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Introduction​
Menachem Mendel of Horodok (1730 to 1788), one of the foremost early disciples of the Baal Shem Tov and a 

spiritual ancestor of the Chabad tradition, is known for his profound maamarim that illuminate the inner 
workings of the soul and its constant transformations. In this maamar, he reveals how every shifting emotional 
state, every rise and fall, and every garment of consciousness is part of the divine choreography that shapes the 

service of a Jew. 

From the teaching of our Sages of blessed memory on the 
verse, “And Yosef came home to do his work” (Bereishit 
39:11), meaning to do his needs, except that the likeness of the 
image of his father appeared to him in the window. 

 

״וַיּבָאֹ פָּסוּק עַל לִבְרָכָה זִכְרוֹנָם רַבּוֹתֵינוּ מִמַּאֲמַר  
י״א( ל״ט )בְּרֵאשִׁית מְלַאכְתּוֹ״ לַעֲשׂוֹת הַבַּיתְָה יוֹסֵף  
דִּיּוּקְנוֹ דְּמוּת לוֹ שֶׁנּרְִאֲתָה אֶלָּא צְרָכָיו, לַעֲשׂוֹת שֶׁהִיא  

בַּחַלּוֹן אָבִיו שֶׁל . 

Yet it is seemingly a wonder regarding the statement of our 
Sages that Yosef obligates the wicked, since he did not sin. For 
he refrained because he saw the likeness of his father, and 
perhaps all wicked people, if such an appearance had been 
shown to them, would likewise have refrained from sin. 

לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנםָ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ מַאֲמַר תְּמִיהָה שֶׁלְּכָאוֹרָה   
הֲלֹא חָטָא. שֶׁלֹּא אַחַר הָרְשָׁעִים״ אֶת מְחַיּבֵ ״יוֹסֵף  

שֶׁל דִּיּוּקְנוֹ דְּמוּת אֶת רְאִיּתָוֹ מִפְּניֵ מֵחֵטְא עַצְמוֹ מָנעַ  
כֵּן לָהֶם נרְִאֵית הָיתְָה אִם הָרְשָׁעִים כָּל וְאוּלַי אָבִיו,  
מֵחֲטוֹא נמְִנעִָים הָיוּ . 

Rather, the matter is the understanding of the teaching of our 
Sages that the garments she wore for him in the morning she 
did not wear for him in the evening, in order to adorn herself 
before Yosef so she would find favor in his eyes. 

זכְִרוֹנםָ רַבּוֹתֵינוּ מַאֲמַר הֲבָנתַ הוּא הָעִניְןָ אֲבָל   
לוֹ לָבְשָׁה לֹא שַׁחֲרִית לוֹ שֶׁלָּבְשָׁה שֶׁהַבְּגָדִים לִבְרָכָה  
חֵן שֶׁתִּמְצָא בִּכְדֵי יוֹסֵף לִפְניֵ עַצְמָהּ לְהִתְפָּאֵר עֲרָבִית  
 .בְּעֵיניָו

And behold, in the way of physical adornment, so too is the 
way of the enticements of the evil inclination toward a person. 
Always, when he battles with him and sees that he cannot 
overcome him in one manner, he clothes himself in another 
manner. 

הַיּצֵֶר פִּתּוּייֵ דֶּרֶךְ כֵּן הַגַּשְׁמִיּוּת הִתְפָּאֲרוּת כְּדֶרֶךְ וְהִנּהֵ   
יכָוֹל שֶׁלֹּא ירְִאֶה וְכִי עִמּוֹ בְּהִלָּחֲמוֹ תָּמִיד. לָאָדָם הָרָע  
אַחֵר בְּעִניְןָ עַצְמוֹ מַלְבִּישׁ זהֶ בְּאפֶֹן לוֹ . 

If he does not capture him with this, he clothes himself in yet 
another manner, with whatever he can find, and he casts him 
down through joy or sadness, love or fear. 

כָּל אַחֵר בְּעִניְןָ עַצְמוֹ מַלְבִּישׁ בָּזהֶ גַּם ילְָכְדֵהוּ לֹא אִם   
אַהֲבָה עֲצֵבוּת, אוֹ בְּשִׂמְחָה וְהַפִּילֵהוּ ידָוֹ תִּמְצָא אֲשֶׁר  

ירְִאָה אוֹ . 

And in this manner is the service of a person toward his Creator 
all the days of his life. 

ימְֵי כָּל בּוֹרְאוֹ אֶת הָאָדָם עֲבוֹדַת הוּא זהֶ דֶּרֶךְ וְעַל   
 .חַיּיָו

For not all times are equal, a time to love and a time to hate, for 
this is the whole nature of a person, that he changes at every 
time and every moment his vitality, as is known that it is the 
concept of shedding a form and taking on a form, for he cannot 
stand long on one foot. 

 

זהֶ כִּי לִשְׂנוֹא, וְעֵת לֶאֱהבֹ עֵת שָׁווֹת, הָעִתִּים כָּל לֹא כִּי  
חַיּוּתוֹ רֶגַע וּבְכָל עֵת בְּכָל מְשַׁנּהֶ שֶׁהוּא הָאָדָם כָּל  

שֶׁאֵינוֹ צוּרָה וְלוֹבֵשׁ צוּרָה פּוֹשֵׁט עִניְןָ שֶׁהוּא כַּיּדָוּעַ  
אַחַת רֶגֶל עַל הַרְבֵּה לַעֲמוֹד יכָוֹל . 
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And this is the meaning of, “For but a moment is His anger, life 
is in His favor” (Tehillim 30:6). Therefore, if he acted 
intentionally and did not pray, his time has passed and what has 
been distorted cannot be corrected, since a person was created to 
honor Him, may He be blessed, and to glorify his Maker. 

 

ו׳(. ל׳ )תְּהִלִּים בִּרְצוֹנוֹ״ חַיּיִם בְּאַפּוֹ רֶגַע ״כִּי וְזהֶוּ  
יוּכַל לֹא מְעוּוָּת זמְַנּוֹ עָבַר הִתְפַּלֵּל וְלֹא הִזּיִד אִם וְלָכֵן  

וּלְפָאֵר יתְִבָּרֵךְ לִכְבוֹדוֹ נבְִרָא אָדָם לִהְיוֹת לִתְקןֹ,  
 .לְיוֹצְרוֹ

Meaning, for the sake of the honor of His kingship in all 
dominion, in all times for the good, in every measure and in 
every place in which he stands. And if he missed one prayer, it is 
impossible to make it up afterward by praying twice, since he 
prays in a different manner, having changed from what he was. 

 

הָעִתִּים בְּכָל מֶמְשָׁלָה, בְּכָל מַלְכוּתוֹ כְּבוֹד שֵׁם עַל  
עָבַר וְאִם עוֹמֵד. שֶׁהוּא מָקוֹם וּבְכָל מִדָּה בְּכָל לְטוֹבָה,  

בְּהִתְפַּלְּלוֹ כָּךְ אַחַר לְהַשְׁלִימָהּ אֶפְשָׁר אִי אַחַת תְּפִלָּה  
לְמַה שֶׁנּשְִׁתַּנּהָ אַחֶרֶת בְּדֶרֶךְ מִתְפַּלֵּל שֶׁהֲרֵי שְׁתַּיםִ,  
 .שֶּׁהָיהָ

Unless it was in error or compulsion, and the Merciful One 
exempts, for from Hashem this occurred, all compulsions, and 
His will, may He be blessed, is specifically for two prayers in 
the particular manner he is now, which does not apply in the 
case of intentional neglect. 

 

ה׳ מֵאֵת כִּי פָּטְרֵיהּ, וְרַחֲמָנאָ וְאוֹנסֵ בִּשְׁגָגָה לֹא אִם  
בִּשְׁתֵּי דַּוְקָא יתְִבָּרֵךְ וְרְצוֹנוֹ הָאֻנסְִים, כָּל זאֹת הָיתְָה  

כֵּן שֶּׁאֵין מַה עַכְשָׁו, שֶׁהוּא דֶּרֶךְ בָּאוֹתוֹ תְּפִלּוֹת  
 .בְּהַמַּזּיִד

And the matter of the change in a person’s service of Him, may 
He be blessed, is also called garments, for the garments he wears 
in the morning he does not wear in the evening. 

 
נקְִרָאוּ כֵּן גַּם יתְִבָּרֵךְ בַּעֲבוֹדָתוֹ הָאָדָם הַשְׁתַּנּוּת וְעִניְןַ  

עַרְבִית לוֹבֵשׁ אֵינוֹ שַׁחֲרִית דְּלוֹבֵשׁ בְּגָדִים מַלְבּוּשִׁים, . 

But the concept of all garments, whether of holiness or of 
impurity, of spirituality or physicality, is the concept of 
adornment, as is known that something constant is not adorned 
except through change, and the more one increases the better. 

 

קְלִיפָּה, שֶׁל אוֹ קְדוּשָׁה שֶׁל הַמַּלְבּוּשִׁים כָּל עִניְןַ אֲבָל  
כַּיּדָוּעַ הִתְפָּאֲרוּת עִניְןַ הוּא גַּשְׁמִיּוּת, אוֹ רוּחָניִּוּת שֶׁל  

וְכָל הַשְׁתַּנוּת, ידְֵי עַל אִם כִּי מְפאָֹר אֵינוֹ תָּמִידִי שֶׁדָּבָר  
מְשֻׁבָּח זהֶ הֲרֵי הַמַּרְבֶּה . 

And since all the worlds are for His honor, may He be blessed, 
as in the saying, “All that is called by My name and for My 
glory” (Yeshayahu 43:7), therefore from the day Elokim created 
man until the end of all generations, there is no day equal to its 
fellow. 

 

״כָּל כְּמַאֲמַר יתְִבָּרֵךְ לִכְבוֹדוֹ הֵם הָעוֹלָמוֹת כָּל וּלְהִיוֹת  
וְלָכֵן וְכוּ׳, ז׳( מ״ג )ישְַׁעְיהָוּ וּלְכְבוֹדִי״ בִשְׁמִי הַנּקְִרָא  

לְךָ אֵין הַדּוֹרוֹת כָּל סוֹף עַד אָדָם אֱלֹקִים בְּראֹ מִיּוֹם  
לַחֲבֵירוֹ שָׁוֶה יוֹם . 

And no moment becomes equal to its fellow in the conduct of all 
the worlds, from the highest height to the lowest rung, and never 
was nor will there be, from the six days of Creation until the 
end, any two moments that are equal. 

 

כָּל הֲנהֲָגַת בְּעִניְןַ לַחֲבֵרְתָּהּ שָׁוֶה נעֲַשֵׂית רֶגַע כָּל וְאֵין  
הַשָּׁפָל, מַדְרֵגַת סוֹף עַד הָעֶלְיוֹן מֵרוֹם הָעוֹלָמוֹת  
עַד בְּרֵאשִׁית ימְֵי מִשֵּׁשֶׁת יהְִיהֶ וְלֹא הָיהָ לֹא וּמֵעוֹלָם  

שָׁוִין רְגָעִין שְׁניֵ שֶׁשׁוּם סוֹף . 

And no two human beings are equal, for if so, why would the 
second one exist. And the entire concept of change is called a 
garment, as has been explained. 

 
עִניְןַ וְכָל לָמָּה. הַשֵּׁניִ כֵּן שֶׁאִם שָׁוִים, אָדָם בְּניֵ וּשְׁניֵ  

שֶׁמְפוֹרָשׁ כְּמוֹ מַלְבּוּשׁ נקְִרָא הַשְׁתַּנּוּת . 
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And this is, “Hashem is King, He has clothed Himself in 
majesty” (Tehillim 93:1), for the concept of kingship is the 
concept of creation, for there is no king without a people. 

 
עִניְןָ כִּי א׳(, צ״ג )תְּהִלִּים לָבֵשׁ״ גֵּאוּת מָלָךְ ״ה׳ וְזהֶוּ  

עָם בְּלֹא מֶלֶךְ אֵין כִּי הַבְּרִיאָה עִניְןַ הוּא הַמְּלוּכָה . 

And after He reigned, He clothed Himself in majesty, for His 
greatness becomes recognized through the garments. 

 
ידְֵי עַל נכִֶּרֶת גְּדוּלָּתוֹ לִהְיוֹת לָבֵשׁ גֵּאוּת שֶׁמָּלַךְ וְאַחַר  

 .הַמַּלְבּוּשִׁים
But the matter that change is called garment is because, in truth, 
all physical adornment and that of the kelipah have no true love 
and no true fear, but everything is from Him, may He be blessed, 
who shines within them and enlivens them according to the 
manner that He is. 

 

כִּי הוּא מַלְבּוּשׁ נקְִרֵאת הַהִשְׁתַּנּוּת הֱיוֹת עִניְןַ אֲבָל  
גַּם לָהֶם אֵין הַקְּלִיפָּה וְשֶׁל הַגַּשְׁמִי הַתִּפְאֶרֶת כָּל בֶאֱמֶת  

הַמֵּאִיר יתְִבָּרֵךְ מֵאִתּוֹ הַכּלֹ אֶלָּא ירְִאָתָם, גַּם אַהֲבָתָם  
שֶׁהוּא הַדֶּרֶךְ אוֹתוֹ עַל אוֹתָם וּמְחַיּהֶ בְּתוֹכָם . 

And this is the concept of His kingship in all dominion, as is 
known, for behold, “The world is built upon kindness” (Tehillim 
89:3), which is the concept of His expansion. 

 
״עוֹלָם הִנּהֵ כִּי כַּיּדָוּעַ, מֶמְשָׁלָה בְּכָל מַלְכוּתוֹ עִניְןַ וְהוּא  
הִתְפַּשְׁטוּתוֹ עִניְןַ שֶׁהִיא ג׳(, פ״ט )תְּהִלִּים יבִָּנהֶ״ חֶסֶד  

 .יתְִבָּרֵךְ

But since it is impossible for any creation to exist except 
through His self-contraction, for He, being infinite, blessed be 
He, fills, there is a necessity for contraction which is gevurot. 

 
ידְֵי עַל אִם כִּי בְּרִיאָה שׁוּם אֶפְשָׁרוּת בִּלְתִּי לִהְיוֹת אֲבָל  

מְמַלֵּא, הוּא בָּרוּךְ סוֹף אֵין לִהְיוֹתוֹ עַצְמוֹ צִמְצוּם  
גְּבוּרוֹת שֶׁהוּא הַצִּמְצוּם לִהְיוֹת מֻכְרָח . 

And through gevurot alone the world also cannot endure, for it is 
the progression of the withholding of expansion, as in the 
saying, that at first it arose in thought to create the world with 
the attribute of judgment, and He saw the world could not 
endure, so He joined the attribute of mercy. 

 

הָעוֹלָם יכָוֹל אֵינוֹ כֵּן גַּם לְבַד הַגְּבוּרוֹת ידְֵי וְעַל  
הַתְּפַשְׁטוּת, הֶעְדֵּר הִשְׁתַּלְשְׁלוּת הִיא שֶׁהֲרֵי לְהִתְקַיּםֵ,  

הָעוֹלָם אֶת לִבְראֹ בְּמַחֲשָׁבָה עָלְתָה שֶׁבַּתְּחִלָּה כְּמַאֲמַר  
מִדַּת וְשִׁיתֵּף מִתְקַיּםֵ, הָעוֹלָם שֶׁאֵין וְרָאָה הַדִּין, בְּמִדַּת  

 .הָרַחֲמִים
For the joining of both is called mercy, while kindness is called 
expansion without limit. 

 
נקְִרָא חֶסֶד אֲבָל רַחֲמִים, נקְִרָא שְׁניֵהֶם שִׁיתּוּף כִּי  

גְבוּל בְּלִי הִתְפַּשְׁטוּת . 
Which is kindness that fills every lack, and if all lack were to be 
filled, then the nullification of creation would return to the 
simple and complete oneness. 

 
כָּל יתְִמַלְּאוּ וְאִם חֶסְרוֹן, כָּל לְמַלֵּאת חֶסֶד שֶׁהוּא  

אַחְדוּת אֶל הַבְּרִיאָה בִּיטּוּל חוֹזרֵ הֲרֵי חֶסְרוֹנוֹת  
וְהַשְּׁלֵמָה הַפְּשׁוּטָה . 

But mercy, which is the joining of the two attributes in the 
manner of an adjudicator and intermediary, is the essence of 
creation and its sustenance, and this is called beauty as 
mentioned above. 

 
הַמַּכְרִיעַ דֶּרֶךְ עַל שְׁניֵהֶם שִׁיתּוּף שֶׁהוּא הָרַחֲמִים אֲבָל  

הַנּקְִרֵאת וְהִיא וְקִיּוּמָהּ, הַבְּרִיאָה עִיקַּר הִיא וּמְמֻצָּע,  
כְּנ״ַל תִּפְאֶרֶת . 

Since the cause of beauty and adornment is multiplicity and 
change, so too the matter of colors, for through their increase 
they beautify, not with a single color. 

 
וְכֵן וְהַהִשְׁתַּנּוּת, הָרִיבּוּי הוּא וְהַתִּפְאֶרֶת הַיּפִֹי שֶׁסִּבַּת  
אֶחָד בְּגוֹן וְלֹא מְפָאֲרִים הֵם בְּהַרְבּוֹתָם כִּי הַגְּוָניִם עִניְןַ . 
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And likewise the matter of creation, which is through the joining 
of judgment and mercy, is beauty to its Maker and beauty for 
Him from the human being who blesses, “Blessed is his Maker, 
blessed is He who has such things in His world,” even when he 
sees a beautiful non Jew. 

 

וְרַחֲמִים, דִּין שִׁיתּוּף ידְֵי עַל שֶׁהִיא הַבְּרִיאָה עִניְןַ וְכֵן  
הַמְבָרֵךְ הָאָדָם מִן לוֹ וְתִפְאֶרֶת לְעוֹשָׂיהָּ תִּפְאֶרֶת הִיא  

כְּשֶׁרָאָה אֲפִלּוּ בְּעוֹלָמוֹ״ לוֹ שֶׁכָּכָה בָּרוּךְ יוֹצְרוֹ ״בָּרוּךְ  
נאֶָה גּוֹי . 

It follows that when a person clothes himself from the evil 
inclination in whatever garment it may be, love or fear, when he 
returns and contemplates, From where does this creature live. 

 
מַלְבּוּשׁ אֵיזהֶ הָרָע הַיּצֵֶר מִן מִתְלַבֵּשׁ כְּשֶׁהָאָדָם נמְִצָא  

מֵאֵין וּמִתְבּוֹנןֵ, כְּשֶׁחוֹזרֵ ירְִאָה, אוֹ אַהֲבָה שֶׁיּהְִיהֶ,  
חַי זהֶ ירְִקָא . 

Behold, Hashem is the One who shines within it and clothes 
Himself in it to glorify His Maker, for the sake of the honor of 
His kingship in all dominion, even in this kelipah because of 
compassion. 

 
לְיוֹצְרוֹ לְפָאֵר בּוֹ וּמִתְלַבֵּשׁ בְּתוֹכוֹ הַמֵּאִיר הוּא ה׳ הֲלֹא  
זוֹ בְּקְלִיפָּה אֲפִלּוּ מֶמְשָׁלָה בְּכָל מַלְכוּתוֹ כְּבוֹד שֵׁם עַל  

רַחֲמָנוּת מִחֲמַת . 

And when he looks to the Rock from which he was hewn, then 
all workers of iniquity are scattered, as in the saying, “Like wax 
melts before fire, so perish the wicked before Elokim” (Tehillim 
68:3), and the evil inclination is nullified from him. 

 
אָוֶן, פּעֲֹלֵי כָּל יתְִפָּרְדוּ שָׁם חֻצְּבּוֹ צוּר אֶל וּבְהַבִּיטוֹ  
מִפְּניֵ רְשָׁעִים יאֹבְדוּ אֵשׁ מִפְּניֵ דּוֹנגָ ״כְּהִמֵּס כְּמַאֲמַר  

מֵאִתּוֹ הָרָע הַיּצֵֶר וּמִתְבַּטֵּל ג׳(, ס״ח )תְּהִלִּים אֱלֹקִים״ . 

And this is the matter of Yaakov and Yisrael, for Yaakov is yud 
ekev, which is the saying, “All of them You have made with 
wisdom” (Tehillim 104:24), and the supernal wisdom called yud 
is in the heel and the level of the lowly and is clothed in 
materiality and even in kelipot. 

 

עָקֵב, י׳ הוּא יעֲַקבֹ לִהְיוֹת וְישְִׂרָאֵל, יעֲַקבֹ עִניְןַ וְזהֶוּ  
ק״ד )תְּהִלִּים עָשִׂיתָ״ בְּחָכְמָה ״כֻּלָּם מַאֲמַר שֶׁהוּא  
וּמַדְרֵגַת בָּעָקֵב הִיא יוּד הַנּקְִרֵאת עֶלְיוֹנהָ וְחָכְמָה כ״ד(,  

בַּקְּלִיפּוֹת וַאֲפִלּוּ בַּגַּשְׁמִים וּמִתְלַבֶּשֶׁת הַשְּׁפָלִים . 

But when the person clothes himself in it, he must be Yisrael as 
mentioned above, which is like the saying, “Yisrael, in whom I 
glory” (Yeshayahu 49:3), which is the understanding of the 
matter and its vitality. 

 
כְּנ״ַל, ישְִׂרָאֵל לִהְיוֹת צָרִיךְ בּוֹ הָאָדָם כְּשֶׁמִּתְלַבֵּשׁ אֲבָל  

)ישְַׁעְיהָוּ אֶתְפָּאֵר״ בְּךָ אֲשֶׁר ״ישְִׂרָאֵל כְּמַאֲמַר שֶׁהוּא  
וְחַיּוּתוֹ הָעִניְןָ הֲבָנתַ שֶׁהוּא ג׳(, מ״ט . 

Meaning, that the wisdom from where it is found is Hashem, 
this, and this is the word Yaakov, which grasps both ends, as in 
the saying, “Were it not for the Elokim of Avraham,” which is 
kindness, “and the fear of Yitzchak,” which is gevurah. 

 

מִלַּת וְהִיא זוֹ, ה׳ הֲלוֹא תִּמָּצֵא, מֵאַיןִ הַחָכְמָה שֶׁהִיא  
אֱלֹקֵי ״לוּלֵא כְּמַאֲמַר הַקְּצוֹת, בִּשְׁניֵ הָאוֹחֶזתֶ יעֲַקבֹ  

גְּבוּרָה שֶׁהוּא יצְִחָק״ ״וּפַחַד חֶסֶד, שֶׁהוּא אַבְרָהָם״  
 .כַּיּדָוּעַ

And this is why the name Yaakov was not uprooted from him, 
only Yisrael was added, for the advantage of the name Yaakov 
comes through the adornment when he understands that Hashem 
is Elokim, which is the joining of judgment and mercy. 

 
ישְִׂרָאֵל, אִם כִּי מִמֶּנּוּ, יעֲַקבֹ שֵׁם נעֱֶקַר שֶׁלֹּא וְזהֶוּ  

הוּא ה׳ כִּי בְּהָבִינוֹ הַתִּפְאֶרֶת ידְֵי עַל יעֲַקבֹ שֵׁם מַעֲלַת  
וְרַחֲמִים דִּין שִׁיתּוּף שֶׁהוּא הָאֱלֹקִים, . 

Which is the matter of the garments of morning and evening, the 
physical garments in which he clothed himself, he looked to the 
Rock from which he was hewn through the window. 

 
הַגַּשְׁמִיּיִם וְעַרְבִית שַׁחֲרִית מַלְבּוּשֵׁי עִניְןַ שֶׁהוּא  

הַחַלּוֹן בְּעַד חֻצְּבָתוֹ צוּר אֶל הִבִּיט שֶׁנּתְִלַבֵּשָׁה, . 

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com 
5 

http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com


 בס"ד

Menachem Mendel of Horodak 
Pri Ha’Eretz 

Parshas Vayeishev (2) 
 

His intellect and his comprehension, as in the saying, “He gazes 
from the windows” (Shir HaShirim 2:9), and he saw the likeness 
of the image of his father, which is Tiferet Yisrael as mentioned 
above. 

 
)שִׁיר הַחַלֹּנוֹת״ מִן ״מַשְׁגִּיחַ כְּמַאֲמַר וְהַשְׂגָּתוֹ, שִׂכְלוֹ  

תִּפְאֶרֶת מַהוּ אָבִיו, דִּיּוּקַן דְּמוּת וְרָאָה ט׳(, ב׳ הַשִּׁירִים  
כְּנ״ַל ישְִׂרָאֵל . 

Therefore he restrained himself, and certainly he obligates the 
wicked who do not contemplate and are not worthy of the honor 
of Hashem upon them. 

 
הָרְשָׁעִים אֶת מְחַיּבֵ הוּא בְּוַדַּאי וְלָכֵן עַצְמוֹ, מָנעַ וְלָכֵן  

עֲלֵיהֶם ה׳ כְּבוֹד וְרָאוּיםִ מִתְבּוֹננְיִם שֶׁאֵינםָ . 

A light will shine upon the upright.  לַישְָׁרִים אוֹר יזִרְַח זרַָח . 
[NOTE Summary:​
The maamar explains that the human being is in a state of continual change, never remaining the same from one 
moment to the next. This variability reflects the structure of creation itself, where no two moments and no two 
beings are ever identical. All change is described as a garment, because just as garments express beauty through 
variation, so spiritual garments reveal divine splendor through their continual transformation. 

Yosef’s vision of his father’s image is interpreted as the soul’s moment of clarity. Even when the evil 
inclination wraps itself in different emotional garments of love or fear, joy or sadness, those garments contain 
divine vitality. When one reflects on the source of this vitality, the kelipah collapses and the evil inclination is 
nullified. This is the dynamic of Yaakov and Yisrael, representing wisdom clothed even in lowly states, and the 
power to elevate these states when the person awakens to their divine root. 

Creation itself emerges from the interplay of kindness and judgment, whose balanced union is called mercy, the 
spiritual quality of tiferet. Beauty and splendor arise through multiplicity and shifting colors, which parallel the 
endless variation in emotional and spiritual states found in human service. Yosef reached the level of Tiferet 
Yisrael by looking through the “window” of insight, seeing the image of his father, and grounding himself in 
his divine source. This is why he “obligates the wicked,” for all people can access this perspective if they 
choose to contemplate deeply. 

Practical Takeaway:​
Each emotional state, even the difficult ones, contains divine energy waiting to be elevated. When you pause 
and ask yourself, “From where does this feeling live,” you uncover the light within the moment. By 
remembering your spiritual root and looking toward the Rock from which you were hewn, you transform your 
inner garments into pathways of divine service, and every moment becomes an opportunity for growth and 
beauty. 

Chassidic Story:​
When Menachem Mendel of Horodok journeyed to the Holy Land, many disciples traveled with him. Among 
them was a young man who struggled with fluctuating emotional states. One day he approached the Rebbe and 
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lamented, “Rebbe, at times I feel aflame in prayer, and at other times I feel cold and distracted. How can a 
servant of Hashem be so inconsistent.” 

The Rebbe looked at him gently and said, “Do you know why musicians use many notes. Because beauty lives 
in change. A single note repeated without variation is not music.” 

Then he added, “The soul also plays music. Every emotion is a note, and Hashem clothes Himself in each one 
so you may serve Him through it.” 

Years later, in Tiberias, the same disciple recounted that this teaching changed his life. Whenever he felt shaken 
by an inner struggle, he reminded himself that Hashem was giving him a new garment for that moment’s 
service. Instead of resisting the changes, he entered them with awareness, and each one became a doorway to 
deeper devotion. 

END NOTE] 
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