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Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi (1745-1812), known as the Alter Rebbe, founded Chabad Chassidus and
revealed how Divine wisdom descends into creation and how human avodah elevates creation back to its
source. In this maamar that begins with “And I shall return in peace to the house of my father...,” he teaches
that Yaakov’s journey is the essential pattern of descent, refinement, and the final revelation of Divine delight in

the future.

And I shall return in peace to the house of my father, and
Havayah will be for me as Elokim, and this stone that I have
placed as a pillar shall be a house of Elokim, etc. (Bereishit
28:21-22).

And it is necessary to understand the connection of the stone
with the name Havayah, that when Havayah will be as Elokim,
then specifically the stone will be a house of Elokim, etc. One
must also understand that the phrase “this stone” is feminine,
whereas the word “shall be” is masculine.

And to understand all the above, one must preface and explain
what is written earlier about him: “He encountered the place
and he took from the stones of the place and placed them at his
head... and he set it up as a pillar,” etc. (Bereishit 28:11,18).
And one must understand the matter of the stones, what they
are. And also why at first they were many stones, as it is written
“and he took from the stones of the place,” etc.

And Yaakov made from them one stone, etc. However, at the
beginning of the portion it is written “And Yaakov went out
from Be’er Sheva and went to Charan” (Bereishit 28:10). The
meaning is that Yaakov is the level of the yud of the heel, which
is the drawing down of supernal Chochmah, which is the level
of the yud descending downward, even into the level of the
heels.

And this is the meaning of “And Yaakov went out from Be’er
Sheva and went to Charan,” that the level of Yaakov is the one
who draws from the level of Be’er Sheva, which is exceedingly
high, where “He and His life-forces are one, and He and His
organs are one,” until the chain-descent downward into the
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lowest level, which is the level of Charan, as will be explained
later with the help of Heaven.

And as it is written, “He commanded salvations to Yaakov”
(Tehillim 20:7). “Salvations” refers to three hundred and seventy
supernal lights, and the level of Yaakov connects and draws them
downward also into the level of the heels.

And also “yeshuot” is from the expression “sha‘ah,” as it is
written “And Havayah gazed (vayisha) toward Hevel...”
(Bereishit 4:4), which means the descent and drawing down of
His blessed light downward, etc.

However, through the chain-descent of the light of Havayah in so
many great contractions, until it also comes downward into the
level of Charan, the world becomes a realm of complete
separation, as it is written “And a river goes out from Eden” —
which is the level of supernal Chochmah — “to water the
garden,” etc. (Bereishit 2:10).

And from there it separates, for when it is drawn from there
through many chain-descents and many contractions, there arise
levels that are utterly separate. And Yaakov, peace be upon him,
desired to elevate them upward, that even below there should be
a level of unity and complete nullification, exactly as it is above,
where “His life-forces and His organs are one,” etc.

And therefore it is stated, “And he took from the stones of the
place,” etc. (Bereishit 28:11). For behold, it is known that stones
are called letters, as is written in Sefer Yetzirah: “Two stones
build two houses; three stones build six houses,” etc. For just as
from many stones one house is made in which one can dwell, so
too from many letters are made words in which the intellect
becomes enclothed.

And just as the stones are in the level of domem, the lowest level
of all four elements — mineral, vegetable, animal, and human —
so too the letters, relative to the intellect enclothed within them,
are utterly in the level of domem, for they have no relation to the
intellect at all. From all the above it is understood that stones are
called letters, and so it is Above.
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For behold, it is written, “By the word of Havayah the heavens
were made,” etc. (Tehillim 33:6). And as it is written, “Your
kingship 1s a kingship over all worlds” (Tehillim 145:13). This
means that the vitality of all worlds — which are worlds without
end, as it is written “Is there a number to His troops?” (Iyov
25:3) — nevertheless, their source and root of life is only from
the level of His kingship, which is the level of “the word of
Havayah,” which brings them into being from nothing into
something continuously.

For being that they are created in a manner of “above has a
boundary,” as their comprehension is limited, and “from the
earth to the firmament is a journey of five hundred years,” etc.,
therefore they are not at all in any relation to the light of
Havayah, which is in the aspect of Ein Sof and is revealed in the
upper worlds.

And therefore they can receive their vitality only from the level
of “the word of Havayah,” which are the letters through which
the heavens and earth were created, which are in the level of
domem relative to the infinite light of the Blessed Ein Sof.

And as it is written “Kadosh Havayah Tzeva’ot” (Yeshayahu
6:3), and as our sages said: “An os (letter) is in His hosts,” and
even though they are a thousand thousands, as it is written “A
thousand thousands serve Him and ten thousand times ten
thousand stand before Him” (Daniel 7:10), and as it is written “Is
there a number to His troops?” (Iyov 25:3), nevertheless, since
they are limited beings, their vitality is only from one single
letter, which is utterly like domem relative to the name Havayah,
which is in the aspect of Ein Sof, as stated above.

And behold, the chain-descent of all the worlds in myriads upon
myriads of levels depends entirely upon the manner of the
combinations of the letters that are in the aspect of “the word of
Havayah,” in order to bring into being particular created beings,
limited and separate, etc. And Yaakov, peace be upon him,
desired to elevate them upward. Therefore, “And he took from
the stones of the place,” for they are the many letters, and he
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made from them one stone, which is the letter yud. And this is
“and he placed them at his head,” etc.

For just as below in man there is intellect and emotions, and the
letters are what clothe the aspect of the intellect and emotions
that are enclothed in them, so too Above there are the levels of
Chabad and the six emotional attributes, except that there Above
“He is wise, but not with a knowable wisdom; He understands,
but not with a knowable understanding; and He is not from all
these attributes,” for there it is in a level of utter unity and
complete nullification.

And as it is written, “Yours, Havayah, is the greatness,” etc.
(Divrei Hayamim 1 29:11), and “His life-forces and His organs
are one,” etc. And the aspect of “the word of Havayah” is the
letters in which Chabad and the emotional attributes, which are
the ten supernal sefirot, are enclothed.

And the level of the letter yud, which is a small point, alludes to
the fact that within it is enclothed the aspect of Chochmah,
which is the level of ayin and utter nullification.

And the letter hei, which is an expansion of length and width,
alludes to its being a garment for the level of Binah, etc. And
similarly with the other letters, in which the levels of the
supernal emotional attributes are enclothed.

And this is that Yaakov made from all the stones one stone,
which is the letter yud, in order to raise them to the level of
supernal Chochmabh.

And afterward, “and he set it up as a pillar,” which is the level of
the letter vav, for he made and drew down from the level of yud
to the level of vav, so that the aspect of supernal Chochmah
should be enclothed below in the level of Torah and mitzvot.

And as is known, the shape of the letter vav has on its head the
point of the yud, and afterward it extends and draws downward;
similarly, “the Torah goes forth from supernal Chochmah” and is
drawn and extends downward into physical matters, etc.
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And this is “and he poured oil upon its head.” The meaning is
that oil is the level of supernal Chochmah, as it is written “oil of
the holy anointing” (Shemot 30:25). For there should be a
revelation of the level of supernal Chochmah itself below in the
aspect of the above-mentioned pillar, which is the aspect of
Torah and mitzvot, which are enclothed below in physical
matters — exchanging an ox for a donkey, etc., valid, invalid,
etc. Nevertheless, within them there shall be a revelation of the
level of supernal Chochmah itself, exactly as it is Above.

And as our sages of blessed memory said: “Just as there it was
with awe and fear, so too here it is with awe and fear.” The
meaning is: just as there — at the time of the giving of the Torah
at Mount Sinai, when they were in awe and fear, for then there
was a revelation in absolute fullness, when they heard from the
mouth of the Essence of the Emanator, “I am Havayah your
God,” etc. (Shemot 20:2) —

so too here — meaning, even though the Torah is enclothed
below in physical matters, there shall be through this a revelation
of supernal Chochmah itself, just as it was then. And as it is
written, “And I shall place My words in your mouth,” etc.
(Yeshayahu 51:16).

And in order for there to be such a revelation below, Yaakov first
needed to raise them upward to the level of the encompassing
light. And as it is written, “And he raised up a pillar” (Bereishit
28:18), for since “their end is wedged in their beginning,”
therefore “their beginning is wedged in their end,” etc., so that
the highest level can descend and extend downward to the
lowest, as is known.

And this is “And I shall return in peace to the house of my father,
and Havayah will be for me as Elokim” (Bereishit 28:21). All
this will occur through the elevations and the drawdowns, from
below upward and from above downward — which is the aspect
of “and he placed them at his head,” etc., and afterward “he
poured oil upon it,” etc., as explained above.
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For behold, “my father” refers to Yitzchak, as it is written “For
You are our father,” and in the future they will say of Yitzchak:
“For You are our father,” etc. (Yeshayahu 63:16).

And behold, Yitzchak is from the expression “laughter” and
delight, as it is written “G-d has made laughter for me, all who
hear will laugh for me” (Bereishit 21:6). And this is in the future
tense, meaning that the revelation of the supernal delight Above
will be revealed — and this comes through the refining done
below, through subjugation and transformation of darkness to
light, through elevations and drawdowns as above.

And like the delight and laughter below, which come only from
some change or novelty — such as a bird that speaks, which is
not its nature; whereas from a man who speaks, no pleasure is
taken, since speech is his constant way — so too Above.

For behold, the level of Yaakov is “yud of the heel,” meaning the
descent and chain-descent of G-dliness downward, even to the
lowest levels — the heels — which are the utterly separate
worlds and limited beings, etc.

And as it is written, “And Yaakov went out from Be’er Sheva
and went to Charan” (Bereishit 28:10), for he extended
downward through so many contractions to bring into being
limited creations — “worlds of separation,” created beings that
feel themselves as independent existence, called “Charan,” from
the expression “My throat is dried,” etc.

And this means that the G-dly life-force drawn and enclothed
within them — called the level of the throat (the voice), as is
known — is concealed and hidden in them entirely, until they are
“worlds of separation” and complete darkness, as if they are an
independent existence; and then it is called Charan, from the
expression “my throat is dried,” etc. And as it is written, “I was
mute with silence,” etc. (Tehillim 39:3).
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And behold, the ultimate intention in the descent and
chain-descent of the light of Havayah so far downward into a
place of darkness and worlds of separation is in order that there
be subjugation and transformation of darkness to light, etc., to
transform all the evil emotions — the love and fiery passion for
worldly vanities, or anger, etc. — to transform them so they be
only for Havayah alone, and to be in a state of nullifying one’s
will solely to God, and not in a state of being an independent
existence, etc.

And this state is called the level of teshuvah, which is “with
greater strength,” etc. That is, the evil emotions which are in
fiery passion — to transform them and return them to Havayah
alone, as above. (And this is “In the place where baalei teshuvah
stand, perfectly righteous ones cannot stand.” Berachot 34b.)
And through this, a great delight is created Above, and it is from
the subjugation and transformation of darkness to light that
happens below. And this is “Better is one hour of teshuvah,” etc.,
for specifically through teshuvah there is created such a great
delight Above, like the analogy of a bird that speaks, as
mentioned above.

And then from the level of Charan (177) there becomes “Rinah”
(717), as is known regarding chametz and matzah — that the
letter chet of “chametz” becomes the hei, as written in Zohar
Pinchas on “Rebuke the wild beast of the reeds,” etc., and it
becomes the level of matzah. So too from “Charan” there
becomes “Rinah,” as it is written “When the wicked perish, there
is joyous song” (Mishlei 11:10), which is the delight created
Above through subjugation and transformation, as above.

And behold, this level of delight will be revealed specifically in
the future, when “the spirit of impurity I shall remove,” etc.
(Zechariah 13:2), for there will no longer be darkness or
refinement as it is now, with ascents and descents, but as it is
written, “In plowing and harvesting you shall rest” (Shemot
34:21), as explained elsewhere.

7''o2

i IR NPYLRYT N7 1190 19790 I
T2 M7 — TVDT TRYIW TN 0ipn? 19793
.13 RIIID R RIDANK) RDINR 077
2087 0Oy — niv) niTed 92 nR 1977
02977 — 12 0Y27 I% ,071 2277 WD)
11477 2103 NP3 NPT 737 72 PP
12 %Y °392 799 W2 NPMRa X9 ,727 i

NPT ROTY — 7WD NP7 T AP0 DR
— WX™DYI2 19% NIvY NI 07,13 R
WM VY 22,737 22 1PWITR 12977
D3 DR°TX — TR 7WN 27Y2Y aipRa”
779 niona 7.7y 2% oPR.)

NPT RIT) ,TPYR? 2173 YD ARPYI A1 T
N YW RYII? RN RIPINK) RPN
TTOYY NPR? N3 RN NOR Ayw a9
2792 M7yn? MIYAT APYI RP1T APWD N102
712132 N3 TR0 Ti8Y YW W XY —.

T ¥ ¥712) 7,030 — Y10 nenan Ay
LR7 PRV TYnTay nno NIRY — 73m v
NI YR P10 DY 0Ns NYNE T2 INYW N

WY1 0T 0312 0¥ N0 Ny LD TR

2Uin) N3N DOYY a8 N2Y 03 7,
m7yn7 APYIT YN NP0 RITY — (R
12732 RIINN] R)DINNA.

DY TRY LRPIT TNY? 77307 A YD 03 I
NPY — ('2:3 77727) 12 7N IRRET 17
TRy RITY N2 22PN YR Nen2 7Y
YR WM 2INIY 3 KPR NI NP7y
IOR QiPHa WY 13 ,(X72:77H NinY) navn.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

Alter Rebbe
Torah Ohr
Parshas Vayeitzei

28 M2 Oy 2iPw3 o

And the revelation of the light of Havayah will be below in a
state of utter unity and nullification, just as it is Above in the
supernal worlds where “He and His life-forces and His organs
are one,” etc. For now it is from nothing to something; whereas
in the future it will be from something to nothing — in the aspect
of nullification and transformation, etc.

And then the level of the supernal delight will be revealed —
which is in the aspect of Ein Sof — and this is the seventh day,
the day that is entirely Shabbat and rest for everlasting life,
which is the revelation of the supernal delight, as is known, that
results from the refinements below in the six thousand years, etc.
And this is “and I shall return... to the house of my father,”
meaning the return and restoration of the level of Yaakov from
the level of Charan, as above, to the level of Rinah, which is
called “the house of my father,” which is the level of Yitzchak —
the level of the supernal laughter and delight that will be
revealed in the future through the subjugation and transformation
mentioned above.

And this is why in the future they will say specifically about
Yitzchak, “For You are our Father” (Yeshayahu 63:16), because
this is the ultimate intention in the descent and chain-descent of
the worlds — that thereby there will be laughter and delight
Above, as mentioned.

And this is “and I shall return in peace,” etc. For the level of the
delight mentioned above, which will be revealed in the future,
comes specifically through the elevations and drawdowns —
which are the refinements below in the subjugation and
transformation — and this is called the level of “peace.”

For peace unites two opposites, as it is written, “He makes peace
in His heights” (Iyov 25:2), where Mikha’el is the prince of
water and Gavri’el the prince of fire, etc.
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And behold, it is written “Peace, peace, to the distant and to the
near” (Yeshayahu 57:19). These are two levels of peace: peace
from below to above — “to the distant,” who becomes “near,”
meaning the elevation from below upward; and peace from
above to below — the descent and drawing down of G-dliness
below in Torah and mitzvot, as explained above regarding “and
he poured oil,” etc.

And through these two levels of peace — which are the
transformation of darkness to light — the worlds will no longer
be in a state of separation, but in a state of unity and
nullification, as it is Above in the supernal worlds; and then “I
shall return to the house of my father,” meaning that the supernal
delight, in the aspect of Ein Sof, will be revealed, far beyond all
chain-descent.

For regarding His Essence and Being, blessed be He, great and

small are entirely equal, without change, and darkness is as light
(Tehillim 139:12).

And then “Havayah will be for me as Elokim,” etc. For it is
written “For Havayah Elokim is a sun and a shield” (Tehillim
84:12) — just as a shield is a covering for the sun, so the name
Elokim is a covering and concealing over Havayah, to enable
created beings to be limited and separate; whereas Havayabh is
the drawing down of the Divine light below.

And all this is in the realm of chain-descent — higher and lower,
darkness and light. But in the future, when the supernal delight
will be revealed — which transcends chain-descent and
transcends even the names Havayah and Elokim — then what is
now the level of Havayah will then be as Elokim relative to the
supernal delight.

And then “this stone that [ have set as a pillar,” as mentioned
above, “will be a house of Elokim,” meaning it will be a house
and vessel for the level of Elokim of the future — which
corresponds to the level of Havayah of now.
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And “all that You will give me” — this is in the future tense —
meaning all the elevations that will occur in the future, all of
them “I shall surely tithe to You,” in the aspect of ma’aser, as is
known, and this is sufficient for the understanding.

N MO
Behold, Yaakov drew the yud of supernal Chochmah into the
level of the heels, and this is the meaning of Yaakov going out
from Be’er Sheva, the foundation of Imma, to the level of
Charan — in order to elevate the refinements of nogah.
And this 1s what it means that he took “from the stones of the
place,” which are the letters of “the word of Havayah™ as they
are enclothed in the inanimate—vegetative—animal realms; and he
made them into one stone — the level of the yud — which is
“and he placed them at his head.”
And afterward “he set it as a pillar,” meaning the drawing of the
level of vav extended from the yud; and this is the meaning of
“Torah emerges from supernal Chochmah.” And “he poured oil
upon it” so that just as Above is awe and fear, so too here.

2 MR
And through this, “I shall return in peace to the house of my
father” — the level of Yitzchak, “for You are our Father,” which
is the supernal laughter and delight that will be revealed in the
future from these refinements.
And this comes through subjugation and transformation, for
Charan is transformed, and the letter chet becomes hei —
becoming rinah, the level of delight.
And similarly in the Exodus from Egypt, from the “narrowness
of the throat,” like “Charan — my throat was parched,” and
“they embittered our lives,” and when the Exodus occurred it
became matzah, unlike chametz — like the difference between
Charan and rinah.

3 NP
And the revelation of this delight comes through the two levels

of “peace” — “to the distant and to the near.” Then the name
Havayah will be only as Elokim relative to that revelation.
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Therefore, “this stone” — which is the level of the Shechinah,
receiving from the name Havayah — will be “a house of
Elokim,” meaning a vessel for the Elokim-level of the future,
which corresponds to today’s Havayah.

N72RnT MR NIRRT — DRI IARTC 197
92 Y 7,008 N2 i — i awn
TRYY 7i7 Nma X — TNy P08 Nn3Y.

And it may also be said that since in the future they will say to
Yitzchak “For You are our Father,” therefore this level pertains
to the name Elokim; and this is “Elokim has made laughter for

2

me.

[NOTE Summary:

Yaakov’s words, “And I shall return in peace to the house of my father, and Havayah will be for me as Elokim,
and this stone that I placed as a pillar will be a house of Elokim,” contain the entire spiritual structure of
creation and redemption.

ARR 22 PIYY? 1MN° TYRT 102 0T ¥ on
WM — D98 QW T ArN MY 1270V VTN
PR 7 Ny pinge.”

Yaakov represents the yud of supernal Chochmah descending all the way to the lowest realms, the “heels.” His
departure “from Be’er Sheva to Charan” signifies the descent of Divine wisdom into the realm of concealment
and separation. The “stones of the place” signify the individual letters of the Divine creative speech as they
scatter and become enclothed in the inanimate—vegetative—animal realms. Their multiplicity represents
fragmentation.

When Yaakov makes the many stones into “one stone,” he elevates all the scattered sparks and letters back into
the unity of the yud, the point of supernal Chochmah. Placing it “at his head” represents restoring all aspects of
creation beneath Divine wisdom. Setting it as a pillar represents drawing the vav downward — the extension of
Chochmah through Torah into physical halachic actions. Pouring oil on it brings the revelation of Chochmah
into the very lowest material mitzvot, so that Torah below carries the same awe and fear as at Sinai.

Through this elevation and drawing-down, the soul transforms negative emotions and worldly fires into love of
Hashem alone. This transformation is the essence of teshuvah. From these fiery reversed emotions comes a
supernal delight higher than the delight created by the righteous. Charan, a place of dryness and constriction,
becomes rinah, song. Just as the chet of chametz becomes the hei of matzah, concealment becomes expression;
dryness becomes delight.

This supernal delight is symbolized by Yitzchak, whose essence is laughter. Therefore Yaakov’s return “to the
house of my father” is the return of all sparks and all creation to the level of Divine delight. In the future, when
impurity is removed and no more refinements are needed, this delight will be fully revealed. What is now the
name Havayah will then be considered Elokim relative to that infinite revelation. Thus “this stone” — the
Shechinah — becomes the house of Elokim in the future world, receiving a light that today corresponds to
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Havayah. “All that You will give me” refers to all future elevations, all returned upward as maaser, the tenth that
returns to its source.

Practical Takeaway:

Every moment of inner struggle contains scattered “stones,” sparks of Divine speech fallen into confusion,
frustration, or emotional turmoil. When a person redirects passion, anger, desire, or energy toward holiness, they
gather those stones into “one stone.” Every act of restraint or reversal creates supernal delight, more precious
than the service of the perfectly righteous. The path of teshuvah — transforming what is misdirected into what
is holy — awakens the laughter and delight of Yitzchak above and prepares the world for the revelation of
infinite Divine pleasure where darkness itself becomes light.

Chassidic Story

A chassid once came to the Alter Rebbe in deep distress. He said he could not understand how his struggles,
failures, and constant inner battles could possibly have any worth. “If I were righteous,” he said, “I would serve
Hashem with clarity. But instead I live in confusion and Charan-like dryness. What value is there in my
wavering heart?”

The Alter Rebbe looked at him with compassion and told him the story of a cantor he once knew. This cantor
had a magnificent voice, but it was his students who created the true delight of their teacher. When the master
sang, it was expected. But when the students strained, erred, corrected themselves, and finally produced a
heartfelt melody, the teacher felt a joy far deeper than the beauty of the perfect tone. “Because,” said the Alter
Rebbe, “the delight does not come from perfection, but from transformation.”

“So it is with Heaven,” he continued. “The righteous sing perfectly, but they do not produce the delight that
comes from the struggling soul who transforms darkness into light. Your inner battles, when you rise from them,
create a delight in Heaven that the greatest tzaddik cannot reach. That is your worth, and that is your song.”

END NOTE]
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