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Introduction​

 Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (1730–1787), author of Me’or Einayim, was one of the foremost 
disciples of the Maggid of Mezritch and a transmitter of the Baal Shem Tov’s teachings. He was the founder of 

the Chernobyl Chassidic dynasty and a leader who combined profound Torah scholarship with a gentle, 
encouraging approach to avodas Hashem. His teachings often illuminated the hidden kindness of Hashem 

within every event and emphasized the constant potential for spiritual elevation. The following discourse on 
Shabbos HaGadol and Pesach weaves together the historical redemption from Egypt, the ongoing possibility of 

personal redemption, and the path toward accessing the Hidden Light of the Torah. 

The Shabbos before Pesach is called “Shabbos HaGadol” 
because of the miracle that happened on it.  ת בָּ פְנֵי שַׁ לִּ סַח שֶׁ ת אוֹתוֹ קוֹרִין הַפֶּ בָּ נֵי הַגָּדוֹל שַׁ מִפְּ  

ה הַנֵּס נַּעֲשָׂ בּוֹ שֶׁ  
The matter is as our Sages of blessed memory said: at the sea 
there was an accusation  “These and these are idol worshipers.” 

אָמְרוּ הוּא הָעִניְןָ  עַל רַז״ַל שֶׁ אֵלּוּ קִטְרוּג הָיהָ הַיָּם שֶׁ  
זרָָה עֲבוֹדָה עוֹבְדֵי וְאֵלּוּ  

And is it possible that the Israelites were idol worshipers, 
Heaven forbid, at that time? 

ר וְכִי  הָיוּ אֶפְשָׁ רָאֵל שֶׁ חַס זרָָה עֲבוֹדָה עוֹבְדֵי ישְׂ  
לוֹם אָז וְשָׁ ? 

Rather, the Israelites were immersed in the 50 gates of impurity, 
among the klipos (husks of impurity), and were in a state of 
small-mindedness. 

הָיוּ אֶלָּא  רָאֵל שֶׁ נ׳ מְשׁוּקָעִים ישְׂ עֲרֵי בְּ ין טוּמְאָה שַׁ בֵּ  
לִיפּוֹת קְטַנּוּת וְהָיוּ הַקְּ עַת בִּ הַדַּ  

And they were not able to come to the Blessed Name.  ם אֶל לָבוֹא יכְוֹלִין הָיוּ וְלֹא רַךְ הַשֵּׁ יתְִבָּ  

And the Blessed Name brought them out from there, and they 
came to a state of greatness. 

ם וְהוֹצִיאָם  רַךְ הַשֵּׁ ם יתְִבָּ לִגְדֻלָּה וּבָאוּ מִשָּׁ  

And this is (Yechezkel 16:7) “And you grew and became 
great,” meaning that you came to greatness of intellect. 

י ז׳( ט״ז, )יחְֶזקְֵאל וְזהֶוּ  רְבִּ לִי וַתִּ גְדְּ בָּאתְ וַתִּ לִגְדֻלַּת שֶׁ  
 הַמּוֹחִין

And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed, and in Nissan they 
are destined to be redeemed.” 

ניִסָן וְזהֶוּ  לִיגָּאֵל עֲתִידִין וּבְניִסָן נגְִאֲלוּ בְּ  

For there are two types of exile: one is the general exile  the 
exile of the entire people of Israel among the nations. 

ישֵׁ  ניֵ דְּ הַינְוּ גָּלוּת מִיניֵ שְׁ לָלִי גָּלוּת דְּ לָל גָּלוּת וְהוּא כְּ כְּ  
רָאֵל ין ישְׂ הָאֻמּוֹת בֵּ  

And there is also a personal exile  that is, for each and every 
Jew, that the soul is in exile under the dominion of the evil 
inclination. 

ן גַּם וְישֵׁ  רָטִי גָּלוּת כֵּ הַינְוּ פְּ רָאֵל אֶחָד כָּל אֵצֶל דְּ מִיִּשְׂ  
מָה הַנְּשָׁ גָלוּת שֶׁ הָרָע הַיֵּצֶר אֵצֶל בְּ  

And behold, this is a great principle: that in every time of the 
year, whenever that time comes around again, the same thing 
happens as happened the first time. 

לָל זהֶ וְהִנֵּה  כָל גָּדוֹל כְּ בְּ ה מֵהַזְּמַנִּים זמְַן שֶׁ מִיד נעֲַשֶׂ תָּ  
בָּא כָל הַהוּא הַזְּמַן כְּשֶׁ נהָ בְּ ה שָׁ הָיהָ כְּמוֹ נעֲַשֶׂ עַם שֶׁ פַּ בַּ  
 רִאשׁוֹן
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And therefore we bless: “Who has brought us to this time.”  הֶחֱינָוּ מְבָרְכִין אֲנחְַנוּ וְלָכֵן הַזֶּה לַזְּמַן שֶׁ  

And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and came from 
smallness to greatness, and in Nissan they are destined to be 
redeemed”  meaning that in every year, when that time comes, 
one can come out from smallness to greatness just like the first 
time. 

ניִסָן וְזהֶוּ  טַנוּת וְיצְָאוּ נגְִאֲלוּ בְּ וּבְניִסָן לִגְדֻלָּה מִקְּ  
הַינְוּ לִיגָּאֵל עֲתִידִין כָל דְּ נהָ בְּ נהָ שָׁ בָּא וְשָׁ אוֹתוֹ כְּשֶׁ  

טַנוּת לָצֵאת יכָוֹל הַזְּמַן עַם כְּמוֹ לִגְדֻלָּה מִקְּ פַּ בַּ  
 הָרִאשׁוֹן

Pesach is the “right arm”  meaning that on Pesach kindnesses 
were revealed in the world. 

 
סַח רוֹעָא הוּא פֶּ הַינְוּ ימְִינאָ דְּ פֶסַח דְּ בְּ חֲסָדִים נתְִגַּלּוּ שֶׁ  

 בָּעוֹלָם
And Pesach is the life-force of the entire year  that is, through 
those kindnesses that are drawn down on Pesach via the Seder 
and other matters done on Pesach. 

 
ל חַיּוּת הוּא וּפֶסַח נהָ כָּל שֶׁ הַינְוּ הַשָּׁ חֲסָדִים בְּאוֹתָן דְּ  

יכִין מְשִׁ מַּ פֶסַח שֶׁ אֶמְצָעוּת בְּ דֶר בְּ אָר הַסֵּ בָרִים וּשְׁ דְּ  
ין עוֹשִׂ פֶסַח שֶׁ בְּ  

Therefore, the Sages taught in their Mishnah about Pesach 
regarding grain  that is, sustenance. 

 
נוּ וְלָכֵן נתָָם חֲכָמִים שָׁ מִשְׁ פֶסַח בְּ בוּאָה עַל בְּ הַינְוּ הַתְּ דְּ  

 מְזוֹנוֹת
And the whole world is sustained by His great kindness.  חַסְדּוֹ נזִּוֹן הָעוֹלָם וְכָל הַגָּדוֹל בְּ  
And this is [the meaning of] “On Pesach, Yitzchak was born”  
behold, the truth is that on Pesach kindnesses are drawn for the 
whole year. 

 
פֶסַח וְזהֶוּ הִנֵּה יצְִחָק נוֹלַד בְּ פֶסַח הָאֱמֶת דְּ בְּ כוּ שֶׁ נמְִשְׁ  

נהָ כָּל עַל חֲסָדִים הַשָּׁ  

But behold, our eyes see that there are actions that, outwardly, do 
not appear to come from kindness. 

 
יֵּשׁ רוֹאוֹת עֵיניֵנוּ הֲלֹא אֲבָל ים שֶׁ ים מַעֲשִׂ פִי נעֲַשִׂ לְּ שֶׁ  

ד אֵינוֹ הַנִּרְאֶה הַחֶסֶד מִצַּ  
Nevertheless, the kindness is hidden within them.  בְּתוֹכָם גָּנוּז הַחֶסֶד מָקוֹם מִכָּל  
As our Sages of blessed memory said: when a person is sick, his 
food sustains him. 

אָמְרוּ כְּמוֹ  הַחוֹלֶה רַז״ַל שֶׁ א שֶׁ תָּ יהּ אִישְׁ זנַתֵּ  

And behold, food is of the attribute of kindness  as it says: “Who 
nourishes the world… with grace and with kindness.” 

 
ת הוּא מְזוֹנוֹת וְהֲלֹא מִדַּ מַאֲמַר הַחֶסֶד בְּ אֶת הַזָּן כְּ  

חֵן וְגוֹ׳ הָעוֹלָם וּבְחֶסֶד בְּ  
Thus, the kindness is hidden within it.  בְּתוֹכוֹ גָּנוּז הַחֶסֶד נמְִצָא  
And this too is what our Sages of blessed memory said  that the 
Shechinah supports the sick person. 

י וְזהֶוּ  אָמְרוּ נמֵּ כִינהָ רַז״ַל שֶׁ הַשְּׁ הַחוֹלֶה אֶת סוֹעֶדֶת שֶׁ  

That is, the aspect of [Hashem's Presence] which dwells 
throughout the world  for “the whole earth is full of His glory.” 

 
הַינְוּ חִינתַ דְּ כָל הַשּׁוֹכֵנוֹת בְּ לֵא הָעוֹלָם בְּ מָּ הָאָרֶץ כָל שֶׁ  
 כְּבוֹדוֹ

And this is the attribute of kindness, as it is written (Tehillim 
33:5): “The kindness of Hashem fills the earth.” 

 
ת וְהַינְוּ כָּתוּב כְּמוֹ הַחֶסֶד מִדַּ הִלִּים שֶׁ חֶסֶד ה׳( ל״ג, )תְּ  

הָאָרֶץ מָלְאָה ה׳  
And this is “On Pesach Yitzchak was born”  meaning, the 
judgments that are born throughout the year are with Pesach, that 
is, with the kindness that is hidden within them. 

 
פֶסַח וְזהֶוּ הַינְוּ יצְִחָק נוֹלַד בְּ יניִם דְּ נוֹלְדוּ הַדִּ כָל שֶׁ בְּ  

נהָ סַח עִם הֵם הַשָּׁ הַינְוּ פֶּ בְּתוֹכוֹ הַגָּנוּז הַחֶסֶד עִם דְּ  
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As mentioned above  even in the sick person, the kindness is 
hidden, and through that kindness, he is healed. 

 
נ״ַל אֲפִילוּ כְּ הַחֶסֶד וּבְאוֹתוֹ הַחֶסֶד גָּנוּז בַּחוֹלֶה שֶׁ  

א  נתְִרַפֵּ
And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and in Nissan they 
are destined to be redeemed.” 

ניִסָן וְזהֶוּ  לִיגָּאֵל עֲתִידִין וּבְניִסָן נגְִאֲלוּ בְּ  

That is, at the sea there was an accusation  “These and these 
were idol worshipers.” 

 
הַינְוּ עֲבוֹדָה עוֹבְדֵי הָיוּ וְאֵלּוּ אֵלּוּ קִטְרוּג הָיהָ הַיָּם עַל דְּ  

 זרָָה
If so, it is truly difficult  how were they redeemed?  ן וְאִם ה כֵּ אֱמֶת קָשֶׁ נגְִאֲלוּ אֵיךְ בֶּ ? 
But in Mitzrayim, the Israelites did the entire Seder that night 
exactly as it should be, like we do, 

 
מִצְרַיםִ אֲבָל רָאֵל עָשׂוּ בְּ דֶר כָּל ישְׂ ילְָה הַסֵּ לַּ הֱוָיתָָהּ בַּ כְּ  

אֲנחְַנוּ כְּמוֹ כְּצוּרָתָהּ ים שֶׁ עוֹשִׂ  
and they were recounting the Exodus from Egypt, and they 
believed that certainly they would be redeemed. 

 
רִים וְהָיוּ יצִיאַת מְסַפְּ הָיוּ מִצְרַיםִ בִּ אי מַאֲמִיניִם שֶׁ בוַדַּ שֶׁ  
יוֹצְאִים יהְִיוּ  

And through those kindnesses they drew down, they were 
redeemed. 

יכוּ הַחֲסָדִים וּבְאוֹתָן  הִמְשִׁ נגְִאֲלוּ שֶׁ  

And in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed.  לִיגָּאֵל עֲתִידִין וּבְניִסָן  
For there is a general exile, and there is a personal exile  that is, 
the suffering each Jew experiences. 

 
ישֵׁ לָלִי גָּלוּת דְּ רָטִי גָּלוּת וְישֵׁ כְּ הַינְוּ פְּ יֵּשׁ הַיִּסּוּרִים דְּ שֶׁ  
רָאֵל אֶחָד לְכָל מִיִּשְׂ  

And through those kindnesses that are drawn down in Nissan, 
they are destined to be redeemed. 

יכִין הַחֲסָדִים וּבְאוֹתָן  מְשִׁ מַּ ניִסָן שֶׁ לִיגָּאֵל עֲתִידִין בְּ  

Chametz on Pesach  even in the smallest amount  [is forbidden], 
for holiness is called “matzah,” and the klipah (impurity) is 
called “chametz.” 

 
פֶסַח חָמֵץ הוּ בְּ מַשֶּׁ ה בְּ דֻשָּׁ הַקְּ ם נקְִרָא דְּ ה בְּשֵׁ מַצָּ  

לִיפָּה ם נקְִרֵאת וְהַקְּ חָמֵץ בְּשֵׁ  

And the only difference between them is the tiny something 
between the ches and the hei.  יניֵהֶם חִלּוּק וְאֵין הוּ רַק בֵּ שֶּׁ ין הַמַּ בֵּ לְהֵ״א חֵי״ת שֶׁ  

And behold, ches and hei are interchangeable among the guttural 
letters (אח“ע). 

פִים וְהֵ״א חֵי״ת וְהִנֵּה  אֲח״ע בְּאוֹתִיּוֹת מִתְחַלְּ  

And the idea is that it’s not common for the evil inclination to 
persuade a person to a known sin  because who would listen to 
it? 

 
זהֶ הוּא וְהָעִניְןָ הַיֵּצֶר מָצוּי אֵינוֹ דְּ יסְִיתֵנוּ הָרָע שֶׁ  

י ידְוּעָה לַעֲבֵירָה מַע מִי כִּ לוֹ ישְׁ  

Rather, it shows him that it is a mitzvah, and swaps for him the 
ches with a hei.  

רְאֶה רַק מַּ הִיא לוֹ שֶׁ ין לוֹ וּמַחֲלִיף מִצְוָה שֶׁ חֵי״ת בֵּ  
 לְהֵ״א

And this is what our Sages of blessed memory said: “One who 
comes to purify  they help him; one who comes to defile  they 
open for him.” 

 
אָמְרוּ וְזהֶוּ הֵר הַבָּא רַז״ַל שֶׁ וְהַבָּא אוֹתוֹ מְסַיְּעִין לִטָּ  

א מֵּ לוֹ פּוֹתְחִין לִטַּ  

And at first glance, it is not understood  “One who comes to 
defile  they open for him”  this implies that something is done to 
enable him to become defiled. 

 
א הַבָּא מוּבָן אֵינוֹ וּלְכָאוֹרָה מֵּ מָע לוֹ פּוֹתְחִין לִטַּ שְׁ מַּ שֶׁ  
ין עוֹשִׂ בָר לוֹ שֶׁ יוּכַל דָּ א שֶׁ מֵּ לִטַּ  
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If so, then it seems they are helping him!  ן וְאִם אוֹתוֹ מְסַיְּעִין הֲרֵי כֵּ ! 
But the explanation is the opposite: the one who comes to defile  
meaning, the evil inclination shows him that it is a mitzvah and 
switches ches with hei  “they open for him,” and show him that 
the hei must be open at the top. 

 

א הַבָּא לְהֵפֶךְ הוּא הַפֵּרוּשׁ אֲבָל מֵּ הַיֵּצֶר לִטַּ הָרָע שֶׁ  
הִיא לוֹ מַרְאֶה ין לוֹ וּמַחֲלִיף מִצְוָה שֶׁ לְהֵ״א חֵי״ת בֵּ  

הֵ״א לוֹ וּמַרְאִין לוֹ פּוֹתְחִין תוּחַ לִהְיוֹת צָרִיךְ שֶׁ פָּ  
 לְמַעְלָה

And Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “Command Aharon,” etc.  
there is no [use of the word] “command” (צַו) except as an 
expression of urging, immediately and for generations. 

 
ה אֶל ה׳ וַידְַבֵּר צו אֵין וְגוֹ׳ אַהֲרןֹ אֶת צַו לֵאמרֹ משֶׁ  
וּלְדוֹרוֹת מִיָּד זרֵוּז לְשׁוֹן אֶלָּא  

Rabbi Shimon said: especially, etc., in a place where there is 
financial loss. 

מְעוֹן רַ׳ אָמַר  יוֹתֵר שִׁ יֵּשׁ מָקוֹם וְגוֹ׳ בִּ רוֹן שֶׁ יס חִסָּ כִּ  

And it is difficult  behold, all the mitzvos were stated to be 
observed for all generations. 

ה  צְוֹת כָּל הֲלֹא וְקָשֶׁ עוֹלָם לְדוֹרוֹת לְקַיֵּים נאֱֶמְרוּ הַמִּ  

And what is the financial loss regarding the korban olah?  רוֹן וּמַה יס חִסָּ ן כִּ קָרְבַּ בְּ עוֹלָה שֶׁ ? 
Behold, there are many mitzvos that require even greater 
financial sacrifice, and it does not say about them “command,” a 
language of urgency. 

 
ה ישֵׁ הֲלֹא יוֹתֵר מִצְוֹת כַּמָּ בִילוֹ לַחְסֵר צָרִיךְ שֶׁ וְלֹא בִּשְׁ  

הֶם נאֱֶמַר זרֵוּז לְשׁוֹן צו בָּ  

And one may say that the Torah which Hashem gave us  its main 
purpose is that through it we subdue the evil inclination. 

 
י לוֹמַר וְישֵׁ נָּתַן הַתּוֹרָה כִּ רָהּ ה׳ לָנוּ שֶׁ עַל עִיקָּ ידָָהּ שֶׁ  

הָרָע הַיֵּצֶר אֶת נכְַניִעַ  
Therefore, it is often mentioned in the Zohar “to toil in Torah”  
which is the Aramaic translation of “And a man wrestled with 
him” (Bereishis 32:25), 

 
זֹּהַר נזִכַּר הָרבֹ עַל לְכָךְ  לָא בַּ דְּ תַּ הוּא בְּאוֹרַייְתָא לְאִשְׁ שֶׁ  

רְגּוּם ל תַּ ית שֶׁ עִמּוֹ אִישׁ וַיֵּאָבֵק כ״ה( ל״ב, )בְּרֵאשִׁ  

meaning that through Torah, a person is able to wrestle with the 
evil inclination and subdue it. 

 
עַל הַינְוּ הַיֵּצֶר עִם לְהִתְאַבֵּק הָאָדָם יוּכַל הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי שֶׁ  
וּלְהַכְניִעוֹ הָרָע  

For the light within it brings him back to good.  י אוֹר כִּ בָּהּ הַמָּ לְמוּטָב מַחֲזיִרוֹ שֶׁ  
For through Torah, a person is able to cleave to Hashem, blessed 
be He  Who is hidden within the Torah, and that is the light 
within it. 

 
י בֵק הָאָדָם יוּכַל הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי עַל כִּ בָּרוּךְ ה׳ אֶל לְהִדָּ  

הוּא הוּא אוֹר וְהוּא הַתּוֹרָה בְּתוֹךְ נעְֶלָם שֶׁ בָּהּ הַמָּ שֶׁ  

For Hashem, blessed be He, is hidden within the Torah, and 
through Torah we can cleave to Him and subdue the evil 
inclination. 

 
י ם כִּ ידְֵי וְעַל הַתּוֹרָה בְּתוֹךְ נעְֶלָם הוּא הוּא בָּרוּךְ הַשֵּׁ  

בֵק נוּכַל הַתּוֹרָה אֶת וּלְהַכְניִעַ הוּא בָּרוּךְ בַּה׳ לְהִדָּ  
הָרָע הַיֵּצֶר  

And this is [the meaning of] “I have seen those who ascend, and 
they are few”  for through Torah a person can rise higher and 
also repair what he has damaged. 

 
ים וְהֵם עֲלִיָּיה בְניֵ רָאִיתִי וְזהֶוּ י מְעַטִּ הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי עַל כִּ  
ן וְגַם לְמַעְלָה לְהַעֲלוֹת הָאָדָם יוּכַל ר אֶת לְתַקֵּ אֲשֶׁ  

 קִלְקֵל
And this is “The Torah of the Olah”  through it one can rise 
upward the entire night until the morning, 

 
עַל הָעוֹלָה תּוֹרַת וְזהֶוּ לְמַעְלָה לְהִתְעַלּוֹת יוּכַל ידָָהּ שֶׁ  
ילְָה כָּל בֹּקֶר עַד הַלַּ הַ  
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that is, even his darkness he can elevate and turn it into a 
morning of light. 

 
ךְ גַּם הַינְוּ לּוֹ הַחשֶׁ נּוּ וְלַעֲשׂוֹת לְהַעֲלוֹתָם יוּכַל שֶׁ מִמֶּ  
בֹּקֶר אוֹר   

abbi Meir, it was written with an ayin, like in our Torah.  
בַּתּוֹרָה הַינְוּ תַב שֶׁ כָּ י שֶׁ הָיהָ סוֹפֵר ידְֵי עַל מֵאִיר רַבִּ  

עַיןִ כָּתוּב נוּ בְּתוֹרָה כְּמוֹ בְּ לָּ שֶׁ  
But “in the Torah of Rabbi Meir”  meaning, in the Torah he 
taught to his generation and with which he illuminated their eyes 

 
ל בְּתוֹרָתוֹ רַק י שֶׁ הָיהָ הַינְוּ מֵאִיר רַבִּ ד שֶׁ ניֵ אֶת מְלַמֵּ בְּ  

עֵיניֵהֶם וּמֵאִיר דּוֹרוֹ  
it means he taught them how to access the hidden light within 
the Torah. 

 
ד הַינְוּ ימֵּ לִּ בְּתוֹךְ הַגָּנוּז הָאוֹר אֶל יבָוֹאוּ אֵיךְ אוֹתָם שֶׁ שֶׁ  

 הַתּוֹרָה
For since it became clothed in garments, not everyone can access 
the hidden light. 

 
עַל נִּתְלַבֵּשׁ ידְֵי שֶׁ ים שֶׁ לְבוּשִׁ לָבוֹא יכָוֹל אֶחָד כָּל לֹא בִּ  

הַגָּנוּז הָאוֹר אֶל  
And Rabbi Meir would teach his generation and illuminate their 
eyes  how to reach the hidden light. 

 
י ד הָיהָ מֵאִיר וְרַבִּ ניֵ אֶת מְלַמֵּ עֵיניֵהֶם וּמֵאִיר דּוֹרוֹ בְּ  
הַגָּנוּז הָאוֹר אֶל לָבוֹא אֵיךְ  

And let us return to our topic  that through Torah, a person is 
elevated. This is [the meaning of] “This is the Torah of the 
Olah.” 

 
י לְעִניְנָנֵוּ וְנחֲַזוֹר זאֹת הָאָדָם נתְִעַלֶּה הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי עַל כִּ  
הָעוֹלָה תּוֹרַת  

And how is a person elevated through Torah? It is only by 
coming to the Hidden Light. 

 
י זהֶ אֵין הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי עַל הָאָדָם יתְִעַלֶּה וְאֵיךְ עַל אִם כִּ  

יָּבוֹא ידְֵי הַגָּנוּז הָאוֹר אֶל שֶׁ  
That is, to gaze through the Hidden Light at what will be from 
one end of the world to the other. 

 
יט וְהַינְוּ יַּבִּ יִּהְיהֶ מַה הַגָּנוּז הָאוֹר ידְֵי עַל שֶׁ מִסּוֹף שֶּׁ  

סוֹפוֹ וְעַד הָעוֹלָם  
And this is [the meaning of] “Command (צו)”  there is no 
‘command’ but an expression of urgency, “immediate and for 
generations.” 

וּלְדוֹרוֹת מִיָּד זרֵוּז לְשׁוֹן אֶלָּא צו אֵין צו וְזהֶוּ   

That is, it should be equal to him  what is now in the present, 
that is, “immediate,” and what will be for generations  that too 
should be equal to what is “immediate,” meaning what is now. 

 
יְּהֵא הַינְוּ וֶה שֶׁ הוּא מַה לוֹ שָׁ ה שֶּׁ מִיָּד הַינְוּ בַּהוֶֹה עַתָּ  
יִּהְיהֶ וּמַה ן גַם יהְִיהֶ לְדוֹרוֹת שֶּׁ וֶה כֵּ הוּא לְמַה שָׁ מִיָּד שֶּׁ  

הוּא הוּא מַה שֶׁ ה שֶּׁ עַתָּ  
And therefore, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said in the Zohar  what 
Rabbah bar bar Chanah said [in the Gemara] even though he 
lived many hundreds of years after Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. 

 
בִּ״י אָמַר וְלָכֵן זֹּהַר רַשְׁ  אָמַר מַה בַּ חַנָּה בַּר בַּר רַבָּה שֶּׁ  

הָיהָ ה אַחַר שֶׁ ניִם מֵאוֹת כַּמָּ בִּ״י אַחַר שָׁ רַשְׁ  

And so too Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, saw Rabbi 
Akiva  who lived thousands of years after Moshe Rabbeinu, 
peace be upon him. 

 
ה וְכֵן ינוּ משֶׁ לוֹם עָלָיו רַבֵּ י אֶת רָאָה הַשָּׁ עֲקִיבָא רַבִּ  

הָיהָ ה אַחַר שֶׁ ניִם אֲלָפִים כַּמָּ ה אַחַר שָׁ ינוּ משֶׁ עָלָיו רַבֵּ  
לוֹם  הַשָּׁ

This is because through their Torah, they came to the Hidden 
Light, and there, there is no difference between “now” and “for 
generations.” 

 
הוּא עַל מִחֲמַת שֶׁ ם הַגָּנוּז אוֹר אֶל בָּאוּ תּוֹרָתָם ידְֵי שֶׁ וְשָׁ  

ין חִלּוּק אֵין הוּא לְדוֹרוֹת וּבֵין מִיָּד בֵּ ם מָקוֹם שֶׁ שָּׁ שֶׁ  
וֶה עָתִיד וּמַה הוֶֹה שָׁ לִהְיוֹת שֶּׁ  

Rabbi Shimon said: “Especially where there is financial loss…”  
meaning, if one studies Torah and reaches the Hidden Light, 

 
בִּ״י אָמַר יוֹתֵר רַשְׁ מָקוֹם וְגוֹ׳ צָרִיךְ בִּ יֵּשׁ בְּ רוֹן שֶׁ יס חִסָּ כִּ  
הַגָּנוּז לְאוֹר וּבָא הַתּוֹרָה לוֹמֵד אִם הַינְוּ  
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there the light is not clothed in any covering or garment. That is, 
it is like the Torah before the sin of Adam HaRishon  before he 
made garments of light. 

 
ם הִתְלַבְּשׁוּת וּשׁוּם כִּסּוּי בְּשׁוּם הָאוֹר מִתְלַבֵּשׁ אֵין וְשָׁ  

הוּא הָיתְָה כְּמוֹ שֶׁ הָרִאשׁוֹן אָדָם חֵטְא קדֶֹם הַתּוֹרָה שֶׁ  
הוּא ה קדֶֹם שֶׁ עָשָׂ תָנוֹת שֶׁ אוֹר כְּ  

Then, the light of Torah was not hidden  it was revealed. And 
this is [the meaning of] “financial loss.” 

 
לֹּא ה הָיהָ שֶׁ לִבּוּשׁ הָאוֹר נתְִכַּסֶּ י הַתּוֹרָה בְּ הָאוֹר אִם כִּ  
אִתְגַלְייָא הָיהָ רוֹן וְזהֶוּ בְּ יס חִסָּ כִּ  

And this is what the Sages said: “Would that they abandoned Me 
but kept My Torah.” 

אָמְרוּ וְזהֶוּ  מָרוּ וְתוֹרָתִי עָזבְוּ אוֹתִי הַלְוַאי חֲז״ַל שֶׁ שָׁ  

Meaning: when a person learns Torah, he sees only letters before 
him. 

 
ירוּשׁ י פֵּ לְפָניָו רוֹאֶה הוּא תּוֹרָה הַלּוֹמֵד הָאָדָם כִּ  
 אוֹתִיּוֹת

And afterwards, he contemplates, and gates of wisdom open for 
him to understand the Torah with intellect and comprehension. 

 
חִין מִתְבּוֹנןֵ כָּךְ וְאַחַר תְחֵי לוֹ וְנפְִתָּ אֶת לְהָבִין חָכְמָה פִּ  

כֶל הַתּוֹרָה וּבְהָבָנהָ בְּשֵׂ  
From where does he receive this wisdom and understanding? 
After all, he saw only letters! 

כֶל לוֹ מִנַּיןִ  י רָאָה לֹא הֲלֹא וְהַהֲבָנהָ? הַשֵּׂ אוֹתִיּוֹת אִם כִּ ! 

And one may say, as it is written in the Zohar: “And a river 
flows from Eden to water the garden…” 

 
י לוֹמַר וְישֵׁ זֹּהַר אִיתָא כִּ  ית בַּ יוֹצֵא וְנהָָר י׳( ב׳, )בְּרֵאשִׁ  

קוֹת מֵעֵדֶן הַגָּן אֶת לְהַשְׁ  
For there is a Supernal Eden, and the “river” is a term of 
extension  meaning, an extension flows from the Supernal Eden 
to water the Garden (i.e., the orders of Torah). 

 
י טוּת לְשׁוֹן וְנהָָר עֶלְיוֹן עֵדֶן ישֵׁ כִּ י הִתְפַּשְּׁ טוּת כִּ הִתְפַּשְּׁ  

קוֹת עֶלְיוֹן מֵעֵדֶן יוֹצֵא דְאוֹרַייְתָא סִדְרֵי הַגַּ״ן אֶת לְהַשְׁ  

“And from there it separates”  meaning it reaches us in the 
“world of separation,” the world of action  

 
ם רֵד וּמִשָּׁ הוּא יפָּ עָלְמָא אֵצְלֵנוּ בָּא שֶׁ פְרוּדָא בְּ הוּא דִּ  
יָּה עוֹלַם הַעֲשִׂ  

“And becomes four heads”  that is, it becomes within us four 
mochin (faculties): intellect, understanding, and da’as 
(knowledge), which divides into two. 

 
עָה וְהָיהָ ים לְאַרְבָּ ה הַינְוּ רָאשִׁ נַּעֲשֶׂ מוֹחִין ד׳ אֵצְלֵנוּ שֶׁ  
כֶל ניֵ נחֱֶלָק וְדַעַת וּבִינהָ שֵׂ מוֹחִין לִשְׁ  

One is called Pishon  “the mouth that repeats halachos.”  ם ישׁוֹן הָאֶחָד שֵׁ ה פִּ הֲלָכוֹת שׁוֹנהֶ פֶּ  

The second is Gichon  “that they clash with each other.”  ם נגְּחִין גִּיחוֹן הָאֶחָד וְשֵׁ מְּ זהֶ זהֶ שֶׁ בָּ  

The third is Chidekel  “sharp and swift.”  ם י וְשֵׁ לִישִׁ קֶל הַשְּׁ קַל חַד חִדֶּ  

And the fourth is Peras  “whose waters are fruitful and multiply.”  ם רָת הוּא הָרְבִיעִי וְשֵׁ מֵימָיו פְּ רִין שֶׁ וְרָבִין פָּ  

That is, a person is not wise or learned on his own  but Hashem 
is the one who teaches to benefit, as it is written (Mishlei 2:6): 

 
אֵין וְהַינְוּ י מֵעַצְמוֹ וְלַמְדָן חָכָם הָאָדָם שֶׁ ם אִם כִּ הַשֵּׁ  
ד הוּא לְהוֹעִיל הַמְלַמֵּ  

“For Hashem gives wisdom; from His mouth [comes] 
knowledge and understanding,” etc. 

 
לֵי וְהוּא י ו׳( ב׳, )מִשְׁ ן ה׳ כִּ יו חָכְמָה יתֵּ עַת מִפִּ דַּ  

וְגוֹ׳ וּתְבוּנהָ  
“And a river goes forth…”  meaning: one who repeats (learns), 
as it were, Hashem teaches the person to review halachos. 

 
ירוּשׁ גוֹ׳ יוֹצֵא וְנהָָר בְיכָוֹל שׁוֹנהֶ פֵּ ם כִּ ד הַשֵּׁ לָאָדָם מְלַמֵּ  

יִּהְיהֶ הֲלָכוֹת שׁוֹנהֶ שֶׁ  

And so too all the four mochin (faculties) mentioned above.  הַנַּ״ל מוֹחִין הַד׳ כָּל וְכֵן  
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And behold, a person who learns not in the above-mentioned 
way  to come to the Hidden Light  

 
לֹּא הַלּוֹמֵד הָאָדָם וְהִנֵּה רֶךְ שֶׁ דֶּ יָּבוֹא הַנַּ״ל בַּ הָאוֹר אֶל שֶׁ  
 הַגָּנוּז

his learning is of no benefit to him, except that he becomes a 
scholar and expert in halachah. 

 
לִמּוּדוֹ לוֹ מוֹעִיל אֵינוֹ הוּא י בְּ ה מַה אִם כִּ נַּעֲשָׂ לַמְדָן שֶּׁ  
הֲלָכוֹת וּבָקִי בְּ  

That is, [he engages only with] the letters of the Torah  but this is 
not the intention of the Blessed Name, for this is not the essence. 

 
בַּתּוֹרָה הָאוֹתִיּוֹת וְהַינְוּ כוּוָּן זהֶ וְאֵין שֶׁ ל הַמְּ ם שֶׁ הַשֵּׁ  

רַךְ אֵין יתְִבָּ ר זהֶ שֶׁ הָעִיקָּ  
Rather, the main thing is that through the Torah one should rise 
above the letters  

י  עַל אִם כִּ מֵהָאוֹתִיּוֹת לְמַעְלָה יעֲַלֶה הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי שֶׁ  

that is, to the place where there is no “clothing” of the Light  to 
the place where the Torah was light before the sin of Adam 
HaRishon, 

 
קוֹם הַינְוּ אֵין לַמָּ קוֹם הַינְוּ לָאוֹר הִתְלַבְּשׁוּת שֶׁ לַמָּ  

הָיתְָה הָרִאשׁוֹן אָדָם חֵטְא קדֶֹם אוֹר הַתּוֹרָה שֶׁ  

before “garments of skin” were made  when the light of Torah 
had not yet been covered. 

 
עֲדַייִן תָנוֹת נעֲַשׂוּ לֹא שֶׁ לֹּא עוֹר כְּ ה שֶׁ הָאוֹר נתְִכַּסָּ  

בַּתּוֹרָה  שֶׁ
And this is [the meaning of what] our Sages said: “Would that 
they abandoned Me but kept My Torah”  

אָמְרוּ וְזהֶוּ  מָרוּ וְתוֹרָתִי עָזבְוּ אוֹתִי הַלְוַאי חֲז״ַל שֶׁ שָׁ  

meaning, the learning that is only letters  “they abandoned Me”; 
but “My Torah they kept”  that is, the Torah that is beyond the 
letters  that is the Hidden Light mentioned above. 

 
ירוּשׁ הוּא הַלִּימוּד פֵּ י אֵינוֹ שֶׁ עָזבְוּ אוֹתִי אוֹתִיּוֹת אִם כִּ  
מָרוּ וְתוֹרָתִי הוּא שָׁ הוּא מֵהָאוֹתִיּוֹת לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ הָאוֹר שֶׁ  

הַנַּ״ל הַגָּנוּז  
​
[NOTE Summary​
 Shabbos HaGadol is named for the miracle that occurred before the Exodus, yet at the Red Sea there was an 
accusation  “These and these are idol worshipers.” Rabbi Menachem Nachum explains that the Israelites were 
not idolaters in practice, but were deeply immersed in the 50 gates of impurity, in a state of small-mindedness, 
unable to connect to Hashem on their own. Hashem brought them out, elevating them to spiritual greatness, 
fulfilling “And you grew and became great.” The redemption in Nissan is not only a historical event but an 
annual spiritual opportunity  every Nissan, each Jew can move from smallness to greatness, just as in the first 
redemption. 

Pesach is identified with the “right arm,” the revelation of kindness in the world, and the life-force of the entire 
year. Even events that appear harsh conceal a hidden kindness, as with a sick person being sustained by food, 
which itself is an act of chesed. This hidden kindness extends even to times of judgment. The faith and actions 
of the Israelites on the night of the Exodus  performing the Seder, speaking of the redemption, and believing it 
would come  drew down those kindnesses and brought the redemption. The same process is possible for each 
Jew every year. 

The prohibition of even the smallest amount of chametz on Pesach reflects the closeness of holiness (matzah) 
and impurity (chametz)  separated only by a subtle shift, symbolized by the interchange of the letters ches and 
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hei. The yetzer hara rarely persuades a person to commit a blatant sin; rather, it disguises sin as a mitzvah by 
subtly altering perception. “One who comes to purify  they help him” means that Heaven opens his eyes to see 
the truth, to keep the hei “open” above. 

The command to Aharon regarding the korban olah teaches that Torah is the means to subdue the yetzer hara, 
for “the light within it brings one back to good.” The goal of Torah study is to reach the Hidden Light, the state 
of Torah as it existed before the sin of Adam HaRishon, unclouded by coverings. Those who reach this level 
see no difference between “now” and “for generations,” perceiving all through the clarity of the Hidden Light. 
The Zohar describes this light as a river flowing from Eden to water the garden, producing the faculties of 
intellect, understanding, and da’as, which nourish true Torah insight. Without this inner connection, Torah study 
remains mere letters, but when one rises above the letters, the Torah reveals its pure light, fulfilling “Would that 
they abandoned Me but kept My Torah”  for the essence of Torah is beyond the letters, in the Hidden Light. 

Practical Takeaway​
 Every year, Pesach offers a personal redemption  a chance to leave the confines of spiritual smallness and enter 
greatness. By drawing down hidden kindness through sincere avodah, especially during Pesach, one can be 
sustained and uplifted for the entire year. Guard against the subtle disguises of the yetzer hara by seeking the 
openness and clarity of the “hei,” and approach Torah not as mere letters, but as the living connection to 
Hashem’s Hidden Light. 

Chassidic Story​
 It is related that when Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl was approached about printing his teachings, 
he insisted that only those Torah thoughts he no longer remembered be included in Me’or Einayim. His 
reasoning was that what he still recalled might be mixed with his own intellectual retention, but the teachings 
he had forgotten were purely gifts from Heaven  divine inspiration that had flowed through him untainted by 
personal pride. This humility and reverence for the source of Torah gave the sefer a special character, and it has 
continued to inspire readers for over two centuries.​
 Source: Me’or Einayim, introduction to first edition (Slavuta, 1798). END NOTE] 

 

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com 
9 

https://www.chassidusnow.com/

