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And it was, when Pharaoh sent the people. It appears to
explain that behold, “Pharaoh” is called the evil inclination, for
he is the letters of “the neck,” because he stiffens the neck of a
person. And behold, sometimes a person is aroused to
repentance and regrets what he has done, and confesses and
abandons his sins.

And this is “when Pharaoh sent,” its explanation is that he sent
him from his sins. “The people” hints to the simple people.
“And God did not lead them” means, nevertheless, there is no
rest before Him, may His Name be blessed, and there is no
consolation before Him over his abandoning his sins.

Because he grasps the rope at its two ends, for even though he
grasps good traits, they are not in perfection. And this is “the
way of the land of the Philistines,” a hint that we find that the
Philistines were somewhat more proper in conduct than the
other nations.

For they drew Isaac near, as Abimelech said, “Behold, my land
is before you” (Genesis 20:15), and nevertheless it is stated,
“and the Philistines envied him” (Genesis 26:14), that their
goodness was not in perfection. So too, this one who abandons
his sins and does not abandon them completely.

“For it is near,” its explanation is that this person is near to
return to his waywardness. “For God said lest the people
reconsider when they see war,” meaning when the war of the
evil inclination rises against them.

“And they will return to Egypt,” its explanation is that they will
return to the “strait of the sea,” meaning to their original
confinement entirely. “And God turned the people [around] by
way of the wilderness of the Sea of Reeds.”

Its explanation is that the Holy One, blessed be He, in His
abundant mercy, effects causes to turn the people to His good
way. “The way of the wilderness” means through seclusion like
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a wilderness. “Sea of Reeds” means also through the Torah,
which is called “sea.”

“And armed, the children of Israel went up from the land of “YIN DMNn YRR PRI 012 1%y owinm
Egypt,” its explanation is that the completely righteous, who are ORI oW 0°39m7 03T D°R0TNT AR
called by the name “Israel,” ascend from Egypt with armed 072 LI2Y KO DI 171 0792 %D ORI
weapons, so that the evil inclination does not rule over them. ¥ %L
“And Moses took the bones of Joseph,” a hint to the great “DiT33 P780 DY 7 "ART NINLY DR Ay npn
righteous one called by the name “Moses,” that he took for QW N7 XYY NRYY hwn® owa RIpI
himself the trait of “Joseph,” meaning that he strengthens NingY) PANL XY PAIORAY 10T ,7NeP
himself with firmness and bones in the service of the Creator, oR .PAN 1YY ningy 7120’ X137 n7iava
blessed be He. “Bones” is an expression of strength. And this is Ta5.

sufficient for the understanding.

[NOTE Summary:

In his teaching on the verse “And it was when Pharaoh sent the people,” Rabbi Elimelech explains that
Pharaoh is not only a historical figure, but a symbol of the evil inclination. The word “Pharaoh” alludes to the
“neck,” representing stubbornness and spiritual rigidity that prevents a person from fully turning toward
holiness. At times, a person awakens to repentance, regrets past actions, confesses, and even abandons sin, yet
this departure is often incomplete. Such a person is described as “grasping the rope at both ends” — holding
on to improvement while still retaining traces of the old patterns.

This is why the verse says, “And God did not lead them” in the straightforward path. There is not yet full
divine satisfaction, because repentance that is partial lacks inner wholeness. Rabbi Elimelech compares this to
the Philistines, who displayed a degree of civility and even kindness toward Isaac, yet still harbored jealousy.
Their goodness was real, but not complete. Similarly, a person who abandons sin without fully uprooting it
remains close to returning to his former state when challenged by inner struggle, described as “war.”

Out of compassion, God redirects the person’s path: “God turned the people by way of the wilderness toward
the Sea.” The wilderness represents solitude, inner emptiness, and self-nullification — a space where old
attachments fall away. The Sea represents Torah, called a “sea” because of its depth and boundlessness.
Through solitude and Torah, a person can be guided toward genuine transformation.

Rabbi Elimelech then distinguishes the fully righteous, referred to as “Israel.” They ascend from Egypt — the
place of constraint — fully armed, meaning spiritually fortified, so that the evil inclination no longer
dominates them. Finally, “Moses took the bones of Joseph” teaches that true leadership and spiritual ascent
require adopting Joseph’s trait of inner strength and firmness. “Bones” symbolize durability and resilience in
divine service, an unshakable commitment that endures pressure and trial.
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Practical Takeaway:

True repentance requires more than remorse or partial change. A person must honestly examine whether they
have fully let go of destructive patterns or are still holding onto them subtly. Deep change comes through inner
solitude, humility, and immersion in Torah, building spiritual strength that does not collapse under challenge.
Only then does a person move from temporary improvement to lasting transformation.

Chassidic Story:

It is told of Rabbi Elimelech that a man once came to him seeking guidance after abandoning a sinful lifestyle,
yet repeatedly falling back into old habits. Rabbi Elimelech asked him, “When you leave the fire, do you still
warm your hands by its glow?” The man replied, “Yes, for a while.” Rabbi Elimelech said, “Then you have
not truly left the fire.” Only when the man committed to distancing himself fully — changing his environment,
routines, and inner attachments — did he find stability. Rabbi Elimelech taught that spiritual change must
reach the bones, not merely the surface, or the old heat will always pull a person back. END NOTE]

= nNR

Or one may say, “And it was when Pharaoh sent, etc.” For it
is stated in the Gemara: “One who walks on the road and has no
escort with him should engage in Torah” (Sotah 46a). And
seemingly, even without this, he is in any case always obligated
to engage in Torah.
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As in the statement of the tanna: one who walks on the road and
turns his heart away, etc. And it appears to me to give a reason
for the commandment of escorting.
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When the righteous escorts his fellow, they become bound to one 712 77 DWRDn 07 720 DY 1120 PUIROwD
another in their holiness and are made as one. And the holiness PYTRT 01 2V DY, ToRD Doyl anvpa
of this righteous one, who engages in Torah in his house. in°22 77iP2 POIYE.
Guards his fellow on the road, as if he himself were engaging in PRIV YAXY RI7I9KD 7772 $720 DR DY KO
Torah, because of their connection. But one who has no escort 17 Y PRY O DR ,aDWRNT Npngn AR
with him must himself engage in Torah. TIP3 POY? XY Y.

This is when the righteous one is the escort. But if he is a

. L : Y3 TR RIT DR 298,720 KT PUIRIWD 0
depressed and empty man, there is no benefit in his escorting o T

WM2N TW 03 AL NPYIR TR

him.
And on the contrary, he introduces his sadness into him and a0 1P°0973 IMAXY 12 07397 XIT 727X
interrupts him more than the holiness that is in him. 12 U N IRN.
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And this is “And it was when Pharaoh sent,” meaning that
because Pharaoh sent Israel because of the troubles that afflicted
him.

For every place where it is stated “And it was” is only distress.
And because of this he also introduced Israel into sadness.

And therefore “And God did not lead them, etc.” For if Pharaoh
had not escorted them, the Holy One, blessed be He, would have
led them by the way of the land of the Philistines.

Because their holiness would have guarded them. But because of
Pharaoh, who interrupted them from their holiness with his
sadness.

The Holy One, blessed be He, did not want to lead them by way
of the land of the Philistines, “for it is near.”

Meaning that this refers to Pharaoh, because Pharaoh had only
recently gone away from them.

And there was still an impression of his sadness within them.
And therefore “And He turned, etc.” And this is sufficient for the
understanding.

[NOTE Summary:
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Rabbi Elimelech offers a second interpretation of “And it was when Pharaoh sent...,” based on the teaching of
the Sages: one who walks on the road without an escort should engage in Torah. At first glance this is puzzling,
since a person is always obligated to study Torah regardless. He explains that the mitzvah of escorting is not
merely physical protection, but a spiritual bond. When a righteous person escorts his fellow, they become

spiritually connected, almost as one. The holiness of the righteous escort, who may remain at home studying

Torah, continues to guard the traveler on the road as if he himself were learning Torah, due to this inner

connection.

However, this only works when the escort is a righteous person. If the escort is sad, empty, or spiritually weak,

then his presence does not protect the traveler. On the contrary, he transmits his sadness and inner blockage to

the other, weakening him spiritually more than benefiting him.

This idea explains the verse “And it was when Pharaoh sent Israel.” Pharaoh sent Israel not out of goodwill, but
because of the suffering and troubles that struck him. Wherever the word “And it was” appears, it indicates
distress. Pharaoh’s inner state of anguish and negativity accompanied Israel and infused them with sadness.
Because Pharaoh was, in effect, their “escort,” his spiritual state interfered with their holiness.
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Had Pharaoh not escorted them, God could have led Israel by way of the land of the Philistines, because their
holiness alone would have protected them. But since Pharaoh had only just departed from them, and the imprint
of his sadness was still present, God did not want to lead them on that path. Therefore, “He turned them away,”
guiding them instead through a different route, allowing time and distance for that negative influence to
dissipate.

Practical Takeaway:

Spiritual influence is contagious. The people we walk with, physically and emotionally, shape our inner state.
True support must come from those who are spiritually grounded and positive, not from those who carry
unresolved sadness or negativity. Choosing the right companions and environments is itself a form of
protection and growth.

END NOTE]
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