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כֹּהֵן לִפְנֵי וְהָעֲמִידוֹ מֵעֶרְכָּךָ הוּא מָךְ וְאִם כֹּהֵן אתוֹ וְהָעֲרִיךְ הַ ר פִי עַל הַ יג אֲשֶׁ שִׂ תָּ כֹּהֵן: יעֲַרִיכֶנּוּ הַגּדֵר ידַ תַּ ח )כז, הַ ) 
And if he is too poor for your valuation, then he shall present himself before the priest, and the priest 

shall value him; according to what the hand of the one who vowed can attain shall the priest value 
him:(Vayikra 27:8) 

Once, a man came before the Rebbe, Rabbi Meir of Premishlan 
 together with his daughter the bride, that the tzaddik should ,זצ״ל
bestow his pure blessing upon her head before the chuppah. 
Around her neck was a string of very beautiful pearls, and he also 
gave the pearls into the hands of the tzaddik to bless them for 
protection, as is customary. 

עַם י לִפְניֵ בָּא אַחַת פַּ י הָרַבִּ לַאן מֵאִיר רַבִּ רִימִשְׁ ז״ֵל מִפְּ  
לָּה בִּתּוֹ עִם אֶחָד אִישׁ יעַ הַכַּ פִּ יַּשְׁ יק שֶׁ רְכָתוֹ אֶת הַצַדִּ בִּ  

הּ עַל הַטְהוֹרָה ה, קדֶֹם ראֹשָׁ חָרוּז וּבְצַוָּארָהּ הַחַפָּ  
רְגָּלִיּוֹת אֶת גַּם וְנתַָן מְאדֹ, יפָוֹת מַרְגָּלִיּוֹת ידַ הַמַּ יק בְּ הַצַדִּ  
יבְָרְכֵם מִירָה שֶׁ נָּהוּג לִשְׁ כַּ . 

And when the tzaddik saw the pearls, he said: “For such fine 
merchandise, the amount paid must have been such-and-such,” 
namely fifty rubles. But the chassid replied that he had only paid 
forty-five rubles. 

יק וְכִרְאוֹת רְגָּלִיּוֹת אֶת הַצַדִּ עַד אָמַר הַמַּ בְּ יפָָה סְחוֹרָה שֶׁ  
זוֹ הַינְוּ וְכָךְ, כָּךְ סַךְ נתַָן כָּ סֶף, רוּבָּל נ׳ דְּ יב וְהֶחָסִיד כָּ הִשִּׁ  

הוּא סֶף רוּבָּל מ״ה רַק נתַָן לֹא שֶׁ כָּ . 

They began to argue — this one said he paid this much, the other 
said otherwise — until the bride saw that the debate was growing 
and neither side would yield. 

כָךְ אָמַר זהֶ זהֶ, אֶת זהֶ וְהִתְוַכְּחוּ כָךְ, אָמַר וְזהֶ לְקָחוֹ בְּ בְּ  
לָּה עַד הַכַּ הַוִּכּוּחַ רָאֲתָה שֶׁ אֶחָד וְאֵין וְגָדוֹל הוֹלֵךְ שֶׁ  

 .מַנִּיחַ

She said to her father that the tzaddik was right — because when 
they purchased the pearls, the merchant refused to accept less 
than fifty rubles, and her father had not been willing to pay more 
than forty-five. 

דֶק לְאָבִיהָ אָמְרָה הַצֶּ י הָרַב, עִם שֶׁ עֵת הִנֵּה כִּ נוּ בְּ קָּ אֶת שֶׁ  
רְגָּלִיּוֹת, עַר לְהַנִּיחַ רָצָה לֹא וְהַסּוֹחֵר הַמַּ ים מִשַּׁ חֲמִשִּׁ  

סֶף, רוּבָּל ן רָצָה לֹא וְאָבִיהָ כָּ סֶף רוּבָּל מ״ה רַק לְתֵּ כָּ . 

And because her soul greatly desired these pearls, she asked her 
mother to give her the five extra rubles without her father 
knowing — and so she did. 

הּ וּבִהְיוֹת נַּפְשָׁ קָה שֶׁ אֵלּוּ מְאדֹ חָשְׁ רְגָּלִיּוֹת, בְּ ה הַמַּ קְשָׁ בִּ  
הּ ן מֵאִמָּ תֵּ תִּ לִי לָהּ שֶׁ סֶף, רוּבָּל ה׳ אָבִיהָ ידְִיעַת בְּ וְכֵן כָּ  

תָה  .עָשְׂ

Therefore, both were actually correct — he indeed had not given 
more than forty-five, and the merchant had indeed received fifty. 

ן וְעַל דֶק כֵּ ניֵהֶם עִם הַצֶּ הוּא — שְׁ אֱמֶת שֶׁ נתַָן לֹא בֶּ  
יוֹתֵר קִבֵּל וְהַסּוֹחֵר יוֹתֵר, . 

And behold, the explanation given by the Rav ז"ל was that one 
should not be astonished: how did he know this? For the Holy 
Torah wrote that the kohen evaluates a person, and houses, fields, 
and animals — and this is very wondrous. After all, the kohen 
serves Hashem, may He be blessed, at all times, and he has no 
involvement in commerce, so how should he know the value of 
each item? 

פִי מַעֲנהָ וְהִנֵּה אַל זַ"ל הָרַב בְּ לָּאוּ שֶׁ זאת, ידַָע מֵהֵיכָן יתְִפַּ  
י ה הַתּוֹרָה כִּ תְבָה הַקְדוֹשָׁ כֹּהֵן כָּ הַ הָאָדָם אֶת יעֲַרִיךְ שֶׁ  

ים דוֹת וְהַבָּתִּ כֹּהֵן הֲלֹא מְאדֹ, וּפְלִיאָה וּבְהֵמוֹת, שָׂ עוֹבֵד הַ  
ם אֶת רַךְ הַשֵּׁ כָל יתְִבָּ מִסְחָרִים, עֵסֶק לוֹ וְאֵין עֵת בְּ בְּ  

וּוּי ידֵַע וּמֵהֵיכָן בָר כָּל שִׁ דָּ ? 
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Indeed, it would seem more fitting for the valuation of 
merchandise to be assigned to one whose occupation is in that 
particular field of goods. But the answer to this is as Rabbi Meir 
said (Avos 6:1): “Whoever studies Torah for its own sake merits 
many things.” That is, there is nothing that the tzaddik, who is in 
the category of a kohen, does not know, as is explained in the holy 
books. 

אִישׁ ידְֵי עַל סְחוֹרָה כָּל לְהַעֲרִיךְ הָיהָ טוֹב יוֹתֵר וְהִנֵּה  
ר זהֶ מִסְחָרוֹ אֲשֶׁ רוּץ אֲבָל הַסְחוֹרָה. בְּ כְּמוֹ הִיא לָזהֶ הַתֵּ  

אָמַר י שֶׁ תּוֹרָה הַלּוֹמֵד "כָּל מ"א(: פ"ו )אבות מֵאִיר רַבִּ  
מָהּ הַינְוּ הַרְבֵּה", לִדְבָרִים זוֹכֶה לִשְׁ אֵין דְּ בָר לְךָ שֶׁ לֹּא דָּ שֶׁ  

יק ידֵַע דִּ הוּא הַצַּ בְחִינתַ שֶׁ כֹּהֵן בִּ מְבאָֹר  סְפָרִים כַּ בַּ . 

[NOTE: Summary 
This teaching from Reb Meir of Premishlan addresses a question that arises from a verse in the 
Torah (Vayikra 27:8): How is a kohen, who is devoted to holy service and has no involvement in 
business or trade, able to accurately assess the monetary value of people, properties, animals, 
and offerings? Should not an expert merchant, experienced in commerce, be more qualified for 
such evaluations? 

Reb Meir responds by invoking a core teaching from Pirkei Avos (6:1): "One who learns Torah 
for its own sake (lishmah) merits many things." Among these many things is deep insight and 
supernal awareness. The tzaddik, by virtue of Torah lishmah, becomes not just knowledgeable in 
abstract law, but gains a luminous clarity in all realms of life — even in matters of finance and 
material appraisal. In other words, the wisdom and sensitivity of a true kohen or tzaddik surpass 
technical expertise, because his connection to divine truth allows him to see the inner reality of 
things. 

Thus, the kohen does not need to be a businessman to assess value — for the Torah itself infuses 
him with the light of discernment and accuracy. 

 Practical Takeaway 

Don’t underestimate the power of inner clarity that comes from sincere Torah study and spiritual 
refinement. When someone connects deeply with holiness — not for personal gain but lishmah 
(for the sake of Heaven) — they often gain surprising insight even into practical, mundane 
matters. Seek guidance not only from technical experts, but from people of deep character, 
holiness, and learning. Their words are often attuned to truth in ways that surpass calculation. 
END NOTE] 
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