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And these are the judgments, etc. Regarding the
juxtaposition of the verse "You shall not ascend My
altar by steps, so that your nakedness will not be
exposed upon it" and "And these are the judgments”,
it seems to me that it is written (Tehillim 69:31): "l will
praise the name of God with song, and | will magnify
Him with thanksgiving."
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Behold, there are two levels in the attribute of the
righteous. That is, there is a righteous person who
always ascends in his spiritual level, cleaving to
Hashem, blessed be He, and he constantly praises
Him with songs and praises.
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And when this righteous person experiences some
goodness from Him, blessed be He, then he cleaves
even more to Hashem, blessed be He, and
recognizes even more His greatness, blessed be He,
and praises the Creator, blessed be He, even more.
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However, one who is cleaving to Him with the
greatest attachment and greatest desire, he does not
praise Him more now just because of the goodness
He has done for him more than before. Rather,
because of the goodness, he recognizes His
greatness, blessed be He, and praises Him with
even more desire and attachment.
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And there is one who is not on this level, but he
recognizes the goodness of the Blessed One and
praises the Creator, Blessed is He, for the goodness
that was done for him. And according to his
recognition of the goodness, he praises more.
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And there is a distinction between the praises of the
aforementioned righteous ones. That is, the righteous
person who reaches greater attachment because of
the goodness and praises the Creator, Blessed is He,
with more devotion, as mentioned, is on a high level.
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However, he is not permitted to ascend beyond his
current level at the time of praise and glorification. For
if he elevates himself beyond his level, he then brings
forth his own lowliness in contrast, and foreign
thoughts and distractions enter him, Heaven forbid.
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But when he praises due to his recognition of
goodness, then according to his level of recognition,
he can praise even more, and it does not harm him.
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And this is: "You shall not ascend My altar by
isteps"—meaning that songs and praises in devotion
and recognition of His greatness are in place of a
sacrifice. That is, one brings himself closer to the
Creator, Blessed is He, and to the higher worlds, and
is called an altar.
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And this is what the verse says: "You shall not
ascend by steps", meaning that at the time of songs
and praises, which are in place of the sacrifice, one
should not ascend beyond his level.
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"You shall not ascend by steps"—meaning, do not
ascend beyond your level, so that "your nakedness
will not be exposed upon it", that is, so that your
own lowliness does not become elevated against you
and distractions do not befall you, as mentioned
above.
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And next to this, it states: "And these are the
judgments that you shall set before
them"—meaning, these are the aforementioned
judgments that | have told you, which you shall set
before them.
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Meaning, before the righteous who are not on a high
level but who recognize the goodness of Hashem,
Blessed be He, that is before them, you can place
these judgments.
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That is, such a person can ascend in level more and
more according to his recognition.
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And this is "l will praise the name of God with song
and | will magnify Him with thanksgiving"—meaning, |
uphold both aspects of goodness. That is, when | am
on this level to praise with songs and praises, and not
because of the goodness, as mentioned above, but
rather due to my recognition of His greatness,
Blessed is He.

NTINQ 772K 1'Y2 D778 DY N770K 0T
12107 ,RDM2'07 AN 7'T0N IRY M7 Ny
NiN2YN| NiN'Ya N2aYY It NTNA 'IXYD
n120 NN OX '3 ,7"12 N2ivD 7'aWa N7
112N IN7T3.

Then | uphold my level and do not praise beyond my
level. And this is "l will praise with song", meaning,
not beyond my level.
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And "l will magnify Him with thanksgiving", and
thanksgiving alludes to a person who praises for his
own benefit, as it says in the Gemara: "Four must
give thanks."
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Meaning, when | am in this state to praise Him due to
my recognition of His goodness, then "l will magnify
Him with thanksgiving", more according to my
recognition.
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And this is what our Sages said: "Then Moshe will
sing, etc." (Shemot 15:1). It does not say 'sang' but
'will sing'—from here is a hint to the resurrection of
the dead in the Torah.
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And one can ask why specifically here there is a hint
to the resurrection of the dead.
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This can be explained based on the above: That at
the Exodus from Egypt, they were on a low level, for
they were praising for the revealed goodness.
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And this is what the verse says: "Then he will sing",
meaning, at the time of the resurrection, then they
will praise on the level of song, as mentioned above.
And this is easy to understand.
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