And likewise in all the upper worlds it is written (Job 15:15):
“Behold, in His holy ones He does not trust, and the heavens
are not pure in His eyes.”

And regarding His angels He places praise (ibid. 4:18).

For the conduct in the upper worlds, and likewise with the
righteous, is according to the Name Elokim, which is the
attribute of judgment (Zohar I 274a).

And this is what is written, “For the One higher than the high
watches,” these are the upper worlds,

and likewise the righteous and the holy ones above, who are
called men of the Name.

“And higher over the earth,” these are the lower worlds and the
collective souls of Israel.

For if the Holy One, blessed be He, would conduct Himself
with them according to the attribute of judgment, they could not
endure.

And therefore the Holy One, blessed be He, conducts Himself
with them according to the attribute of mercy, which is
according to the Name Havayah, blessed be He (Zohar 1 274a).

And this is “and sun over the earth,” for it is known (Zohar I
155a) that the supernal wisdom is called by the name sun,

and likewise it is called the father of mercies, see there; and
likewise the supernal attribute of kindness is called sun,

as it is written, “For a sun and a shield is Hashem Elokim” (see
Taamei HaMitzvot, Parashat Eikev).

As it is written (Psalms 110:4): “You are a priest forever,” for a
priest is the aspect of kindness (Zohar III 145a).

And likewise the Shechinah is also called by the name sun, as it
1s written (Nehemiah 9:6): “And You give life to them all.”

And therefore repentance is specifically in this world and not in
the upper worlds,
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for according to the attribute of judgment repentance is not
effective, only according to the attribute of mercy which is the
Name Havayah, blessed be He.

99 ¢¢

And this is specifically “and sun” “over the earth.”

And just as the Holy One, blessed be He, conducts Himself with
His creations, so must the righteous one who leads the
generation conduct himself with all the creations under his
authority with the attribute of mercy.

for if he would conduct himself with them according to the
attribute of judgment, he would not be able to connect with
them at all, for there is no comparison between them
whatsoever, and his ways are higher than their ways.

and thus they likewise would not be able to connect to him.

Therefore the command came to Moshe our teacher, peace be
upon him: “and sun,” which is the aspect of the attribute of
kindness and mercy,

“you shall command the children of Israel,” which is a term of
attachment and joining together,

meaning that he should lower himself from his exalted level to
connect with the collective of Israel,

and to look upon them with a good eye and with abundant
compassion,

and then they too will be able to connect and attach to him, and
this is “and they shall take to you.”

And just as the command was to Moshe our teacher, peace be
upon him, so must every righteous one and leader of the
generation conduct himself with the lowly people in order to
connect them to him,

for the extension of Moshe is in every generation until six
hundred thousand, etc. (Tikkunei Zohar, Tikkun 69, 112a).

And as we find such a matter in tractate Shabbat (33b) regarding
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and Rabbi Elazar his son, who sat in a
cave twelve years,
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and when they came out of the cave they saw people plowing
and sowing, and they said: they abandon eternal life and engage
in temporal life,

every place upon which they cast their eyes was immediately
burned; a heavenly voice went out and said to them: have you
come out to destroy My world, return to your cave.

They went and sat another twelve months, etc., and after they
came out, wherever Rabbi Elazar would strike, Rabbi Shimon
would heal, etc.

They saw a certain elder who was holding two bundles of myrtle
and running at twilight; they said to him, etc., is not one enough
for you, and he said: one corresponding to “Remember” and one
corresponding to “Guard.”

He said to his son: see how beloved the commandments are to
Israel; his mind was settled with him.

It follows that the righteous one of the generation must conduct
himself with the attribute of mercy.

“Pure olive oil.” For it is known that above there is an aspect of
oil and an aspect of wine; oil is the aspect of supernal awe
(Zohar III 175b), awe of shame, which is the ultimate
nullification,

and wine is the comprehension and understanding of the
greatness of the Creator, blessed be He (ibid. III 126b), each one
according to his level and measure.

And the main thing is to reach the aspect of oil, as the verse says
(Ecclesiastes 9:8): “At all times let your garments be white,”
“your garments” are thought, speech, and action that should be
in Torah and commandments and good deeds,

but the main thing is “and oil upon your head shall not be
lacking” (ibid.), which is the ultimate nullification and the
ultimate knowledge that we do not know (see Bechinot Olam
43:5).

However, in every man of Israel there are two aspects: an aspect
of oil of holiness and an aspect of oil of the husk, which is
external wisdom of the vanities of this world,
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and every intermediate person has in him a mixture of good and
evil, but the righteous one of the generation, the true sage, can
separate the good from the evil,

as it is written in the Zohar (III 259b): through wisdom they are
refined.

And this is “and they shall take to you pure olive oil,” through
attachment to the true righteous one he can refine the aspect of
oil within him, that it be pure and clean without mixture of evil.
“Crushed for the light, to raise a continual lamp.” “Crushed” is
the aspect of crushing, that he should have a broken and contrite
heart,

and a second aspect is as the verse says (Deuteronomy 33:3):
“and they are gathered at Your feet,” as our Sages said (Bava
Batra 8a) about the scholars who wear out their feet to hear the
words of the living God,

and in this time they are those who cleave to the righteous one of
the generation and crush themselves, and through this they will
merit to the aspect of raising a continual lamp,

as it is written (Proverbs 20:27): “The lamp of Hashem is the
soul of man,” to elevate the soul to its source and root of all
worlds called continual,

as it is written (Malachi 3:6): “I Hashem have not changed,” and
enough said. Blessed is Hashem forever, Amen and Amen.

[NOTE Summary:
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Rabbi Yisroel of Ruzhin teaches that leadership in holiness is modeled after the Divine conduct itself. Just as
the Holy One, blessed be He, sustains the lower worlds through the attribute of mercy and not strict judgment,
so too Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded: “71¥n 7pX)” — you shall bind and connect the children of Israel. The
word m¥n implies X7 RMX, a joining together. A true leader must descend from his exalted spiritual height and

relate to the people with compassion, a good eye, and patience. Only through mercy can attachment be formed.

Judgment creates distance; mercy creates connection.

This is illustrated by Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and his son. When they emerged from the cave and saw ordinary
Jews engaged in physical labor, their fiery gaze initially burned what it saw. A Heavenly voice sent them back.
After refinement, Rabbi Shimon healed what his son burned. When they witnessed a simple Jew lovingly
preparing for Shabbos with myrtle branches, Rabbi Shimon declared: “See how beloved the mitzvos are to
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Israel.” The tzaddik must see the inner love, not the external simplicity. Thus, the righteous leader of the
generation must govern through compassion.

The second teaching explains “71 n°1 1w.” Oil represents 87y 787, the highest awe — a state of total humility
and inner nullification. Wine represents intellectual comprehension of Divine greatness. While understanding is
valuable, the ultimate goal is 0il — pure surrender. “0m %% WX 2¥ MY’ means that the crown must be
humility, the knowledge that we ultimately do not know.

Every Jew contains two forms of oil: holy awe and external worldly wisdom. The average person contains
mixture. The true tzaddik can refine the good from the mixture. Through attachment to the righteous one, a
person clarifies his inner oil until it becomes “71,” pure and without admixture.

“9ikn? n°n2” means crushed for illumination. A broken heart and effortful devotion polish the soul. Just as
students wear out their feet to hear words of Torah, so too one must humble and refine oneself. Then the “/17 73
QX MY rises continuously, returning to its unchanging Divine source.

Practical Takeaway:
Leadership begins with mercy. Whether guiding a family, students, or a community, strictness alone cannot
create connection. A leader must lower himself, see the good in others, and awaken their inner love of mitzvos.

On a personal level, intellectual understanding of holiness is not enough. The ultimate refinement is humility.
Through attachment to true guidance, honest self-work, and a softened heart, one’s inner oil becomes clear and
luminous.

Chassidic Story:

It is related that Rabbi Yisroel of Ruzhin once encountered a Jew who appeared externally simple and
materially involved. His attendants viewed the man dismissively. The Ruzhiner Rebbe rebuked them gently and
said: “You see garments. I see a soul that loves Hashem.” He proceeded to treat the man with honor and
warmth. Later it became known that this Jew quietly supported many families and rose before dawn daily to
study Torah.

The Ruzhiner explained that a tzaddik must look at Jews through the lens of compassion and faith in their inner
72 7722, Only then can he truly elevate them. This is “73¥n 7AX)” — binding souls together through mercy and
refined humility. END NOTE]

“And you shall command the children of Israel,” etc. 2993 .("'2,1772) 193] PRIV 732 NN MIXD AN
(Exodus 27:20). In the book of the holy Rabbi of Ruzhin of 29 911 1992% POTX 9T IR WTRT 207
blessed memory it is written in his holy words as follows: nin2 nin wiTRd:
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The righteous one of the generation is the root of all Jews; he
must bind all Jews to the Holy One. Who is the righteous one of
the generation? The one who has more humility, he is the
righteous one of the generation.

Moshe Rabbeinu was humble more than any man (Numbers
12:3); therefore he was the righteous one of the generation.

The Holy One said to Moshe Rabbeinu: “And you shall
command the children of Israel,” in order that “they shall take to
you olive oil,” that they should bring to you mitzvos and good
deeds.

“Pure” — for it must be pure; when a person considers himself
something, it is already not pure.

“Crushed” — a Jew must become crushed; “for the light” — he
should acquire for himself to bring toward the supernal light.

When a Jew becomes crushed, a Jew must contemplate deeply
the great necessity regarding his bad deeds; then he will
automatically become crushed and can become a complete
attribute.

What does it mean a complete attribute? “When a man from
among you brings an offering to Hashem” (Leviticus 1:2) — he
will be able to draw himself close to the Holy One.

For when a person draws himself close to the Holy One, it is
understood: “from among you” — this body cannot be brought
close to the Holy One, only the soul and spirit must be crushed,

“to raise a lamp” — one must elevate the soul and spirit,
“continually,” to the Holy One who is eternal and constant.

“I, Hashem, have not changed” (Malachi 3:6); He has never had
any change.

The righteous one of the generation is the root of all Israel, and
he must attach all Israel to Hashem, blessed be He.

Who is the righteous one of the generation? The one who has
more humility than all; that is the righteous one of the
generation.

Moshe Rabbeinu was the most humble of all men, and therefore
he was the righteous one of the generation.
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And this is what the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moshe
Rabbeinu: “And you shall command the children of Israel” —
you specifically, for you are the righteous one of the generation.
And how? “And they shall take to you olive oil,” that they
should gather to you the mitzvos and good deeds.

“Pure,” that they must be pure; and when a person thinks in his
lowliness about himself, they are already not in the aspect of
pure.

Rather, “crushed for the light” — a Jew must be crushed,
humble, in order that he be able to raise himself to the supernal
light.

And how can he come to the aspect of crushed? When he
contemplates the greatness of the Creator and the evil deeds that
he has done,

then automatically he will come to the aspect of crushed, and
thus it is in his ability to be the complete man.

And what is the complete man? As it is written: “A man who
will bring from among you an offering to Hashem” (Leviticus
1:2),

that he will be able to draw near to Hashem. And how does one
draw near to Hashem? It is written “from among you,” meaning
that he should bring himself.

And behold, the body cannot be brought near to Hashem, blessed
be He; however his soul and spirit must be in the aspect of
crushed,

“to raise a lamp,” in order that he be able to raise the soul and
the spirit,

“continually,” meaning to Hashem who is constant, as it is
written: “I, Hashem, have not changed,” for He has no change
forever.

“Hashem has not changed” (Malachi 3:6); He has never had any
change.

And how does a Jew become “crushed”? He should remind
himself: “Today is the birth of the world; today He will stand in
judgment all the creatures of the worlds” (Musaf prayer of Rosh
Hashanah).
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The Holy One judges all the worlds, the upper worlds and the
lower worlds.

The lower worlds are the world of separation.

The upper worlds are called the souls that come down to this
world and did not yet repair what they needed to repair,

and they must be reincarnated in creations, and in this there is a
very strong judgment that must be.

“Crushed” —
spirit,”

29 ¢¢

“to raise” — one should elevate “lamp,” “soul and

“continually,” that they should remain continually in such
constancy.

Then it will be “And you who cleave to Hashem your God are
all alive today” (Deuteronomy 4:4),

and one will attach oneself well to the true life.

May the Holy One help that all Jews merit to attach themselves
well to the true life, Amen. End of his holy words.

Another way to explain the aspect of “crushed” is that a person
should remember: “Today is the birth of the world; today He will
stand in judgment all creatures of the world.”

For Hashem judges all the worlds, the upper worlds and the
lower worlds.

The lower worlds are the world of separation.

The upper worlds are the souls that descend to this world and
have not yet repaired what they needed to repair,

and then they must be reincarnated in creations, and from this
there is a strong aspect of judgment.

And he must be as water in order “to raise,” that he have the
ability to raise the “lamp,” the aspect of his soul and spirit,

“continually,” that they remain forever and be refined and bent
and returned to their place.

And thus they will also merit the aspect of “And you who cleave
to Hashem your God are all alive today,”
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that they will be able to cleave to the true life. May Hashem help
that all Israel merit to cleave to the true life, Amen.

Translation from the House of the Rabbis (Inyanim, p. 126). 17OP MY ,0°1°3Y) 1127 727 RIN).

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Yisroel of Ruzhin explains that the tzaddik of the generation is the root of all Israel. His task is not
merely to inspire, but to bind every Jewish soul to the Holy One. Who qualifies as the tzaddik of the
generation? The one with the greatest humility. True spiritual authority flows from mmy.

Moshe Rabbeinu embodied this. Because he was “07%7 221 19,” he was chosen as the tzaddik ha’dor.
Therefore Hashem said specifically to him, “79¥n 7aX1” — you, precisely you, for you are the root. m¥n implies
Xnny, attachment. The tzaddik must gather the mitzvos and good deeds of Israel, elevating them upward.

But those deeds must be “71.” If a person feels self-importance in his avodah, the purity is compromised.
Spiritual refinement begins when ego dissolves. Hence “1ixn? n°n3.” A Jew must become broken in humility,
not in despair but in softened self-awareness. When one contemplates the greatness of the Creator and contrasts
it with his own shortcomings, he becomes n°n> naturally. From that brokenness comes illumination.

The Ruzhiner adds that this humility enables a person to become “07%7 078.” As the verse states, “2?° °3 OTX
2,X RIP™) a2 127 02n). The offering must be “037»” — from oneself. The physical body cannot be sacrificed to
Hashem, but the w91 and M can be refined and elevated. “23 ni2y3%” alludes to M1 wo'1. Through humility they
rise “7nn,” attaching to Hashem Who is eternal, as it says 1,3 *2871) ™01 X2 77 °I8). He does not change;
therefore true attachment must be constant.

The Ruzhiner further teaches that remembering “0°n73y *1%? 92 vaYR2 TRy’ ...0%Y N7 01°3” humbles a person.
Hashem judges both upper and lower worlds. The lower world is a world of separation. The upper worlds
include souls who descend and must rectify what was unfinished. The awareness of 77 awakens seriousness and
humility. From this awareness one becomes n°n2 in a healthy way, elevating the inner lamp continually until one
fulfills “7,7 ©727) “0¥*7 0392 00 0F2R 12 DR277 0OXY).

Thus humility leads to attachment; attachment leads to life.

Practical Takeaway:

Spiritual growth begins with humility, not achievement. When performing mitzvos, one must examine whether
ego has mixed into the oil. If so, refinement is needed. Regular contemplation of Divine greatness and personal
accountability softens the heart and produces authentic humility.
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Attachment to true life requires constancy. One must strive for “7°nn” — consistent connection to Hashem
through refinement of w1 and M. Through humility and steady devotion, a person binds himself to the
unchanging Divine source of life.

Chassidic Story:

It is related that Rabbi Yisroel of Ruzhin once told his followers that the true measure of greatness is not visible
brilliance but hidden humility. A wealthy and respected man once visited the Rebbe and expected special honor.
Instead, the Ruzhiner seated him among simple Jews and showed equal warmth to all.

Later, when asked about this, the Rebbe explained: “If a man seeks honor, he has not yet become n°n3. When oil
is pure, it does not proclaim itself.” He then quoted, “07 2% WK1 2y 1%1.” The oil must remain, but it must
remain pure.

Through humility, the soul becomes luminous. Through attachment, it becomes alive. END NOTE]
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