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Siman #156

Vayikra — small Alef (Leviticus, small Alef) (Leviticus Rabba
30:30). In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, that it is stated[?y22 Rp°X7,7"7 277 a2 .(7,"2) RPYT 'K — RPN

in the Baal HaTurim that Moshe, from his great humility, wanted in3 """ 2RY% N7 INNY 200 AYRY ong
to write “Vayikar” as is written by Bilaam, and therefore he wrote 7IvR 'R 2N3 1997 ,0¥%22 23N3Y.
a small Alef.

And from this a person should learn to be small and lowly. And | 137 "2R" 1711 .20W 1o NI°0% Q8T TR 9
this is the meaning of “Alef” — a language of learning, to 2R T T WY LY.

accustom oneself to be small.
[NOTE: © Expounded Explanation

The Torah begins the book of Vayikra (Leviticus) with the word 899" — “And He called [to
Moshe],” written with a small Alef — X7°v7 'R,

According to the Baal HaTurim, Moshe Rabbenu wanted to write the word 99" ("and He
happened upon"), the same word used in reference to Bilam, the non-Jewish prophet (Bamidbar
23:4). That word implies chance or distance, suggesting a less personal connection. Out of his
profound humility, Moshe didn’t want to elevate himself by implying that G-d intimately
called out to him, even though that was the case. So he wrote 89", but with a tiny Alef, almost
as if to hide it.

The message? True greatness lies in humility. Even when G-d Himself chooses you to lead, to
receive the Torah, to speak to Him directly—you don’t feel greater than others. On the contrary:
the more elevated you are, the more humble you feel.

The word " Alef" is also related to the root "Lamed" (to learn), as in "m720 799%" — “I will teach
you wisdom” (Iyov 33:33). Thus, the small Alef becomes a teaching tool—a lesson in humility.
It's as if the Torah is whispering: “Learn to make yourself small.”

! Chassidic Story: The Rebbe and the Alef

Once, a young boy asked the Tzemach Tzedek, the third Lubavitcher Rebbe:
“Why did Moshe write a small Alef in X7p"1?”

The Rebbe smiled and said:

“When a person is truly great, he doesn’t need to tell the world. In fact, he wants the world to see
G-d—not him.”

Then the Rebbe continued:
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“You know, the Alef is the first letter of the Ten Commandments—"21¥'". It's the first letter of the
Torah, the first letter of Emes (truth), and the first letter of Elokim. But here, it’s small.
Because even if you're at the beginning of everything, even if G-d speaks to you directly, you

remain humble.”

The boy nodded, but then he asked:

“But Rebbe, doesn’t being small mean you’re less important?”

The Rebbe looked into the boy’s eyes and said:

“No, my child. Being small means you know that your greatness comes from G-d, not from

yourself. And when you live that way, you can become a vessel for something much greater than

2

you.

Practical Takeaway

Whenever you're given a leadership role, praised, or feel you're ahead in some way—remember
the small Alef. It's not a sign of being less—it’s a sign of being more open to G-dliness. Be
humble, be quiet, and you'll hear that still small voice that calls to you—just like it did to Moshe.

END NOTE]

Siman #157

"Vayikra" is written with a small Alef (Leviticus 6:6). It is stated
(Tanchuma, Parshas Kedoshim, on the verse “For from all...”) that
Eretz Yisrael is in the center of all the lands, and the Beis
HaMikdash is in the center of Eretz Yisrael, and from there
Hashem sees the entire world.
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And the Torah is in the center of all wisdoms. And the proof is that
the Torah scholar can understand all other wisdoms if he desires,
but the one who is wise in other wisdoms, if he wants to learn
Torah, he cannot.
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And therefore, the book of Vayikra is written in the center of the
Torah, because in it the korbanos (offerings) are stated, which
were brought in the Beis HaMikdash—and this is tzimtzum
(constriction/focus).
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And therefore the vision of a person depends on the pupil (black
of the eye). And therefore we begin teaching young children with
Vayikra, because it too is in tzimtzum.
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And this is “Vayikra” with a small Alef, and Hashem, so to speak,
constricts Himself to learn with them. Therefore, a small

Alef—He learns with the small ones (in Yiddish: “to learn with a
small child”).
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And also, the small Alef—because the Aluf (Master) of the world
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constricts Himself, etc. Tt T ‘ o ' '

[NOTE: ©, Expounded Explanation
The word ""®9%"" in the opening of Vayikra is written with a small Alef (X7°¥7 'X). This
seemingly tiny letter opens a profound world of Chassidic insight.

The Midrash Tanchuma says:

e FEretz Yisrael is the center of the world.
o The Beis HaMikdash is the center of Eretz Yisrael.
e And from there, Hashem sees the entire world.

Similarly:

The Torah is the center of all wisdoms.

And the book of Vayikra is at the center of the Torah.

And korbaneos (sacrifices)—the essence of spiritual closeness and self-nullification—are
at the heart of Vayikra.

So why is Vayikra taught first to young children?

Because children are pure, and the concept of korban—giving of the self—is foundational to
Yiddishkeit. And Vayikra, full of korbanos, is the ideal entry point for a child to begin their
Torah journey.

The small Alef, then, is a symbol of tzimtzum—divine contraction, focusing G-dliness into a
specific, limited vessel. Hashem, the Aluf of the world, "contracts" Himself to learn with little
children. He doesn’t wait until we’re brilliant or mature—He meets us in our smallness.

| Chassidic Story: The Rebbe Rashab in Cheder

When the Rebbe Rashab (the 5th Lubavitcher Rebbe) was a young boy, he once entered cheder
and saw that they were learning Vayikra. He asked his teacher, “Why do we start with Vayikra?”

The melamed answered, “Because children are pure, and the korbanos are pure.”
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But the boy wasn’t satisfied. He went to his grandfather, the Tzemach Tzedek, and asked him
the same question.

The Tzemach Tzedek responded with deep emotion:

“When a Yiddishe child begins to learn Torah, Hashem Himself comes and sits beside him. And
He whispers into his ear the meaning of the letters. When the child reads 89", Hashem bends
down with love and says, ‘Yes, I am calling to you, little one. I am ready to dwell with you. I am
ready to contract My infinite Self to your small world.” That’s why it’s a small Alet.”

The Rashab never forgot that moment. Later in life, he said: “From then on, I always felt that
when I learn, the Ribbono Shel Olam is sitting next to me.”

_I Practical Takeaway (PT)

e Start small. Don’t wait until you feel “ready” or “great” to start learning Torah or doing
something meaningful. Hashem meets you where you are.

o Teach children early—Vayikra teaches us that even complex holiness like korbanos can
and should be shared with little ones.

e In every act of Torah study, even the quietest moment of learning, Hashem is there with
you. Not just watching — learning with you.

e The small Alef is your invitation: be humble, be focused, and don’t underestimate the
power of small beginnings done with pure heart. END NOTE]
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