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Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl (1730-1787), author of Me 'or Einayim, was one of the foremost
disciples of the Maggid of Mezritch and a transmitter of the Baal Shem Tov’s teachings. He was the founder of
the Chernobyl Chassidic dynasty and a leader who combined profound Torah scholarship with a gentle,
encouraging approach to avodas Hashem. His teachings often illuminated the hidden kindness of Hashem
within every event and emphasized the constant potential for spiritual elevation. The following discourse on
Shabbos HaGadol and Pesach weaves together the historical redemption from Egypt, the ongoing possibility of
personal redemption, and the path toward accessing the Hidden Light of the Torah.

The Shabbos before Pesach is called “Shabbos HaGadol”
because of the miracle that happened on it.

The matter is as our Sages of blessed memory said: at the sea
there was an accusation “These and these are idol worshipers.”

And is it possible that the Israelites were idol worshipers,
Heaven forbid, at that time?

Rather, the Israelites were immersed in the 50 gates of impurity,
among the klipos (husks of impurity), and were in a state of
small-mindedness.

And they were not able to come to the Blessed Name.

And the Blessed Name brought them out from there, and they
came to a state of greatness.

And this is (Yechezkel 16:7) “And you grew and became
great,” meaning that you came to greatness of intellect.

And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed, and in Nissan they
are destined to be redeemed.”

For there are two types of exile: one is the general exile the
exile of the entire people of Israel among the nations.

And there is also a personal exile that is, for each and every
Jew, that the soul is in exile under the dominion of the evil
inclination.

And behold, this is a great principle: that in every time of the
year, whenever that time comes around again, the same thing
happens as happened the first time.
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And therefore we bless: “Who has brought us to this time.”

And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and came from
smallness to greatness, and in Nissan they are destined to be
redeemed” meaning that in every year, when that time comes,
one can come out from smallness to greatness just like the first
time.

Pesach is the “right arm” meaning that on Pesach kindnesses
were revealed in the world.

And Pesach is the life-force of the entire year that is, through
those kindnesses that are drawn down on Pesach via the Seder
and other matters done on Pesach.

Therefore, the Sages taught in their Mishnah about Pesach
regarding grain that is, sustenance.

And the whole world is sustained by His great kindness.

And this is [the meaning of] “On Pesach, Yitzchak was born”
behold, the truth is that on Pesach kindnesses are drawn for the
whole year.

But behold, our eyes see that there are actions that, outwardly, do
not appear to come from kindness.

Nevertheless, the kindness is hidden within them.

As our Sages of blessed memory said: when a person is sick, his
food sustains him.

And behold, food is of the attribute of kindness as it says: “Who
nourishes the world... with grace and with kindness.”

Thus, the kindness is hidden within it.

And this too is what our Sages of blessed memory said that the
Shechinah supports the sick person.

That is, the aspect of [Hashem's Presence] which dwells
throughout the world for “the whole earth is full of His glory.”
And this is the attribute of kindness, as it is written (Tehillim
33:5): “The kindness of Hashem fills the earth.”

And this is “On Pesach Yitzchak was born” meaning, the
judgments that are born throughout the year are with Pesach, that
1s, with the kindness that is hidden within them.
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As mentioned above even in the sick person, the kindness is
hidden, and through that kindness, he is healed.

And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and in Nissan they
are destined to be redeemed.”

That is, at the sea there was an accusation “These and these
were idol worshipers.”

If so, it is truly difficult how were they redeemed?

But in Mitzrayim, the Israelites did the entire Seder that night
exactly as it should be, like we do,

and they were recounting the Exodus from Egypt, and they
believed that certainly they would be redeemed.

And through those kindnesses they drew down, they were
redeemed.

And in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed.
For there is a general exile, and there is a personal exile that is,
the suffering each Jew experiences.

And through those kindnesses that are drawn down in Nissan,
they are destined to be redeemed.

Chametz on Pesach even in the smallest amount [is forbidden],

for holiness is called “matzah,” and the klipah (impurity) is
called “chametz.”

And the only difference between them is the tiny something
between the ches and the hei.

And behold, ches and hei are interchangeable among the guttural

letters (Y*1iX).

And the idea is that it’s not common for the evil inclination to
persuade a person to a known sin because who would listen to
it?

Rather, it shows him that it is a mitzvah, and swaps for him the
ches with a hei.

And this is what our Sages of blessed memory said: “One who
comes to purify they help him; one who comes to defile they
open for him.”

And at first glance, it is not understood “One who comes to

defile they open for him” this implies that something is done to

enable him to become defiled.
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If so, then it seems they are helping him!

But the explanation is the opposite: the one who comes to defile
meaning, the evil inclination shows him that it is a mitzvah and
switches ches with hei “they open for him,” and show him that
the hei must be open at the top.

And Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “Command Aharon,” etc.
there is no [use of the word] “command” (1¥) except as an
expression of urging, immediately and for generations.

Rabbi Shimon said: especially, etc., in a place where there is
financial loss.

And it is difficult behold, all the mitzvos were stated to be
observed for all generations.

And what is the financial loss regarding the korban olah?
Behold, there are many mitzvos that require even greater
financial sacrifice, and it does not say about them “command,” a
language of urgency.

And one may say that the Torah which Hashem gave us its main
purpose is that through it we subdue the evil inclination.
Therefore, it is often mentioned in the Zohar “to toil in Torah”
which is the Aramaic translation of “And a man wrestled with
him” (Bereishis 32:25),

meaning that through Torah, a person is able to wrestle with the
evil inclination and subdue it.

For the light within it brings him back to good.

For through Torah, a person is able to cleave to Hashem, blessed
be He Who is hidden within the Torah, and that is the light
within it.

For Hashem, blessed be He, is hidden within the Torah, and
through Torah we can cleave to Him and subdue the evil
inclination.

And this is [the meaning of] “I have seen those who ascend, and
they are few” for through Torah a person can rise higher and
also repair what he has damaged.

And this is “The Torah of the Olah” through it one can rise
upward the entire night until the morning,
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that is, even his darkness he can elevate and turn it into a
morning of light.

abbi Meir, it was written with an ayin, like in our Torah.

But “in the Torah of Rabbi Meir” meaning, in the Torah he
taught to his generation and with which he illuminated their eyes
it means he taught them how to access the hidden light within
the Torah.

For since it became clothed in garments, not everyone can access
the hidden light.

And Rabbi Meir would teach his generation and illuminate their
eyes how to reach the hidden light.

And let us return to our topic that through Torah, a person is
elevated. This is [the meaning of] “This is the Torah of the
Olah.”

And how is a person elevated through Torah? It is only by
coming to the Hidden Light.

That is, to gaze through the Hidden Light at what will be from
one end of the world to the other.

And this is [the meaning of] “Command (1¥)” there is no
‘command’ but an expression of urgency, “immediate and for
generations.”

That is, it should be equal to him what is now in the present,
that is, “immediate,” and what will be for generations that too
should be equal to what is “immediate,” meaning what is now.
And therefore, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said in the Zohar what
Rabbah bar bar Chanah said [in the Gemara] even though he
lived many hundreds of years after Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai.
And so too Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, saw Rabbi
Akiva who lived thousands of years after Moshe Rabbeinu,
peace be upon him.

This is because through their Torah, they came to the Hidden
Light, and there, there is no difference between “now” and “for
generations.”

Rabbi Shimon said: “Especially where there is financial loss...”
meaning, if one studies Torah and reaches the Hidden Light,
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there the light is not clothed in any covering or garment. That is,
it is like the Torah before the sin of Adam HaRishon before he

made garments of light.

Then, the light of Torah was not hidden it was revealed. And

this is [the meaning of] “financial loss.”

And this is what the Sages said: “Would that they abandoned Me

but kept My Torah.”

Meaning: when a person learns Torah, he sees only letters before

him.

And afterwards, he contemplates, and gates of wisdom open for
him to understand the Torah with intellect and comprehension.

From where does he receive this wisdom and understanding?

After all, he saw only letters!

And one may say, as it is written in the Zohar: “And a river

flows from Eden to water the garden...”

For there is a Supernal Eden, and the “river” is a term of
extension meaning, an extension flows from the Supernal Eden

to water the Garden (i.e., the orders of Torah).

“And from there it separates” meaning it reaches us in the

“world of separation,” the world of action

“And becomes four heads” that is, it becomes within us four
mochin (faculties): intellect, understanding, and da’as

(knowledge), which divides into two.

One is called Pishon “the mouth that repeats halachos.”

The second is Gichon “that they clash with each other.”

The third is Chidekel “sharp and swift.”

And the fourth is Peras “whose waters are fruitful and multiply.’

2

That is, a person is not wise or learned on his own but Hashem
is the one who teaches to benefit, as it is written (Mishlei 2:6):

“For Hashem gives wisdom; from His mouth [comes]

knowledge and understanding,” etc.

2

“And a river goes forth...

meaning: one who repeats (learns),

as it were, Hashem teaches the person to review halachos.

And so too all the four mochin (faculties) mentioned above.
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And behold, a person who learns not in the above-mentioned TiRT 98 RI2Y 9717 7772 X9V Tiva oIy MM
way to come to the Hidden Light [ghh]
his learning is of no benefit to him, except that he becomes a 17072 AW T oK 03 752 17 DYin iR K0
scholar and expert in halachah. niohaa R
That is, [he engages only with] the letters of the Torah but this is Qv DY 111017 71 PRY 71iRaY niniRg 1w
not the intention of the Blessed Name, for this is not the essence. ROV AL TRY 7120

Rather, the main thing is that through the Torah one should rise o : :

NPRIRTR 72YR7 77 A7IRT 0T YYY oR 02
above the letters T T
that is, to the place where there is no “clothing” of the Light to
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the place where the Torah was light before the sin of Adam e e T P R NG

TR TR XY0 07 MK 77IR0 A0y

HaRishon,
before “garments of skin” were made when the light of Torah TiRT 79201 KPYW 7Y nian3 Wyl X Ty
had not yet been covered. 7Py

And this is [the meaning of what] our Sages said: “Would that

1Y N7INY 121V PNIR ORIPT DI 1RY 1)
they abandoned Me but kept My Torah” T oo T

meaning, the learning that is only letters “they abandoned Me”; 121¥ °NIR NINIR AR °D PR RIY TINO9T WD
but “My Torah they kept” that is, the Torah that is beyond the TIRT XITY NPNIRGD PvRY XY 1Y Cn7im
letters that is the Hidden Light mentioned above. 2717 1130

[NOTE Summary

Shabbos HaGadol is named for the miracle that occurred before the Exodus, yet at the Red Sea there was an
accusation “These and these are idol worshipers.” Rabbi Menachem Nachum explains that the Israelites were
not idolaters in practice, but were deeply immersed in the 50 gates of impurity, in a state of small-mindedness,
unable to connect to Hashem on their own. Hashem brought them out, elevating them to spiritual greatness,
fulfilling “And you grew and became great.” The redemption in Nissan is not only a historical event but an
annual spiritual opportunity every Nissan, each Jew can move from smallness to greatness, just as in the first
redemption.

Pesach is identified with the “right arm,” the revelation of kindness in the world, and the life-force of the entire
year. Even events that appear harsh conceal a hidden kindness, as with a sick person being sustained by food,
which itself is an act of chesed. This hidden kindness extends even to times of judgment. The faith and actions
of the Israelites on the night of the Exodus performing the Seder, speaking of the redemption, and believing it
would come drew down those kindnesses and brought the redemption. The same process is possible for each
Jew every year.

The prohibition of even the smallest amount of chametz on Pesach reflects the closeness of holiness (matzah)
and impurity (chametz) separated only by a subtle shift, symbolized by the interchange of the letters ches and
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hei. The yetzer hara rarely persuades a person to commit a blatant sin; rather, it disguises sin as a mitzvah by
subtly altering perception. “One who comes to purify they help him” means that Heaven opens his eyes to see
the truth, to keep the hei “open” above.

The command to Aharon regarding the korban olah teaches that Torah is the means to subdue the yetzer hara,
for “the light within it brings one back to good.” The goal of Torah study is to reach the Hidden Light, the state
of Torah as it existed before the sin of Adam HaRishon, unclouded by coverings. Those who reach this level
see no difference between “now” and “for generations,” perceiving all through the clarity of the Hidden Light.
The Zohar describes this light as a river flowing from Eden to water the garden, producing the faculties of
intellect, understanding, and da’as, which nourish true Torah insight. Without this inner connection, Torah study
remains mere letters, but when one rises above the letters, the Torah reveals its pure light, fulfilling “Would that
they abandoned Me but kept My Torah” for the essence of Torah is beyond the letters, in the Hidden Light.

Practical Takeaway

Every year, Pesach offers a personal redemption a chance to leave the confines of spiritual smallness and enter
greatness. By drawing down hidden kindness through sincere avodah, especially during Pesach, one can be
sustained and uplifted for the entire year. Guard against the subtle disguises of the yetzer hara by seeking the
openness and clarity of the “hei,” and approach Torah not as mere letters, but as the living connection to
Hashem’s Hidden Light.

Chassidic Story

It is related that when Rabbi Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl was approached about printing his teachings,
he insisted that only those Torah thoughts he no longer remembered be included in Me 'or Einayim. His
reasoning was that what he still recalled might be mixed with his own intellectual retention, but the teachings
he had forgotten were purely gifts from Heaven divine inspiration that had flowed through him untainted by
personal pride. This humility and reverence for the source of Torah gave the sefer a special character, and it has
continued to inspire readers for over two centuries.

Source: Me or Einayim, introduction to first edition (Slavuta, 1798). END NOTE]

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

