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IIn the name of G-d, Parshas Shemini
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In the Torat Kohanim on the verse “This is the thing that Hashem
commanded you to do, and the glory of Hashem will appear to
you” (Vayikra 9:6), it is taught: That evil inclination—remove it
from your hearts, and be of one counsel to serve before the
Omnipresent. Just as He is singular in the world, so too should
your service be uniquely dedicated before Him. If you do so, “the
glory of Hashem will appear to you.”

YR 1277 A7 21097 PV 2°393 N1ina
NIR ' 'rﬁ:.a DD"’?N X717 HMZB i X
m1¥Y3 1) 039% 17°2YT Y7 8T
RITY oW .0ipRT 397 NWH NoX
NTmR 0INTIY RN 72,0773 T
1717129 D98 XY ,12 DRy L0397
1:0 KPR 9¥ 0°170 nTIN)Y)

And my revered great-grandfather, my teacher, of blessed
memory, would regularly point out this teaching.
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Now, the verse is interpreted to mean that all of their deeds
should be only “that which Hashem has commanded.”
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For in every matter in the world, there is a Divine will and
intention—as it is written, “Everything He created is for His
glory” (Mishlei 16:4).
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However, this is hidden and requires avodah (spiritual work) to
discover that inner point—the Divine spark within every matter.
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And for the one to whom it is clarified—this is called “zeh
ha-davar” (“this is the thing”’)—the clear Divine directive.
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This is the level of Moshe, who is called the “speculum that
shines” (aspaklarya d'nehara).
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And the Divine service of the Children of Israel is to bring that
illumination into the action itself.
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And this is what it means: “This is the thing... you shall
do”—that they should clarify in their actions this aspect of “zeh”,
and then “the glory of Hashem will appear to you.”
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That is, the inner point present in that very act—as it is said, “The
whole earth is filled with His glory” (Yeshayahu 6:3).
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And through the service in the Beis HaMikdash, this was M9201 WIRPRITN 2 NTIaY 7R
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And in the Midrash (Vayikra Rabbah 11:6) on the verse “And it
was on the eighth day, Moshe called...” it is written: “Wisdom has
built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars” (Mishlei 9:1),
referring to the seven days of Creation. “She has sent out her
maidens, she calls out to man”—see there.

And this is the aspect of Shabbos, through which the Jewish
people testify that Hashem created and sustains all.
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And the Jewish people must clarify this, for the inner vitality of
the middos is the illumination that is beyond this world.
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And this is what it says: “And on the eighth day Moshe called...”

Vayikra 9:1), and “This is the thing... you shall do”—for the
revelation of the inner dimension must be through our own
service, as mentioned above.
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[And this 1s what it means: “She has sent out her maidens, she
calls...” (Mishlei 9:3). I heard from my revered great-grandfather
and teacher, of blessed memory, regarding the phrase
“na’ar”—see there—that in a youth there is constant excitement
and arousal.
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And so it is written in the Zohar (Terumah) that the evil inclination
yetzer hara) enters without preparation—only when a person sits
in idleness.
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And this is what is meant by: “Who is the simple one? Let him
turn here...” (Mishlei 9:4). But the Holy Spirit is not like this—it
seeks to be acquired with a full price, to awaken the hidden and
covered inner dimension, as above.
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And for this reason, man was created—to clarify the purpose of
creation, that all was created for the glory of Hashem.
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And that is why, now that the Mishkan was completed, and the
Jewish people saw that the Shechinah had not yet descended, they
stood before Hashem...
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And Moshe Rabbeinu answered them that they themselves must
awaken the revelation of His glory through their deeds, as stated
above.
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And also, the explanation of the “days of milu im
filling/consecration)” is to fill the middos with the revelation of
their innerness, as mentioned above—
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As it is written in the Zohar on the verse: “Seven days you shall
fill your hands” (Shemos 29:35)—see there.
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n the Gemara, from where do we learn that a tereifah (an animal
with a mortal defect) is not considered a living being? From what
is written: “This is the living creature that you may eat...”
Vayikra 11:2).
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But it also says: “The living creature that you shall not eat.”
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However, indeed the vitality of Hashem that is within every
created being is its [basic] life-force.
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But the kosher vitality—[that which is] from the side of
holiness—is called “this is the living creature,” and it may be
caten.
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And the vitality of the fereifos 1s: “that which you shall not eat.” 1t
is [precisely] that which fulfills His will—that the Jewish people
do not eat it.
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That is its vitality—that which sustains that particular species, as
mentioned above.
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And it is called: “the living creature that you shall not eat,” as
explained above.
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For the vitality of the Sitra Achra (the Other Side) is specifically
that which is repelled—
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that the glory of Hashem is increased through man’s overcoming
his evil inclination, not cleaving to the Sitra Achra.
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And this is its vitality, as stated above.
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And Hashem spoke... saying to them. (Vayikra 11:1-2) This is not
immediately understood.
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But it may be explained according to what Chazal said: Rabbi
Chananya ben Akashya says, “Hashem wished to merit Israel;
therefore, He gave them much Torah and many mitzvos.”

22T TIRRY 1 0B Py i w
IRI7 7103 WITRT ¥ IR v'agn
Ri77 7277 7907 287 NN niary
T3 MOR) NiRY 77in)

And Rashi explains: Creeping creatures and insects are inherently
disgusting—but Hashem turned that revulsion into a mitzvah.
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The explanation is that Hashem wanted the Jewish people’s every
action to follow the Torah—that even in situations that are
unavoidable, the intention behind the act should be aligned with
Torah.
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And Chazal also said: A person should not say, “I don’t want to eat
pig,” but rather, “I do want to—but what can I do? My Father in
Heaven has decreed upon me [not to].”
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And this is what Chazal said on the verse “This is the animal that
—that the Jewish people are clinging to life.

vou shall eat...’
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For every action of a Jew must be connected to its source.
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And this is the meaning of “And you shall sanctify yourselves...’
Vayikra 11:44)—a person sanctifies himself from below.

— (TR RPN "anwTenm'!
TR iRy WIRh TN,

That is, through not being attached to physicality, but rather to the
inner vitality of the thing.
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For the inwardness is distinct from the material of the
object—even though it manifests within the physical.
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So too must the intention of the one performing [the act] be, as
explained above.
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And this is what it means: “saying to them "—that His will was for
them to separate from creeping creatures and insects because that

is His will, as explained above.
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And even though, without this, it is revolting—and how can one
say, “I desire it”?
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However, the explanation is that the avoidance should come more
from the command of Hashem than from one’s own disgust—
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That even in such a case, where disgust would naturally prevail,
nevertheless, it should be rejected even more due to the utterance
of Hashem, as explained above.
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[NOTE: Summary

This teaching explores the deep rationale behind the Torah's commandments regarding purity and

dietary laws, specifically referencing the verses on forbidden creatures (X" P19 X7p™). While

certain animals are naturally repulsive, the Torah turns abstaining from them into a mitzvah, not

because of their inherent disgust, but because Hashem commanded it. The deeper point is that
Hashem desires that every action—even those that we might do instinctively or

naturally—should be intentionally aligned with His will.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7”02
Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger
Sfas Emes
Parshas Shemini

When a Jew says, “I do want it, but I abstain because Hashem said so,” it reveals a deeper level
of service: one not driven by instinct or personal preference, but by attachment to the Divine
will. This aligns with the ideal that all actions of a Jew should be connected to their source, to
holiness, and to the inner vitality within the physical. The Jew sanctifies himself not by denying
physicality, but by recognizing and focusing on its inner purpose and Divine root.

Practical Takeaway

Next time you feel an instinctual aversion to something (e.g., non-kosher food, inappropriate
content, etc.), pause and reframe it:

e Don't avoid it just because it's disgusting or undesirable to you.
e Instead, elevate the experience by consciously thinking:
“I am abstaining because this is the will of Hashem.”

This shift transforms a natural reaction into an act of holy self-discipline and Divine service,
deepening your personal connection with Hashem.

True Chassidic Story

The Baal Shem Tov and the Butter Merchant

A Chassid once came to the Baal Shem Tov with a spiritual concern. He said, “Rebbe, I keep
kosher and avoid all forbidden foods, but I don’t feel elevated. I even hate the smell of treif
food—it disgusts me.”

The Baal Shem Tov looked at him and said:

“That is exactly your problem. If you refrain from treif because it disgusts you, you’re no better
than the gentile who also hates its smell. But a Jew’s abstention must come not from nature—but
from emunah, from obedience and love of Hashem.”

He continued:
“Go to the butter merchant in town and learn from him.”

The Chassid did so, and overheard the man say: “Ah, how I miss the smell of non-kosher
sausages from the village I used to live in—but thank G-d, I am a Jew! And a Jew listens to his
Father in Heaven!”

The Chassid returned to the Baal Shem Tov, his heart awakened.

Moral: Avoiding sin is greater when done not from personal taste, but from surrender to G-d’s
will. That surrender is what transforms the mundane into the holy. END NOTE]
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