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Siman #132

Theme: Become intoxicated until he doesn’t know

ANON nNoayn

A hint from the Torah for the Fast of Esther.
For the war against Amalek took place on the 13th of Adar.

And it is written (Exodus 17:12), "And Aaron and Hur
supported his hands, etc."

And Rashi explains: From here we learn that a public fast
requires three people praying.

Siman #133

From where in the Torah is Mordechai derived? As it is stated
(Exodus 30:23), "Take for yourself the finest spices: pure myrrh"
(Megillah 139b).

For when the Messiah comes, speedily in our days, he will
"judge by his scent" (Sanhedrin 93b).

The redemption of the Messiah will be from subjugation to
complete redemption, just as Mordechai's redemption was from
death to life.

Therefore, it is stated, "Take for yourself the finest spices,"
indicating that he is the head of all redemptions.

Just as the incense offering is superior to all other sacrifices and
saves from death, as it is written (Numbers 17:12), "He placed
the incense and atoned for the people, etc."

For all redemptions stem from the chamber of the Messiah and
from the incense offering, and this is the meaning of "the finest
spices" (b’samim rosh).

[NOTE Summary
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The Sages derive Mordechai’s name from the Torah, in the verse “Take for yourself the finest spices: pure
myrrh” (Exodus 30:23; Megillah 13b). This connection teaches that Mordechai represents the quality of
redemption itself. Just as the incense offering is superior to other sacrifices and has the power to save from
death, so too Mordechai’s redemption was a transition from death to life. This parallels the ultimate

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7"02
Reb Pinchas of Koretz
Imrie Pinchas
Purim

redemption of the Messiah, who will redeem us from subjugation to complete freedom. The verse “Take for
yourself the finest spices” points to Messiah as the head of all redemptions, for all salvations flow from his
chamber and the spiritual essence of the incense offering.

Practical Takeaway

Redemption is not only a historical event but a spiritual flow that continues through all generations. Just as
Mordechai embodied redemption in his time, so too each Jew can awaken redemption by attaching to holiness,
prayer, and sacrifice of self-interest for God. Every act of sincerity and devotion helps prepare for the ultimate
redemption of Moshiach, when truth will be revealed and justice will be “judged by his scent.”

Chassidic Story

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz once told his students that redemption begins in the heart of a Jew. He explained that
when one transforms bitterness into sweetness, as the incense transformed foul odors into a fragrant offering,
one brings personal redemption and hastens the collective redemption. He pointed to Mordechai, who stood
firm against Haman without adding fear or despair, saying: “His inner purity became like the incense, and so
he merited that all of Israel was redeemed with him.” END NOTE]

Siman #134

From where in the Torah is Haman derived? "From the tree from

. . . SDI) TRMR WK PV AT, 300 11 190
which I commanded you [not to eat]" (Genesis 3:11, Chullin T T S Ll

3,090).
139b). )
The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is the secret of DIND2 W'Y PN TI0 RIT YN 20 DYIATY
chametz (leaven). See there in the explanation of the intention 7"5 9"0p WW 0"yID) Yrn M301).
behind burning chametz (Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar 146, Chapter 4).

Haman, his wife, and his ten sons represent the embodiment of NP1 2"'o MW2LNT a7 112 Y INWRY 1AM
Samael (the spiritual force of impurity) and his female W 0"¥I9) 01D NIMNDA WY MR 0"
counterpart, along with the ten impure forces (sefirot of 0" 0°57),
impurity). See there in the explanation of the intention behind

Purim (Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar HaPurim, Chapter 80).

The letters were written on the 13th of Nissan to destroy and AN 7w L,30°12 A" 1aN01 2190m
annihilate (Esther 3:12). 2,3 noY)).
This occurred in the days of the Men of the Great Assembly, PRTN2 YT 1AM A" WK M2 700 N
and they certainly knew the secret of burning chametz. PRI P72 29Y2 927 YRR Y2 710,
Immediately, on the evening following, they searched for

chametz.
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The essence of chametz corresponds to Zeir Anpin (the 'Y RAPIIT RIT IRWY K" TI0 KT R0 PN
masculine spiritual aspect), while the "leaven" (se’or) RNIARDAT 1IN WY W2A? YanI *nono
corresponds to the feminine aspect (Nukvah). The ten pieces of 00 0"v7D)).

chametz removed during the search correspond to the ten
crowns of impurity.

They completed their spiritual work above so that the downfall 931 A7 NRON W 77917 ANWD 1NN W
of Haman and all the aforementioned elements would occur. 5",
However, it did not descend into this world until the second day 0D 5w '3 01 1Y 02w Y 777 K2 ROW 1
of Pesach—understand this well. V7 12,

[NOTE Summary

The Sages derive Haman from the verse, “From the tree from which I commanded you [not to eat]” (Genesis
3:11; Chullin 139b), linking him to the primordial sin of the Tree of Knowledge, identified with chametz
(leaven). Haman, together with his wife and ten sons, embodies Samael, his consort, and the ten impure forces.
The decree against Israel was written on the 13th of Nissan, just as the Men of the Great Assembly were
preparing for bedikas chametz, aligning the fall of Haman with the burning of chametz. The removal of ten
pieces of chametz corresponds to the ten crowns of impurity, and this spiritual cleansing in the upper worlds
precipitated the downfall of Haman and his forces. Yet, this manifestation only descended fully into the
physical realm on the second day of Pesach.

Practical Takeaway

The downfall of evil begins with inner refinement. Just as chametz represents the arrogance and impurity
linked to the primordial sin, its removal symbolizes uprooting the source of Haman’s power. When one
searches for and burns the “chametz” within—the ego, pride, and impurity—one participates in the cosmic
rectification that leads to the downfall of all forces of evil. Our avodah on Pesach, especially in ridding
ourselves of chametz, is not just ritual but actively connected to the eternal redemption of Isracl. END NOTE]

Siman #135

Why did the Sages establish that villages and towns read [the

. . . 1"12 2°9791 72 PP MY 2090 1PN A
Megillah] on the 14th, and walled cities on the 15th? (Megillah [ |

6,3 07°3n)).
3:6). ’ )
As we say in the Mishnah (Avot 1:2), "The world stands on 0°127 WL Y (2,6 NM2Y) MIWnH1A J1NRT
three things: on Torah, on service [of God], etc." 191 ATV P A7INT By T 2w,
And on Purim, one is obligated to become intoxicated (Megillah 77N RO (3,7 7293) MI027 2%1 079,

7:3), and thus Torah [study] is not present.
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Therefore, they instituted this [division of days] so that the
world would be upheld through what remains.

Siman #136
On Purim, he said in the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, a
reason why the name of Hashem is not written in the Megillah.

For it is established (Megillah 20:20) that the Megillah may be
read throughout the entire day.

And on Purim, a person is obligated to become intoxicated until
he does not know (Shabbat 7:3).

Perhaps someone will read the Megillah in the late afternoon
after he has already become intoxicated, and a drunk person is
forbidden to mention the name of Hashem.

Siman #137

Why do people recite four verses aloud during the reading of the
Megillah, such as "A Jewish man..." etc.? (Shulchan Aruch,
Orach Chaim 690:17).

Because Mordechai represented a revelation of divine light,

meaning that his illumination came from Yesod of Abba (Pri
Etz Chaim, Shaar HaPurim, Chapter 1).

And in these four verses, the revelation of Mordechai is
mentioned. Therefore, they are recited aloud.

Siman #138
In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, a reason why Haman
is beaten.

For every rabbinic mitzvah has a root in the Torah.

That is, when a word has two meanings, the Sages were
concerned about both interpretations.

For example, regarding "And he shall wave the omer"
(Leviticus 23:11), one meaning is that it refers to lifting and

waving, but it can also be understood as related to sifting in a
sieve.
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Therefore, it must be waved through thirteen sieves (Menachot
66:30).

Similarly, Yom Kippur is called the "Day of Atonement," but it
can also be understood as related to drums and dances.

Therefore, the daughters of Israel would dance in the vineyards
(Taanit 26:20).

Likewise, here, the verse "You shall erase the memory of
Amalek" (Deuteronomy 25:19) can also be understood as
related to striking and beating at the mention of Amalek.

The Rav, of blessed memory, told a story:

Once, a certain minister in Istanbul, who was of Amalekite
descent, decreed that Haman should not be beaten.

He stationed Ishmaelite guards at every synagogue.

An elderly man entered a synagogue and struck Haman.

No matter how much the Jews pleaded with him not to strike, for

they were in grave danger because of this, he did not listen to
them at all and did as he wished, striking Haman.

The Ishmaelite guards attempted to enter the synagogue, but they

were unable to enter through the doorway.

A great commotion erupted in the city until the matter reached
the Sultan.

When the Sultan heard what had happened, he ordered that the
minister be hanged in front of the synagogue.

And so it was done.

It is assumed that the elderly man was none other than Elijah the
Prophet, of blessed memory.
[NOTE Summary
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Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz explained that every rabbinic mitzvah has its root in the Torah. When a word in the
Torah contains two possible meanings, the Sages enacted practices that reflect both interpretations. For
instance, the command “And he shall wave the omer” (Leviticus 23:11) can be understood both as lifting and as
sifting, hence the omer was waved through thirteen sieves (Menachot 66b). Similarly, “Yom Kippur” can be
understood not only as a “Day of Atonement” but also as relating to dances, reflected in the custom of young
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women dancing in vineyards (Taanit 26b). In the same way, the verse “You shall erase the memory of Amalek”
(Deuteronomy 25:19) is fulfilled not only spiritually but also physically, by striking and beating Haman at

his mention during the Megillah reading.

Practical Takeaway

The mitzvos of our Sages are not arbitrary additions but reflect hidden depths within the Torah itself. Striking
Haman is not merely a custom—it connects us to the command of erasing Amalek and embodies the eternal
struggle against forces of evil. By engaging with even these “minor” rabbinic practices, we align ourselves with
the will of God embedded in the Torah, and participate in the cosmic battle of light over darkness.

Chassidic Story

Rabbi Pinchas related that once in Istanbul, a minister descended from Amalek decreed that Haman should not
be beaten during Purim. He stationed Ishmaelite guards at the synagogues to enforce this. Yet an elderly man
entered one synagogue and defiantly struck Haman. Though the Jews begged him to refrain for fear of danger,
he persisted. The guards tried to enter, but miraculously could not pass through the doorway. The commotion
reached the Sultan, who ordered the Amalekite minister hanged in front of the synagogue. It was later assumed
that the elderly man was none other than Elijah the Prophet, of blessed memory. END NOTE]

Siman #139

A person is obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until he
does not know the difference between "Cursed is Haman" and
"Blessed is Mordechai" (Megillah 7:3).

He, of blessed memory, said that there is an intellect that
mediates between two extremes. A person must always weigh,
with his understanding, whether something belongs to the
aspect of the Other Side (Sitra Achra), which is called Haman
and is cursed—meaning it should not be done—or whether it
belongs to the side of holiness, which is called Mordechai and is
blessed, etc.

And on Purim, one must become intoxicated to the point that
this mediating intellect is removed.

He also said on another occasion that there are two ways in the
service of the Blessed One.

One, according to the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, is to
examine one’s bad traits in order to break them. "Whoever kills
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the serpent is given prayer and attachment" (Tikkunei Zohar
29:3), and this is called the aspect of "Cursed is Haman."

The second way is to constantly contemplate the greatness of
the Creator and strive to attain attachment to Him, in which case
the evil will be nullified on its own. This is called the aspect of
"Blessed is Mordechai."

And for this matter, one needs true discernment—to determine
whether to follow the first path or the second.

For our primary path is the first one, but at times, it is necessary
to adopt the second path.

This is because sometimes, excessive effort and engagement
with a negative trait, even with the intention of overcoming it,
can be harmful.

As is stated in the Ohr HaChaim on the verse "Like the practice
of the land of Egypt" (Vayikra 18:3).

Similarly, the Rav, of blessed memory, said that one must not
immerse oneself excessively in trying to rid oneself of arrogance,
as this can be harmful and similar matters as well.

In such a case, one must reflect and adopt the second path, and
for this, discernment is required.

And on Purim, one must become intoxicated until one no longer
knows how to decide between these two paths, as the intellect is
removed.
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[FOOT NOTE: The explanation is based on the holy words of the Magid of Mezeritch of blessed memory on
the Mishnah (Avot 5:9) "And their opposites in a clod"—that there is a world called "clod" (golem), and it is the
world of wisdom, which is the aspect of the letter Yud (°). This letter is in the aspect of a golem, as it is a small
point from which any letter can be formed. And this is "And their opposites in a clod", meaning that if one
wishes to replace something, he must elevate that thing to the level of "clod," and there, it can be transformed.

So ends his holy words.

To understand this well, it appears that anything that has a defined form cannot take on another form unless its
initial form is nullified. At that point, it returns to the state of a golem, without any defined shape or form, and

then it can be fashioned into whatever shape is desired.

This concept is observable in reality: when one wishes to remake a silver vessel into a different shape, he must
first melt it down. Similarly, in the higher worlds, when something is elevated to the world of Chochmah
(wisdom), which is called "golem," it can then be reshaped into something new. This is the meaning of "And

their opposites in a clod", as mentioned.
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This is also the secret of confession (vidui). A sin that a person commits creates an accuser (prosecutor) through
the combination of letters corresponding to the nature of the sin, as the Sages taught (Avot 4:13): "One who
commits a transgression acquires for himself an accuser."

When a person wishes to nullify the form and imprint of that sin, he must bring it to mind and say: "I have
sinned with such and such a sin." However, this must be accompanied by genuine remorse and complete
repentance from the depths of the heart—not just with words of the lips. Through this process, he elevates the
imprint of the sin to the world of the intellect (mdach) and wisdom (Chochmah), where it becomes like a
golem. At that point, the letters of the sin are sweetened and dissolved on their own.

Based on this, we can somewhat explain the matter of Purim. The Sages said (Megillah 7b), "A person is
obligated to become intoxicated on Purim until he does not know... between 'Cursed is Haman' and 'Blessed is
Mordechai." This is a great wonder, for we do not find anywhere in the holy Torah that excessive drinking of
wine results in anything good—especially to drink so much that one nearly loses his consciousness and
intellect, Heaven forbid. What good can come from this?

However, it is written (Esther 5:4), "Let the king and Haman come to the banquet." The explanation is as
follows: Esther achieved at her banquet what the High Priest accomplished on Yom Kippur when he took two
goats that had to be identical in appearance, height, and acquisition. He would cast lots over them—one for
Hashem and one for Azazel—in order to nullify reason, so to speak, by elevating Samael (the Accuser) and
placing him, as it were, on an equal level with the Creator, blessed be His name. Then, the High Priest would
confess on behalf of all Israel, elevating the letters of their sins to the world of wisdom, which is in a state of
golem, as explained above.

Out of His great love for Israel, Hashem is pleased with this process, even forgoing His own honor, so that the
Accuser enters a state of golem—a realm where opposites are equal, for wisdom is bound to Ayin
(Nothingness), as it is written (Job 28:12), "And wisdom—where shall it be found?" In this state of Ayin,
opposites can be transformed into one another. This is the secret of the verse (Proverbs 25:21), "If your enemy
is hungry, give him bread to eat, for you are heaping coals upon his head."

Esther followed this very same concept when she said, "Let the king and Haman come", placing Haman on
equal footing with the king. Through this, she broke the power and strength of the wicked Haman. This also
explains why this feast is referred to by the name of wine, rather than bread or any other food. As long as
Haman’s greatness was firmly established in the king’s mind, nothing could be done to him—because reason
(da’at) determines judgment. Therefore, Esther specifically made a wine banquet, so that everything would rise
above reason, entering the realm of the golem, where she could transform things as she wished. This led to the
reversal, "from mourning to joy.” Now, Esther already nullified Haman’s power, but it remains upon us to
destroy the power and strength of Haman the wicked, meaning the seed of Amalek that is hidden within every
Jew’s heart, both individually and collectively. Each of us, as part of Hashem’s people, must nullify and uproot
the evil within ourselves.

This is why we too must rise above reason, so that we can completely nullify the evil inclination. The Sages
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alluded to this beautifully when they said, "A person is obligated... until he does not know"—meaning that he
must transcend da’at (intellect) and reach the level of the world of the golem, where there is no distinction
between 'Cursed is Haman' and 'Blessed is Mordechai,' for in that realm, opposites are equal. Only then can one
fully nullify the evil within him.

Our sages of blessed memory spoke well when they said that Purim is like Yom Kippur. See also "Kedushat
Yom Tov" (Sighet), first discourse on Parashat Shekalim. END FN]

[NOTE Summary

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz explained the deeper meaning of the Talmudic statement that on Purim one must
become intoxicated until he cannot distinguish between “Cursed is Haman™ and “Blessed is Mordechai”
(Megillah 7b). Normally, a person must employ discernment—using intellect to weigh whether something
belongs to the side of evil (the Sitra Achra, “Haman”) or to the side of holiness (“Mordechai”). This mediating
intellect guides a Jew in choosing good and rejecting evil. Yet on Purim, through joy and holy intoxication, this
intellect is suspended, lifting a person beyond the need for weighing and measuring.

He further taught that there are two paths in serving Hashem. The first is to directly confront and break one’s
negative traits—this is the aspect of “Cursed is Haman.” The second is to focus on the greatness of the Creator
and deepen attachment to Him until evil falls away on its own—this is the aspect of “Blessed is Mordechai.”
The main path in life is the first, but at times the second is necessary, especially when grappling too much with
one’s faults could itself become spiritually harmful. At such moments, discernment is required to know when to
shift paths. On Purim, however, one rises above this discernment entirely, entering a state where both paths are
transcended in pure joy.

Practical Takeaway

Life demands constant discernment: when to confront negativity directly, and when to focus instead on God’s
greatness and let evil dissolve on its own. Both paths are true, but wisdom lies in knowing when each is needed.
Purim gives us a gift beyond these calculations: a day when joy and holy intoxication lift us higher than both
paths, allowing us to connect to Hashem beyond the limits of intellect.

Chassidic Story

Rabbi Pinchas of Koretz once remarked that some Chassidim make the mistake of spending all their energy
analyzing their flaws, until their very effort becomes a trap of the Sitra Achra. He warned them gently: “Even
humility can become arrogance if one becomes proud of how broken he is.” Instead, he urged them to
sometimes turn their gaze fully toward God’s greatness, saying: “There are moments when the only cure is to
forget Haman entirely, and remember only Mordechai.” On Purim, he would rejoice with his students until their
worries fell away, embodying this teaching in lived joy. (Source: Imrei Pinchas HaShalem) END NOTE]
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Siman #140

The reason why there is no liturgical poem (piyut) in Purim
during the blessing of "Et Tzemach."

I heard from the Rav of Apt, of blessed memory.
And afterward, the Rav, Rabbi Yisrael ben Tzvi Sikliar, came
from the Holy Land and told us that this was said to Rabbi

Binyamin Ze’ev, of blessed memory, in the name of the Rav, of
blessed memory.

And that Rabbi David, his son, said that he remembered this
from long ago in the name of the Rav, of blessed memory.

For Purim is the day of King Saul, in which the damage he
caused was rectified through the war against Agag.

Therefore, we do not mention David, for one kingdom does not
overlap with another.

And so, on Hoshana Rabbah, which is the day of King David,
we do not mention the merit of Saul in the Hoshanot.

Even though on that day we mention even Noach and even
Gideon, etc. Understand this well.

[NOTE: The Connection Between Purim and King Saul

A% R N2722 227192 VD PRY oYL,

5"7 XUOR 'PT 2777 NYAW,

PIR? R°HPOD 22X 12 PRIW° 227 277 K2 0"ND
1°1°12 5277 A7 927 MKW 19 190 AR
5"1 2777 owa 71 anT,

QW32 7257 77 97 AW 112 TIT 020 IR
5" 297,

77 PN 12w ,TPNT IRY DW O R 2019 0D
AR NAnen oY SRopw.

Ny M%7 PR 03,7172 1277 PR 790
7noana.

TR L7917 717 S0 2P RIW 720 KIWWIT2 197
SIRW NIDT MIVYIT I,

191 I3 127DRY 111 120K 70T aWw A
T2m.

The teaching states that Purim is a day associated with King Saul because the events of Purim, particularly the
downfall of Haman, represent a correction of Saul’s failure in his war against Amalek.

e Saul’s Failure (1 Samuel 15): Hashem commanded Saul to destroy Amalek entirely, including King
Agag. However, Saul showed mercy and allowed Agag to live, which ultimately led to the continuation

of Amalek’s lineage.

e Mordechai’s Victory: Mordechai, who was a descendant of Saul (from the tribe of Benjamin),
ultimately corrected Saul’s mistake by bringing about the downfall of Haman, who was a descendant of

Agag.

e Rectification of a Spiritual Flaw: The events of Purim symbolize a Tikkun (rectification) for Saul's
actions—what he failed to complete was finished through his descendant, Mordechai.

Because Purim is seen as the “day of Saul,” the liturgy does not include mention of King David in the blessing

"Et Tzemach", which speaks of the Davidic Messiah.
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2. The Principle of "One Kingdom Does Not Overlap Another"

This idea comes from a well-known principle in Jewish thought:
"1 K712 12°OR IN12MA NV M9N PR
"One kingdom does not infringe upon another even by the breadth of a hair" (Yoma 38b).

e Just as a king's rule is divinely designated for a specific time, the reign of one dynasty should not
overlap or interfere with another.

e Since Purim is a time that spiritually belongs to Saul, it would not be appropriate to mention David’s
kingship.

e Similarly, Hoshana Rabbah belongs to David, so we do not invoke Saul’s merit in the prayers of that
day, even though on Hoshana Rabbah we recall the merits of figures such as Noach and Gideon.

This demonstrates the precision with which the sages structured Jewish prayers and holidays, ensuring that
each historical figure and theme is emphasized at its proper time.

3. Deeper Kabbalistic Meaning — The Concept of Tzimtzum (Contraction)
Kabbalah often speaks of spiritual energies and how different forces dominate at different times.

e David and Saul represent two distinct spiritual energies:
o Saul represents the power of submission and erasure—he was chosen by Hashem to eliminate
Amalek, yet he failed.
o David represents the eternal kingship of holiness that leads to Mashiach.
e Purim is about erasing Amalek—hence, it aligns more with Saul’s role.
e Messianic redemption (the theme of “Et Tzemach”) belongs to David—so it is omitted on Purim.

The notion that "one kingdom does not overlap another" reflects a spiritual Tzimtzum, where each force has its
designated time and space in history.

4. What This Means for Us Today
This insight provides a powerful lesson in the right timing for everything.

e FEach person has a unique role: Just as Saul had his role and David had his, we each have times when
we must take action and times when we must step back.

e There are moments for battle and moments for building: Purim, a day of overcoming evil, belongs to
Saul’s legacy. Messianic redemption, a time of ultimate peace, belongs to David’s lineage.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

12


https://www.chassidusnow.com/

7''o2

Reb Pinchas of Koretz

Imrie Pinchas
Purim

e Redemption is a process: Before the final redemption through Mashiach ben David, we must first
complete the unfinished tasks of the past. Purim, in a sense, is part of that process.

Conclusion

This teaching highlights the deep precision of Jewish tradition, where every name, event, and time has its
designated role. Purim is not just about celebrating; it is about recognizing the completion of unfinished
history, particularly Saul’s rectification through Mordechai. By understanding this, we can see Purim not just
as a historical event but as a spiritual rectification in the process of redemption, leading ultimately to the

coming of Mashiach. END NOTE]

Siman #270

Theme: Smallness proceeds Greatness

Another reason: for in all cases, smallness (katnut) precedes
greatness (gadlut).

This is the way of learning wisdom: first, one is taught the
letters, then the combination of words, then the meaning, then
the Talmud, and finally Kabbalah—just as the worlds of Atzilut,
Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah ascend from below to above.

And on every festival, there is an aspect of smallness before
greatness.

For example, on the eve of Pesach, the firstborn fast, and fasting
is an aspect of smallness. See the writings (Shaar Lusk 7:3).

Before Sukkot, there is Yom Kippur; before Purim, there is the
Fast of Esther.

However, on the festival of Shavuot, there is no preceding
smallness.

Therefore, we eat dairy foods, which correspond to the aspect of
smallness, and afterward, we eat meat.

Siman #383

According to the principle that smallness (katnut) comes first,
followed by greatness (gadlut).
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Therefore, animals do not have greatness like humans, who first
experience smallness and then greatness, etc.

The exile of Egypt was in order to receive the greatness of the
Torah.

Before every festival, there is a stage of smallness.

On the eve of Pesach, the firstborn fast; before Shavuot, there is
the counting of the Omer; before Rosh Hashanah, there is
"Zachor Berit"; and before Purim, there is the Fast of Esther.

Therefore, the exile is very long before the great light of the
Messiah.

Accordingly, the smallness of this bitter exile is very great.

This is the concept of "shedding one form and assuming
another."

Sometimes, a person experiences illness in order to receive a
greater light.

Siman #405

Before all festivals, there is a stage of smallness (katnut)
preceding greatness (gadlut).

That is, before Rosh Hashanah, one must fast on the eve of
Rosh Hashanah, and similarly before Purim and Pesach.

Therefore, the Messiah is born on the night following Tisha
B'Av (see Likutei Halachot 30, Kol).
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