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For how could I go up to my father, and the lad is not with me, lest I see the evil that will befall my father

(Bereishis 44:34)

“For how could I go up to my Father who is in Heaven, and the 277 WK AR PR WIT IR I8 A2UR PR 0D
lad is not with me?”—if the children, Heaven forbid, are not TR ALY 130 IMIDT IR2WRMDN TR 27 WiTRD
conducting themselves in the ways of our forefathers, OX AR NPR WIT OR DHWAY SR X 7N
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for your servant became surety for the lad (ibid. 43:9). Behold, 1%y 172 K97 ,(27 OW) TYIT DR 27 T72Y 0D
we accepted upon ourselves that our children will be guarantors TR 10 N7 WK 1% 2027y P 1Y
for us, just as at Mount Sinai we accepted the holy Torah upon PY Doty 11032 YY) %Y 1Lap TYiTRI

ourselves and upon our children—and lips will kiss.

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan interprets Yehudah’s words to Yosef, “For how could I go up to my father and the
lad is not with me,” as a deep spiritual message. The “Father” here refers to our Father in Heaven, and the
“lad” refers to our children. If the children, Heaven forbid, are not following the ways of our ancestors, we
cannot truly “ascend” to our Father. Just as Yehudah became a guarantor for Binyamin, we accepted at Har
Sinai that our children would be our guarantors in the keeping of the Torah. Our own closeness to Hashem is
bound to their spiritual commitment.

Practical Takeaway:
Each generation holds the responsibility to guide the next in Torah and mitzvos. By investing in the spiritual
growth of our children and students, we secure our own bond with Hashem and ensure the Torah’s continuity.

Chassidic Story:

It is told that Rabbi Meir of Premishlan once noticed a father in his community distressed because his son was
drifting from Torah observance. Rabbi Meir took the man by the hand and said, “At Sinai, you pledged for
your child, and your child for you. The link between your souls is unbreakable—strengthen your own Torah
and mitzvos, and it will awaken his as well.” The father took the advice to heart, and in time, his son returned
to a life of Torah. This, Rabbi Meir explained, is the secret of Yehudah’s guarantee for Binyamin—it flows
both ways.

END NOTE]
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And you shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near to me—you, and your sons, and your
sons’ sons, and your flocks, and your cattle, and all that you have (Bereishis 45:10)
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“And you shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be
near to me.” [ heard in the name of the holy and famous Rabbi
Meir, may his merit shield us, from Premishlan, that he asked:
Why did Yosef not want his father, his brothers, and their
households to live in Egypt in the royal city, where Yosef
himself and his household lived, where they would be even
closer to him than by dwelling in the land of Goshen?

And he, may his memory be a blessing, answered that Yosef
feared that if they lived with him in one city, perhaps, Heaven
forbid, strife would arise at the outset between his people and the
people of his father and brothers, and afterwards the love
between them would dissolve—even between Yosef and his
brothers themselves.

Especially since there had already been division at the
beginning, when they all lived together in their father’s house in
the land of Canaan, and look at what had resulted. Therefore,
Yosef said that if you dwell in the land of Goshen, then “you
shall be near to me,” meaning that then there would be no
separation, Heaven forbid, between us; on the contrary, there
would be love, brotherhood, and friendship, and no jealousy
toward me from my brothers. Understand this. These are his
words, and the words of a wise man are gracious.

[NOTE Summary:
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Rabbi Meir of Premishlan explains Yosef’s words to his father, “And you shall dwell in the land of Goshen,
and you shall be near to me,” as more than a logistical arrangement. Yosef intentionally avoided having his
father, brothers, and their households live in the royal city where he resided, despite its physical closeness. He
feared that constant proximity might lead to friction between his attendants and his brothers’ households,
potentially weakening the bond between himself and his family. Given their earlier history of conflict even
while living together in Canaan, Yosef sought to preserve unity by maintaining a respectful distance. In
Goshen, they would remain “near” in love and harmony, without the jealousy or strife that proximity could

spark.

Practical Takeaway:

True closeness is measured not only by physical distance but by the preservation of peace and love. Sometimes
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maintaining a little space allows relationships to flourish, protecting them from unnecessary tension and

ensuring that affection remains pure and undisturbed.

Chassidic Story:

It is related that Rabbi Meir of Premishlan was once asked why he sometimes declined to live near close
friends or family, even though they longed for his company. He replied, “Two flames placed too close may
burn each other out—but with a little space, they can give light together.” On one occasion, a young couple
sought his advice about living near relatives. Rabbi Meir gently told them this teaching, and years later, they
shared how that wisdom had preserved both their marriage and their extended family’s peace.

END NOTE]
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And Yosef gathered all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of
Canaan, for the grain that they were buying (Bereishis 47:14)

“And Yosef gathered all the money that was found in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the grain that they were
buying.” I heard in the name of my master and teacher, Rabbi
Meir of Premishlan, to explain this based on that which is taught
in Maseches Avodah Zarah (41a): “One who finds fragments of
idols—these are permitted, since once they are broken they are
certainly nullified.” Rabbah bar bar Chana said in the name of
Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: Once I was walking after Rabbi
Eliezer HaKappar on the road, and he found a ring with the
image of a serpent on it.

He found a young non-Jew and said nothing to him. He found an
adult non-Jew and told him to nullify it, but he did not nullify
it—so he struck him (as Rashi explains, “he hit him”)—and he
nullified it. From this we learn three things: We learn that a
non-Jew may nullify idolatry, whether his own or another’s, and
we learn that a non-Jew may nullify idolatry even against his
will, etc. (ibid. 43b).
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And in Egypt there was an image of idolatry on the coins, and
the nullification of a Jew was of no effect—only the non-Jew
himself was able to nullify it. This is the meaning of the verse,
“And Yosef gathered all the money that was found in Egypt,” for
since the coins had images of idolatry, it was necessary for the
Egyptians to break the coins and nullify them. This is the
meaning of “for the grain that they were buying”—meaning, that
the Egyptians themselves broke and nullified the coins.
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[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Meir of Premishlan explains the verse “And Yosef gathered all the money that was found in the land of
Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the grain they were buying” through a teaching from the Gemara (Avodah
Zarah 41a, 43b). The Gemara discusses that broken pieces of idols are permitted because they are certainly
nullified, and that only a non-Jew can nullify idolatry, even that of another, and even against his will. In Egypt,
the coins bore images of idolatry. Since a Jew’s nullification was ineffective, Yosef required the Egyptians
themselves to break and nullify their coins before use. Thus, “for the grain they were buying” means the
Egyptians themselves broke and annulled the coins.

Practical Takeaway:
When removing impurity or negative influence, the change must come from the source itself. External
pressure can help, but lasting transformation requires the one bound to the problem to break it from within.

Chassidic Story:

It is told that Rabbi Meir of Premishlan once advised a man whose son had fallen into bad company. The
father wanted to forcibly remove him, but Rabbi Meir said, “If the coin bears a false image, you must let its
owner break it. You can guide him to the hammer, but the hand must be his.” The father took this to heart,
patiently guiding his son until the boy himself chose to abandon the harmful influences. END NOTE]
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Here for you is seed, and you shall sow the land (Bereishis 47:23)
I heard in the name of Rabbi Meir of Premishlan: “May you
have seed.” The word “X7” (here) is an acronym for “Hachnasas
Orchim” (hospitality to guests). Through this, one merits to have
seed and all good.
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[NOTE Summary:
Rabbi Meir of Premishlan interprets Yoset’s words, “Here for you is seed,” as containing a hidden allusion. The

word “X7” is read as an acronym for “Hachnasas Orchim” (hospitality to guests). By welcoming guests, a
person merits to have “seed”—offspring and continuity—as well as all forms of blessing and goodness.

Practical Takeaway:
Hospitality is not only a kindness to others; it is a channel for bringing blessing into one’s own life. By opening

our homes and hearts to guests, we open ourselves to the gift of lasting legacy and abundance. END NOTE]
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