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Siman #492 
It is stated in the name of our teacher Saadia Gaon (Sefer 
Ta’amei Teki’at Shofar) that the shofar is to bring fear. 
Therefore, the infant will tremble and quake from the sound of 
the shofar, and he is not afraid of musical instruments. 

 

ם אִיתָא ינוּ בְּשֵׁ טַעֲמֵי )לְכוֹלֵלסס, גָּאוֹן סַעַדְיהָ רַבֵּ  
קִיעַת י שׁוֹפָר( תְּ חַד. לְהָבִיא הוּא הַשּׁוֹפָר כִּ לָכֵן פַּ  
ינוֹק חֵד וְאֵינוֹ שׁוֹפָר מִקּוֹל וְיחִָיל יחֱֶרַד הַתִּ לֵי מִתְפַּ מִכְּ  

 .זמֶֶר
And therefore each person must fear when he hears the sound of 
the shofar, and immediately when a person fears from the sound 
of the shofar, the Shechinah is elevated. And this is the meaning 
of the verse: “God has ascended with a blast, the Lord with the 
sound of a shofar” (Tehillim 47:6). 

 

ן וְעַל שּׁוֹמֵעַ לִפְחדֹ אֶחָד כָּל צָרִיךְ כֵּ שׁוֹפָר, קוֹל כְּשֶׁ  
אָדָם וּתְכֵף חֵד כְּשֶׁ כִינהָ. נתְִעַלָּה הַשּׁוֹפָר מִקּוֹל מִתְפַּ הַשְּׁ  
ירוּשׁ וְזהֶוּ תְרוּעָה אֱלֹקִים עָלָה פֵּ שׁוֹפָר בְּקוֹל ה׳ בִּ  

הִלִּים ו מז, )תְּ ). 

​
[NOTE Summary​
Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz teaches that everything in creation has a hidden rhythm of renewal, a kind of “sleep,” 
through which life is restored and refreshed each day. Just as plants, animals, and even water contain a measure 
of this “sleep” that preserves and renews them, so too man surrenders his vitality in sleep, returning it to the 
higher Source. This mystery is heightened on Rosh Hashanah, when a deep spiritual “sleep” descends upon the 
Divine attributes, and from this concealment new vitality and blessing are drawn forth for the entire year. The 
shofar is central to this process, for its raw, trembling sound awakens awe and shakes the soul to its core, 
elevating the Shechinah and drawing down renewed life. Rabbi Saadia Gaon explained that while music does 
not inspire awe, the primal cry of the shofar terrifies even a child—its power is to stir true fear of Heaven. Thus, 
the call of the shofar is not only remembrance but a channel through which G-d ascends in awe and 
reestablishes His kingship in the world. 

Practical Takeaway​
When we hear the shofar on Rosh Hashanah, we should not treat it as a mere ritual or tradition. The shofar is 
meant to awaken fear and trembling, to shake us out of complacency and arouse us to real teshuvah. Its cry has 
the power to lift the Shechinah, renew our souls, and open a channel of Divine mercy. Approach the shofar with 
reverence and inner trembling, knowing that it is the key to renewal for yourself and for the world. 

Chassidic Story​
Once, on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, the students of Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz noticed that he lingered long 
before the tekiot of the shofar began. The congregation waited in suspense, wondering why he delayed. Finally, 
with great trembling, Rabbi Pinchas turned to the shofar blower and said: “Remember, every sound you release 
shakes the Heavens. Even a child trembles at the cry of the shofar, because it is not a sound of this world—it is 
the voice of the Shechinah rising.” After the tekiot were blown, he explained that if a person truly feels that 
awe, then at the very moment of fear the Shechinah itself ascends and is uplifted. The students later recalled 
that year as one filled with unusual blessing and tranquility, which they attributed to the powerful awe Rabbi 
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Pinchas infused into the shofar that Rosh Hashanah. (Source: Imrei Pinchas, Rosh Hashanah teachings)] END 
NOTE] 

Siman #493 
Once he said in the synagogue before the sounding of the shofar, 
and he aroused the world to tears greatly. 

 
עַם בֵית אָמַר אַחַת פַּ נסֶֶת בְּ קִיעוֹת, קדֶֹם הַכְּ וְהָיהָ הַתְּ  

יוֹתֵר לִבְכִיָּה הָעוֹלָם מְעוֹרֵר בְּ . 
And when he came to his home, he told us that the reason words 
of Torah are said before the shofar blowing is so that the people 
will hear. 

 
בָּא עַם לָנוּ אָמַר לְבֵיתוֹ וּכְשֶׁ הַטַּ זהֶ שֶׁ אוֹמְרִים בָּ בְרֵי שֶׁ דִּ  
קִיעוֹת קדֶֹם תוֹרָה דֵי הַתְּ מְעוּ כְּ יִּשְׁ הָעָם שֶׁ . 

And when the listener hears, he gathers his soul to himself, and 
he takes their souls and blows them into the shofar, and with this 
he elevates their souls. 

 
ר מַע הַשּׁוֹמֵעַ וּכְאֲשֶׁ ף ישְׁ מָתוֹ מְאַסֵּ וְלוֹקֵחַ אֵלָיו, נשְׁ  
מָתָן הֶן וְתוֹקֵעַ נשְׁ מָתָן וּמַעֲלֶה לַשּׁוֹפָר בָּ זהֶ נשְׁ בָּ . 

And he told us that he could not explain this matter to others, for 
it is above speech. Just as one shows something with his head or 
hand and does not say it, so too is this matter. 

 
י לָנוּ, וְאָמַר ן יכָוֹל לֹא כִּ י לַאֲחֵרִים, זאֹת לְהָבִין לִתֵּ כִּ  
יבּוּר, מִן לְמַעְלָה הוּא רְאִין כְּמוֹ הַדִּ מַּ וְאֵינוֹ הָאָדָם עַל שֶׁ  

אוֹתוֹ אוֹמֵר וְאֵינוֹ בְידָוֹ אוֹ בְּראֹשׁוֹ מַרְאֵהוּ רַק אוֹמֵר, . 

And also, when a sick person has pain, he cannot say how it 
hurts, and he sighs with a voice without speech—so too is the 
shofar, a sound without words. 

 
ן בָר כֵּ ר הַחוֹלֶה וְגַם הַזֶּה. הַדָּ אֲשֶׁ יכָוֹל אֵינוֹ לוֹ כּוֹאֵב כַּ  

בְּלֹא בְּקוֹל מִתְאַנֵּחַ וְהוּא לוֹ, כּוֹאֵב הוּא אֵיךְ לוֹמַר  
יבּוּר, ן גַּם הַשּׁוֹפָר כָּךְ דִּ יבּוּר בְּלֹא קוֹל כֵּ דִּ . 

And he said: If I had not come into the world except to reveal 
this matter, it would be enough. 

 
ינאָ לֹא אִלְמָלֵא וְאָמַר: מִיעַ אֶלָּא לְעָלְמָא אַתֵּ בָר לְהַשְׁ דָּ  

י זהֶ, דַּ . 

​
[NOTE Summary​
Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz revealed that the shofar is not mere sound but the voice of the soul itself, lifted beyond 
words. The Torah words spoken before the blasts gather the souls of those who hear, and through the blowing 
of the shofar their inner life is elevated toward Heaven. The cry of the shofar is like the sigh of a person in 
pain—too deep for words, yet more true than any explanation. Its essence is to awaken trembling, tears, and 
awe, and in that moment the Shechinah is uplifted. 

Practical Takeaway​
When listening to the shofar, one should not only hear a ritual blast but feel the soul’s own cry. Approach it 
with the awareness that your very breath and life are being gathered and raised upward. The shofar is your 
innermost voice beyond words, and through it you connect with the Shechinah. END NOTE] 
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Siman #494 
On Rosh Hashanah of the year 5548 (1787), he spoke in the 
synagogue before the shofar blowing—which was not his usual 
practice. 

 
נהָ בְּראֹשׁ נתַ הַשָּׁ בֵית אָמַר תקמ"ח שְׁ נסֶֶת בְּ קדֶֹם הַכְּ  

קִיעוֹת לֹּא מַה הַתְּ רְכּוֹ זהֶ הָיהָ שֶּׁ לָל דַּ כְּ . 

On Rosh Hashanah, a sleep falls upon Ze’ir Anpin (Peri Eitz 
Chaim, Shaar HaSofer ch. 6)—that is, upon the Torah, upon the 
angels, and upon all souls, as explained in the kavanos of 
“Hamapil Chevlei Sheina” (Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar Krias Shema al 
HaMitah ch. 19). 

 

נהָ בְּראֹשׁ נהָ נוֹפֶלֶת הַשָּׁ ין זעְֵיר עַל שֵׁ רַע"ס אַנפִּ )פְּ  
עַר רֶק הַסּוֹפֵר שַׁ הַייְנוּ (6 פֶּ וְעַל הַתּוֹרָה עַל דְּ  

לְאָכִים מוֹת כָּל וְעַל הַמַּ בוֹאָר הַנְּשָׁ כַוָּנתַ כַּמְּ יל בְּ פִּ הַמַּ  
נהָ חַבְלֵי רַע"ק שֵׁ עַר )פְּ רֶק קטעסמ"ט שַׁ יט פֶּ ). 

Because of this, many difficulties and doubts fall into Torah, 
sufficient for the entire year. 

 
ה נוֹפְלִים זהֶ וּמִחְמַת יוֹת כַּמָּ בַּתּוֹרָה וּסְפֵקוֹת קֻשְׁ  
יִּהְיהֶ י שֶׁ נהָ לְכָל לָכֶם דַּ הַשָּׁ . 

And it is taught in the Gemara (Shabbos 112b): “If the earlier 
ones were like angels, then we are like donkeys.” 

 
גְּמָרָא וְאִיתָא בָּת בַּ הָרִאשׁוֹניִם אִם ב( קיג, )שַׁ  

לְאָכִים מַּ חֲמוֹרִים אֲנחְַנוּ כַּ כַּ . 
For the early ones had great intellect, and their hearts were like 
the entrance of the Ulam (Eruvin 53b). They drew down great 
light and brought Torah into the entire world—even into 
animals. 

 

י הָרִאשׁוֹניִם מִחְמַת כִּ וְלִבָּם גְּדוֹלִים מוֹחִין לָהֶם הָיהָ שֶׁ  
ל פְתִיחוֹ רִאשׁוֹניִם שֶׁ ל כִּ וְהָיוּ ב( נג, )עֵרוּבִין אוּלָם שֶׁ  

יכִין כָל הַתּוֹרָה אֶת מוֹרִידִים הָיוּ גָּדוֹל, אוֹר מַמְשִׁ בְּ  
בְהֵמוֹת אֲפִלּוּ הָעוֹלָם בִּ . 

Such as the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair, which would not 
eat untithed food and had Ruach HaKodesh to sense it (Chullin 
7a). 

 
גוֹן ל חֲמוֹרוֹ כְּ י שֶׁ נחְָס רַבִּ ן פִּ לֹּא יאִָיר בֶּ אוֹכֵל הָיהָ שֶׁ  

אֵינוֹ ר שֶׁ קֹּדֶשׁ רוּחַ לוֹ הָיהָ וְגַם מְעֻשָּׂ אֵינוֹ לָדַעַת הַ שֶׁ  
ר ין מְעֻשָּׂ א ז, )חוּלִּ ). 

And also the donkey of Rabbi Yosi of Yokrat, upon which they 
placed a pair of sandals (Taanis 24a). 

 
ל חֲמוֹרוֹ וְגַם י שֶׁ מַן יוֹסֵי רַבִּ י יוֹקְרַת דְּ אַנשֵׁ זוּגָא עָלָיו דְּ  

לֵי סַנדָּ עֲניִת וְכוּ' דְּ א כד, )תַּ ). 
Torah spread even into the inanimate, plant, and living realms. 
Therefore, one must weep on Rosh Hashanah, for through this 
all intellects and all worlds are created. 

 
טוּת וְהָיהָ וְלָכֵךְ וָחַי צמֵֹחַ בַּדּוֹמֵם אֲפִלּוּ הַתּוֹרָה הִתְפַּשְּׁ  

נהָ, בְּראֹשׁ לִבְכּוֹת ישֵׁ כָּל נבְִרָאִים זהֶ ידְֵי וְעַל הַשָּׁ  
הָעוֹלָמוֹת וְכָל הַמּוֹחִין . 

For it is the removal of waste from the brain through tears—for a 
child who cries much will be wise. 

 
י סוֹלֶת הוֹרָדַת הוּא כִּ מָעוֹת. ידְֵי עַל הַמּוֹחַ מִן הַפְּ י הַדְּ כִּ  

חָכָם יהְִיהֶ הַרְבֵּה הַבּוֹכֶה תִינוֹק . 
And one blows the shofar, for the nature of the shofar is to 
terrify, as it is said (Amos 3:6): “If a shofar is blown in a city, 
shall the people not tremble?” 

 
י בַּשּׁוֹפָר, וְתוֹקְעִים כְּמוֹ לְהַחֲרִיד, הַשּׁוֹפָר טֶבַע כִּ  
נֶּאֱמַר קַע אִם ו( ג, )עָמוֹס שֶׁ עִיר שׁוֹפָר יתָּ בָּ . 

And as Rambam wrote (Hilchos Teshuvah 3:7; cf. Saadia Gaon, 
Ta’amei Teki’as Shofar), for when a child hears the sound of the 
shofar he trembles, unlike when he hears the sound of musical 
instruments. 

 

תַב וּכְמוֹ כָּ שׁוּבָה )הִלְכוֹת הָרַמְבַּ"ם שֶׁ ז; ג, תְּ  
קִיעַת טַעֲמֵי וּלְכוֹלֵלסס, י שׁוֹפָר( תְּ ינוֹק כִּ שּׁוֹמֵעַ הַתִּ כְּשֶׁ  

אֵינוֹ חָרֵד הוּא הַשּׁוֹפָר קוֹל שּׁוֹמֵעַ מַשְּׁ לֵי קוֹל כְּשֶׁ כְּ  
יר  .שִׁ
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And through this, that dread falls upon the people of the world, 
there is elevation, as it is said (Tehillim 47:6): “God has 
ascended with a blast.” 

 
נָּפְלָה זהֶ ידְֵי וְעַל ניֵ עַל חֲרָדָה שֶׁ זהֶ ידְֵי עַל – הָעוֹלָם בְּ  
נֶּאֱמַר כְּמוֹ עֲלִיָּה ישֵׁ הִלִּים שֶׁ אֱלֹקִים עָלָה ו( מז, )תְּ  

תְרוּעָה  .בִּ
And the intellects return, and all the doubts are resolved, and he 
elaborated further. 

יוֹת, כָּל וְנתְִרַצּוּ הַמּוֹחִין וְחוֹזרְִים  שְׁ הֶאֱרִיךְ וְעוֹד הַקֻּ . 

Afterwards, when he came to his home after leaving the 
synagogue, he said: 

 
בָּא כָּךְ וְאַחַר ית יצְִיאַת אַחַר לְבֵיתוֹ כְּשֶׁ נסֶֶת, בֵּ הַכְּ  
 :אָמַר

   
He said: I did not finish for you in the synagogue, for this—that 
we pray on Rosh Hashanah “And let every being know that You 
are his Maker, and let every creature understand…”—for the 
animals are called the product of man. 

 
י לֹא בֵית לָכֶם סִיֵּמְתִּ נסֶֶת, בְּ י הַכְּ אָנוּ זהֶ כִּ לִין שֶׁ לְּ מִתְפַּ  

נהָ בְּראֹשׁ עוּל כָּל "וְידֵַע הַשָּׁ י פָּ ה כִּ ל וְיבִָין פְעָלוֹ אַתָּ כָּ  
י וְכוּ'. יצְוּר" הֵמוֹת כִּ עוּל נקְִרָא הַבְּ הָאָדָם פָּ . 

For although the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair had Ruach 
HaKodesh, nevertheless he would ride upon it, and sometimes, 
when it did not wish to go on the path, he would strike it. 

 
י י עַל אַף כִּ חֲמוֹרוֹ פִּ ל שֶׁ י שֶׁ נחְָס רַבִּ ן פִּ לוֹ הָיהָ יאִָיר בֶּ  

קֹּדֶשׁ, רוּחַ י עַל אַף הַ וּפְעָמִים עָלָיו, רוֹכֵב הָיהָ כֵן פִּ  
לֹּא רֶךְ לָלֶכֶת רוֹצֶה הָיהָ כְּשֶׁ דֶּ אוֹתוֹ מַכֶּה הָיהָ בַּ . 

And we pray that Torah spread into all creatures, and that every 
creation understand man. And understand this. 

 
לִין וַאֲנחְַנוּ לְּ ט מִתְפַּ תְפַּשֵּׁ תִּ כָל הַתּוֹרָה שֶׁ הַבְּרוּאִים, בְּ  
ן הָאָדָם, יצְוּר כָּל וְיבִָין וְהַבֵּ . 

And he said: If I had not spoken words of Torah beforehand, it 
would not have been possible to blow (in his words: “ בלאזין דורך  

אויר דעם ”). 
 

בְרֵי אוֹמֵר הָייִתִי לֹא אִם וְאָמַר: הָיהָ לֹא קוֹדֶם, תוֹרָה דִּ  
ר זהְָ"ל: לִתְקוֹעַ אֶפְשָׁ אויר דעם בלאזין "דורך )בִּ "). 

And because the people heard the words of Torah, I took all the 
souls with everything and blew them into the shofar (in his 
words: “ שופר דעם מיט גיבלאזין ארויף האב און ”). 

 
הָעוֹלָם וּמִחְמַת בְרֵי שׁוֹמְעִין הָיוּ שֶׁ י תוֹרָה הַדִּ אֶת לָקַחְתִּ  

מוֹת כָּל כֹּל עִם הַנְּשָׁ י הַ זהְָ"ל: בַּשּׁוֹפָר וְתָקַעְתִּ "און )בִּ  
שופר דעם מיט גיבלאזין ארויף האב "). 

Afterwards he said: I cannot explain this matter to you, for there 
is Torah that is above speech, as it is written in the Tikkunim 
(23a): “And the enlightened are enlightened from themselves 
until they are unable to speak it with their mouths.” 

 

בָר לְהָבִינכְֶם אוּכַל לֹא אָמַר: כָּךְ וְאַחַר י זהֶ, דָּ ישֵׁ כִּ  
הִיא תּוֹרָה יבּוּר, מִן לְמַעְלָה שֶׁ "שׁ הַדִּ יקּוּניִם כַּמָּ בַּתִּ  
ילִים א(: )כג, כִּ שְׂ ילִים אִינּוּן וְהַמַּ כִּ עַד מִגַּרְמַייְהוּ מַשְׂ  
לָא לָא יכְָלִין דְּ בְּפוּמַייְהוּ לְמַלְּ . 

And this is like a parable: when a man is sick, he cries out 
because he cannot explain or express to people the extent of his 
illness and his pains. 

 
( רֶךְ וְהוּא ל דֶּ אָדָם מָשָׁ אֵינוֹ מִחֲמַת צוֹעֵק חוֹלֶה כְּשֶׁ שֶׁ  

גֹּדֶל אֶת אָדָם לִבְניֵ וּלְפָרֵשׁ לְהַרְחִיב יכָוֹל חָלְיוֹ   
 .(וּמַכְאוֹבָיו

And he praised this matter—that through the dread that falls, etc.  בָר אֶת וְקִלֵּס עַל הַנַּ"ל הַדָּ נָּפְלָה זהֶ ידְֵי שֶׁ וְכוּ חֲרָדָה שֶׁ '. 
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 בס"ד

Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Shofar 
 

[NOTE Summary​
Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz revealed profound secrets about the shofar and Rosh Hashanah. He explained that on 
Rosh Hashanah a great “sleep” falls upon the Divine attributes, the Torah, the angels, and the souls. From this 
concealment arise difficulties and doubts in Torah, but through weeping and the sound of the shofar, these are 
clarified and resolved. The shofar terrifies not like music, but as a primal cry that awakens awe, elevates the 
Shechinah, and restores clarity to the mind. He stressed that the Torah must spread into all of creation—into 
man, animals, and even the inanimate—just as in earlier generations when even the donkey of Rabbi Pinchas 
ben Yair carried holiness. Torah before the shofar blowing gathers the souls, and the blasts themselves lift them 
upward. Yet, he admitted, this truth is above speech: like the cry of a sick person who cannot articulate his pain, 
the shofar is a voice without words, an essence that transcends expression. 

Practical Takeaway​
When approaching Rosh Hashanah, one should not only focus on personal prayers but also on the elevation of 
all creation through Torah and shofar. The weeping of the heart purifies the mind and makes room for wisdom. 
The shofar must be heard as more than sound—it is the cry of the soul that transcends words. Enter Rosh 
Hashanah with trembling, tears, and awe, knowing that in those moments, the Shechinah ascends and all 
spiritual worlds are renewed. 

Chassidic Story​
On Rosh Hashanah of 5548 (1787), Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz did something unusual: he spoke in the synagogue 
before the tekiot. He aroused the entire congregation to tears, then later explained that he had given over Torah 
words so that the people’s souls could be gathered and elevated through the shofar blasts. He said plainly: “If I 
had not spoken Torah first, it would not have been possible to blow.” Afterward he confessed to his disciples 
that this mystery is above language—like the cry of one in pain who cannot put his suffering into words. The 
shofar, he taught, is that very kind of cry, a sound that carries the soul itself upward. His disciples recorded that 
this year brought unusual blessing and clarity in Torah, as if the doubts had been lifted through those trembling 
blasts. (Source: Imrei Pinchas HaShalem, Rosh Hashanah teachings) END NOTE] 
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