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“These are the generations of Noach, Noach was a righteous
and perfect man in his generations.” It seems that a person
who engages in the service of the blessed and exalted Creator in
all his deeds — even in physical acts such as eating and drinking
— when he eats and drinks with holiness, at least with the
intention to reject the waste and elevate the spirituality within,

then each time he ascends and comes into another, higher state,
this is called a “generation.” The first level in which he
conducted himself all the days of his previous service is like one
“generation.”

And after he falls from that level and descends into another
state, it is as if he has entered a new generation.

And this is what is meant by “One generation goes and another
comes” — meaning, as explained, that he falls from the
previous level in which he had been conducting himself until
now, that level leaves him (“a generation goes”), and he then
arrives at a new level (“and a generation comes”).

Yet the verse adds: “And the earth stands forever.” The meaning
is that one must cause the “earthiness” — the material aspect —
to stand firm, that is, to be conducted with holiness, as
explained above.

And this is the meaning of “stands forever” — that it should
“stand” in the higher world. The person who conducts himself
in this way enters a new level each time, but one who does not
conduct himself with holiness cannot experience any of this, for
he does not ascend at all to another level.

And this is the meaning of “generation to generation” — that is,
a person who wishes to go out and enter from generation to
generation, meaning from one level to another as mentioned
above.

“They shall praise Your deeds” — meaning, he must sanctify
himself even in physical matters to such a degree that even his
physical actions will praise the Blessed Holy One.
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And this is the meaning of “Noach was a righteous and perfect 922,038 ," 0T 707 0O0R PUTY WK M
man in his generations” — meaning, in every state that he DR POTY 7 QYD 92,002 MY PRirn2
attained, at every moment, he was righteous and perfect in it. o73.

And all of this came to him because “with God did Noach walk”
— meaning, all his deeds were only for His great Name, blessed
be He; therefore, he would ascend each time from one level to
another.
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[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk teaches that the verse “generation to generation™ hints to the spiritual journey of a
person who constantly strives to ascend from one level to another in Divine service. Every spiritual stage is
called a “generation.” To move from one to the next, one must sanctify even the most physical parts of life —
eating, drinking, working — until even one’s deeds themselves “praise” G-d. This was the greatness of Noach:
in every state he found himself, he was ““a righteous and perfect man.” His righteousness wasn’t limited to
moments of revelation or spiritual intensity; it permeated all his “generations,” all his changing levels and
conditions. The secret lay in the verse “with G-d did Noach walk” — his every act, even the simplest, was
performed solely for the sake of Heaven.

Practical Takeaway

To truly grow in holiness, one must ensure that no aspect of life is detached from the Divine. Sanctify the
ordinary — your meals, your speech, your work — and they become steps in your ascent. Every day can be a
new “generation,” a new rung of connection, if approached with awareness and intention.

Chassidic Story

Rebbe Elimelech once traveled with his brother, the famed Rebbe Zusha of Anipoli. Along the way, they were
insulted and humiliated by a group of peasants. Rebbe Zusha rejoiced, saying, “Now we have fulfilled the
verse, ‘You shall love the Lord your G-d with all your heart” — even when the heart feels pain.” Rebbe
Elimelech responded, “And now we have learned what it means to serve Him with all our generations — to
carry holiness through every circumstance, high and low.” In their joy, they sang together, transforming the
shame into praise of G-d.

END NOTE]
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“These are the generations of Noach, etc.” Based on the verse
“As for me, in righteousness I shall behold Your face; when I
awaken, I shall be satisfied with Your likeness.” For when a
person considers himself to be righteous, he falls from his level
— even if he truly was righteous, by this very thought he
descends from his previous state.

But when a person — even though he is righteous — thinks in
his mind that he has not yet fulfilled his obligation completely,
and he himself and his heart are as something only resembling
and picturing the service, and that he has not yet reached the root
and essence of the work, then he is satisfied and enriched in his
level, standing firm and strong, continuing to ascend higher and
higher.

And this is the meaning of the saying of King David, peace be
upon him: “As for me, in righteousness,” meaning, as above —
when [ myself am in a state of righteousness and uprightness,
then “I shall behold Your face.”

As the Zohar says (Zohar I, 89a): “In a vision — meaning in
Aramaic translation — since he was not yet circumcised and was
not complete in his level, he was revealed to in the language of
translation.” So too here, “I shall behold Your face” is an
expression of translation — meaning that I fall from the level I
had before, when the spirit of G-d spoke within me in an
expression of affection.

But “when I awaken, I shall be satisfied with Your likeness” —
meaning, when [ think of myself as being only “in Your
likeness,” that is, only resembling the work, then “I shall be
satisfied upon awakening,” for You will support me with the
right hand of Your righteousness to satisfy me with the
abundance of Your goodness, in ever higher and endless levels.
And this is also what the verse hints to here: that if you think
yourself righteous, you have not yet accomplished anything —
for since that thought has entered you, you have not yet entered
the essential service, but are only like an offspring in place of the
father.
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But not yet to the essential root that is hinted to by the “father.”

And this is the meaning of “These are the generations of Noach” I ,ANT DN THNIT PINT W o8 KD DI
— meaning, he is only a “generation,” an offshoot, as above, ,2"'19 77230 RO SPRY 0" ,"m niThin aR”
when he considers himself “Noach, a righteous and perfect o) ."oonn Po7Y R M inyya 1iap’ oxa.

man.” And this is sufficient.

[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk explains that the danger of spiritual self-satisfaction is among the greatest pitfalls
in Divine service. The verse “As for me, in righteousness I shall behold Your face” teaches that when a person
begins to think of himself as righteous, he immediately falls from his level — even if he truly was righteous
before. Spiritual growth depends upon humility, the recognition that one’s service is still only a faint image of
the true essence of holiness. When one sees himself as still distant from perfection — as if he has only touched
the “likeness” of holiness — then G-d strengthens him, granting him higher and higher levels of closeness
without end. The person who views himself as “finished” becomes only a “toldah,” a mere branch disconnected
from the root; but one who sees himself as still striving remains connected to the source of life itself.

Practical Takeaway

Never consider yourself complete in your service of G-d. Even when doing well, see your accomplishments as
but the beginning. This humility keeps the heart soft and open, allowing you to continue rising. The moment
you think “I have arrived,” spiritual vitality stops flowing. But when you feel there is still more to uncover, G-d
lifts you ever higher.

Chassidic Story

It is told that when Rebbe Elimelech once finished an intense night of prayer, a disciple exclaimed, “Rebbe,
such holiness! Surely you have reached the level of the righteous of old!” Rebbe Elimelech turned pale and
whispered, “If I would believe that, I would fall this very instant.” He then closed his eyes and said softly, “The
moment a man sees himself as righteous, he ceases to grow. Only when he knows he is still at the threshold
does Heaven open the next gate.” END NOTE]
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“A righteous and perfect man was he in his generations.” It
can also be explained that the tzaddik, through his holy deeds —
when he performs some act of holiness — draws the blessed and
exalted Creator into this world. Thus, he does good for his
generations, bringing them merit, for the Divine Presence,
blessed be He, rests with them through the tzaddik.
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And when the tzaddik ascends to a higher level, he causes
connection and extension of His blessed Name throughout all the
worlds.
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And this is the meaning of “A righteous and perfect man was he
in his generations” — that the completeness of his righteousness
benefited his generations.

And this also was the effect of his righteousness: “With G-d did
Noach walk” — meaning, he also influenced the upper worlds;
for “with G-d” (et HaElokim) implies “together with G-d,” that
is, with the higher worlds — even there Noach walked.
Understand this well.

[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk teaches that the tzaddik’s holiness does not remain his own — it radiates through
every realm of existence. When a tzaddik performs an act of holiness, he draws the light of the Creator into the
world, bringing blessing not only to his own generation but to all who are connected to him. His righteousness
uplifts others, allowing the Divine Presence to dwell among them through his merit. As he rises from one
spiritual level to another, his ascent binds all the worlds together, extending G-d’s Name and light into every
sphere — both earthly and heavenly. This is the deeper meaning of “A righteous and perfect man was he in his
generations” and “With G-d did Noach walk”: his wholeness benefited his generation below and illuminated the
higher worlds above.
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Practical Takeaway

Your spiritual growth affects far more than yourself. Every moment of sincerity, every act of holiness, brings
light to others and strengthens the connection between heaven and earth. When you refine yourself, you elevate
your surroundings. True righteousness is not isolation — it is influence. END NOTE]

7 RARR

“In his generations.” It could be asked: it should have said “in
his generation.” Even though Noach lived through several
generations, still, the main intent seems to follow Rashi’s
interpretation — “some expound it to his praise, etc.” For even if
it had said “in his generation,” this interpretation could also have
been derived.
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But it seems to me that the verse comes to teach another matter.
For in every generation there is a particular root to repair a
specific mitzvah more than the others. For example, in one
generation the root to be corrected is the mitzvah of tzitzis more
than other mitzvos — and so too in every generation, there is a
root to strengthen and perfect a certain mitzvah above the rest.
And the verse comes to tell us that Noach was “a righteous and
perfect man in his generations” — meaning that in every
generation in which he lived, he upheld and rectified the unique
root-mitzvah destined for that generation.

And this is what is meant by the verse, “Let the seekers of the
Lord praise Him; your hearts shall live forever.” For when the
tzaddik performs a mitzvah and fulfills it at its root, that mitzvah
brings him to fervor and fiery enthusiasm to sing praises to G-d.

And this is the meaning of “Let them praise the Lord” —
through songs and praises; “His seekers” — meaning, those who
seek the mitzvah to fulfill it completely at its root; “Your hearts
shall live forever” — meaning, the verse gives the reason why
they are worthy of praise: because their hearts live eternally, for
they seek each mitzvah that is unique to every generation,
forever and ever. And this is sufficient.

[NOTE Summary
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Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk reveals a deeper meaning in the phrase “in his generations.” Every generation, he
teaches, is born with a distinct spiritual mission — a particular mitzvah or area of holiness that requires repair
more than others. In one generation, it might be the mitzvah of tzitzis; in another, it might be charity, prayer, or
unity. Noach’s greatness was that he was “a righteous and perfect man in his generations,” meaning that in each
era of his life, he discerned and devoted himself to the unique mitzvah that Heaven demanded from that time.
His righteousness was not static but adaptive — he embodied the Divine purpose specific to every age he lived
through. When a tzaddik fulfills a mitzvah in its true root and essence, that mitzvah ignites him with holy
enthusiasm to praise and sing to G-d — as in the verse, “Let the seekers of the Lord praise Him; your hearts
shall live forever.” The tzaddik’s heart lives on eternally because his service aligns with the timeless pulse of
each generation’s Divine task.

Practical Takeaway
Each generation — and each person — has its own mission. Our service of G-d must be alive, attuned to what
Heaven asks now. Discover which mitzvah or act of holiness your time most calls for, and give it your heart.
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When you serve with awareness of your generation’s unique calling, your heart, too, “lives forever.”

END NOTE]
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“Noach... in his generations.” It can also be explained as
follows: The complete tzaddik who constantly walks in true
unity bestows abundant goodness and blessing upon all Israel.
And this is alluded to in the form of the letter Tzaddik (¥), which
is written as a Nun and a Yud: the upper head of the Nun is short,
symbolizing the unity in which the tzaddik walks, and the lower
leg is wide, hinting that the tzaddik must spread and extend
influence upon all Israel.

And the Yud written behind the Nun, as if upon its shoulder,
hints that he receives influence upon his shoulder from the Yud
— from which the primary flow comes.

And this is the meaning of “All Your works shall praise You, O
Lord” — meaning that all Your works are by means of the
Yudin, for all influence descends through them.

And this is the meaning of “And Avraham rose early in the
morning” — that he drew down influences of kindness, for
“morning” alludes to kindness, through “rising early.”

“And he saddled his donkey” — meaning, the physicality, which
represents judgments, he bound and subdued, thereby
sweetening them.

And this is what is said about King Shaul, peace be upon him:
“From his shoulders and upward he was taller than all the
people.” This hints to the above — that Shaul, who was “as a
one-year-old” pure of sin, was in this state of drawing down
influences through the shoulder, and in this he was higher and
more elevated than all the people.

And this is the meaning of “Noach was a righteous and perfect
man in his generations” — meaning that he was perfect in his
righteousness within the true unity, and he drew down Divine
influences to his generations. Understand this well.
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[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk uncovers a profound symbolism in the verse “Noach was a righteous and perfect
man in his generations.” The true tzaddik, he explains, lives in a state of perfect unity with G-d. This unity
allows him to draw down Divine blessing and abundance not only for himself but for all Israel. The form of the
Hebrew letter Tzaddik (¥) reflects this role: it combines a Nun and a Yud. The Nun § short upper head hints at
the tzaddik’s humility and connection to the One above, while its wide lower leg signifies the spreading of
blessing outward to the entire nation. The Yud positioned on the shoulder of the Nun alludes to the source of
Divine influence that rests upon the tzaddik, from which he channels holiness to others.

This principle is illustrated by Avraham, who “rose early in the morning” — drawing down loving-kindness
(chesed), subduing his physicality (‘“and he saddled his donkey”), and sweetening the harsh judgments.
Similarly, King Shaul, described as “taller than all the people from his shoulders upward,” represents one who
draws down influence through spiritual “shoulders,” receiving from the higher Yud and bestowing to those
below. Noach, too, embodied this path — “righteous and perfect,” he walked in complete unity with G-d and
extended blessing to every generation that followed.

Practical Takeaway

True righteousness means being both connected above and generous below — receiving from G-d and sharing
with others. The tzaddik’s shoulders symbolize responsibility: to carry Divine light into the world and to uplift
others through it. Every Jew can emulate this by turning personal holiness into kindness, channeling their
spiritual awareness into acts that bless others.

Chassidic Story

It is told that Rebbe Elimelech once walked through the snow to visit a poor family, carrying food and wood on
his own back. When his students tried to relieve him of the burden, he said, “You do not understand — the Yud
must rest upon the Nun. If Heaven gives a man strength, it is to bear the needs of others upon his shoulders.”
That night, he prayed, “Master of the world, let me always be a letter in Your holy Name — humble below,
receiving from above, and giving outward without end.” END NOTE]
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First, he must serve the Blessed Holy One with awe — meaning,
he must correct his deeds and the sins of his youth through
teshuvah, which is “teshuv Hei,” the return of the letter Hei,
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rectifying by his repentance that which he blemished in His great
and holy Name.

And this is the meaning of “And Noach begot” — for “Noach”
alludes to the tzaddik, as it is said in the Midrash, “Noach was
tranquil below and tranquil above,” meaning that he draws down
influence both below and above in all the worlds.

And he begets “three sons — Shem,” meaning that he first
rectifies, through his awe, the holy Name which he had
blemished, as mentioned above.

And this is a sign of a complete baal teshuvah — when the holy
Name, the Tetragrammaton, stands constantly before his eyes, it
is a sign that he has, through his awe, rectified all his sins.

“And Cham” — meaning, afterward he must strengthen himself
in the level of love, which brings warmth to a person; therefore,
love is hinted in the word Cham (‘“hot”), for it is a term of
warmth.

However, this is not yet complete love, for since he previously
had base and degraded loves — such as love of money, lust, and
other lowly desires — therefore, when he is aroused with love
for G-d, those former, coarse loves intrude and cause ulterior
motives within this love.

And because of this, when he awakens love toward the Blessed
Holy One, those earlier loves arouse confusion, bringing him to
ulterior motives in that love. Therefore, the word Cham also
hints at Cheimah (anger or fervor) — meaning that he must rouse
the good inclination against the evil inclination, breaking the
power of those ulterior motives.

Until he merits that his love becomes complete, and through this,
he elevates even the external and worldly loves he once
possessed — raising them also into holiness, as our Sages said:
“The willful transgressions are transformed into merits.”

And this is what we say, “With an eternal love have You loved
us” — meaning, even the worldly loves that we once possessed,
“You have loved us,” that is, even they are beloved before You
when we elevate them into holiness.
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“With great and abundant compassion...” — meaning, this is the
great and abundant compassion that G-d has upon us.

And this is the meaning of “And Cham was the father of
Canaan.” “Canaan” hints to lowliness, as it is written, “Canaan,
in his hand are deceitful balances.” Through the warmth (Cham)
by which he elevates his former lowly loves into holiness, this
warmth is called “father,” for it gives birth and brings them into
holiness.

And this, too, is hinted at in the words of our Sages, “There are
those who follow the reading, and those who follow the
tradition.” Meaning, there are those who, in their calling upon
G-d, are in the level of “mother” (im), while others, who transfer
their former lowliness into holiness, are also called “mother,”
though it is a lower level than “father,” as mentioned above.
And this is the allusion in “An Aramean sought to destroy my
father.” “Aramean” hints to lowness and the ulterior motives that
arise in a person within his love toward G-d; “sought to destroy
my father” — meaning, he constantly seeks to destroy these
higher levels. Therefore, it says “destroying” (oved) in the
present tense; though it could have said “destroyed” (avad), this,
too, alludes to the above.

Therefore, a person must strengthen and overcome himself with
great yearning and fiery warmth to reach the level of “father,” as
explained above.

“[And Cham, etc.] and Yefes” — this alludes to the tzaddik
reaching the level of Tiferes (Beauty), for “Yefes” means beauty
and splendor, that all his actions become beautiful and pleasing
in the eyes of others and before all who see him.

And when he attains these three levels mentioned above, that
tzaddik is called a “Seraph” — for he burns in his love
constantly, without interruption and without any ulterior motive.

And this is the allusion in “And the Ofanim and the holy Chayos
rise up opposite the Seraphim.” The “Ofanim” allude to the first
level, awe — for sometimes he falls completely from his awe,
like a wheel that rolls from above downward.
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“And the Chayos Hakodesh (Holy Beasts)” allude to one who is
somewhat in the level of love, who does not fall entirely from his
level — for even if he falls, he is not cast away completely; this
is the meaning of “and the Chayos ran and returned,” meaning,
he quickly returns to his level.
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And in these two levels one must elevate himself so greatly until
“opposite the Seraphim” — meaning, until he reaches the level
of “Seraphim,” who burn in their love constantly, without
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interruption.
And may G-d help us to be attached to His awe and His love 922 1n29X27 N2 0°P327 NNPI? WY aEm
with all our heart always. Amen. TR .TOnR 1225,

[NOTE Summary
Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk interprets “And Noach begot three sons” as a map of the tzaddik’s inner work —
three stages through which every soul must ascend in Divine service.

First comes Yirah (Awe) — the beginning of return, where one refines deeds and repents for the sins of youth.
This stage is called teshuv Hei, restoring the letter Hei to G-d’s Name and healing the spiritual blemish caused
by sin. The tzaddik, like Noach (“rest above and rest below”), draws down peace and rectification both in
higher and lower realms through this reverent return.

Next comes Ahavah (Love) — hinted in “Cham,” meaning heat or warmth. Here one learns to transform
worldly passion into holy love. At first this love is mixed with self-interest, but by “stirring the good inclination
against the evil inclination,” one breaks ulterior motives until even former base desires are uplifted into
holiness, as our Sages say, “the willful sins become merits.” This, says Rebbe Elimelech, is why we declare in
prayer: “With an eternal love have You loved us” — even our former earthly loves, once elevated, become
beloved before G-d. Thus, “Cham the father of Canaan” means that the warmth (Cham) itself becomes an
“ancestor” to holiness, converting lowliness (Canaan) into sanctity.

Finally comes Tiferes (Beauty) — alluded to in “Yefes,” meaning beauty and harmony. Here, the tzaddik’s
actions become radiant, balanced, and pleasing in the eyes of both G-d and man. Having united awe and love,
he embodies the Divine image in perfect equilibrium.

These three levels correspond to the celestial vision: “The Ofanim and the Chayos Hakodesh rise opposite the
Seraphim.” The Ofanim symbolize those who fluctuate in awe — rising and falling like turning wheels. The
Chayos represent those aflame with love, who, even if they stumble, immediately “run and return.” But the
Seraphim stand as the culmination — souls ever-burning with constant love, without interruption or
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self-interest. Rebbe Elimelech concludes with a prayer that we, too, merit to cleave to G-d in both awe and love
with all our hearts, always.

Practical Takeaway

True spiritual growth follows this order: awe, love, and beauty. Begin by rectifying your actions and standing
humbly before G-d. Then, transform worldly desires into warmth of holiness, elevating even your human
passions toward the Divine. Finally, let your service radiate beauty — so that your deeds inspire peace,
harmony, and light in those around you. The heart that burns with constant love becomes, like the Seraphim, a
living flame of G-dliness.

Chassidic Story

A disciple once asked Rebbe Elimelech, “Rebbe, how can I love G-d without ceasing?” The Rebbe answered,
“Begin with fear — guard your thoughts and deeds. Then, let every passion you feel become a spark that points
upward. When you transform even one earthly desire into love for Heaven, you’ve turned fire into light.” Later
that night, his students saw him praying, trembling and radiant, whispering again and again, “The Ofanim and
the Chayos rise toward the Seraphim...” His face glowed like a burning coal — a man who had become what
he taught. END NOTE]
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“Make a window for the ark.” Rashi explains, “a precious v ".ai ja8" "W W s L7an® Tpn T
stone.” It may be interpreted as an allusion: “ark” (teivah) means XOXIn DIRY 72m 09T 00 "nan" ma mio
the word or utterance that a person speaks. 0.
One must ensure that this word shines with great light, like a 1283 2973 DI 1RA DRI 7200 NIRT? X
precious stone. 2jv.
“And finish it to a cubit from above” — the term “cubit” (amah) "I RIT TR TR, YT 11700 ek OR)
alludes to complete oneness, meaning that the tzaddik must walk MR 92°7 TP PUIRAW 113 NITORT 2V
in perfect unity within the higher worlds. 22115y nin%iva ).

[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk explains that the verse “Make a window for the ark” contains a profound teaching
about the power of speech. The “ark” (teivah) symbolizes the word that a person utters — for every spoken
word is like a vessel that can either conceal or reveal Divine light. Rashi’s comment that the tzohar (window)
was “a precious stone” alludes to the radiance that holy words should possess. When one speaks with sincerity,
humility, and awareness of G-d’s presence, the words themselves become luminous — shining with spiritual
light like a gem.
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The continuation, “and finish it to a cubit from above,” hints to amah (a cubit) as a symbol of unity. The tzaddik
must refine his words and thoughts until they are aligned with absolute oneness — “from above,” meaning
connected to the higher realms. Thus, every utterance can become a channel of pure Divine illumination.

Practical Takeaway

Guard your words as if they were jewels. Speak gently, truthfully, and with the intention that your speech reveal
holiness rather than conceal it. When you speak with awareness of G-d, even ordinary conversation becomes a
“precious stone” — a window through which Divine light enters the world. END NOTE]
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Another interpretation: “Make a window for the ark.” The
meaning is that the tzaddik, through the words (feivos) of Torah
that he studies, transforms tzarah (distress) into tzohar
(radiance).

“Make it with lower, second, and third levels” — by way of
allusion, this refers to three types of people: complete tzaddikim,
complete resha’im, and beinonim (intermediates).

“The lower ones” allude to the wicked, as Rashi writes — “for
refuse,” for they are engaged in repulsive matters; these are sins,
which are as refuse.

“The second” — for dwelling; these are the beinonim, who
engage in the habitation of this world and its physical pleasures,
even though they do not commit sins.

“The third, the upper, for man” — this refers to the complete
tzaddik, who constantly walks in the higher worlds.

The complete tzaddik must rectify them all through his holy
deeds; therefore, regarding the “thirds,” it says “you shall make”
— meaning, you, the tzaddik, must make and repair them.

This also alludes to a person himself: in his youth he is occupied
with base and repulsive things; in the middle years of his life, he
is involved in worldly matters.

He must ensure to rectify everything, at least in the “thirds” —
the later years of life — so that his soul not be gathered with
sinners.

PIXY UR L ranh awyn aR' NN s
"7%"7 790 X A2 MIPY A7iRg nian 0Ty Y
TR"H"

AIPW? T 1772 ,7WER DWW 0 0nnn
D73 YY) D03 DORTY DTN 33 10
akhihimbl

"9"T "W 202V 3N, DY ™7, "0 AN

07 2317 ,0°0AT 01372 D°RRW o7y ," 23"
ninaya.

"R DOROWE 23137 07 T2 "oy
DPRY °D Y A% ,0°W 0°33ym 777 07197
mw;;z oy,

"W RIS RO, DD DIy DWW
0317y Niniva Trn 7710,

YRYR2 072 R07 T RIT 0T PTEM
UATD,"TpYR" DWW 23K 203 1971 ,0°WiTRa
DIPNN AYYR PUTRT ADX.

PRIV RIT NPV XY DTRT 98 10 D)
POIY X7 VIV Y¥RR] ,0°0WR °99Y 01272
T3 02 1.

07 ,D°wW2 019 93 9Y Y31 Tpn? NiNT? T
191 XY 0Y R 0737 ,1IY A10.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com


http://chassidusnow.com/donate

7'"ea
The Rebbe, Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk

Noam Elimelech
Parshas Noach

[NOTE Summary

Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk reveals that the verse “Make a window for the ark™ also conceals a second layer
of meaning. The tzaddik, through the words (teivos) of Torah he learns, transforms tzarah (trouble) into tzohar
(light). Torah study, when done with sincerity and holiness, illuminates the soul and converts hardship into
radiance.

The phrase “Make it with lower, second, and third levels™ alludes to three kinds of people: the wicked (“the
lower ones”), those in the middle (“the seconds”), and the righteous (“the thirds”). The tzaddik must rectify all
three — by his holy deeds he uplifts even the lowest levels of existence. Thus, the Torah uses the active phrase
“you shall make,” teaching that it is the tzaddik’s responsibility to refine and elevate the entire spectrum of
human life.

This also applies to every individual: in youth one is drawn to base desires; in middle age, to worldly comfort;
but in later years one must rise higher, rectifying all previous stages so that the soul departs this world pure and
untainted.

Practical Takeaway

Every stage of life has its work — youth, middle years, and old age each demand their own form of refinement.
The task is to turn tzarah into tzohar — to let the words of Torah shine through one’s trials, transforming even
darkness into light. By returning to G-d and uplifting one’s past, a person becomes a partner in His creation,
rectifying not only himself but the world.

END NOTE]
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