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Introduction

This discourse by the Tzemach Tzedek begins with the verse “pvnwn 2py mm” (“And it shall be because you
will listen”), and was delivered as an in-depth mystical and halachic meditation on Divine service, the structure
of the soul, and the purpose of Torah and mitzvos. The Tzemach Tzedek (Rabbi Menachem Mendel of
Lubavitch, 1789-1866), grandson of the Alter Rebbe and third Rebbe of Chabad, was known for his towering
scholarship and synthesis of Chassidus with deep halachic analysis. In this maamar, he explores the
transformative power of Torah and mitzvos in uniting the soul with the Divine Will, the cosmic purpose of
refinement through physicality, and the Messianic vision of unity in Torah and service.

And this is the meaning of '"And it shall be (77%71) because
(3py) you will listen (}w»wn)'"—that it is the level of Middos
(emotions) and Deed, and through this: "And He will keep for
you... the covenant..."—this refers to the aspect of performing
and drawing down His will into the level of place.

And this is the meaning of "the covenant and the kindness"
(7917 n127)—that the idea of cutting a covenant is also for the
fulfillment of something not only according to reason and logic.
And similarly, the concept of the Covenant Between the Pieces
(27027 12 p12) is a drawing down of the Supernal Will (3ix7
19°9¥) mentioned above.

And from this comes "and the kindness"—as it is written:
"Remember Your mercy and Your kindness" (Tehillim 25:6).
Therefore, through the cutting of the covenant, the level of "and
the kindness" is drawn down. For behold, Avraham was a
chariot (merkavah) for the level of Chesed of Atzilus.
Therefore, Avraham is called "My beloved" (Yeshayahu 41:8).

However, since the Infinite One, blessed be He, is not of any of
these attributes at all, how then can it be aroused and drawn
from Him, the Infinite One, blessed be He?

Rather, it is through the covenant, which is the revelation of the
level of Supernal Will (39°7y 73%7) that is above wisdom, as
mentioned above.
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And based on this, we will also understand why at first it says:
"If you listen and observe and perform"—which follows the
order of Middos, Thought, and Deed—and afterward it says
action first and then Thought and Middos. This is like it says:
"the covenant and the kindness."

For behold, it is explained above that the level of "with all your
heart" (7227 922) is the love that is born and drawn from
contemplation, and it is called the Will of the Heart (293 7i%7).

And the level of "with all your might" (77%% 2232) is called the
Supernal Will (11°%y 13%7), which is above intellect, as it is
written in the Zohar: "There is a Will and there is a Will," as
mentioned above.

However, between these two loves it says: "with all your soul"
(791 9227)—and this is the attachment of the garments of the
soul (Middos, Thought, and Deed) to the Middos, Thought, and
Deed of the Holy One, blessed be He—that is, through Torah
and Mitzvos, as explained above.

And from this we understand that there cannot be a revelation of
the level of Supernal Will and the higher love in the soul except
through Torah and Mitzvos.

And the idea is: just as the G-dly soul has an essential self
(atzmius hanefesh) that is above intellect, such that the intellect
and Middos and Deed are only garments for this level-—so too,
by infinite degrees of separation, there is above as well a level
of Middos and Deed, as it is written: "My thoughts are not your
thoughts" (Yeshayahu 55:8).

And it is written: "And by the breath of His mouth all their
hosts were created" (Tehillim 33:6)—over all the praise of the
works of Your hands. And these are only garments, as it says:
"You made garments for them from which souls fly out"—that
is, even the Middos and Deeds of the Divine are only garments.
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The souls of Israel, which are drawn from the level of
thought—even so, they are only called garments. How much
more so the worlds that are drawn from the levels of speech and
action, etc.

But the Torah and Mitzvos, which are the level of the Supernal
Will—for all the commandments are the Supernal Will of the
Blessed One—behold, they are, so to speak, from the essence of
the Light of the Infinite One, blessed be He.

For will is the essence, and Middos, Thought, and Action are
only garments—how and in what way does the will come into
actualization?

And so it is above—that the purpose of creation is for the sake of
Israel and the Torah, which are called "first," and the entire
world was only created to command (ni1¥) this.

And it (the world) is only garments, through which and by which
the Will is fulfilled, etc.

Therefore, through "with all your soul"—which is the connection
of one's Middos, Thought, and Deed with the Middos, Thought,
and Deed of the Holy One, blessed be He, in which the Supernal
Will is clothed—behold, this Supernal Will brings out and
reveals the level of love beyond measure and unbounded desire
in the soul, which is a spark of the Supernal Will, to be revealed
in a state of revelation.

And this is the level of "with all your might" (77%% %22). And as
it is written elsewhere on the verse "Of You my heart said: Seek
My face"—this means the innerness of the heart.

Behold, it is through "Your face, Hashem, I will seek"—that is
the Supernal Will that is in Torah and Mitzvos, etc.

And this is what it means: "I (Moshe) stand this day between you
and Hashem"—for Moshe is the level of Daas.

That is, through the Daas of Torah, he draws down the revelation
of the Supernal Will into the soul.
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And this is (the meaning of) "And it shall be (7°77) because you
will listen (w2%n 2pY) to the judgments"—that the Targum of
"judgment" (V2Wn) is "the first Halachah" (XnRn72 XN375).

And the explanation is that the Torah is called "the ways of
Hashem" ("7 ninq&)—which is the level of path, movement, and
drawing down from the name Havayah into the soul.

Therefore, one must contemplate this while engaging in Torah,
as it is written: "And I will look into Your paths" (Tehillim
119:15).

And see what is explained elsewhere on the verse: "And these
are the judgments..." and on "Zion will be redeemed with
justice..."

And "you will listen" (7w»¥n) is also an expression of
gathering—that they will receive from Above a revelation of the
inner desire of the heart (X277 XDv7), as was explained earlier
also in the interpretation of "And you shall love" (227X)), which
is also a promise that ultimately, in the level of 2p¥ (heel/end),
they will come to the level of great love (727 723X), etc.

And behold, it is known that there is a dispute in the Gemara
whether action is greater or study is greater. The one who says
action is greater holds that the main Supernal Will is in the
performance of action.

However, the conclusion is that study is greater—because it
leads to action. And this is in the service of man.

And therefore it says, "And it shall be Pynwn 2py"—first
Thought and Speech, and afterward Action, because Thought
and Speech is Torah study, and study is greater, for it brings to
Action.

And the meaning is that it draws down the revelation of the
Supernal Will into the action. However, since the revelation of
the Supernal Will is in the action, therefore, when it says, "And
Hashem your G-d will guard for you," it precedes the action.
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Because through action, the revelation of the Supernal Will is
drawn down. And this is: "the covenant," and afterward, "the
kindness," and "the oath," etc.

And behold, the matter of "And you shall gather your grain"
(7337 PROXY) is to gather all of one’s occupations into the level of
"One" and "You shall love"—Iike the idea of Torah being fixed
and work being temporary.

The meaning of temporary (°%7Y) is that it should be with
coldness, as if compelled, etc.

And this is what it says: "If your outcasts be at the ends of the
heavens... He will gather you"—from the aspect of the scattering
of the soul, to be only one desire, as it says: "And with You I
desired nothing on earth."

And as it is said: "There is nothing in our heart but the One."

However, that one needs a command about this is when one is
not yet fulfilling the Supernal Will, but rather love on the level of
"with all your heart"—which is based only on contemplation,

and is called "love of the world" (2%v nagx).

And then it is relevant that another form of love could oppose
it—for "one nation shall overpower the other" (Bereishis 25:23).
Therefore, a command is necessary for the gathering (790X1), etc.
In contrast, when they fulfill the Supernal Will—this is the level
of great love (727 123X) of "with all your might" (532
J78%n)—then the opposite side (the Other Side) has no opposition
at all to this level.

Moreover, "and you shall gather your grain" (7337 n90X)) is for
the purpose of sorting out spiritual refinements.

And the three categories of "your grain, your wine, and your oil"
(77737 WD 7237) correspond to the three categories: Israelites,
Levi’im, and Kohanim.
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For oil (1n%) 1s the level of Chochmah (Wisdom), wine (77) is the
level of Binah (Understanding), and grain (337) is the level of
Daas (Knowledge).

As the Sages said: "A child does not know to say 'Abba’' until he
tastes the taste of grain"—specifically grain.

And these refinements must be done through these three levels,
etc.

But when it will be "Behold, My servant shall succeed and be
very exalted" (Yeshayahu 52:13)—through love of "with all your
might"—then they will not need [to refine], nor will even the
person himself need to do refinement.

For that is a state of smallness and suckling, because those [three
categories] will be done through others, "and your nurses shall
be their ministers" (Yeshayahu 49:23).

Rather, "And it shall be because you will listen to the judgments

n

.....

gathering, that is, the Oral Torah (79 2¥2y 117in), from the root
meaning "mouth," which is also a level of exile and dispersion,
because clear halachah is not found in one place.

And at the 23py—at the end—it will be "you will listen," meaning
a gathering together of the halachos, that they should no longer
be in a state of dispersion, etc.

(And this refinement is far higher than the refinement of "and
you shall gather your grain," etc., which is only the gathering
from the dispersion of the soul—but this refinement is a
gathering and revelation of the Supernal Will, etc.)

And this dispersion—that halachah is not clear in one
place—came from the breaking of the first tablets, which is like
the matter of "and with rebukes they shall understand" (Shabbos
104a).

But in the future, all this will be repaired.

(See in Iggeres HaKodesh, discourse beginning "And the wise
shall shine"— @77 ownm 1"7.)
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And this is (the meaning of): "And it shall be Pwnwn 2pv." VAR 2RY 720 .
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[NOTE Summary

The discourse begins with a close reading of the phrase “pwnwn 2py 7°m,” linking the word “2py” (heel or
consequence) to the culmination of effort—specifically, that deep Divine love and will (13°9v:7 17¥9) is drawn into
this world through practical mitzvah observance. The Tzemach Tzedek explains that Torah and mitzvos are not
merely garments or expressions, but direct manifestations of Hashem’s innermost Will. While souls, speech,
and creation are called "garments," the mitzvos themselves channel Divine essence.

This leads to a comparison between action and study: though halachic debate exists on whether study or action
is greater, the conclusion is that Torah study is greater because it leads to action—i.e., the drawing down of

Divine Will into concrete expression. That’s why the verse orders “11v»wn” (you will listen/learn) before “nth
7% 7728 "7 (and Hashem will guard for you), emphasizing that study activates the Will that is fulfilled through

action.

The discourse next addresses the deeper mystical function of refinement: the birurim process of elevating the
sparks embedded in worldly activity, particularly symbolized in the verse “J77% 7% 7337 POOXY” (your grain,
wine, and oil). These correspond to Daas, Binah, and Chochmah and to Yisrael, Levi’im, and Kohanim. Birur
requires all three faculties to transform the world, though in the future messianic era this refinement will happen
automatically, through a higher love—T77%n 252—which nullifies opposition entirely.

The phrase “PynYm” is interpreted as "gathering" (79°0KX 17w9), which refers to the gathering of scattered
halachos and spiritual energies in exile. Torah Shebaal Peh is called "peh" (mouth), connoting dispersion,
uncertainty, and galus, where no single location contains all the truth. But in the “2py”—the end, in the days of
Moshiach—there will be clarity and unification: halachos will be gathered, truth consolidated, and the Divine
Will fully revealed in the world. This final birur surpasses all previous ones, as it not only refines physicality
but reveals the innermost Divine Will (19°2¥77 11%1) that was hidden since the shattering of the first Luchos. In the
future, this rupture will be fully healed.

Practical Takeaway

Our service through Torah and mitzvos is not only about learning or doing—it is about channeling Hashem’s
very Will into the world. Even the seemingly mundane act of harvesting grain can become Divine when
approached with awareness of birurim. But even more, by studying Torah deeply, even amidst confusion or
scattered halachah, we hasten the day when all will be unified, clear, and whole. Every act, every word of
Torah, is a step toward revealing that hidden inner Will.

Chassidic Story

The Tzemach Tzedek was once asked by a Chassid how to ensure that his Torah study would truly influence his
Powered By: ChassidusNow.com
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heart and actions. The Rebbe replied, “When you study Torah with the intention of fulfilling the Will of
Hashem—mnot only to know but to do—it begins to illuminate not only your mind but also your middos, your
speech, and even your hands and feet.” He then paused and added, “Even the grain you harvest with such hands
can carry Divine light.”

This echoed his teaching that Torah is not merely wisdom, but the path through which Hashem’s deepest desire
becomes manifest in the physical world. The Chassid later testified that this one answer transformed the way he
learned and lived.

(Source: Sichos Tzemach Tzedek, Sipurei Chassidim vol. 3, Lubavitch Archives)

END NOTE]

Introduction

This deep and lofty discourse by the Tzemach Tzedek—third Rebbe of Chabad, Rabbi Menachem Mendel

Schneersohn of Lubavitch (1789-1866), son-in-law and grandson of the Alter Rebbe—was delivered on the
verse "wawn apy M. It explores profound aspects of Divine service through the mystical framework of the

sefirot, Kabbalistic anatomy (such as the levels of Ze’er Anpin and Arich Anpin), and the power of human
love for G-d—especially 778% 922 7278, love “with all your might.” Central to the maamar is the concept that

Torah, prayer, and teshuvah can draw down transcendent light from the highest realms into this world,
transforming the soul and the cosmos.

The discourse unfolds with great precision, explaining how lower levels of love and service activate limited
Divine revelation, while mesirus nefesh (self-sacrifice) and intense devotion draw forth the Kesser—the
Crown, or Will of G-d—from its highest source, including both dimensions: Atik Yomin (pleasure) and Arich
Anpin (will). The culmination of the maamar is a call to serve G-d with utter dedication—through Torah,
prayer, and teshuvah—to elicit the highest light that transcends worlds yet descends to elevate them.

2PY 7108 Y 2737 DRTT W PIT? AT N3
Explanation pihgol
And behold, to understand the root of the above matters, based
on the verse “And it shall be (2p¥),” behold, the matter of the
large 7 is in the aspect of the knot of the tefillin, which is in the
aspect of 7, and it is in the aspect of n%%, who is constructed from
the back-side of &»°X, which is n129% of 7312n.
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And therefore it is in the aspect of speech within
thought—whereas thought itself is the aspect of 712°2 and 7132n,
etc., whereas X7 is the back-side of X»°X.

And this is the idea of the saying in n*¥/X73, for it is explained in
737 "1PA “two NWRY” — a point within a palace: meaning, the
N2 is a palace for the level of n*wR7, which is 27, called the
“point,” and the palace is thought, etc.

And concerning the matter of the knot of tefillin, see further
regarding the mitzvah of “guarded [matzos].”

And see further about the large n77 in 7791 77,0019 NY19 ,77, on
the verse MR 21X — printed in the ¥¥ nX>™p WY ,M170.

But the level of “rnann 72y X1 is from nanon of p°ny; see what
is written on the verse “If in My statutes...”

And the matter of “they make a mark™ (awi7), which is through
the level of “378n 922 (with all your might), as is proven from
the parsha “yiny ax mm,” and also the implication in the Talmud,
tractate Ni373, etc.

That is through occupation with Torah, as is written there: “What
shall become of the Torah?” Rather, at a time when Israel... etc.

One must preface what is written in the Idra Rabbah 129a: “That
path divides into the 613 paths of the Torah...” etc.—meaning in
the Kesser of Ze’er Anpin.

And this is through a drawing down (from Ketzutzim—see
further—the gates) of Arich Anpin into the skull of Ze’er Anpin,
and through this it is divided into the 613 paths, etc.

And the explanation is: Arich Anpin is the Supernal Will, and
that the extension of will into the middos of Ze’er Anpin is
through drawing from the essence and totality of the Supernal
Will.
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As explained based on the Zohar’s statement in Parshas Shemos,
on the verse “Tashuri MeRosh Amanah,” etc.

And therefore, all the drawing down of the 613 paths of the
Torah, with the seven Rabbinic mitzvos—together totaling 620,
which is Kesser of Ze’er Anpin—is through drawing from Arich
Anpin.

And it is necessary to draw down this level of Kesser through an
awakening from below—as our Sages said: “A sandal ties
crowns to its Creator” from the prayers of Israel, etc.

And this matter is explained elsewhere—that the middos of Ze’er
Anpin are the attributes that extend according to intellect, as an
analogy.

And therefore, from this perspective, there will be constrictions
and concealments, and even chesed is limited in vessels, and also
from the aspect of the opposing gevurah which limits and
prevents the chesed—only according to measure, etc.

Whereas through drawing from the level of Supernal
Will—which is the aspect of “abundant kindness”—this is “tying
crowns to his Creator,” which is Ze’er Anpin, through the
prayers of Israel with self-sacrifice in the recitation of Shema, in
the level of “with all your might.”

For through this, they draw from the Kesser of Arich Anpin into
the Kesser of Ze’er Anpin.

And as an analogy in physicality—the making of a crown that is
made for a king is from precious stones and gold, which are
physical inanimate things, but through refining and purifying
them, it is placed on the king’s head.

So too are the letters of prayer, which are inanimate—but
through self-sacrifice and love with all one’s might, they become
crowns, etc.

And this is: “they make a mark”—to draw the Kesser into Ze’er
Anpin, which is called “Makom.”
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And from Ze’er Anpin will be drawn the Kesser of the Nukvah,
who is called “Makomo shel Olam” through the ten sefiros of
Memalei Kol Almin and Soveiv Kol Almin.

However, one must understand: even when they do not make a
"mark" (2"2") in the aspect of "with all your might," still,
certainly the Kesser of Ze'eir Anpin is not, Heaven forbid,
lacking—

(for behold, the Kesser of the Nukvah is emanated in a secret of
root and does not depart even at the time of sin—that is, through
the sin itself, and how much more so through fulfilling [the
mitzvos] with all your heart and all your soul).

But the matter is known: that the drawing down of the Kesser
into the Nukvah is only [a third] of a third. And in the fourth
year, all its fruit shall be holy, praises, etc.—see there.

Whereas the two upper thirds are those that cannot descend
downward at all; rather, they are the aspect of Tiferes within the
essence of the lights.

And similarly is the drawing down of the Kesser of Ze’eir Anpin
from the lower third of Tevunah (737n), etc.

And all this is drawn through love “with all your heart” and
“with all your soul,” which is the level of Inner Light (°»°19 9iX);
therefore, through it only the lower third light will be drawn
down.

But through love “with all your might,” which is the level of
Makif (surrounding light), through this the Kesser is drawn from
the two upper thirds, which is the aspect of Tiferes from within
the essence of the lights.

And this is what is called “making a mark” (2"w Pww).

Or in another manner: for behold, the Kesser is composed of two
aspects—Atik Yomin (7°»% 2°ny) and Arich Anpin (P9IR 7X),
and it is the aspects of pleasure and will.

And it is called “back and front,” for pleasure is the inwardness
of will.
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And this is also the concept of the upper half and lower half.

Therefore, that the Kesser should be drawn from the upper
half—that is, from Atik Yomin—this is called “making a mark”
(a"wM), etc.

And see what is written elsewhere: that from this level it is called
“My holiness is higher than your holiness”—and this is through
Teshuvah.

“Teshuv Hashem”—meaning, that the [letter| Heh returns and
the Supernal Heh (Binah) is drawn to be Kesser for Ze’eir Anpin
from the essence of Binah, and not from its lower half, etc.

And this is the level of “making a mark” through Teshuvah and
“with all your might,” and through Torah.

And this is as explained above in the name of the Idra Rabbah:
“that path spreads into 613 paths of the Torah,” etc.—this is the
Kesser of Ze’eir Anpin, drawn from Arich Anpin through the
Torah, which is composed of 613 mitzvos from the Torah and
seven Rabbinic mitzvos.

As is also written in Pri Etz Chayim in the kavanos of the night
of Shavuos: to draw the Kesser of Ze’eir Anpin through
involvement in Torah, etc.

And see what is written elsewhere on the verse “Go forth and see
the crown with which his mother crowned him on the day of his
wedding”—this is Matan Torah.

And see below on the verse “See, I give...”—that Hashem gives
him his entire burden, etc.—310 worlds, etc.

There is also explained the matter of the lower half of the level
of Kesser, which is the concept of 310 worlds, etc.—half from
the 620, etc.

And the matter of the upper half—see there also.

(The three types of man, and the fourth level—Kesser—and the
intermediary, Daas. And this is sufficient for the understanding.)
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[NOTE Summary

The maamar opens by interpreting the large letter 7 in the word "7nX" from Shema Yisrael as referring to the
“knot of the tefillin”, symbolizing the level of Leah, which is speech within thought—part of the spiritual
anatomy known as the back-side (2*711X) of Imma (Binah). In contrast, thought itself is rooted in Binah and
Tevunah, and higher still is Chochmabh, called reishis (beginning). The discourse then brings the teaching
from the Zohar and Tikunei Zohar that these dimensions are like the “point” (¥721) housed within the
“palace” (X72°77), revealing a multi-layered structure of Divine consciousness.

The next stage discusses how Torah study draws down the level of Kesser of Ze’er Anpin via its source in
Arich Anpin, by way of the 613 mitzvos. This flow passes through the skull (gulgalta) of Ze’er Anpin and
splits into 613 pathways, a system alluded to in the Idra Rabbah and Pri Etz Chayim. The only way to properly
draw down this lofty light is through Torah study, but specifically through study that involves the whole
soul—b’chol me’odecha, love “with all your might.”

Then comes a revolutionary insight: Even when Jews serve G-d without this “with all your might” intensity, the
Kesser is not absent. However, it is only drawn in limited fashion—the lower third of Kesser. The two upper
thirds of Kesser remain inaccessible unless the Jew activates self-sacrifice, teshuvah, and pure, boundless
love. These two upper thirds correspond to the pleasure (Atik Yomin) and inner will (Arich Anpin) of G-d,
which are normally hidden and unreachable.

The maamar introduces the image of ""arw= PwY"—*making an impression”—meaning the soul creates a
spiritual impression that draws down the higher Kesser, including its upper half, through the vehicle of
teshuvah, Torah, and prayer with mesirus nefesh. This is also reflected in the pasuk “77vya 71K A1KRY,”
referring to the crown that a mother (Binah) gives her son (Ze’er Anpin) on the day of his wedding—Matan
Torah—when the Jewish people received the full transmission of Divine Will.

The discourse concludes with the idea that G-d “gives him the full load”—symbolized by the gift of 310
worlds, which corresponds to half of 620 (979n), the numerical value of Kesser. The bottom half of Kesser is
these 310 worlds, but only through complete connection can the upper half also be drawn down. The
intermediary for accessing all of this is Daas, the bridge between finite service and infinite reward.

Practical Takeaway

Surface-level devotion is not enough to unlock the full power of Torah and mitzvos. We must go beyond our
comfort zones—learning with passion, praying with sincerity, doing teshuvah with vulnerability, and loving G-d
with “all your might.” This draws down the highest Divine Will and pleasure into our lives and the world.
Only then do we access not just the lower third, but the hidden two-thirds of G-d’s crown—His innermost
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desire and joy. Every act of love, selflessness, and depth creates a 2w (spiritual impression) that transforms
reality.

Chassidic Story

Once, during a harsh winter in Lubavitch, the Tzemach Tzedek emerged from his study after hours of secluded
learning. He found a simple chassid in the beis midrash crying softly over a siddur during Shema. The Rebbe
paused, placed his hand on the man’s shoulder, and said: “That 7 of “71X’ you just cried through? It reached
farther than all the intellect of the yeshiva.” He later explained: “When a Jew says ‘Hashem is One’ with his
whole me’odecha—even without understanding—he draws down the Kesser itself. That is 2"w" P, ”

(Source: Sippurim Nora’im, Vol. 2, story of R’ Moshe Kopust, and oral traditions from Lubavitch)

END NOTE]

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

16


http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

