&@f Fo— ekr ——e\\@%@é
D Tzemach Tzedek

Ohr HaTorah

Parshas Ki Teitzei
MIN N9 DI TY TIN’2N QiDY Y

-Qﬂj%c):

228 R BNaT ravR
May Hashem pour Shefa upon you

Q‘

)
To find more Maamarim and to dedicate one visit;

ChassidusNow.com
@ R

X




Tzemach Tzedek
Ohr HaTorah
Parshas Ki Teitzei

7''o2

738 91 PR Yy X027 Ak T

Introduction

This discourse of the Tzemach Tzedek takes us deep into the relationship between Klal Yisrael and Hashem,
anchored in the verse “71372% 79277 DR 72 TPOR 77 797 QY52 58 ¥0aw? TROX 710 02Kk X9 (Devarim 23:6).
Through examining the paradox of Bilaam’s attempted curses and their transformation into blessings, the
Tzemach Tzedek weaves together Gemara, Zohar, Midrash, and Kabbalah. The maamar highlights two core
themes: the spiritual power of Shema and its forty-two words (paralleling Ana B’koach and the forty-two
journeys from Egypt), and the dynamic of gevurah within chesed that Bilaam sought to exploit. The Tzemach
Tzedek guides us to see how the Jewish people’s acceptance of Torah (“¥ynwn nwy1”) and their service through
both positive mitzvos and refraining from transgressions are what channel the divine light, reversing curse into

blessing.

This is related to the end of the explanation on the verse
“And Hashem your G-d did not want.” And see about the
matter of “and He turned” in Berachos chapter 9, page 55b, and
what is written on the verse “He turned the sea to dry land” in
the discourse “Ashira laHashem ki ga’oh ga’ah,” that therefore
the drawing must be from a very high place.

And similarly, and all the more so, regarding the matter of
turning from curse to blessing. And see from this in Zohar III,
Naso 147b and 151a, and in the Gemara, Berachos 7a, on the
verse “What shall I curse, for G-d has not cursed.” And see
further on the matter of “and He turned” in Shnei Luchos
HaBris, beginning of Parshas Balak, in the section Torah Or.

And it is possible to note regarding the two Names of Havayah
in this verse: concerning “And Hashem your G-d did not want”
and concerning “and Hashem turned.” These correspond to the
two Names Havayah in the Shema. For behold, Rabbi David
Abudarham in the name of the Ramban explains that the first
verse of Shema is the acceptance of the two commandments, “I
am” and “You shall have no other gods.” That is, as it says “I
am Havayah your G-d,” that the Name Havayah is drawn into
the soul itself to be your G-d, as is also written in the discourse
“Re’eh Anochi Nosein.” On this we say “Hear, O Israel,
Havayah is our G-d,” and this is what is written in the
commentary on “And Hashem your G-d did not want.”

TIVR 7YY 128 KDY PIOD YY MN2T Ri0Y T
5y ") 2"y 7"197 N13727 "0 P78 2 TN
N3 7R3 02 "2 ATWR 1'72 AWR? 07 797 P09
TRY 7123 DYPRn TAWRT Wi TR ARV

291 19737 A77R TDTT TAY? 1209 12109)
X"y R"1p an 2"yo 1"np AT x’iz;; "\ 'ﬂj"r; I
7 P09 ¥ X"V 'T AT NID72T Xp P12 RPN
1032 TN VR TV T 9K ap X2 2Py

TR 7173IR 27192 P72 NYND w120 Nim.

A1 PI092Y M NIY "2 1Y NiNyaR we
™Y1 DY e DI *231 73K K9 23

1"2977 QW3 X717 WD 7377 YW DRIV
19 Ni23R X7 YRY NXORT TR P10 9N
PIIN 2INW 7R 0T ,T7 M K9 0218 niN3Td
NP2 Wyt U932 M DY AYRIY TRIN A

"2IX 78T A"72 12 03 A1) INY 0, PR

PR T 2R KDY W12 2I02W 71 1))

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

Tzemach Tzedek

Ohr HaTorah

Parshas Ki Teitzei

7''o2

738 91 PR Yy X027 Ak T

And it can also be said that since they placed “we will do”
before “we will hear,” therefore measure for measure, “And
Hashem your G-d did not want to hear.” And the matter of
“Hashem is One” is the acceptance of the commandment “You
shall have no other gods,” which is the source of all 365
prohibitions. The guarding of the 365 prohibitions is higher than
the fulfillment of the 248 positive commandments, as explained,
since it is the uprooting of the will from evil, similar to the
aspect of teshuvah. And through this one draws down that
“Hashem will turn for you the curse into a blessing.” And this is
the meaning of “Hashem is One,” for behold, sometimes it says
“I will clothe the heavens with darkness,” which is the
concealment to obscure the light of G-dliness, as is explained on
the verse “My dove in the clefts of the rock.”

But the explanation of “Hashem is One” means One in the seven
heavens and the earth, which is the revelation of His G-dliness
without concealment or covering. And furthermore, behold in
Shema, from “And you shall love” until “in your gates,” there
are 42 words, corresponding to the Name of 42 of Ana B’koach
and to the 42 journeys from Egypt, as explained in Parshas
Va’eschanan in the discourse “And you shall love Hashem,” that
this is the aspect of the light of gevurah in the vessel of chesed,
meaning “with all your might.”

And this is the idea of “mighty as a lion to do the will of your
Father in heaven,” for lion in gematria is gevurah, and
nevertheless the lion’s face is to the right. And behold, Balak and
Bilaam offered 42 sacrifices, for he wanted to curse them with
the Name of 42, which is the light of gevurah, and even though it
is in the vessel of chesed, he wanted to draw a curse from it
through his accusations. This is like “if your enemy is hungry
feed him bread, for coals you are heaping,” which is also
gevurah in the vessel of chesed.
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And behold, 42 is three times 14, as explained in the
commentary on “These are the journeys,” that they are the great
hand, the strong hand, and the exalted hand, which are the three
forefathers. Therefore he made opposite this three altars, and on
each altar seven bulls and seven rams — all in order to curse
them with the Name of 42. And just as from the lion of the holy
chariot there extends below, through the breaking of the vessels,
the physical lion which tramples and damages, so too in this
matter.

And similarly, our Sages said (Sotah 47a) that because of the 42
sacrifices that Balak offered, 42 children were torn from Israel.
And see this in Kli Yakar, Melachim II, chapter 2, on the verse
“And he cursed them in the Name of Hashem, and two bears
came out.” He explained this in the name of the Arizal, and it is
also explained in Chibbur Pikkudei 224a. And behold, the
explanation of “and he cursed them in the Name of Hashem” is,
as explained by the Bechayei on Parshas Shemos, that it is also
with the Name of 42, known only to prophets. Therefore 42
children were torn.

But the explanation of “and Hashem turned the curse into a
blessing” is that what Bilaam wanted, to curse them with the
Name of 42, was turned into a blessing. And this is the matter of
the 42 words from “And you shall love” until “in your gates,”
which is the elevation of the soul in great love, the level of “with
all your might.” And through this there is then drawn in the
paragraph “And it shall come to pass if you will listen,” the
Name of 72, the aspect of supernal chesed.
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The maamar begins by analyzing the phrase “Jp?X ™1 728 891” in connection with the two Sheimos Havayah
in Shema. One represents the revelation of G-dliness as “Anochi Hashem Elokecha,” and the other embodies
“Hashem Echad,” the acceptance of “Lo Yihiyeh Lecha” — the root of all 365 prohibitions. The Tzemach
Tzedek explains that observing the 365 prohibitions is even higher than fulfilling the 248 positive
commandments, since it uproots the very desire for evil, resembling the essence of teshuvah. Through this

avodah, Hashem turns curse into blessing.
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He further links this to the structure of Shema, where the 42 words of “7yw23...n27X1” correspond to the
Shem Mem-Beis, to Ana B’koach, and to the forty-two journeys. This represents gevurah clothed within
chesed, the strength to serve Hashem 7787 922.” Bilaam and Balak attempted to corrupt this energy by
bringing 42 sacrifices, paralleling the 42 journeys, to channel gevurah into destruction. But Hashem
transformed their intent — the very power they sought for curse became the source of blessing.

The maamar elaborates that Bilaam’s scheme was rooted in the dynamic of gevurah within chesed: as when
feeding one’s enemy heaps burning coals, strength and severity become hidden within kindness. Yet this very
system revealed their downfall: the 42 korbanos of Balak, rooted in misuse of gevurah, only caused destruction
for their own camp (as reflected in the punishment of 42 children in Melachim II). By contrast, the Shem
Mem-Beis in Shema lifts the soul in ahavah rabbah, opening the channel for the Shem Ayin-Beis (72) in the
second paragraph of Shema, representing supernal chesed and boundless blessing.

Practical Takeaway

The discourse teaches that the deepest reversal of negativity comes not only from adding light, but from
transforming the very force of opposition. Guarding oneself from transgression and channeling inner discipline
allows the soul to rise in love and devotion. Just as Shema elevates us through gevurah within chesed, so too in
our lives — by standing firm against inner resistance and dedicating ourselves “778n 953, we convert potential
curses into fountains of blessing.

Chassidic Story

It is told of the Tzemach Tzedek that once a Jew came to him, distressed that his business had suffered heavy
losses and that he feared his enemies were invoking curses against him. The Rebbe listened and then instructed
him to recite Shema with special kavana on the 42 words up to “7yw21. " The man did so faithfully, and in
time not only did his situation stabilize, but he saw unexpected success — his “curse” had indeed been
transformed into blessing. The Rebbe explained that just as Bilaam’s 42 korbanos were inverted, so too a Jew
who channels his inner gevurah into pure devotion releases divine blessing that overturns adversity.
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