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Siman #147

Parashas Parah is for us in place of the sprinkling of the
ashes of the Parah, purifying the impure and rendering the
pure impure. And it is stated in the book of the Rav of
Polna'ah (Toldos Yaakov Yosef, beginning of Parshas
Sachs) that this alludes to the attribute of arrogance, etc.,
see there. Therefore, a person must, before reading this
Parashah, humble himself and recognize that he is impure,
and then it purifies him.
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Siman #148

Shabbos Parashas Parah 5582 (1822)
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\When a person contemplates repentance and merits that a
path is carved for him from Above, then he feels within
himself many sins, even for an improper thought, whereas at
another time, etc.
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And this is what people say about one person: "He is a
refined person," and about another person: "He is coarse."
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The explanation: Just as a slaughterer and examiner is a
refined person and has a good sense of detection, feeling
even the slightest defect, but when he is thick and coarse,
he does not sense it, so too in the service of Hashem, one
who is refined feels even subtle matters, etc.
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(From the holy Rabbi Raphael, of blessed memory).

[7"1 Ix91 2 nian].

He also said (Rabbi Raphael, z"l) regarding what is written in
the book of the Rav of Polna'ah (Toldos Yaakov Yosef,
Parshas Vayakhel, "from the full offering"), concerning the
Parah Adumah, which purifies the impure and renders the
pure impure—this is an allusion to the trait of arrogance:
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Initially, it purifies the impure—so that one will at least begin
to serve Hashem, even if only due to arrogance. But
afterward, it renders the pure impure (see there).
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And he, z"l, said further that afterward, it again purifies the
impure—because when one recognizes within himself that
he has arrogance, he becomes broken and humbled.
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And it seems, in my humble opinion, to understand the
meaning of these words for myself:
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Initially, he also had arrogance, only he did not recognize it
within himself and was impure. Then, a little more arrogance
was added until he recognized it, and he became broken,
and through this, he became purified from the initial impurity.
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Siman #149

Parashas Parah is connected to Pesach, as it is known that
the matter of removing chametz is to remove arrogance and
to cleave to humility. For the nature of leaven is to rise, which
represents arrogance.
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And there is no difference between chametz and matzah
except for something minimal—that a person should be to
himself as "something minimal."
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And the Parah also alludes to this, as is written elsewhere,
as it is stated in the books of the Rav of Polna'ah (Toldos
Yaakov Yosef, Parshas Vayakhel, "Melos Kol HaMinaseh";
and another version: "Lamul"), that for this reason it purifies
the impure and renders the pure impure (see there).
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Therefore, in Parashas Parah, one must be lowly and impure
in his own eyes, and then he will be purified.
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And it can be said that because the generation of the
wilderness was a generation of knowledge, and anyone
arrogant is a fool, therefore, they ate manna, which
contained no chametz.
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For due to their wisdom, they could not tolerate even food
that contained chametz.
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Therefore, the Torah was only given to those who ate the
manna (Tanchuma, Ki Sisa 20), which contained no
chametz, etc., and understand this.
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