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To understand the matter of the Resurrection of the Dead

With the help of Heaven. Shabbos, Parshas Acharei, blessing the
month of lyar, 5746/1986
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To understand the matter of the Resurrection of the Dead,
behold it is stated in the Mishnah: “All Israel have a portion
in the World to Come.”
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And it is known that the interpretation of “World to Come” in this
Mishnah is the World of Resurrection—as is evident from the
continuation of the Mishnah:
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“And these have no portion in the World to Come: one who says
there is no resurrection of the dead from the Torah.”
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The reason for this is, as stated in the Gemara: he denied the
resurrection of the dead; therefore, he will not merit to partake in
the resurrection of the dead—measure for measure.
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And this is [the meaning of the statement]: “All Israel have a
portion in the World to Come.”
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For Gan Eden—sometimes also called “the World to
Come”—even though it already exists now, since it is granted to a
person after his labor in this world,
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(as written: “Who may ascend the mountain of Hashem? ... one
with clean hands and a pure heart”), meaning there are many
conditions to merit Gan Eden.
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Not so concerning the World of Resurrection (which is the main
description of “the World to Come”); regarding this it was said:
“All Israel have a portion in the World to Come.”
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And one needs to understand: it is known that the revelation that
will occur in the World of Resurrection is far greater than the
revelation of Gan Eden.
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This is also evident from the fact that Gan Eden exists even now,
whereas the revelation of the World of Resurrection will only be in
the future.

TR LYWV 03 W 1TV 1A0W NI 03 122)
TNY? P TN 2IVT 19230 12 PRY
X2,

Moreover, the revelation of the World of Resurrection will be
also) after the Days of Moshiach—
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from which it is understood that the revelation that will be then is
higher also than the revelation during the Days of Moshiach.
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[This is the meaning of what is said: “There is none comparable to
You... in this world; there is none besides You... in the life of the
World to Come; there is none like You... in the Days of Moshiach;
and none is similar... to the Resurrection of the Dead.”]
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These four matters are arranged in order from below upward:
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The revelation of the World to Come (which here refers to Gan
Eden) is higher than the revelation possible in this world;
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even higher is the revelation of the Days of Moshiach; and above
that is the revelation of the Resurrection of the Dead, which is
even higher than the revelation of the Days of Moshiach.
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And nevertheless, to merit the revelation of Gan Eden, there are
many conditions.
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[Whereas the revelation of the Resurrection of the Dead, which is
higher than the revelation of Gan Eden, will be for all of Israel.
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And one of the main points of explanation in this matter is—as
explained in several discourses—that the reward of Gan Eden is
for the study of Torah, and the reward of the Resurrection of the
Dead is for the fulfillment of mitzvos.
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And this is because Gan Eden is the world of souls (souls without

bodies), and in the World of Resurrection there will be souls in
bodies.
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For Torah study relates mainly to the soul, and mitzvah fulfillment
to the body.
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And since mitzvah observance exists in all Israel—even the
sinners of Israel are full of mitzvos like a pomegranate—
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therefore, all Israel have a share in the World to Come.
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And one can say that this is also the intent of the Mishnah when it
continues with the verse: “And your people are all righteous,
forever they will inherit the land...”
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That the intent of the Mishnah in bringing this verse is not just to
bring proof that all Israel have a share in the World to Come, but
also to explain the reason.
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For one who fulfills mitzvos is called a tzaddik, since all the
mitzvos are called tzedakah (righteousness), and those who fulfill
mitzvos are called tzaddikim.
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And since “your people are all tzaddikim”—that is, all Israel (even
the sinners among them) fulfill mitzvos,
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and more than that—they are full of mitzvos, and the mitzvos they
fulfill fill their entire being—
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therefore, “they will forever inherit the land”—the Land of Life,
which rests on the life of the World to Come.
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However, according to this, we must understand why the Mishnah
also brings the continuation of the verse: “the branch of My
planting, the work of My hands, to be glorified.”
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For the fact that Israel are the branch of My planting and the work
of Hashem’s hands—this is due to their very essence, even before
fulfilling mitzvos.
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And in the Mishnah of “All Israel have a share in the World to
Come,” it brings also the end of the verse: “the branch of My
planting, the work of My hands, to be glorified”—
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from which it is implied that the reason all Israel have a share in
the World to Come is also because of the inherent quality within
them from their very essence.
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And it may be said that in the revelation that will occur at the time
of the Resurrection of the Dead, there are two aspects:
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the reward for the service of mitzvah observance—"And your
people are all righteous" (Yeshayahu 60:21),
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that the divine flows which Israel drew down through their
mitzvos which they fulfilled now, will then be revealed,
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and through this, they will later ascend to an even higher level,
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in which the greatness of Israel will be revealed as it is from their
own essence: '"the branch of My planting, the work of My
hands, to be glorified" (Yeshayahu 60:21),

N%1" — DRXY T¥R PR 2 IN7yn NNy

X3 ,'0 PYw?) "IKONT? 0T Awyn oY),

which is higher even than the divine flow drawn through mitzvah
fulfillment.
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And it may be added that the main novelty and elevation of the
[Resurrection is that then the essential greatness of Israel will be
revealed.
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For the revelation of the divine flow drawn through mitzvos will
also be in the Days of Moshiach (prior to the time of
Resurrection),
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and as explained in Tanya, Shaar HaYichud VehaEmunah ch. 36:
through our present actions and service, we draw down the Infinite
Light below—
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and the revelation of this flow will be in the Days of Moshiach and
in the Resurrection—
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except that at the time of the Resurrection, even this same
revelation will be in a more exalted manner.
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And the main novelty and elevation of the Resurrection is that
then the root of Israel will be revealed—as they are rooted in
the Essence [of the Infinite].
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And it may be said that that which is written in several discourses

as was brought earlier)}—that in the Resurrection there will be
revelation of the divine flow drawn through mitzvah
observance—is because those sources speak of the reward for
[srael in the World to Come for their service in Torah and mitzvos
in this world.
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And the completion of that reward is that the divine flow which
they drew through mitzvah observance will shine to them in a
revealed way.
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And that is why it is explained in those discourses that the reward
of the souls in Gan Eden is that they perceive the G-dliness of the
Torah they learned in this world—
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for Torah is His wisdom, the Or HaMemalei (imminent light);
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But the reward of the Resurrection is that then our eyes will
behold the revelation of His infinite G-dliness—drawn through
mitzvah observance, which is His Will (higher than His Wisdom),
the Or HaSovev (encompassing light).
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However, all this is the reward for Israel for their labor in Torah
and mitzvos.
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But the main novelty and elevation that will be in the World to
Come is the revelation of the essence of Israel themselves—“the
branch of My planting, the work of My hands, to be glorified”
Yeshayahu 60:21).
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1) And the explanation of the matter (of these three levels: Gan
Eden and the two levels in the Resurrection) is as the Gemara in
[Berachos 34b states: “All the prophets only prophesied regarding
the Days of Moshiach, but regarding the World to Come—‘no eye
has seen it, O G-d, except for You’” (Yeshayahu 64:3).
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And it continues there: “What is ‘No eye has seen...’?—This is
Eden, into which no creature has ever gazed.” Lest one say Adam
was in Eden, it clarifies: “He was in the Garden; Garden is one
thing, Eden another.”
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That is, the novelty and elevation of the World to Come (i.e., the
Resurrection) over the Days of Moshiach is that then there will be
the revelation of Eden, which “no eye has seen.”
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And from this it is understood that although in the World to Come
there will be a revelation of the divine flow drawn by mitzvah
observance—and since this will also be revealed during the Days
of Moshiach—it is not the true definition of the World to Come.
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The true essence of the World to Come is the revelation of the
level of Eden, the essential pleasure in which Hashem delights in
[sracl—higher even than the pleasure derived from Torah and
mitzvos.
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The pleasure [that is found] in mitzvos—since they are the Will of
the Blessed One—is [in truth] the inner essence of pleasure itself,
the level of Eden.
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And this is what is written regarding Gan Eden: “And a river
goes out from Eden to water the garden” (Bereishis 2:10)—
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that the pleasure drawn to the souls in Gan Eden through Torah
comprehension is only a limited extension from the level of
Eden—
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which is drawn via the river that separates between Eden and the
Garden.
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This is not the case in the World to Come, which is the true
reward for mitzvos—it will be the revelation of Eden itself.
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And one may say that this is the general concept. But in more
detail:
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Since the revelation that comes through mitzvos will, in general,
also take place during the Days of Moshiach—
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and even so, it was said that in the Days of Moshiach there will
not be the revelation of “the eye has not seen” (Yeshayahu
64:3)—the level of Eden—
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and that this revelation will be only in the World to Come—
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this proves that the main aspect of Eden to be revealed in the
World to Come is the essential delight Hashem has in Israel—
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which is even higher than the essential delight found in the
mitzvos.
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The explanation of the superiority of the Resurrection of the Dead
over the Days of Moshiach (and similarly, the distinction between
the two levels within the Resurrection itself) will be understood by
first explaining the advantage of the Days of Moshiach over Gan
Eden.
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For the revelation of Gan Eden is specifically for souls without
bodies, while the revelation in the Days of Moshiach will also
occur below in this physical world—as it is said, “In the future,
the Land of Israel will produce cakes” (Shabbos 30b).
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The reason is that Gan Eden is a revelation of the Or
[HaMemalei—a finite light—and therefore it does not extend
downward. In contrast, in the Days of Moshiach there will be a
revelation of the Ohr Ein Sof, the unlimited light, and thus it will
reach below.
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Furthermore, there is a difference: in Gan Eden, there are
generally two levels—Lower Gan Eden and Upper Gan Eden, and
within each are countless levels—
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as the Sages said (Berachos 64a), “Torah scholars have no rest...
they go from strength to strength” (Tehillim 84:8)—meaning they
continually ascend from level to level.
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And “they have no rest” means that their ascent from level to level
requires labor—
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for to ascend, one must first immerse in the River Dinur to forget
the grasp and delight of the lower level, and the ascent is through
the Amud (pillar) between levels—
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for through this, one is nullified from their prior grasp—yet the
nullification through the River Dinur is from below, and the
nullification through the pillar is from the light of the higher level
illuminating upon them.
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And this is the meaning of “they have no rest”—because the
ascent from level to level is through avodah, the work of bitul

self-nullification), like the work below in this world, whose
essence is to refine creation—
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And it may be added: just as the avodah (spiritual work) below in
this world is conducted along two paths—*“turn from evil” and
“do good” (Tehillim 34:15)—
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so too the bitul (nullification) that occurs during the ascents in Gan
Eden follows these two paths.
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The bitul through the River Dinur resembles the avodah of “turn
from evil,” as it involves forgetting the previous level’s
comprehension and delight—
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whereas the bitul through the pillar—arising from the illumination
of the higher level—is akin to the avodah of “do good.”
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All of this applies in Gan Eden.
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However, in the revelation that will occur in the Days of
Moshiach—even though there too will be many elevations—their
ascents will not follow the “from strength to strength” process.
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That is, to reach a higher level, one will not need to leave or
nullify the previous one.
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Rather, even while remaining within the previous level, one will
be able to ascend to the higher level.
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And one may say the explanation of this is: that the drawing down
of the Or HaMemalei (the immanent light) that gives life and
existence to creations is in a manner of hishtalshelus—a
chain-like descent from higher to lower.
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First, it enclothes itself in spiritual creations, then it descends into
lower creations, which are only like metaphors for the higher ones,
and then it descends even lower.
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As known from what is said about “he spoke three thousand
parables” (Melachim I 5:12)—a reference to how divine light
descends through many garments and metaphors.
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And one may say: this is why in Gan Eden (where the revelation is
of Or HaMemalei, as explained earlier), the ascension from level
to level requires nullifying the previous level—

T3Y) TTY 132 YAV oyes AT i v
TR — (232 X703 TIRT 93 KT 1TY
MR 2 F0Y T 7Y X — T
minnna,

just as the descent from above downward is via layers and
garments, so too the ascent is through removing garments—the
nullification of the prior state.
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[And it may be said: this is also the reason brought in various
discourses for why the Avos (Patriarchs) and Moshe Rabbeinu,
though residing in the highest Gan Eden for over three thousand
years, will still come to be enclothed in bodies—
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because the revelation that will occur at the Resurrection of the
Dead will be much greater than the one which shines in Gan
Eden—even in the highest Gan Eden. ]
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For that which is said, “they sat in Gan Eden for more than 3,000
years,” corresponds to the 3,000 parables (Melachim I 5:12),
representing the worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah—each
with 1,000 levels.
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And even after ascending past those levels and reaching Atzilus,
they will still return to bodies, for the revelation at the
Resurrection is higher even than after all these garments are
removed.
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This is in contrast to the ascents that will occur during the Days of
Moshiach, which will not require one to depart from their level,
since then the revelation of Ohr Ein Sof will be without
limitation, and it will also reach below.
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However, even the revelation in the Days of Moshiach is only a
revelation of Or HaSovev (the transcendent light), and therefore it
will contain distinctions between levels (as explained above).
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This is not the case in the Resurrection of the Dead, where the
revelation will (in its general aspect) be equally for all Israel,
because the revelation at the Resurrection will be of the Essence
of the Infinite Light (Atzmus Or Ein Sof)—which is above all
division.
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And within this itself, there will be two dimensions: (1) the
revelation of the Essence of the Infinite Light that they drew
through the fulfillment of mitzvos—
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and through this, Israel will ascend to an even higher level,
wherein (2) the inherent greatness of Israel themselves will be
revealed: “The branch of My planting, the work of My hands,
to be glorified” (Yeshayahu 60:21).
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This level within Israel is greater than that which they attain
through drawing G-dly revelation via Torah study and mitzvah
fulfillment.
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To understand the matter of the Resurrection of the Dead

For the source of souls is in His Essence, blessed be He—even
higher than the source of Torah and mitzvos.
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And also within the Jewish body itself, there lies the Essence’s
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chosen connection—Bechirah ha-Atzmis.

[NOTE: Summary

This deeply Kabbalistic and Chassidic discourse explores the gradations of Divine revelation
across spiritual epochs—Gan Eden, Yemos HaMoshiach, and Techiyas HaMeisim—and how
they reflect progressively deeper levels of Hashem’s presence and the Jewish soul's potential.

1.

Gan Eden is a world of Or HaMemalei—the limited, immanent light. Souls ascend level
by level through spiritual labor, with each ascent requiring them to relinquish their prior
level through bitul (nullification), similar to shedding garments. This is likened to
immersion in the Nehar Dinur and passage through the Amud.

Yemos HaMoshiach reveals Or HaSovev—the transcendent light. Though incredibly
lofty and physical reality is transformed (e.g., Eretz Yisrael producing pastries), it still
retains a structure of levels and distinctions.

Techiyas HaMeisim will be the greatest revelation—a direct exposure to Atzmus Or
Ein Sof, the Essence of the Infinite. This revelation is above all divisions, equally
encompassing all of Israel, and discloses not just the reward for mitzvos but the essence
of the Jew themselves—Neser Mata’ai, Ma’aseh Yadai Lehispa’er—a level even
higher than that attained through Torah and mitzvos.

. The souls of even the Avos and Moshe Rabbeinu, who have basked in Gan Eden for

over “3,000 years” (symbolizing the full refinement through the worlds of Beriah,
Yetzirah, and Asiyah), will return to physical bodies, because the revelation at Techiyas
HaMeisim surpasses anything in Gan Eden or Yemos HaMoshiach.

Practical Takeaway

Every mitzvah we do now is not just a spark—it's a seed.

While much of this discourse operates on a sublime metaphysical level, the key personal

message is powerful:
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Mitzvos draw Atzmus down into our physical bodies.

Torah learning and spiritual comprehension are holy, but mitzvoes connect essence to
Essence.

Our daily observance, even mundane or repetitive, builds the framework for Techiyas
HaMeisim, where our very body will become the vessel for the Essence of Hashem.
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To understand the matter of the Resurrection of the Dead
Don't underestimate a single moment of physical mitzvah. You’re literally constructing
eternity.

Chassidic Story

The Mitteler Rebbe’s Teaching on Souls in Gan Eden
Once, the Mitteler Rebbe, son of the Alter Rebbe, said:

“The souls in Gan Eden long for a moment of this world, a single opportunity to do a mitzvah
with a guf (body). For although they bask in G-dly light, they cannot reach Atzmus. But down
here? With a pair of tefillin, a coin of tzedakah, a candle lit for Shabbos—you hold G-d’s
essence.”

This echoes the discourse: the soul’s root is in Atzmus, but it is specifically through the body,
physical mitzvos, and ultimately Techiyas HaMeisim, that Hashem’s Essence is revealed.
END NOTE]
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