I

Menachem Nachum
of Chernobyl
Me’or Einayim

Parshas Ki Savo

In Honor of

717N Bl
The Maharal’s yahrzeit (1609)

IR7¥3 13 NP7 AT 739
The Baal Shem Tov’s birth (1698)
The Alter Rebbe’s birth (1745)

To find more Maamarim and to dedicate one visit:

\ Cha551dusN0w com §
9@ e (5%

(ﬂ.‘
2V o C CE




7'"02
Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl
Me’or Einayim
Parshas Ki Savo

Introduction
Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (1730-1797), known as the author of Me ‘or Einayim, was a prominent disciple
of the Maggid of Mezritch and a bridge between the Baal Shem Tov’s teachings and the next generation of Chassidus. He
served as the first Rebbe of the Chernobyl dynasty, later succeeded by his son, Rabbi Mordechai of Chernobyl. Rabbi
Menachem Nachum was renowned for illuminating the inner dimensions of Torah with a unique blend of deep Kabbalistic
insight and warm, practical guidance.

This discourse explores the profound spiritual role of Shabbos not merely as a day of physical rest, but as the very soul of
creation, a divine intermediary that unites Israel with their Creator. Through the lens of the “two Shabbosos” the Supernal
Shabbos and the earthly Shabbos Rabbi Menachem Nachum explains how true observance brings redemption, perfect
unity with Hashem, and the completion of creation itself.

For Hashem you have declared today, and Hashem has declared
you, etc. And it is brought in Tosafos in the name of the Midrash:
three testify about each other the Holy One, blessed be He, the
Sabbath, and Israel. Therefore we say on Shabbos at Minchah:
“You are one...” and “Who is like Your people Israel...” “A day of
rest and holiness...”
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For this the Blessed Creator gave Israel the Sabbath, which is an
intermediary between Israel and their Father in Heaven, and unites
and binds them to the Blessed Creator for it contains two aspects
resembling both Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He. As it is
known, anything that is intermediate between two opposites must
resemble both aspects. And it is known from what is stated in the
Zohar that the Sabbath is the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He,
complete from all sides, for the Sabbath is the life-force of the upper
world and the life-force of this world.

Which is the emanation of His blessed Glory, that descends and
contracts into this seventh day, which is in this world. And the seventh
day, which is called Shabbos for us, is like a body and garment for the
Supernal Shabbos which is the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He,
as stated above.

And the aspect of the Supernal Shabbos is the soul of the entire world,
which continually returns in a cycle during the six days; and the
seventh day is Shabbos, wherein the Supernal Shabbos contracts into
this day, and it is the life-force of the entire world.

Therefore it is said: “He shall surely be put to death,” for when one
desecrates the Shabbos and does not keep it, he removes the higher
life-force the Supernal Shabbos, which is the soul of the world from
the world, and is thus killing the world by removing its soul from it.

And the term “mechallel” is from the expression “ki yimotzei chalal”
meaning a slain body which is an expression for the taking of a soul.
Therefore his punishment is likewise, “He shall surely be put to
death.”

And through the Shabbos when they keep the Shabbos which is the
aspect of two Sabbaths: the Supernal Shabbos and the Lower Shabbos,
which is in the soul and life-force of His blessed Name’s Glory,
enclothed in the seventh day which is in time and limit, there is power
for the Shabbos to be an intermediary between Israel and their Father
in Heaven, to cleave to Him, blessed be He.
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Therefore our Sages said, regarding what is written (Bereishis 2:2):
“And He finished on the seventh day...” what was the world lacking?
Rest. Shabbos came, rest came; the work was completed and finished.
To understand: rest is not considered work on the contrary, it is
cessation from work. If so, for what purpose does the verse call it
“work,” as it says there, “the work which He had done”?

But the truth is, as stated, that the Shabbos is the soul of the entire
world and its hosts. And all the things that were created in the six days
of Creation did not have their work completed with bodily and soulful
garments so as to have a soul, until the arrival of Shabbos when the
work was finished and completed, in body and soul, as the higher
life-force from the Blessed Creator was bestowed upon all creatures.
Then the creation reached its perfection and completion.

And this is the meaning of “If Israel would keep two Sabbaths”
which, as stated above, is the aspect of the Supernal Shabbos, which is
the light of His blessed Glory, the higher life-force, about which it is
said “the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He, is complete from all
sides”; and the lower Shabbos, which is the actual seventh day in this
world, in time they would immediately be redeemed.

For through this they would draw themselves very close to the Blessed
Creator, and all the good would be separated from the evil in complete
perfection, until Mashiach would come. For each person, according to
how he keeps the Sabbaths, so is his closeness to the Blessed Creator.
And if it is without completeness if the observance is not complete
then there is no perfect completion to be redeemed.

But if there were complete observance, in the aspect of the two
Sabbaths, in full perfection then the closeness would also be in
complete perfection, until they would be redeemed. And thus it is said
in the Zohar, that on Shabbos all angers are removed, and all sadness,
and all judgments, and all difficult labors.
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This is as it is written: “On the day that Hashem will give you rest
from your sadness, and from your anger, and from your hard labor”
(Yeshayahu 14:3). For since Shabbos is the perfection of all sides
which is the Name of the Holy One, blessed be He in a place of
perfection there is no deficiency, since through Shabbos comes the
cleaving to the Blessed Creator, which is the intermediary; and since
they cleave to the Blessed Creator, there is certainly no deficiency.

And on this they said: On Shabbos it should be as if all your work is
done. For the need for work is because, if one does not do that work,
something needed will be lacking. But on Shabbos, which is
perfection, there is nothing lacking, and one does no work, for he is
cleaving to perfection understand this.

Therefore they said: “And He rested and was refreshed,” and our
Sages expounded: Once Shabbos came “woe” for the soul is lost. This
is as stated in the Zohar above: once Shabbos arrives, the “woe” of the
soul the aspect of ‘woe’ which implies lack and sadness is lost from
the soul through Shabbos.

This is also what they said: “I have a good gift in My treasury, and its
name is Shabbos; go and inform them.” And the term “inform them”
implies connection, for it is known that through Shabbos they will
have connection and bonding with the light of My great Name.
Without it they could not draw close to Me, as it is two opposites, as
stated.

But with the descent of the Supernal Shabbos the light of the glory of
His blessed Name into this world, Israel can cleave to the Blessed
Creator, in the light of the flow of His radiance, as He causes His
Shechinah to rest upon them, since they are called “the portion of
Hashem is His people.”

And they become with Him a perfect unity, blessed be His Name, and
are called “one nation on earth,” and the Blessed Creator is called One,
as it is said: “Hashem is One.” But to understand how it is possible
that Israel are called “one” with the Name applied to Hashem, when
He is One and there is no second to Him...
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For anything else is “one” only by contrast, as it has a “two.” But the
truth is that when the Blessed Creator and Israel unite, they too are
called “one” in His blessed Name, for when they unite and cleave to
Him, there is bestowed and emanated into them an actual part of Him.

For the entirety of Israel, when cleaving to the Whole from which the
parts flow, become truly one and this is the unification of His great
Name. Only through this is He called One; not when they are separate,
for then His Name is, so to speak, not complete.

As it is said (Shemos 17:16): “War for Hashem with Amalek from
generation to generation,” which is the war with the evil inclination,
called “the talebearer who separates the ruler” (Mishlei 16:28) who
separates the Master of the World from His Shechinah that dwells
below, so that His Name and His Throne are, so to speak, not
complete.

As explained by us elsewhere at length. And through uniting with
Him, blessed be He, they become with Him a complete One, and His
Name becomes complete, through erasing the memory of Amalek
which is overcoming the evil inclination.

For “one” equals thirteen, and two times “one” is twenty-six the
numerical value of the Name Havayah, blessed be He. For when Israel
are also called “one,” through uniting their parts in the Whole, it
becomes “Hashem is One and His Name is One and Israel is One.”
Through the two times “one” in Him and in Israel one unity is
formed, which is the numerical value of the Name Havayah.

And all this is through keeping Shabbos properly, which brings Israel,
as stated above. Therefore they said in Maseches Shabbos: “One who
keeps Shabbos from desecrating it” do not read “from desecrating it”
but “it is forgiven him,” for the essence of teshuvah is through keeping
Shabbos.

For one cannot come to complete teshuvah except through Shabbos,
which is the same letters as “teshuv” for it brings back and returns a
person to the Blessed Creator. And one cannot come to Torah except
through keeping Shabbos.
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Therefore, before the giving of the Torah, they were commanded about
Shabbos at Marah, so that afterwards they would be able to draw close
to Him to receive His Torah. And it is also known that, according to all
opinions, the Torah was given on Shabbos, for this reason that through
it is the essence of the receiving of the Torah.

And so it is always: to make the Shabbos for their generations for

through Shabbos one always merits Torah and teshuvah. Amen,
netzach, selah, va’ed. Blessed is Hashem forever, amen and amen.
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[NOTE Summary

The maamar opens with the teaching that three testify about one another: Hashem, Shabbos, and Israel. Shabbos serves as
the bridge between finite man and the infinite Creator, containing qualities that connect to both. Citing the Zohar’s
description of Shabbos as “the Name of Hashem, complete from all sides,” Rabbi Menachem Nachum explains that the
seventh day draws the soul of creation from the higher worlds into our physical reality.

Desecrating Shabbos removes this life-force, while keeping it unites Israel with their Father in Heaven. The “two
Shabbosos” the higher (spiritual) and the lower (physical) together bring the world to perfection and redemption. When
kept completely, they separate good from evil fully, remove all judgments and sadness, and bring closeness to Hashem
that leaves no spiritual lack.

Shabbos is described as a “good gift” that enables attachment to the light of Hashem’s great Name, an attachment
otherwise impossible due to the gulf between Creator and creation. Through Shabbos, Israel and Hashem unite as “one,”
completing His Name and Throne by overcoming Amalek the force of separation. The unity of “Hashem is One and His
Name is One” is numerically expressed in the dual “echad” (13 + 13 = 26, the value of the Name Havayah).

Shabbos is also the key to teshuvah and Torah. Without it, one cannot return to Hashem in full nor truly receive Torah.
This is why Shabbos was commanded before Matan Torah and why the Torah was given on Shabbos. Continual
observance ensures ongoing access to Torah and teshuvah.

Practical Takeaway

Shabbos is not just a day off from work it is the spiritual life-blood of creation and the channel through which we unite
with Hashem. By keeping Shabbos in both its higher and lower dimensions spiritually and physically we participate in
completing creation, bringing redemption closer, and perfecting the unity of Hashem’s Name. Shabbos observance also
empowers our teshuvah and deepens our connection to Torah. Approach Shabbos as a divine meeting point where you and
Hashem become one.

Chassidic Story

Once, on a Friday afternoon, Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl arrived in a small village just before
candle-lighting. He noticed that the townspeople, in their poverty, had little prepared for Shabbos. With a warm smile, he
gathered them together and spoke of the holiness of the day how Shabbos is the soul of creation and the moment when
Hashem’s presence rests most intimately with His people. His words lit a fire in their hearts.

The villagers quickly pooled whatever food they had, lit the Shabbos candles with joy, and sang as they welcomed the
day. Later, during the meal, the Rebbe explained that when Jews keep Shabbos with unity and joy even with the simplest
provisions they are enacting the very perfection of creation and binding themselves to Hashem in complete oneness.
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Those present said they had never before felt such closeness to the Creator.

(Source: Me or Einayim, Parshas Beshalach, teaching on “Shabbos Hi Miliz’ok™)

END NOTE]

Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (1730—1797), author of Me ‘or Einayim, was a leading disciple of the Maggid of
Mezritch and among the first to spread the Baal Shem Tov’s teachings throughout Ukraine. Revered for his depth in

Chassidus and mastery of hidden and revealed Torah, he emphasized seeing the divine spark in all creation and in every
Jew. As the first Chernobyl Rebbe, he built a dynasty that would influence generations.
This discourse delves into a puzzling debate in the Gemara about how the Torah was inscribed when Israel entered the

Land and whether the nations were meant to learn from it. Rabbi Menachem Nachum uses this as a springboard to teach
about the nature of holiness, the sparks of divinity found in the nations, the process of conversion, and the absolute

boundary of Torah truth. He explains why only those with an innate spark of holiness can truly connect to Torah, how
falsehood arises when one steps outside the “boundary of holiness,” and why the Torah’s ultimate purpose is bound up

with revealing that spark.

In Tractate Sotah: How did Israel write the Torah? Rabbi
Yehudah says: They wrote it upon the stones, as it is said: “And
you shall write upon the stones...”; and afterwards they covered it
with plaster.

Rabbi Shimon said to him: According to your words, how did the
nations of the world learn the Torah? He said to him: Extra
understanding the Holy One, blessed be He, gave to the nations of the
world they sent their scribes, scraped off the plaster, and read it.

Rabbi Shimon says: They wrote it upon the plaster, and wrote for them
below: “In order that they will not learn...,” as it says there in the
Gemara.

For the main point of the dispute is that Rabbi Shimon holds that those
who are outside the boundary of the Land of Israel are not included in
“You shall not let live,” and they wrote it for them so they would
return in repentance and learn the Torah.

But Rabbi Yehudah holds that all are included in “You shall not let
live,” in such a way that they covered the Torah for them so they
would not learn it, as Rashi wrote. And behold, the dispute is not
understood for what reason, according to Rabbi Yehudah, did they
write the Torah?
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But it is known that all the life-force of the nations comes from the
souls that have fallen among them, which fell through the sin of Adam
HaRishon and the generations after him; and from there come the souls
of converts anyone in whom there is a holy spark enclothed comes to
convert.

Not so the rest for how could complete evil draw close to complete
good, if not that it has some intermediate aspect through which it can
unite with holiness? And they must be received into holiness but it is
necessary to examine them and inform them of the punishments of the
transgressions, so that if they withdraw, they withdraw.

And they are not to be examined too much, as is known all is to test if
he comes to convert because there is within him an aspect of good, a
holy spark. Therefore converts are not accepted in the days of
Mashiach, for the good within them will be clarified from them.

And certainly their desire to convert will be only because of the table
of kings, as stated in the Gemara. And the nations that have no souls
from holiness even if they come to learn Torah, they see within it
words of heresy, according to the will of each one of them.

As it is known, there are gentiles who learn the Torah and from it learn
their heresies since they are outside the boundary of holiness, they see
no truth at all, as is known; for what is outside the boundary of
holiness is the aspect of falsehood and the kelipos.

As our words on what is stated regarding the serpent, who said to
Chavah: “Just as there is no death in touching, so there is no death in
eating” for he pushed her and she touched it. And she, by adding to
the command of the Omnipresent, said: “You shall not eat of it and you
shall not touch it...”

And behold, she knew she was not commanded regarding touching so
how did she listen to him when he said: “Just as there is no death in
touching, so there is no death in eating”? Only that the Torah has a
boundary, called the boundary of holiness.

Therefore it is said: ““You shall not add to it and you shall not subtract
from it” except for what the Scribes added as fences, which is also a
boundary of holiness and the measure of the stature of the Torah, as
explained elsewhere, which is the aspect of hair that guards the limbs.
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But aside from this, one who adds goes outside the boundary of
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see the truth in the Torah. This is the meaning of “he pushed her” that
by adding, she went out from the boundary of holiness and pushed
herself into the place of falsehood, and therefore did not see the truth.

And this is what Rabbi Yehudah holds that the Torah was written only
for those who have within them an aspect of good; but those who have
no good on the contrary, we see that “extra understanding” is an
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[NOTE Summary

The Gemara in Sotah records a debate between Rabbi Yehudah and Rabbi Shimon about how the Torah was written on the
stones after crossing the Jordan. Rabbi Yehudah says it was written directly on the stones and then covered with plaster;
the nations could scrape off the plaster to read it. Rabbi Shimon says it was written on the plaster itself, with an additional
inscription warning them not to learn, unless they repented.

Rabbi Menachem Nachum explains that this debate hinges on a deeper principle: all life-force of the nations comes from
sparks of holiness that fell among them through the sin of Adam and subsequent generations. Souls of converts originate
from such sparks; when these sparks awaken, the person seeks conversion. Such people must be accepted into holiness
but only after being informed of the severity of transgressions, to test whether their motivation is pure. This is why
converts will not be accepted in the Messianic era: by then, the good within the nations will have been fully separated
from the bad.

Those without any spark of holiness cannot connect to Torah; if they study it, they interpret it according to their own
distortions, sometimes drawing heresy from it. This is likened to the serpent’s deception of Chavah: by adding to
Hashem’s command (“do not touch”), she stepped outside the boundary of holiness, into the realm of falsehood, and thus
could not see truth. Similarly, Torah has a defined “boundary of holiness” that must not be added to or diminished except
for protective rabbinic safeguards, which are themselves part of this boundary.

Rabbi Yehudah’s position is now clear: the Torah was written only for those possessing an aspect of good. Those without
it are excluded, because for them “extra understanding” (bina yeseirah) only leads to excess and distortion.

Practical Takeaway

Holiness requires both access and boundaries. Access, because anyone carrying a spark of holiness can and should
connect to Torah; boundaries, because outside the realm of holiness lies distortion and falsehood. Preserving Torah’s
integrity means guarding its borders while ensuring those with true potential are welcomed and guided to full connection.

Chassidic Story

It is told that Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl once encountered a man seeking to convert. The Rebbe looked at
him intently and said, “If your desire comes from a place of truth, nothing will turn you away; but if it comes from
elsewhere, even the sweetness of Torah will taste bitter to you.” He then taught the man for several weeks, gently probing
his motives. Eventually, the man broke down in tears and said, “I have always felt a fire inside to serve the God of Israel.”
The Rebbe accepted him for conversion, saying, “This fire is the spark of holiness within you now it will be fed by the
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light of Torah.”
(Source: Me or Einayim, Parshas Ki Savo)
END NOTE]
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