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The questioner asked: There were three things that
Moshe found difficult until Hashem showed them to
him, and they are: the Menorah, the New Moon, and
the Shekel, which is related to the portion of
Shekalim.

TV NWUN NYPN1 DT nW7Y IRIUN IRy
LY, UTNN NN N L,N"En 17 'Rny
D'77¥ NYID [2yn XINY.

The Rabbi opened with: "And these are the
ordinances" (Shemot 21:1). Rashi explains: "And
these" adds to the previous ones—just as they are
from Sinai, so too these are from Sinai.
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And afterward, "before them"—and not before the
courts of non-Jews, whose name refers to idols, as it
is said: "For not like our Rock is their rock, and our
enemies judge them" (Devarim 32:31).
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The idea is not to materialize the commandments of
judgments, which appear to be purely material, such
as the law of acquiring a servant, the
commandments of the four custodians—money or
vessels for safekeeping or deposits—as the
questioner asked.
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For at first glance, the wisdom of astronomy and
philosophy, which is considered their wisdom and
understanding in the eyes of the nations, speaks of
material things that are even more straightforward
than the commandments of judgments and laws.
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However, even without this, they are nothing but
vanity, deceptive works—what does straw have to do
with grain? And what does their wisdom, measured
by human physical intellect, which is finite and
perishable, have to do with true wisdom?
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\Whereas our Torah is in holiness, as Hashem looked
into it and created the world. It is the secret of His
divinity, and it has many facets, like a hammer
shattering a rock. It preceded the world and is hidden
from the eyes of all living beings. Every letter and
word contains meaning and a
commandment—everything is the secret of His
divinity and the secret of the creation and sustenance
of the worlds.
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How it is necessary and cannot be otherwise, for it is
drawn down from a high place. Every commandment
in the Torah has a specific root above, but to
understand the matter in general, let us return to the
beginning:
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The Infinite One, blessed be He, is sufficient in His
divinity and has no need for any creation, for
everything is from Him. He did not desire the creation
of the world except out of His great kindness and His
nature to bestow goodness, as it is stated: "The world
is built upon kindness" (Tehillim 89:3), so that there
would be recipients of His goodness.
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And since the kindness that flows from the Infinite
One, blessed be He, is also infinite, it would extend
equally to the worthy and the unworthy, and "the rich
would not be distinguished from the poor" (lyov
34:19). For what is boundless is not distinguishable,
and the world would revert to its initial simplicity as it
existed within the Infinite.
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Therefore, there was a need for the limitation of the
[Torah—"Until here shall you come"—which is the
concept of tzimtzum (constriction). Wisdom preceded
everything to reveal His divinity, which is the
sustenance and creation of the world from the
beginning, through a fixed and measured law,
weighed in the scales of justice—the Torah and its
commandments.
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As it is said, "And you shall not favor a poor man in
his lawsuit" (Shemot 23:3)—not to have mercy in
judgment. Likewise, "If you acquire a Hebrew servant,
he shall serve for six years" (Shemot 21:2)—limiting
kindness so that it does not extend beyond what is
appropriate. Similarly, all laws and judgments
regarding custodians, deposits, and loans serve to
limit and apportion to each person what is rightfully
theirs.
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And due to the boundary that was set, each and
every thing is recognized and limited according to its
kind, and no one encroaches upon what is
designated for another.
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Behold, this boundary and recognition is the
revelation of His divinity, blessed be He, and the
sustenance of the world. Whereas an abundance of
kindness and boundless expansion is not
distinguishable or revealed—since it equalizes the
small and the great—it results in a flood of waters,
returning the world to chaos and void.
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And behold, the matter of the judges of Israel is that
they must be attached to Hashem, the living G-d. By
cleaving to Him, blessed be He, they would be worthy
of great kindness, which is the beginning and ultimate
purpose of attachment for all emanations to the First
Cause.
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This attachment is an expansion of "the world is built
upon kindness" (Tehillim 89:3), to bestow goodness
upon His creations. This cleaving is boundless, as His
mercies are abundant, just like the immense kindness
of Hashem, which has no end.
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However, the Torah commanded a limitation of
kindness—not to have mercy in judgment. Thus, it is
@ mitzvah to retract from kindness and rule according
to judgment. In this, one combines and unites the
attribute of mercy with the attribute of judgment,
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which is the line of justice—the middle line that unites
kindness and severity together.

This is how the world was originally created, and it is
its continued existence. As our Sages said: "One who
wishes to be pious should fulfill the matters of
damages," which at first glance seems far from
kindness.
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And this is profoundly deep, for piety would mean
being kind to one's Creator alone, without any
material interference. Whereas all matters of
damages deal exclusively with material concerns.
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Therefore, in the courts of non-Jews, even if the
judgment is correct, it is not a mitzvah—which implies
connection (dveikus). Rather, it is based on human
understanding, which is corporeal and external,
leading to the destruction of the world.
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And this is what our Sages said: "Mine is mine, and
yours is yours—this is an average trait." For the
boundary between one’s own and what belongs to
another is established by justice, which is the middle
line that connects kindness and severity—this is the
trait of mediocrity.
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But some say this is the trait of Sodom, for if justice
and boundaries are not established according to the
Torah and His word, blessed be He, but rather by
human intellect alone, then this is the trait of Sodom,
which leads to the destruction of the world.
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For every boundary is an aspect of severity and
externality. And this is the concept of the half-shekel
that Moshe found difficult, which corresponds to
knowledge (daas).
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For this concept does not seem related to
daas—since the shekel, which represents giving, is
an act of influence and expansion, yet within it is a
half, which represents limitation.
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Until Hashem showed him that contemplation itself
creates vessels and boundaries, just as He
contemplated the Torah and created the world
through the limitations of the Torah, which serve as
the vessels that hold blessing and abundance.
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This is the unity and fusion of both—the daas that
receives after contemplation. And this is what our

Sages said: "A sela for charity so that my son may
live—this is a righteous person."
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Because his giving stems from his faith in the
Torah—"You shall surely give"—which represents
limitation, and thus holds blessing and reveals
kindness in the world.

[IM"—NIIN2 IMAIMKX NNNn 1NN NI

?'Tn D170 Xinw—("1"o 0MaT) "Inn
D71y D*TONN NI7AaNNI ,NdM].

For without boundaries, there is no world. Therefore,
through boundaries, the pathway is created for the
expansion of life.
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And this is why it says, "So that my son may
live"—therefore, he is a righteous person, for he
unites both aspects.
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