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Siman #492
It is stated in the name of our teacher Saadia Gaon (Sefer "MYL ,0092197) 1IR3 TITY0 3027 O ROR
Ta’amei Teki’at Shofar) that the shofar is to bring fear. 122 702 X027 XI7 0w 03 (M9 nypn
Therefore, the infant will tremble and quake from the sound of “93n TneNn 1K) 0 2ipn ) T PirRa
the shofar, and he is not afraid of musical instruments. %I

And therefore each person must fear when he hears the sound of
the shofar, and immediately when a person fears from the sound
of the shofar, the Shechinah is elevated. And this is the meaning
of the verse: “God has ascended with a blast, the Lord with the
sound of a shofar” (Tehillim 47:6).
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[NOTE Summary

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz teaches that everything in creation has a hidden rhythm of renewal, a kind of “sleep,”
through which life is restored and refreshed each day. Just as plants, animals, and even water contain a measure
of this “sleep” that preserves and renews them, so too man surrenders his vitality in sleep, returning it to the
higher Source. This mystery is heightened on Rosh Hashanah, when a deep spiritual “sleep” descends upon the
Divine attributes, and from this concealment new vitality and blessing are drawn forth for the entire year. The
shofar is central to this process, for its raw, trembling sound awakens awe and shakes the soul to its core,
elevating the Shechinah and drawing down renewed life. Rabbi Saadia Gaon explained that while music does
not inspire awe, the primal cry of the shofar terrifies even a child—its power is to stir true fear of Heaven. Thus,
the call of the shofar is not only remembrance but a channel through which G-d ascends in awe and
reestablishes His kingship in the world.

Practical Takeaway

When we hear the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, we should not treat it as a mere ritual or tradition. The shofar is
meant to awaken fear and trembling, to shake us out of complacency and arouse us to real teshuvah. Its cry has
the power to lift the Shechinah, renew our souls, and open a channel of Divine mercy. Approach the shofar with
reverence and inner trembling, knowing that it is the key to renewal for yourself and for the world.

Chassidic Story

Once, on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the students of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz noticed that he lingered long
before the tekiot of the shofar began. The congregation waited in suspense, wondering why he delayed. Finally,
with great trembling, Rabbi Pinchas turned to the shofar blower and said: “Remember, every sound you release
shakes the Heavens. Even a child trembles at the cry of the shofar, because it is not a sound of this world—it is
the voice of the Shechinah rising.” After the tekiot were blown, he explained that if a person truly feels that
awe, then at the very moment of fear the Shechinah itself ascends and is uplifted. The students later recalled
that year as one filled with unusual blessing and tranquility, which they attributed to the powerful awe Rabbi
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Pinchas infused into the shofar that Rosh Hashanah. (Source: Imrei Pinchas, Rosh Hashanah teachings)] END

NOTE]

Siman #493

Once he said in the synagogue before the sounding of the shofar,
and he aroused the world to tears greatly.

And when he came to his home, he told us that the reason words
of Torah are said before the shofar blowing is so that the people
will hear.

And when the listener hears, he gathers his soul to himself, and
he takes their souls and blows them into the shofar, and with this
he elevates their souls.

And he told us that he could not explain this matter to others, for
it is above speech. Just as one shows something with his head or
hand and does not say it, so too is this matter.

And also, when a sick person has pain, he cannot say how it
hurts, and he sighs with a voice without speech—so too is the
shofar, a sound without words.

And he said: If I had not come into the world except to reveal
this matter, it would be enough.

[NOTE Summary
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Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz revealed that the shofar is not mere sound but the voice of the soul itself, lifted beyond
words. The Torah words spoken before the blasts gather the souls of those who hear, and through the blowing
of the shofar their inner life is elevated toward Heaven. The cry of the shofar is like the sigh of a person in
pain—too deep for words, yet more true than any explanation. Its essence is to awaken trembling, tears, and

awe, and in that moment the Shechinah is uplifted.

Practical Takeaway

When listening to the shofar, one should not only hear a ritual blast but feel the soul’s own cry. Approach it
with the awareness that your very breath and life are being gathered and raised upward. The shofar is your
innermost voice beyond words, and through it you connect with the Shechinah. END NOTE]
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Siman #494

On Rosh Hashanah of the year 5548 (1787), he spoke in the
synagogue before the shofar blowing—which was not his usual
practice.

On Rosh Hashanah, a sleep falls upon Ze’ir Anpin (Peri Eitz
Chaim, Shaar HaSofer ch. 6)—that is, upon the Torah, upon the
angels, and upon all souls, as explained in the kavanos of
“Hamapil Chevlei Sheina” (Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar Krias Shema al
HaMitah ch. 19).

Because of this, many difficulties and doubts fall into Torah,
sufficient for the entire year.

And it is taught in the Gemara (Shabbos 112b): “If the earlier
ones were like angels, then we are like donkeys.”

For the early ones had great intellect, and their hearts were like
the entrance of the Ulam (Eruvin 53b). They drew down great
light and brought Torah into the entire world—even into
animals.

Such as the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair, which would not
eat untithed food and had Ruach HaKodesh to sense it (Chullin
7a).

And also the donkey of Rabbi Yosi of Yokrat, upon which they
placed a pair of sandals (Taanis 24a).

Torah spread even into the inanimate, plant, and living realms.
Therefore, one must weep on Rosh Hashanah, for through this
all intellects and all worlds are created.

For it is the removal of waste from the brain through tears—for a
child who cries much will be wise.

And one blows the shofar, for the nature of the shofar is to
terrify, as it is said (Amos 3:6): “If a shofar is blown in a city,
shall the people not tremble?”’

And as Rambam wrote (Hilchos Teshuvah 3:7; cf. Saadia Gaon,
Ta’amei Teki’as Shofar), for when a child hears the sound of the
shofar he trembles, unlike when he hears the sound of musical
instruments.
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And through this, that dread falls upon the people of the world,
there is elevation, as it is said (Tehillim 47:6): “God has
ascended with a blast.”

And the intellects return, and all the doubts are resolved, and he
elaborated further.

Afterwards, when he came to his home after leaving the
synagogue, he said:

He said: I did not finish for you in the synagogue, for this—that
we pray on Rosh Hashanah “And let every being know that You
are his Maker, and let every creature understand...”—for the
animals are called the product of man.

For although the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair had Ruach
HaKodesh, nevertheless he would ride upon it, and sometimes,
when it did not wish to go on the path, he would strike it.

And we pray that Torah spread into all creatures, and that every
creation understand man. And understand this.

And he said: If I had not spoken words of Torah beforehand, it
would not have been possible to blow (in his words: “1TX?2 717
IR avTY).

And because the people heard the words of Torah, I took all the
souls with everything and blew them into the shofar (in his
words: “I91W ayT v PIKD2 97X XA PR”).

Afterwards he said: I cannot explain this matter to you, for there
is Torah that is above speech, as it is written in the Tikkunim
(23a): “And the enlightened are enlightened from themselves
until they are unable to speak it with their mouths.”

And this is like a parable: when a man is sick, he cries out
because he cannot explain or express to people the extent of his
illness and his pains.

And he praised this matter—that through the dread that falls, etc.
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[NOTE Summary

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz revealed profound secrets about the shofar and Rosh Hashanah. He explained that on
Rosh Hashanah a great “sleep” falls upon the Divine attributes, the Torah, the angels, and the souls. From this
concealment arise difficulties and doubts in Torah, but through weeping and the sound of the shofar, these are
clarified and resolved. The shofar terrifies not like music, but as a primal cry that awakens awe, elevates the
Shechinah, and restores clarity to the mind. He stressed that the Torah must spread into all of creation—into
man, animals, and even the inanimate—just as in earlier generations when even the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas
ben Yair carried holiness. Torah before the shofar blowing gathers the souls, and the blasts themselves lift them
upward. Yet, he admitted, this truth is above speech: like the cry of a sick person who cannot articulate his pain,
the shofar is a voice without words, an essence that transcends expression.

Practical Takeaway

When approaching Rosh Hashanah, one should not only focus on personal prayers but also on the elevation of
all creation through Torah and shofar. The weeping of the heart purifies the mind and makes room for wisdom.
The shofar must be heard as more than sound—it is the cry of the soul that transcends words. Enter Rosh
Hashanah with trembling, tears, and awe, knowing that in those moments, the Shechinah ascends and all
spiritual worlds are renewed.

Chassidic Story

On Rosh Hashanah of 5548 (1787), Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz did something unusual: he spoke in the synagogue
before the tekiot. He aroused the entire congregation to tears, then later explained that he had given over Torah
words so that the people’s souls could be gathered and elevated through the shofar blasts. He said plainly: “If
had not spoken Torah first, it would not have been possible to blow.” Afterward he confessed to his disciples
that this mystery is above language—Ilike the cry of one in pain who cannot put his suffering into words. The
shofar, he taught, is that very kind of cry, a sound that carries the soul itself upward. His disciples recorded that
this year brought unusual blessing and clarity in Torah, as if the doubts had been lifted through those trembling
blasts. (Source: Imrei Pinchas HaShalem, Rosh Hashanah teachings) END NOTE]
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