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Menachem Nachum of Chernobyl

Me’or Einayim
Parshas Vayikra

And He called to Moshe, and Hashem spoke to him from the
Tent of Meeting, etc. And it needs to be understood: at first it
states merely “And He called” without specifying who called, and
only afterwards does it specify “and Hashem spoke to him.”
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Behold, the idea is as follows: that the Blessed Name took us out
of Egypt and immediately gave us the commandments of Pesach
and circumcision.
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And afterwards He split the sea for us, and then He led us in the
desert with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.
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And afterwards He gave us the Torah, and afterwards He
commanded us to make the Mishkan, as it is stated (Shemos
25:8), “And they shall make for Me a sanctuary and I will dwell
among them.”
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“Among them” — it does not say “in it,” etc., like the parable of
one who was forever in a place of darkness and had never seen
light in his life.
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If one were to suddenly bring him out into the open air, he would
not be able to tolerate the light.
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Therefore, it is necessary to show it to him gradually: at first one
makes a small crack through which he can see a little light,
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and afterwards they widen the crack until it becomes a window,
and afterwards they bring him out into the open air and show him
the light.
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So too, the Israelites in Egypt were immersed in the 50 gates of
impurity, and had He shown them immediately the radiance of
His Presence, they would not have been able to bear it.
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Therefore, all the above stages were necessary. And the main
purpose was: “And they shall make for Me a sanctuary, and I will
dwell among them,” etc.
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[And behold, our Sages of blessed memory said: one who walks in
a dangerous place should recite a short prayer — “In every passage
of crossing, may their needs be before You.”
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And the Gemara explains: even at the time when they turn to sin,
may their needs be revealed before You.
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The idea is that the Creator, blessed be He, is contracted (present)
with each and every Jew, and even with a great evildoer the
Blessed Creator is still with him.
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And the proof is that every evildoer has thoughts of repentance
come to him — that is, that the Holy One Blessed Be He calls him
Himself and says: “Return to Me.”
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Only that he does not understand that the Blessed Name is calling
him.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And He called to Moshe” — it is
written with a small Alef, meaning that the Blessed Name, who is
the Master of the world, is contracted (present) with every Jew and
calls him to return — that is, the thoughts of repentance that come
to him.
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Only because he doesn’t understand that it is the Blessed Name
calling him, therefore it is written “And He called” without
specifying [Who].
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But when he understands that it is the Blessed Name calling him to
return from his evil path, and he brings himself back to the Blessed
Creator — then afterwards, “And Hashem spoke to him from the
Tent of Meeting, saying...”
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That is, when he is about to commit a sin, and the Holy One
Blessed Be He prevents him through some cause so that he cannot
commit the sin — behold, it is as if He is speaking to him: “Return
to Me — how long will you follow your vanities?”
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And this is what our Sages of blessed memory said: he prays a
short prayer — to shorten the [power of the] klipos — “Deliver,
Hashem, Your people, etc.”
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Even at the time when they are turning to sin, etc.
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And this is what our Sages of blessed memory said: the Holy One
Blessed Be He grabbed Yeravam and said: “Return!” — meaning
at the time he was betraying and offering to idolatry.
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And the prophet rebuked him, and he wanted to strike him, and his
hand withered — and he was not able to perform the idolatry.
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And that is like what the Holy One Blessed Be He said: “Return!”
— meaning through the fact that He prevented him, etc.
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