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Zohar, Parshas Pinchas, 236b. Rabbi Shimon opened and said:
“Shema Yisrael, Hashem Elokeinu...” The word Shema has an
enlarged Ayin, and Echad has an enlarged Daled. Why these
specific letters? And why in these particular words? Not in others?
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And he answered: It is because these specific letters, Ayin and
Daled, must appear in large form. And the sign for this is the
verse: “Until Hashem among you...” (Bamidbar 17:28),
referencing a hidden teaching.
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For behold, it is known that large letters correspond to the level
of Binah (Understanding), intermediate-sized letters correspond
to Zeir Anpin, and small letters appear in Milos (filler letters or
extended spelling).
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Therefore, since the Ayin is large, it must be from the level of
Binah, and likewise the Daled is also of Binah.
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For the Zayin lower sefirot of Imma (Binah) — Chesed of Imma,
Gevurah of Binah, etc. — are each composed of ten components.
That gives us seventy, hence the large Ayin.
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(Gloss: Elsewhere, on Zohar Vayechi 239a, regarding “Vayikra el
Moshe” with the small Alef, it was explained: Large letters are
from Binah, medium from Zeir Anpin, small from Malchus.)
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Because in Binah, there is abundant light, called “Rechovos
HaNahar” (the expanses of the river), which spreads out broadly.
And the main reason: the revelation of Atik (Ancient of Days) is
in Binah.
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That is why Binah is called the World to Come, and the letters of

Binah — even their Achoraim (external form) — are expansive and
broad.

2 nPniRg 03 ,"R20 073" — A2 NRIRI 797

namnm.

In contrast, the letters of Malchus (the mem in the gloss) receive
only from Zeir Anpin, not like Binah that receives directly from
Arich Anpin and Atik.
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This is the meaning of “Rachel envied her sister” (Bereishis 30:1)
— see Zohar Terumah 126b — because Rachel (symbolizing
Malchus) has diminished light, like the moon.

phigahy! ,(N:‘? nWwXI2) "ANNR2 ‘7[71, Xapm" AN
N N2RORT ,207 °2 — 2"V 1"3p 77 A o v
M2 — AN LYNI M3,

And that is the lowest level, the source of bounded beings, hence
she is called “the small one”, Rachel, or “hei ketanah.”
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As explained in Torah Or, discourse “On the 25th of Kislev” —
and this is also the secret of “Behibar’am” (in their creation),
which is with a small hei.
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But the large hei, in contrast, is Leah, who is above.
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Therefore, also the letters of her are small letters, in contraction
and smallness.
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And to bring this close to the intellect, it will be understood by
way of the difference between the word “ani” and the word
“anochi.”
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That “ani” hints to the level of mem and azan, and “ani betoch
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hagolah,” and “ani tefillah,” 7750 IR
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And upon this it says: “Am I not better to you than ten sons,” who
are the ten sefiros, for “anochi” is the crown that is drawn from
malchus of ein sof, which is above the level of the ten sefiros, as is
known.
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And even though the meaning in “ani” and “anochi” is all equal,
that is to say how it is in a foreign tongue, only the change and
difference between them is in the matter of loftiness and lowliness.
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That is: the word “anochi” indicates when he speaks in loftiness,
like “anochi haro’eh,” and so too the crown is the ultimate
loftiness and is called “depth of height,” and this is the matter of
“the king exalted alone,” and the level of “ki ga’oh ga’ah.”
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[n contrast, “ani” is when he speaks in lowliness and gentleness,
that is the level of mem, which is the end of all levels, and also has
nothing of its own except what it receives from the sun.
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And therefore David said: “For I am poor and needy — ani.”
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And see in Reishis Chochmah, Gate of Humility, where he

explains the essence of humility in mem for this reason.
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And even though in the crown too is found humility, this is by way
of “in the place of the greatness of the Holy One, there you find
His humility,” etc.
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Also, for the supernal crown, even though it is a pure light, it is
black in relation to the Cause of Causes, etc.
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[And therefore in mem it 1s called “ani,” and the difference
between “ani” and “anochi” is the letter kaf, which indicates the
crown.
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And since nevertheless the root of the mem is from the crown,
therefore it is said: “I am like a fresh cypress,” as is written in
Likutei Torah in the discourse to explain the matter of Yom
Kippur.
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And likewise exactly is the matter of large letters and small letters.
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That is: large letters, whose form indicates greatness not in
proportion to the rest of the letters of the Torah, which are
intermediate letters (the intermediate righteous ones, three books).
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Upon this it comes to hint to the drawing down from the level of
Binah — Rechovos HaNahar — in which is the revelation of Atik,
which is called Erech Apayim and great kindness, that the
kindness is drawn from the force of the greatness, and above the
level of plain chesed.
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And therefore in the verse “Ve’atah yigdal na” the yud is enlarged,
because it draws down Erech Apayim and Nosei Avon.
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And this too is the matter of “houses full of all good that you did
not fill,” for houses are combinations of letters, as is written in
Sefer Yetzirah: “two stones build two houses.”
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But the explanation of “filled with good that you did not fill” —
that is to say, it is from a level above arousal from below, where
arousal from below does not reach, rather it is called a free gift.
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And elsewhere it explains that large letters are called “towers
protruding from the wall,” and the matter of a protruding seal is
known — that it is from above to below, which is a high level.
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And small letters — that is in the mem, where the drawing down
is contracted, etc.
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And from this is drawn the level of “our signs we have not seen”
Psalms 74:9), and the intermediate letters are in Ze’eir Anpin,
which is the intermediary between large letters and small letters.
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For in relation to the mem, the letters are large, because this is the
matter of Yichuda Ila’a (higher unification), but in relation to the
large letters of Adam Kadmon, Ze’eir Anpin is considered like
Yichuda Tata’a, because Ze’eir Anpin in relation to Atika is
considered like Elokim, as is written in the explanation on the
verse “Shuvah Yisrael.”
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And this is the matter of the difference between the Alef-Beis of
‘Kel Baruch” that we say on weekdays and the Alef-Beis of “Kel
Adon” that we say on Shabbos, as is written in Zohar Terumah
132a.
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And this is because on Shabbos the Alef-Beis of large letters is
drawn down, therefore from each letter extend five words, which
is not the case from small letters.
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[And see Zohar Bereishis 3a.
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And according to this one may say the matter of the three books
that are opened on Rosh Hashanah — corresponding to
Tzaddikim, Beinonim, and Resha’im — that likewise the three
books: the first of large letters corresponds to Tzaddikim, the
second of intermediate letters to Beinonim, the third of small
letters, etc.
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And this is (the verse) “And it will be on that day, a great shofar
will be sounded.” The question is: what difference does it make if
the shofar is great or intermediate or small?
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Rather, because speech speaks from voice, and on Rosh Hashanah
we draw that the world of speech should be extended, by way of
‘Hashem you have distinguished today,” and this is through the
sound of the shofar.
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And when there will be the revelation of the great shofar, there
will also be drawn in speech the level of “a mouth that speaks
greatness” — that is, the revelation of large letters, the level of

“houses filled with all upper good.”
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And let us return to our subject — that since the matter of Krias
Shema is to draw from the level of Gimel Rishonim (Chabad), as
is written in the writings of the Arizal, that in the first verse of
Shema we draw the unification of Aba and Ima, and this is the
matter of accepting the yoke of Heaven, which precedes the yoke
of mitzvos.
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And this too is the explanation of “the one who prolongs in
‘Echad’,” who draws from the level of Arich Anpin, and
therefore here came large letters.
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And this is “Shema” — the ayin there is large, that malchus,
which is called “name,” is uplifted to receive from the level of the
iseven attributes of Binah, which are called ayin rabbah, and the
influence will be drawn to it in abundance.
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And see elsewhere regarding the matter of “gladdening groom and
bride,” “gladdening the groom with the bride” — that the meaning
of “gladdening groom and bride” is that the bride receives only
from the groom, who is Ze’eir Anpin, but “gladdening the groom
with the bride” is that he gladdens both equally, that malchus
receives from the Supernal Ima, not via Ze’eir Anpin, and then
Z¢’eir Anpin and Nukva are like the two great lights, as they were
before her diminishment, etc.
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The rest of the discourse is in Buch Tarei''t 3, page 44, regarding
the matter of the large daled of Echad, see what is written on the

verse “And I shall be sanctified among the Children of Israel”,
end of section Alef.
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And one may say, as is said briefly, the expression “Dalu einai
lamarom” — “my eyes are lifted upward” — this is an expression
of exaltation, as is written in the discourse Mizmor Shir Chanukas
HaBayis, the first discourse.
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And if so, it can be said: Binah is the Upper Shechinah, and this
unification is in the manner of what our sages said: “One who has
relations with his mother in a dream should anticipate

understanding, as it is said: If you call for understanding
Proverbs 2:3).”
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See what is written on this in the glosses to the discourse
Vayeishev Yaakov b’eretz megurei aviv, in Buch Bereishis 233a,
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and there I noted from what is written in Otzar Chayim, the Y U N ———
unification of Daas of Ze’eir Anpin, which extends from Yesod T nlx’7 D':; N:N 7210’73 -nz;mn 1’53?1.“;’3711’[:
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133a, regarding the matter of Yaakov ministering above, 0in3a Uawn 1pY 1Iva,
and see in Sava d'Mishpatim 101a. X"V R"P A7 D°VOYRHT X202 Y.

[NOTE: Summary

This excerpt explores the mystical significance of the "ng7 n'"%7 (enlarged dalet) in the word
"mx" from the Shema. Drawing from various sources in the Zohar, Otzar Chayim, and the
Tzemach Tzedek’s own glosses, the discourse frames this letter as a gateway to understanding
deep unifications in the Divine realms.

Key points include:

e The “dalet rabbati” symbolizes romemus (exaltation), as hinted in the phrase “>1°¥ 197
ahintaip 2l

e [t connects to the Upper Shechinah (Binah), which is the source of supernal
unification.

e This exalted Binah unification is illustrated via a Talmudic statement: one who dreams of
his mother should expect understanding, linking the imagery of mother to Binah.

e The discourse references the union of Daas of Ze’eir Anpin (Z"A) — the
emotional/interactive Divine persona — with Leah, which represents a higher aspect of
the feminine sefirah of Malchus.

e These ideas converge in the phrase “Yaakov ministering above”, which reflects the
mystical notion that even lower levels (like Yaakov/Z"A) participate in elevated Divine
service through unity with Binah.

e The sources conclude with a reference to the Sava d’Mishpatim, which discusses soul
elevation and the harmony of the upper and lower worlds.

Practical Takeaway

Even within the most routine of mitzvos — such as reciting the Shema — lies an opportunity for
deep Divine connection. The Tzemach Tzedek emphasizes that the enlarged dalet in “InR " is
not decorative — it draws down Binah, the source of understanding and spiritual elevation.

Practically, when saying Shema and especially the word "7nR", one should:
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e Maeditate on accepting the Divine Unity not just in the intellectual or emotional sense, but
as a higher surrender, linking oneself to the supernal unification of the Divine mind
(Binah) and its extension into the world.
e Focus not only on the Alef and Chet, but linger on the Dalet — representing the four
directions and the spreading of G-d's unity everywhere, from Romemus to mundanity.

This transforms the act of Shema into not just acceptance of the yoke of Heaven, but a gateway
to becoming a vessel for Binah — clarity, elevation, and deep humility.

Chassidic Story (Tzemach Tzedek)

Story: The Rebbe and the Enlarged Letter

It is told that the Tzemach Tzedek, when teaching his grandson (the future Rebbe Maharash),
once paused at the verse “TnX "7 ...28W° ¥ynw” and asked:

“Why is the dalet of 7R written large in the Torah?”

His grandson offered the classic answer: the large dalet emphasizes that Hashem is one in all
four directions.

But the Tzemach Tzedek nodded only slightly and said:

“True. But when a Jew closes his eyes and says 71X, he must draw from the dalet of Binah —
not just unify the world, but lift it. That dalet is rabbati — exalted — because it carries the soul
to stand in the chamber of the Shechinah Ila’ah (Upper Shechinah).”

Then he gently corrected his grandson’s recitation, saying:

“You said the word too quickly. Echad must be drawn out — not just to proclaim unity, but to
become part of that unity.”

= Source: This teaching and story are consistent with themes the Tzemach Tzedek elaborates
on in Derech Mitzvosecha, Ohr HaTorah (esp. on Kriyas Shema), and Likutei Torah on Devarim.
The story appears in “Shmuos V’Sippurim” Vol. 1, told by Chassidim who learned with the
Rebbe Maharash. END NOTE]
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