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For several years, the Torah portions of Vayakhel and
Pekudei are combined,

'TIP9™N'1 NI'YI9 DIY NRdl DR NHY'a
ninann oo,

and in the set order of this year, these portions are read
separately.

TP 70 NFYI9Y KD IT"NIY NV 7
NiT9) Ni'Y19 D).

The explanation of this concept in the service of man:

DTND NTIAY2 YD N

The general purpose of man’s service is, as our Sages
state,

7"7T71'020INXND X' DTRD DTy M99

"l was created to serve my Creator,"

"ip Ny YNy 'mx12) X",

and to influence all aspects of the world to serve their
Creator.

Di NY WYy 07ivn 1Y 72 D3 79",

However, in this service, there are two modes,

09X "2 D)Y! NDIA NT2 AN

which are alluded to in the names of the Torah portions
Vayakhel-Pekudei:

TR9™INR41 Ni'YN9D Ninva 0'TA MM DNI:

7 -

a) "Vayakhel"—revealing in all aspects of the world

D7iv 29y 722 n7any - " (R

the general service (which transcends specifics)

D'0I9N N7YN7Y) N'7790 NTIAYD NX)

of "serving their Creator,"

D NN YNyt

thereby causing unity in all worldly matters,

DYIVD 21V 722 TR 2i9 N1 T Ty,

and certainly among the Jewish people

XY NN2 NN TNNRTYI

through the idea of love and unity among Israel.

2N TN MADNT (YD TV,

b) "Pekudei"—(following the general service that unifies all
details),

NTOXAN N'7790 nTIAvn I0XY) — "9 (2
D'YI9N 72 NN —

it reveals in each specific detalil

0191 LIY 722 N7aR (KN

its unique contribution in its particular role

'07190 19Y2 TRIMD YITNA TIX

of serving its Creator.

ip N wUny'y.

This is the uniqueness of the set order of this year,

iT"MY NIYp7a YITND 107!

in which Parashat Vayakhel is read on its own in one week,

iNYY~™192 Y1awa 70 NYI9 D'XRIRY
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and Parashat Pekudei is read separately in another week.

iNYY92 YW P9 NYI9I -

This emphasizes the completeness of the service of
Vayakhel by itself—

MPT NTIAYA NINYY MYY UaT- NTY
ANYY™91 —

revealing the general unity within creation and within the
Jewish people,

XM N'7'790 NITNRD NX D720y
XY,

so that there is no need to wait until the specific service of
Pekudei is revealed in every detail.

NX V19 722 N7ANY TY NidNT INI'X D7)
"HP9T NTIAYN

This concept of unity can be connected to Parashat
Shekalim, which is read today.

D97 Y19 DY (MMTRRD [Y) DT W7 U
Di'D D'KIIPY:

It is well known that there is a question regarding the verse:
"Twenty gerah is the shekel, half a shekel as a donation to
Hashem."

770 N2 DYYY 2NIYNNA NIRYD DT
N7 NN 7win nxnn',

Seemingly, it should have stated to give ten gerah. Why
does the verse emphasize that one must specifically give
half of twenty gerah?

;N2 Y N7 U1 MY 27NN NI
N'Y0N K2IT [A7 XY 2NID YT YT
N2 DUYn?

The explanation is that the half-shekel represents the
service of unity among the Jewish people.

NTIAYN 7Y Nin 7¥n n'Ynn 72 Nani
7XIY! NITNXT.

This is why the Torah emphasizes that when a Jew is by
himself, he is only a half,

INYY~1192 KYNI TN WWKIY D'WATD D7)
X0 72 X1~

and in order to become a "holy shekel," he must unite with
another Jew, and ultimately, with all Jews.

TN DY TORNNY 1Y ,WTE0 7Y NinYg 12
TNXI TOX™72 DY TNXRNNT TYI Y
7x1Y! AN,

This is the fulfillment of the mitzvah "You shall love your
fellow as yourself,"

QiND U7 PADKIT NIYAD D' 10T,

where "your fellow" refers not only to one who is close to
him, but even to a Jew who is distant.

178 27 K¥NIY TN! P N7 RID QYD) U9y
727 'IX{72 KXY TN 179K NN

The reason for this, as explained in Tanya by the Alter
Rebbe, is that every Jew is "a literal part of G-d above."

,N'APA |70 1"iINTX 2N2Y in X' D77 N20DI
AZI7X 770 KD RN TNX TNX 79y
Jnn 2ynn.

Just as when one grasps a part of an essence, he grasps
the entire essence,

09iR NAX INY{PNY 09IR NAKYI DYYN "I
1702,

So too, all Jews are one entity.

MNOX NIR'YND DD 78191702 72 0 |2 DX
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Even when there is an undesirable matter in a fellow Jew,

M7 Y NAN 7¥X 779 Uy nnjna 179K1
"|X-1,

the most effective way to correct it is by influencing him with
kindness and peace.

TIT7Y NN DINT FV9Y7 07! DD N
Di'7¢ T DY DT 17V V'9YUnRY.

Before bringing unity (Vayakhel) into the world and among
the Jewish people, one must first create unity (Vayakhel)
between himself and his Creator.

DYiva (70i1) MTNXD DX 7Y97 TR NNl
(70i7:1) MTNRD DY 7'DNDY WL — 7KW
i2i 27 2.

This is also one of the explanations of the verse: "Twenty
gerah is the shekel, half a shekel as a donation to
Hashem"—

A D")'E:A_; l-lﬂgk{_J' NN DYYIRANN TAX DA 1NT]
N7 Npnn YpYn nynn e -

that every Jew is completely united with Hashem, to the
extent that they are literally one.

DY TOXN 7XYan TN TNXT79Y
AN TN DNY TYI N'7N2 KMNTN27YITRD.

Therefore, each Jew is only half, and Hashem (so to speak)
is the other half.

YN P RID 7RI TRK TRXTD 27
YD '¥N (7i2427) KD KINTYN2YITRAL

Hashem, who manifests through the ten Sefirot, is like ten
gerah,

MiN'90 TYYA WMV — XN~N2"YiTEn 271
NI2 WY ind RIN —,

and each Jew, who possesses ten soul faculties, is also ten.

Min3 Tyyn 2190 - WY TR TR
NWY NXIN — ¥9ID,

Only through their unification do they become "twenty
gerah"—the holy shekel.

- "N DMWYY7 D'WYI TR DTHNR TV R
WTED 7Y

The first thing a Jew does upon awakening is to say "Modeh
Ani,"

TN DYV "TINY (UKD 12T VD VR
X NTIN" JNIX iNJYn Nivawd",

which expresses his complete unity with Hashem.

NINTYIN2TYITED OY iNITOXRNDN 7Y Nin N7y
n'7on3,

This is a general service that transcends the specific tasks
of the day,

0190 NPYNH 1197 KINY 192 N7 NTIAY N7
Di'D YT NITIAY,

similar to the general unity of Vayakhel mentioned above.

(7'v7712122 70T N0 nTiayn NTW).

This also explains why "Modeh Ani" begins with gratitude
rather than "l am before You."

,"2'197 "X NTin" NVINA T DA INT)
0197 "X N71 ,NNTIND 1Y DY 7oy’

Since a Jew’s unity with Hashem is absolute, this is
self-evident and does not need emphasis.

TOXN 7R3N TNXE TNXT72Y NTT 19N
N0 KINTHN2TYITRD DY ("71797 1K) n'7ona

VI1Y9N N2T DT,
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Therefore, the focus is placed on man’s action—his
gratitude to Hashem.

71 YT 'Nnn 271, NNT Y7 YN
NTin" — i%Y nTiayn ny".

Additionally, "upon awakening" includes what Rambam
describes as awakening from worldly distractions.

D2 773 — iMn 1ivavd Ty ,9'0inY v
-X7) "InTd 7202 .01 D"anTn Anwtn
D)'7Y7N71 117Y).

One must awaken from this too, recognizing that he is truly
one with Hashem’s essence,

NTIQYD N7 LIT NIYN DA 1Y NI IYY
M4NN1 NINXY DY "wnn TN RINY YT R0,

since he is literally "a portion of G-d above."

Wnn 72ynn A7y PN M0 Y.

All the above is emphasized even more when we see in
recent years how the "Vayakhel" is happening in a literal
sense—the ingathering of the exiles of the Jewish people
from all over the world, as they ascend to the Holy Land.

D'XINY? DTN NYATDR 7'W7 1270 72
M10Y9a "7n7l"n NYYIY 'K NIINDXRD D1IY2
D'7ivy ,0%ivn 1 TXYITIAT Nita g —
WTRYINY.

This aliyah is incomparable to those of previous generations.

DY9 1'0Y Ni7YN7 Y7 'RR KD DU
N77197¢ NiNiTa.

[It is noteworthy that our Rebbes, the Nesi'im, did not reside
in the Holy Land, nor even visit it. Even the journey of my
father-in-law, the Rebbe, was due to his being prevented
from visiting the graves of his ancestors in Rostov,
Lubavitch, and similar places.]

[UTP0 Y IR 1) K7 1K) ' DY W'
in NYTR~Tia? NY'03 DA ,11P2R N7 179KI
Ni727 1290 VINaY 1910 AN 2'inTR Nl
NTATRYI'I WY'INAI'YYI ,2I00NI2 NIAX™ 73]

Especially as we stand in a year whose acronym is "May it
be a year of wonders in everything, from everything, with
everything."

NN N7 NIAN 'WKIDY MY2R TV TN
75 7on 792 NiNg91 My xnn™

The practical lesson from Parashat Shekalim is to increase
in giving tzedakah.

'y 10'7)7¢ NY19N 7y92 niyynY nx1inn
N7 T¥N NI'NIA 9'0inY,

In tzedakah, there are various levels: ma'aser (tithing),
chomesh (one-fifth), and "all that a man has, he shall give
for his soul."

22" ,WUnn AYyn N7 NR2 YU apTya Nny
iUl YA M W'N7 UK

One should make a firm resolution about this even this
Shabbat and begin implementing it, for example, by giving
food and drink to others.

N72 7'NNnY D21 ,iT DAY Tiv N2 0*7nn'H
NTATRYITD NPYRI 7280 NI T iad.

There is also a lesson in the manner of giving from Parashat
Shekalim:

D779 IYI9N AKTIN NIY! NITIN [9RA DA:

The half-shekel was given for communal sacrifices.

N12Y Ni1ATP 7'ava nnn 7p¥n n'ynn N1y,
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The Alter Rebbe explains the verse "When a man from
among you offers a sacrifice to Hashem"—

'> DTR" 1090 W9 [T INTR N2 YT
N7 [277 Dan A,

that in order for a person to draw close to Hashem, he must
offer "from himself"—qgiving his entire being to Hashem.

"N7 1207 DN"Y NN N7 2PN DTROY "TIY
N7 inIx'yn 79 niay —'.

From this, we learn that giving tzedakah and acts of
kindness must be done with all ten soul faculties.

NI'NIY ,7V92 NWYn7 nx1inn NN N
[9X2 NI'N77NMY D'TON M7'NM NPTYD
iU91 NiNd 1YY 73 N2 0'1DNY,

In addition to the physical act of giving, one should think and
speak about it as well.

NT2T7Y 12T AYin 7y NwYnT qoiay

1D

[Through this, we hasten the Redemption, which will come
immediately.

NIQNY N71KA0 X DT AT TV
TN,

[Then, Hashem will do His righteousness and gather all the
Jewish people—a great congregation—back to the Land.

Y27RY INPZTY DX RINTN27YITRD NYY! X
nan 1Y 7iTa 7" 7w 7"
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