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Siman #88

'Why do you cry out to Me? Speak to the children of
Israel, and let them journey forth."Exodus 14:15
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The explanation is that the Holy One, Blessed be He,
sometimes performs a miracle for His own sake, as
in "For My sake, for My sake | will act," and
sometimes He does so in the merit of a righteous
person.
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Now, it is known that the Israelites of that generation
were not worthy of a miracle, as they had no merit,
and they cried out to Hashem that He should act for
His own sake, for the sake of publicizing His
greatness and divinity, blessed be He.
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And Hashem said, "Why do you cry out to
Me?"—meaning, your outcry is that | should act for
My own sake. "Speak to the children of Israel, and let
them journey forth"—in the merit of Avraham.
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As it is stated in the Midrash, regarding Avraham it
says, "And Avraham arose early in the morning," and
here it says, "toward the morning."
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If so, they have nothing to do but journey forth, for
even though they themselves lack merit, they have
the merit of their father Avraham and do not need to
cry out that | should act for My own sake.

DNY? |'NY DAN D Y07 K78 DN7 'K D DX
DN'AX NIDT DNY7 W', NXY NNON NIDT
nYN? NYYKRY pIYX7 0'DNX DI'RIE DNNAN.

Siman #89

And the sea returned toward morning to its strength,
and our Sages expounded that it means "to its
condition," for the Holy One, Blessed be He, had
stipulated that the sea would split for Israel.
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At first glance, it is unclear with whom the Holy One,
Blessed be He, made this stipulation.
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However, the matter is that at the moment He uttered
the command, He stipulated that the sea would split;
otherwise, the seas (or according to another version:
the waters) would not have existed and would not
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have been created in this place, for they would have
been nullified from the reality of creation.

For the entire Torah consists of positive and negative
commandments.
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With this, we can understand what our Sages said:
"The righteous fulfill the will of the Omnipresent," and
they did not say "they fulfill His word or His
command," for the will of the Blessed Name is not
comprehensible.
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The analogy is to a father who states before his son
some halachic ruling or some novel Torah insight,
and the son, due to his great sharpness and
analytical skill, refutes his father’s words (and
presents a different approach).
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Now, even though the son contradicts his father and
refutes his words, nevertheless, the father derives
great satisfaction, immense delight, and great joy
from this, as in the verse "My son, be wise, and my
heart will rejoice."Mishlei (Proverbs) 27:11
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And this is the superior will of the father, more than if
the son had remained silent and agreed with his
words.

PNIY D'AYN NI QRN (2 2100 [IXY INTI
1Ty DDonl.

So too, the righteous rule through their fear of God,
as it were, and this is the meaning of "they fulfill His
will," even though they do not necessarily fulfill His

word or His command.
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\With this, we can understand what was said regarding
Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair, who told the Ginnai River,
'Divide your waters for me, for | am going to fulfill a
mitzvah."
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The river replied, "I, too, am going to fulfill the will of
my Creator."
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Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair said to it, "If you do not split
your waters, | decree upon you that no water shall
ever pass through you again."
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At first glance, this is difficult—did the river not
respond with a valid answer?
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This can be understood with what was explained
earlier: the Holy One, Blessed be He, stipulated with
the acts of Creation that they would fulfill the will of
the righteous, even if it is contrary to their natural
order.
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From a positive statement, one can infer the
negative.
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Thus, Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair told the river, "If you
do not split your waters, it means you are not fulfilling
the condition that was established at the time of
Creation.
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If so, you are as if you never existed, just as if no
water had ever been created here.
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Consequently, no water shall ever pass through you
again."
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This is also the meaning of what Yehoshua said to
the sun, "Stand still."
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All of this applies to one who is called a son of the
Holy One, Blessed be He, for he can fulfill the will of
his Creator.
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And who is this? One who guards the covenant, who
is called "the righteous, the foundation of the world."
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(Another version: "One who guards the covenant is
called a righteous one.")
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Understand this well.

2A'0'n AT ANl

Siman #90

[Then Moshe sang, etc.
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Our Sages said: The gazelle is the most pious of
animals, etc.
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When it desires to eat, it runs to the dark mountains
and brings food for them, and it derives more
pleasure from what they eat than from any other
delight.
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[NOTE: The gazelle is described as "the most pious of animals" because it exhibits
selflessness and care for others. Instead of merely seeking its own sustenance, it goes to
"the dark mountains"—a place of difficulty or scarcity—to bring food for others. The phrase "it
derives more pleasure from what they eat than from any other delight" emphasizes the value
of giving and generosity. True piety is not just about personal spiritual elevation but about
ensuring the well-being of others. The gazelle finds greater joy in providing for others than in

indulging itself. END NOTE]

It is known that all sustenance that comes to us is
through the three attributes of the three
lines—Chesed (kindness), Din (judgment), and
Rachamim (mercy).
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If in the revealed world we see the three lines, it
follows that even in the higher world, which we
cannot perceive, it too exists with the attribute of the
three lines.
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Even though, due to our limited perception, we do
not see the distinction of the three lines mentioned,
this is due to the immense brightness there.
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It is like the example of the sun, which cannot be
gazed at because of its great brightness, whereas
the light that emanates from it can be looked at,
perceived, and enjoyed due to its lesser intensity.
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If the light had the same brightness as the sun, it
could not be perceived or enjoyed; on the contrary, it
would darken the eyes like the sun itself.
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So too in the higher world (another version: So too,
the Holy One, Blessed be He, in His world), due to its
immense brightness, it is not comprehensible, and it
appears that there is no light there but only darkness.
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However, what emanates from it, such as the soul
(and thought), we can see as it gives life to the body,
but not its essence (another version: not His
essence).
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This is the meaning of "He made darkness His
concealment," and all the more so, the division of the
three lines is not visible.
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But in truth, everything that exists on land exists in
the sea, and it is known that the lines are called
"mountains.”
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Therefore, those lines in the higher world are called
"mountains of darkness."
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And this is the gazelle (n'7'x), which represents the
Shechinah, so to speak, which is the world of
speech—meaning, the letters of speech of the Holy
One, Blessed be He, through which the world was
created, as in "And God said, 'Let there be light," and
similar statements.
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And it is what sustains this world.
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This is the meaning of "it runs, etc."—that is, it
ascends to the world of thought to receive
sustenance for the inhabitants of the world, just as
speech receives from thought and what is above it.
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And it takes pleasure in what it bestows.

NYSYNY NNl Anyn N7 vl

It is known that Israel is the life-force of all the
worlds,

NnM-n 7 72w ni'n on 28 D YTl
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since all were created for their sake.
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And when He, Blessed be He, contemplated creating
Israel, in the fervor of that thought, all the worlds
were created for Israel's sake.
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And this fervor is literally their life-force.

wnn DNI'N XIN DT NIRn N,

If so, it follows that Israel is the life-force of all the
worlds.
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As our Sages said, "Just as the world cannot exist
without winds, so too, the world cannot exist without
Israel."

NiNN "2 071Y7 YWOX 'R 0w 7'M w'nd
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The speech of all Israel is, so to speak, the world of
speech that sustains all the worlds.

L1210 YT D71 XN R D w1l
nm<ivn D n'nnn,

And their thought is the world of thought, and so too
what is above it.
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And this world receives the letters of speech through
the intermediary of the aforementioned attributes.
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Since this world has dimension and limitation, it must
receive through the attributes.
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nima.

The holiness of Shabbat, in the Mussaf prayer, in
"Crown" (Wnd), is when we elevate the world of
speech to the world of thought.
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And there, the brightness is so great that the
distinction of the attributes is not visible.
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According to this, there would be no life-force left in
this world.
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But this world is of supreme necessity, for there is no
king without a people.
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Therefore, immediately after we say, "Where is the
place of His glory?" (1Ima> nizn n"X),
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And "Where" (n"'x) alludes to the three highest
Sefirot, where the distinction of attributes does not
exist,
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Immediately afterward, we say, "From His place, He
turns, etc."—meaning, to bestow His goodness here.

, 121 19" XIN MINN DNIR DX T'NX 90'N
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For there is no king without a people.

oy X712 7'M 'Y 9.

And this is [the meaning of] "Why do you cry out to
Me?"

"IN VXD NN N,

[And it is explained in the Zohar:] "To Me" ('7x)
precisely, for the matter depends on Atika.
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And this is [the meaning of] "And you shall remain
silent."

[N DNXIEINTIL

Because at that moment, it was necessary to change
nature from water to dry land,
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and then Israel was strengthening themselves in
prayer, upholding the world of speech, which is the
life-force of this world.
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Therefore, He could not bring about a change in this
world.
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Thus, He said to them: "Be silent," and the letters of
speech, the life-force of the world, ascended to Atika,
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where no differentiation of attributes is seen, and
there, sea and dry land are all equal, for it is the
Supreme Will—understand this.
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And afterward, when the sea returned to its strength,
[then] "Moshe sang," etc.
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"Then" (Tx) specifically, meaning that the Master of
the world (n71v 7w 1917%) became connected with the
seventh [attribute], which is the lowest level.
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"Moshe sang," but not before.
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And therefore, Yehoshua said, "Sun, stand still in
Givon," and our Sages explained: "Be silent from
singing," and consequently, it remained in its place,
for all its life-force comes through song.

2"T o1 ,0IT |1Yy22] wnw X ywIn' I
197 NNI7N TINYN X7'nnl N nim oIt
n'wn "y nnirn v,

Likewise, all creations receive their life-force from the
world of speech, that is, from the letters.
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And the letters desire to cleave to their source, which
is their life-force.
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But when a change is needed, then the letters of
speech ascend above the attributes, and they are
silent from singing until the change passes.
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And then they sing.
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Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

T'0a

Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezeritch

Ohr Torah
Parshas Beshalach

It is known that the letters of speech are the
Shechinah.

N1DWN XN (TN) NIFMIX D YTAL

And this is [the meaning of] "To My mare among
Pharaoh’s chariots, | have likened you, My beloved."

My Y""NMT NYID 2D 'MoIoYT INTI,

See further in section 14.

T n'oa |"'WI.

And the Shechinah is called "this" (nxr), which is the
revealed world.
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And thus, after the change had passed and the sea
returned to its strength, [then] "Moshe and the
children of Israel sang,"

D'N TN NNNWAN (NQYY] INRY DT
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"this entire song," meaning that the song that the
Shechinah was singing at that time during the
transformation,
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Moshe and the children of Israel then sang afterward
when the change had passed—understand this well.
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