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Introduction
Menachem Mendel of Horodok (1730 to 1788), one of the foremost early disciples of the Baal Shem Tov and a
spiritual ancestor of the Chabad tradition, is known for his profound maamarim that illuminate the inner
workings of the soul and its constant transformations. In this maamar, he reveals how every shifting emotional
state, every rise and fall, and every garment of consciousness is part of the divine choreography that shapes the
service of a Jew.

From the teaching of our Sages of blessed memory on the R2217 2108 By 179727 233737 129nia0 aRnn
verse, “And Yosef came home to do his work” (Bereishit (R 0% PWRI2) "INRYR NiRy® anveg e
39:11), meaning to do his needs, except that the likeness of the 12177 NAT §92 ANRIY RIN 1IN NIy xonw
image of his father appeared to him in the window. 199032 AR Y.
Yet it is seemingly a wonder regarding the statement of our 12727 031727 °0127 MR 7R 77IRIGY
Sages that Yosef obligates the wicked, since he did not sin. For X9 .RUD XY IR "DOVYT DY 2200 AP
he refrained because he saw the likeness of his father, and 2% 9117 NIAT DX INMRT °197 RLOD %Y vIn

perhaps all wicked people, if such an appearance had been 12 077 DRI 0T OR DOYWT 92 V2R L 1aR
shown to them, would likewise have refrained from sin. Rivngn 0ovIn 1.

Rather, the matter is the understanding of the teaching of our 031727 3°0127 MR NI2T RIT PIVT DR
Sages that the garments she wore for him in the morning she 7 AL X2 v 7 AwaRY 00720 79730

did not wear for him in the evening, in order to adorn herself 10 RYNAY >722 AR 197 ANYY INRSNAY N°27Y

before Yosef so she would find favor in his eyes. Y.

And behold, in the way of physical adornment, so too is the I¥°7 MIAD 77 12 NPRWAT MIRENT 7172 7IM

way of the enticements of the evil inclination toward a person. 2922 XPY IR °2) ny g7 7R 0IR? ¥

Always, when he battles with him and sees that he cannot IR I3 Paxy whatn oy 1ok 15,

overcome him in one manner, he clothes himself in another

manner.

If he does not capture him with this, he clothes himself in yet 92 IR IV XY whan 12 03 1797 X9 oX

another manner, with whatever he can find, and he casts him 720X ,N2XY IR Agnia 172990 170 RY¥HA WR

down through joy or sadness, love or fear. R N

And in this manner is the service of a person toward his Creator 1 92 X712 NY OTRT N7y R A] AT OO

all the days of his life. 7.

For not all times are equal, a time to love and a time to hate, for . . s .
A1 °2 XYL Ny AR? Ny LN 0°ny 92 X7 03

this is the whole nature of a person, that he changes at every . - . :
. R . . INPO YA 2221 1Y 923 M3Wn RIAY 7RG 92
time and every moment his vitality, as is known that it is the S Lo ‘

, , IPRY 77X WD) A 0B TV XY YITID
concept of shedding a form and taking on a form, for he cannot 7 B R TR S L ol e
NOR 237 %Y 17277 7iny? Pior.

stand long on one foot. 2 . .
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And this is the meaning of, “For but a moment is His anger, life
is in His favor” (Tehillim 30:6). Therefore, if he acted
intentionally and did not pray, his time has passed and what has
been distorted cannot be corrected, since a person was created to
honor Him, may He be blessed, and to glorify his Maker.

Meaning, for the sake of the honor of His kingship in all
dominion, in all times for the good, in every measure and in
every place in which he stands. And if he missed one prayer, it is
impossible to make it up afterward by praying twice, since he
prays in a different manner, having changed from what he was.

Unless it was in error or compulsion, and the Merciful One
exempts, for from Hashem this occurred, all compulsions, and
His will, may He be blessed, is specifically for two prayers in
the particular manner he is now, which does not apply in the
case of intentional neglect.

And the matter of the change in a person’s service of Him, may
He be blessed, is also called garments, for the garments he wears
in the morning he does not wear in the evening.

But the concept of all garments, whether of holiness or of
impurity, of spirituality or physicality, is the concept of
adornment, as is known that something constant is not adorned
except through change, and the more one increases the better.

And since all the worlds are for His honor, may He be blessed,
as in the saying, “All that is called by My name and for My
glory” (Yeshayahu 43:7), therefore from the day Elokim created
man until the end of all generations, there is no day equal to its
fellow.

And no moment becomes equal to its fellow in the conduct of all
the worlds, from the highest height to the lowest rung, and never
was nor will there be, from the six days of Creation until the
end, any two moments that are equal.

And no two human beings are equal, for if so, why would the
second one exist. And the entire concept of change is called a
garment, as has been explained.

("N 72 07IR) 19872 070 1983 Y37 027 N
220 X7 nYwnn T27 139 Y2207 X9) T DX 127)
WO 7720 179297 X121 O NP7 ,1P0?
7395,

DAY 2232 ,770RR 293 Indon 7123 av %Y
N2y oR) 7RIV RITY Dipn 9223 770 993 ,72507
1298072 72 IR AYPYT? WO X NOX 71790
Y MAYIY NN 772 2720 MY .00
Y.

1 DRR 2, AW RIATD) 03X 1WA X2 DX
DW2 RR1T T30 1IN, 2703 72 INT o]
12 PRY WY RIAY 777 IR Nivan
TI03.

W1 12 03 77207 INTIAY2 DTG NIAYT 1Y)
N2y W2I% R N w217 0072 ,00uhan.

12790 90 IR UTR DV 0owang 92 11y DaR
YITID MIRDNIT TIY RIT,NPRY) IR NI oy
531 ,MIAYE T 9Y DX 7D N IR TR N2TY
R a1 13 73720

22" MR’ 7207 179297 0 ninRiva B2 NN
122,991 (T 0 WmYWY) TR0 YA KRl
77 7R NiNiTa 92 Ai0 7Y o8 0°F0R X2 oin

a2 MY o,

92 N33 IV AR MY RYI VI 22 TR
,29%0 N3N A1i0 7Y 117y i Ningivy

TV URIR R DWW W K21 M Ko 07l
W YR W DY Ao,

WionY 3 WA27R Kp) NERY.

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

7''o2

Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz

Parshas Vayeishev (2)

And this is, “Hashem is King, He has clothed Himself in
majesty” (Tehillim 93:1), for the concept of kingship is the
concept of creation, for there is no king without a people.

And after He reigned, He clothed Himself in majesty, for His
greatness becomes recognized through the garments.

But the matter that change is called garment is because, in truth,
all physical adornment and that of the kelipah have no true love
and no true fear, but everything is from Him, may He be blessed,
who shines within them and enlivens them according to the
manner that He is.

And this is the concept of His kingship in all dominion, as is
known, for behold, “The world is built upon kindness” (Tehillim
89:3), which is the concept of His expansion.

But since it is impossible for any creation to exist except
through His self-contraction, for He, being infinite, blessed be
He, fills, there is a necessity for contraction which is gevurot.

And through gevurot alone the world also cannot endure, for it is
the progression of the withholding of expansion, as in the
saying, that at first it arose in thought to create the world with
the attribute of judgment, and He saw the world could not
endure, so He joined the attribute of mercy.

For the joining of both is called mercy, while kindness is called
expansion without limit.

Which is kindness that fills every lack, and if all lack were to be
filled, then the nullification of creation would return to the
simple and complete oneness.

But mercy, which is the joining of the two attributes in the
manner of an adjudicator and intermediary, is the essence of
creation and its sustenance, and this is called beauty as
mentioned above.

Since the cause of beauty and adornment is multiplicity and
change, so too the matter of colors, for through their increase
they beautify, not with a single color.
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And likewise the matter of creation, which is through the joining
of judgment and mercy, is beauty to its Maker and beauty for
Him from the human being who blesses, “Blessed is his Maker,
blessed is He who has such things in His world,” even when he
sees a beautiful non Jew.

It follows that when a person clothes himself from the evil
inclination in whatever garment it may be, love or fear, when he
returns and contemplates, From where does this creature live.
Behold, Hashem is the One who shines within it and clothes
Himself in it to glorify His Maker, for the sake of the honor of
His kingship in all dominion, even in this kelipah because of
compassion.

And when he looks to the Rock from which he was hewn, then
all workers of iniquity are scattered, as in the saying, “Like wax
melts before fire, so perish the wicked before Elokim” (Tehillim
68:3), and the evil inclination is nullified from him.

And this is the matter of Yaakov and Yisrael, for Yaakov is yud
ekev, which is the saying, “All of them You have made with
wisdom” (Tehillim 104:24), and the supernal wisdom called yud
is in the heel and the level of the lowly and is clothed in
materiality and even in kelipot.

But when the person clothes himself in it, he must be Yisrael as
mentioned above, which is like the saying, “Yisrael, in whom I
glory” (Yeshayahu 49:3), which is the understanding of the
matter and its vitality.

Meaning, that the wisdom from where it is found is Hashem,
this, and this is the word Yaakov, which grasps both ends, as in
the saying, “Were it not for the Elokim of Avraham,” which is
kindness, “and the fear of Yitzchak,” which is gevurah.

And this 1s why the name Yaakov was not uprooted from him,
only Yisrael was added, for the advantage of the name Yaakov
comes through the adornment when he understands that Hashem
is Elokim, which is the joining of judgment and mercy.

Which is the matter of the garments of morning and evening, the
physical garments in which he clothed himself, he looked to the
Rock from which he was hewn through the window.
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His intellect and his comprehension, as in the saying, “He gazes
from the windows” (Shir HaShirim 2:9), and he saw the likeness
of the image of his father, which is Tiferet Yisrael as mentioned

TW) "NiiPAa T mIWY” VN3 N 193w
NN2R 1, PR TRPT T AN (0 2 2D

212 X
above. '

Therefore he restrained himself, and certainly he obligates the
wicked who do not contemplate and are not worthy of the honor
of Hashem upon them.

A light will shine upon the upright. DY IR 1A 1.
[NOTE Summary:

The maamar explains that the human being is in a state of continual change, never remaining the same from one
moment to the next. This variability reflects the structure of creation itself, where no two moments and no two

DOYYI DX 221 RI7 RNI2 197), 103y van 199
DY ‘7 7I23 OOINTY) OONTAND OPRY.

beings are ever identical. All change is described as a garment, because just as garments express beauty through
variation, so spiritual garments reveal divine splendor through their continual transformation.

Yosef’s vision of his father’s image is interpreted as the soul’s moment of clarity. Even when the evil
inclination wraps itself in different emotional garments of love or fear, joy or sadness, those garments contain
divine vitality. When one reflects on the source of this vitality, the kelipah collapses and the evil inclination is
nullified. This is the dynamic of Yaakov and Yisrael, representing wisdom clothed even in lowly states, and the
power to elevate these states when the person awakens to their divine root.

Creation itself emerges from the interplay of kindness and judgment, whose balanced union is called mercy, the
spiritual quality of tiferet. Beauty and splendor arise through multiplicity and shifting colors, which parallel the
endless variation in emotional and spiritual states found in human service. Yosef reached the level of Tiferet
Yisrael by looking through the “window” of insight, seeing the image of his father, and grounding himself in
his divine source. This is why he “obligates the wicked,” for all people can access this perspective if they
choose to contemplate deeply.

Practical Takeaway:

Each emotional state, even the difficult ones, contains divine energy waiting to be elevated. When you pause
and ask yourself, “From where does this feeling live,” you uncover the light within the moment. By
remembering your spiritual root and looking toward the Rock from which you were hewn, you transform your
inner garments into pathways of divine service, and every moment becomes an opportunity for growth and
beauty.

Chassidic Story:
When Menachem Mendel of Horodok journeyed to the Holy Land, many disciples traveled with him. Among
them was a young man who struggled with fluctuating emotional states. One day he approached the Rebbe and
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lamented, “Rebbe, at times I feel aflame in prayer, and at other times I feel cold and distracted. How can a
servant of Hashem be so inconsistent.”

The Rebbe looked at him gently and said, “Do you know why musicians use many notes. Because beauty lives
in change. A single note repeated without variation is not music.”

Then he added, “The soul also plays music. Every emotion is a note, and Hashem clothes Himself in each one
so you may serve Him through it.”

Years later, in Tiberias, the same disciple recounted that this teaching changed his life. Whenever he felt shaken
by an inner struggle, he reminded himself that Hashem was giving him a new garment for that moment’s
service. Instead of resisting the changes, he entered them with awareness, and each one became a doorway to
deeper devotion.

END NOTE]
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