
 

 
 

 



 בס"ד

Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Parshas Tetzaveh 
Siman #125 

On his two shoulders as a remembrance— a hint in the 
Torah regarding remembrance.  י עַל תֵּ תֵפָיו שְׁ תּוֹרָה רֶמֶז לְזִכָּרוֹן כְּ לְזְכִירָה עַל בַּ . 

"On his two shoulders as a remembrance," and through the 
Torah, it is the adornment of the bride. 

 " י עַל תֵּ תֵפָיו שְׁ הוּא הַתּוֹרָה ידְֵי וְעַל לְזכָּרוֹן", כְּ  
יטֵי כְשִׁ לָּה תַּ כַּ . 

It is possible to grant understanding of the unity.  ן יכָוֹל הַיּחִוּד לְהָבִין לִתֵּ . 
[NOTE: Breaking Down the Elements: 

1.​ " לזכרון כתפיו שתי על " (On his two shoulders as a remembrance) 
○​ This phrase likely references the shoulder stones of the Kohen Gadol’s (High 

Priest’s) Ephod, which bore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel 
(Shemot/Exodus 28:12). 

○​ These stones served as a reminder before Hashem of the people of Israel. 
1.​ " לזכירה על בתורה רמז " (A hint in the Torah regarding remembrance) 

○​ This suggests that the phrase " לזכרון כתפיו שתי על " is more than just a historical 
detail; it symbolizes a broader concept in Torah—perhaps the idea that spiritual 
service and leadership require carrying the people on one’s shoulders with 
responsibility and awareness. 

1.​ " כלה תכשיטי הוא תורה וע"י " (And through the Torah, it is the adornment of the bride) 
○​ This aligns with the metaphor of Torah being jewelry or adornments for the soul, 

as seen in Mishlei (Proverbs 1:9): " לגרגרותיך וענקים לראשך הם חן לוית כי " (For they 
shall be a wreath of grace for your head and chains about your neck). 

○​ The "bride" here could symbolize the Jewish people, often described as Hashem’s 
bride, with the Torah serving as their crown or adornment. 

1.​ " היחוד להבין ליתן יכול " (It is possible to grant understanding of the unity) 
○​ The unity being referenced here likely pertains to Divine Unity (Yichud Hashem),  
○​ Through the Torah, one can comprehend the oneness of Hashem and the unity of 

creation, recognizing that everything is interconnected and stems from one divine 
source. 

Summary of the Deeper Meaning:​
This passage suggests that: 

●​ The Torah contains reminders that keep divine consciousness alive. 
●​ The Torah serves as jewelry, beautifying and elevating the relationship between Hashem 

and His people. 
●​ By engaging with Torah, a person can attain an understanding of Hashem’s unity, 

recognizing that all existence is part of one harmonious whole. 
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Practical Takeaway ​
Carrying responsibility for others (as symbolized by the Kohen Gadol’s shoulder stones) and 
engaging deeply in Torah study can lead to a greater awareness of Hashem’s unity and enhance 
our connection to Him, like a bride adorned for her wedding. END NOTE] 

Siman #15 Sefer ב  
The reason [from the holy righteous Rabbi Pinchas, of blessed 
memory, from Koretz] why Parashat Tetzaveh falls in the week 
in which (Purim) [the 7th of Adar] occurs. 

 
יק ]מֵהָרַב טַעַם דִּ דוֹשׁ הַצַּ י וְגוֹ' הַקָּ נחְָס רַבִּ נבג"מ ז"ל פִּ  

ה מִקּוֹרִיץ[ ת חַל לָמָּ רָשַׁ צַוֶּה פָּ בוּעַ תְּ חַל בַּשָּׁ בּוֹ שֶׁ  
אֲדָר ]ז' )פּוּרִים( ]. 

Because in that parashah, Moshe's name is not mentioned, as 
stated in the Zohar (Zohar III, 36:6), see there. 

ניֵ  בְּאוֹתָהּ מִפְּ ה שֶׁ רָשָׁ מוֹ נזִכַּר לֹא הַפָּ ל שְׁ ה שֶׁ כְּמוֹ משֶׁ  
כָּתוּב זֹּהַר שֶׁ  דוֹשׁ בַּ עַיֵּ"שׁ (6 למו, )ח"ג הַקָּ . 

And in this, there was a partial fulfillment of the statement 
"Erase me now" (Shemot 32:32). 

נאָ "מְחֵניִ מֵאֲמַר קְצָת נתְִקַיֵּם וּבָזהֶ  ". 

And in this, Haman erred.  ֶהָמָן טָעָה וּבָזה , 

He knew that in that week, Parashat Tetzaveh was read and 
Moshe's name was not mentioned. 

יָּדַע  בְּאוֹתוֹ שֶׁ בוּעַ שֶׁ ת קוֹרִין הַשָּׁ רָשַׁ צַוֶּה פָּ נזִכַּר וְלֹא תְּ  
מוֹ ל שְׁ ה שֶׁ משֶׁ . 

He thought that, Heaven forbid, the statement "Erase me now" 
had been fulfilled, and in this, judgment was aroused above, 
Heaven forbid. 

נִּתְקַיֵּם סָבַר  אֲמָר ח"ו שֶׁ וּבָזהֶ נאָ", "מְחֵניִ הַמַּ  
ין מְעוֹרְרִין ר"ל לְעֵילָּא הַדִּ . 

He erred and thought that through this, he would seize Israel, as 
there was no one to defend them. 

דַעְתּוֹ וְאָמַר וְטָעָה  זהֶ בְּ בָּ פֹּשׂ שֶׁ רָאֵל אֶת יתְִ אֵין ישְׂ מִי שֶׁ  
יָּגֵן עֲלֵיהֶם שֶׁ . 

But in truth, he was mistaken in this,  זהֶ טָעָה וּבֶאֱמֶת בָּ , 

For "And you shall command" was said before the making of 
the [golden] calf, as stated in the Zohar Vayakhel 

הָא  ה דְּ צַוֶּה" "וְאַתָּ יָּת קדֶֹם נאֶֶמְרָה תְּ כְּמוֹ הָעֵגֶל עֲשִׂ  
כָּתוּב זֹּהַר שֶׁ  דוֹשׁ בַּ וַיּקְַהֵל הַקָּ   

For this reason, in the command it is stated (Shemot 25:2) 
"From every man," and afterwards, it is written (Shemot 35:5) 
"Take from yourselves" precisely, see there. 

זהֶ  לְּ וּוּי שֶׁ צִּ אִישׁ", כָּל "מֵאֵת כ( כה, )שמות נאֱֶמַר בַּ  
תִיב כָּךְ וְאַחַר כֶם" "קְחוּ ה( )לה, כְּ יקְָא, מֵאִתְּ דַּ  

 .עַיֵּ"שׁ

And the fact that his name is not written in this parashah has a 
hidden secret within it, 

לֹּא וְזהֶ  ב שֶׁ מוֹ נכְִתַּ זוֹ שְׁ ה בְּ רָשָׁ כָּמוּס סוֹד ישֵׁ הַפָּ  
בָר דָּ  ,בַּ

and we do not involve ourselves in hidden matters.  רוֹת עֵסֶק לָנוּ וְאֵין נִּסְתָּ בַּ . 

On the contrary, Moshe’s passing, which was on the 7th of 
Adar, protected them. 

רַבָּה,  טִירַת וְאַדְּ ה פְּ הָיתְָה משֶׁ עֲלֵיהֶם הֵגֵן אֲדָר ז' שֶׁ . 

(See Megillah 13:3).  ( 3 יג, מְגִלָּה עַיֵּן ). 
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Siman #16 Sefer ב  

"And the opening of its head shall be within it; a border shall 
be for its opening all around, the work of a weaver; like the 
opening of a coat of mail shall it be for him; it shall not be 
torn" (Shemot 28:32). 

 
י וְהָיהָ תוֹכוֹ, ראֹשׁוֹ פִּ פָה בְּ סָבִיב, לְפִיו יהְִיהֶ שָׂ  

ה פִי ארֵֹג, מַעֲשֵׂ רֵעַ לֹא לוֹ, יהְִיהֶ תַחְרָא כְּ )שמות יקָּ  
לב כח, ). 

The Rabbi, Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz, of blessed memory, may 
his merit protect us, said that in this verse, the names of Samael 
[and his female counterpart] are alluded to: 

 
י הָרַב נחְָס רַבִּ כָּתוּב אָמַר זיִ״ע זלְִלָה״ה מִקּוֹרִיץ פִּ בַּ שֶׁ  
מוֹת נרְִמְזוּ זהֶ "ם שְׁ ]וּנקְֵבָה הַסַּ ]: 

"L’fiv" (ל'פיו), "Saviv" (ס'ביב), "Ma’aseh" (מ'עשה), "Oreg" (א'ורג) - 
the initials form "Samael" (סמאל). 

סמא"ל )ר"ת א'ורג מ'עשה ס'ביב ל'פיו  ) 

And the word "Kefi" (כפי) separates between his name and her 
name [Lilith, who is alluded to in the continuation of the verse]: 

 
פִי" וּתֵיבַת ין מַפְסֶקֶת "כְּ מוֹ בֵּ מָהּ שְׁ ]לִילִית, לִשְׁ  

ךְ הַנִּרְמֶזתֶ הֶמְשֵׁ הַכָּתוּב בְּ :] 
"Tachra" (ת'חרא), "Yihyeh" (י'היה), "Lo" (ל'ו), "Yikare'a" (י'קרע) – 
these letters form her name. 

י'קרע ל'ו י'היה ת'חרא  . 

And regarding this, it is written (Shemot 33:23): "And I will 
place My 'Kefi' (כפי, palm) over you, until I have passed by." 

כּוֹתִי כג(: לג, )שמות כָּתוּב זהֶ וְעַל  י' "וְשַׂ פִּ עָלֶיךָ 'כַּ " 

Until I have passed by.  עָבְרִי עַד . 

[NOTE Summary:​
 Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz reveals that the verse describing the robe of the Kohen Gadol contains a hidden 
spiritual allusion. The Torah states: “And the opening of its head shall be within it; a border shall be for its 
opening all around, the work of a weaver; like the opening of a coat of mail shall it be for him; it shall not be 
torn” (Shemot 28:32). 

He teaches that within this verse are hinted the forces of impurity known as Samael and his counterpart. The 
initial letters of the words ל'פיו (l’fiv), ס'ביב (saviv), מ'עשה (ma’aseh), א'ורג (oreg) form סמאל, Samael. Further in 
the verse, ת'חרא (tachra), י'היה (yihyeh), ל'ו (lo), י'קרע (yikare’a) form the name associated with his female 
counterpart. Between the two appears the word פִי  .(kefi) כְּ

This is connected to the verse, “And I will place My י פִּ  ”over you, until I have passed by (kapi, My palm) כַּ
(Shemot 33:23). The Divine “palm” stands between the forces of impurity, separating and restraining them. 

The robe of the Kohen Gadol represents spiritual protection. Its opening must “not be torn,” meaning the 
boundary between holiness and impurity must remain intact. When the opening is properly bordered “like the 
opening of a coat of mail,” holiness is guarded. The Divine כף, the protective palm of Hashem, intervenes and 
prevents the destructive union of those forces. 
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Thus, the verse is not merely technical instruction about priestly garments. It encodes a metaphysical truth: 
holiness must be woven with precision and guarded at its openings. The Kohen Gadol’s robe symbolizes the 
human being, whose “openings” must be fortified so that negative forces cannot attach themselves. 

Practical Takeaway:​
 Every person has “openings” — speech, thought, perception, emotional vulnerability. These are places of 
potential sanctity or vulnerability. Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz teaches that holiness requires boundaries. The 
“border all around” represents conscious spiritual discipline. 

The Divine כף, the protective palm, is activated when a person guards his openings with awareness. When one 
maintains integrity and does not allow tears in his spiritual garment, destructive forces lose their grip. 

Practically, this means guarding speech, protecting the mind from corrosive influences, and setting healthy 
spiritual boundaries. Holiness is not passive; it must be woven carefully and protected deliberately. 

Chassidic Story:​
 It is told that Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz was once asked why he was so meticulous about small matters of 
conduct that others considered insignificant. He responded that small tears become large rips. Just as the 
Kohen’s robe could not be torn, so too the soul’s garment must be kept whole. 

He explained that when a person allows even a minor breach in spiritual discipline, it creates an opening 
through which confusion and negativity can enter. But when one preserves even the smallest boundary, Divine 
protection rests upon him, like the “palm” that shields. 

Those who observed him noted that his carefulness did not stem from fear, but from deep awareness that 
holiness is a woven fabric. If guarded properly, it becomes armor. If neglected, it unravels. END NOTE] 

Siman #17 Sefer ב  
"And when Aaron kindles the lamps in the evening, he shall 
burn it— incense continually before Hashem, for your 
generations" (Shemot 30:8). 

ין הַנֵּרוֹת אֶת אַהֲרןֹ וּבְהַעֲלוֹת  יםִ בֵּ יקְַטִירֶנָּה הָעַרְבָּ  
מִיד קְטרֶֹת ח ל, )שמות לְדרֹתֵֹיכֶם ה' לִפְנֵי תָּ ). 

I heard in the name of the holy Rabbi Binyamin Ze'ev of Balta, 
who rests in the Holy Land: 

 
י מַעְתִּ ם שָׁ דוֹשׁ הָרַב בְּשֵׁ י הַקָּ ניְמִָין רַבִּ מִקּ' זאְֵב בִּ  

ה בָּאָרֶץ מ"כ בַּאלְטָא דוֹשָׁ הַקְּ : 
"And when Aaron kindles" — this refers to the righteous person 
of the generation. 

 " יק הַינְוּ – אַהֲרןֹ" וּבְהַעֲלוֹת דִּ הַדּוֹר הַצַּ . 

"The lamps in the evening" — meaning, the holy sparks that 
have become mixed within physical food. 

 
" ין הַנֵּרוֹת אֶת יםִ" בֵּ הַנִּיצוֹצוֹת פֵּרוּשׁ, – הָעַרְבָּ  

ים דוֹשִׁ ר הַקְּ מַאֲכָלִים נתְִעָרְבוּ אֲשֶׁ מִיִּים בְּ הַגַּשְׁ . 

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com 
5 

https://www.chassidusnow.com/


 בס"ד

Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Parshas Tetzaveh 
"Then he shall burn incense continually before Hashem" — 
meaning, he must bind himself with a strong and firm 
connection to the Creator, blessed be He. 

 
" מִיד קְטרֶֹת יקְַטִירֶנָּה ר פֵּרוּשׁ, – ה'" לִפְניֵ תָּ יקְַשֵּׁ  

ר עַצְמוֹ קֶשֶׁ רַךְ לַבּוֹרֵא וְחָזקָ אֲמִיץ בְּ יתְִבָּ . 

So that he will not fall into the snare of desire and the evil 
inclination, which lurks to ensnare a person— and even more so, 
the righteous. 

 
ת יפִּוֹל בַּל רֶשֶׁ אֲוָה בְּ הָאָדָם, אֶת הָאוֹרֵב וְהַיֵּצֶר הַתַּ  

יק וּבְיוֹתֵר דִּ לַצַּ . 

"For your generations" — in every era, the time of eating is a 
time of battle. 

 
" כָל – לְדרֹתֵֹיכֶם" עַת זמְַן, בְּ עַת הִיא אֲכִילָה שְׁ שְׁ  

 .מִלְחָמָה

[NOTE Summary:​
 On the verse, “And when Aaron kindles the lamps in the evening, he shall burn incense continually before 
Hashem, for your generations” (Shemot 30:8), Rabbi Binyamin Ze’ev of Balta explains that “Aaron” refers to 
the tzaddik of the generation, and by extension, to the inner spiritual leadership within every person. 

“The lamps in the evening” refers to the holy sparks that have descended into physical food and material 
existence. “Evening” symbolizes concealment and mixture, when holiness is hidden within physicality. 

“When he kindles” means the work of elevating those sparks. But this is dangerous territory. Therefore, “he 
shall burn incense continually before Hashem” — he must bind himself with strong, firm attachment to the 
Creator while engaging the physical world. The ketoret represents deep connection and inner cleaving. 

“For your generations” teaches that this is an eternal principle. In every generation, the time of eating is a time 
of battle. The yetzer hara lurks specifically around physical desire, and even more so around the righteous, who 
engage with the physical in order to elevate it. 

Eating is not neutral. It is a spiritual confrontation. Without attachment, one can fall. With attachment, one 
transforms darkness into light. 

Practical Takeaway:​
 The time of eating should be approached as avodah. 

Before eating, pause and realign intention. Eat in order to gain strength to serve Hashem. Say blessings slowly 
and consciously. Maintain inner awareness during the meal. Avoid indulgence that dulls clarity. 

The battle with desire is constant and subtle. The protection is continual attachment, like incense rising upward. 
If one remembers that every meal contains hidden sparks, then eating becomes elevation instead of entrapment. 

Each generation faces this battle anew. Victory comes through awareness, discipline, and connection. 

END NOTE] 
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