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Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Horodok (also known as the Horodoker or Vitebsker Rebbe), one of the foremost
disciples of the Maggid of Mezritch and among the early leaders of Chassidus, explores in this Maamer the
spiritual path of Avraham Avinu and the nature of true deveikus (cleaving to G-d). Through the verse “’712 18
TR7¥ 7 72w 7, he reveals that genuine connection to G-d transcends intellect and emotion altogether. The
journey of Avraham represents the movement from comprehension to surrender, from enlightened
understanding to the humility of faith, from the pleasure of giving to the purity of selfless being.

And he believed in Hashem, and He considered it to him as
righteousness: For behold, it is known what Shlomo HaMelech
said, “For seven times a righteous man falls and rises.”

Interpretation — that the righteous person subdues all the lowly
traits, that he has nothing of his own, only all for the honor of
the Blessed One.

As King David, peace be upon him, said: “To You, Hashem, is
the greatness, etc.” And through this he attains divine
comprehension within all the attributes.

And then “A fire goes before Him” — and the sparks are
elevated.

And this is the meaning of “Seven times a righteous man falls,”
like “he casts down,” meaning that all seven lowly attributes he
breaks and humbles by bringing divine perception into the
traits.

And through this — “and rises,” all the sparks are elevated.

And so was the essence of creation: that the Blessed One
created something from nothing so that the righteous should
break the physicality and elevate everything to its source, as it
is said in the Gemara, “The whole world was created only to
accompany this one.”

And all of it is through the Torah, which he studies with awe
and love, for in all matters there must be some measure.

And when he speaks with awe and love, he elevates that trait to
its source.
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Therefore, the beginning of creation was for the sake of Torah,
which is called “the beginning of His way,” for everything is
through the Torah.

And this is, “Hashem acquired me at the beginning of His way,”
meaning the first drawing forth of the creation of worlds was
for the Torah; “way” being a term of extension or drawing
forth.

“Before His deeds of old,” meaning the essence of creation was
so that all His works, which He brought into being from
nothing, should be elevated back to their root — and this is,
“Before His works,” that His works should ascend to the
beginning, to what preceded all.

He explained how he elevates — by bringing divine
comprehension into the seven attributes.

And this is, “To the garden of nuts I went down to see the
budding of the vine.”

Meaning — as it is stated in the Gemara, the letter gimel and
dalet stand for “gomeil dalim” — benefactor to the poor.

Its meaning is that the righteous one is called a “benefactor to
the poor,” for he brings divine comprehension into the lower
levels within the seven physical attributes, and through this the
sparks are elevated, as mentioned above.

And this is, “To the garden of nuts,” meaning — the Master of
the world is grasped within the seven physical attributes through
the righteous one, who is called gimel.

And this is the word “egdz” — meaning: Alef (the Master of the
world) gomeil (benefactor) zayin (seven attributes).

And all of this is through the elevation of the sparks.

And this is, “To see the budding of the vine,” in order that
speech, which is Malchus called “vine,” should be elevated (as
stated in the Zohar in the passage “and in the vine three
branches”).

And this is, “And He considered it to him as righteousness,” for
the righteous one is a benefactor — meaning he is called the vav,
which has nothing of its own.
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He subdues all the attributes to the Holy One, blessed be He, and
is only a vav — a line of extension — through which divine
comprehension enters the attributes.

And the Shechinah does not descend below the yud; thus, there
is a revelation of wisdom, which is yud, within the lower levels.

Therefore, the righteous one is called gimel — for he is vav-yud.

And when he benefits the poor, he brings the yud, which is
wisdom, into the levels that are in poverty.

And from the dalet comes the hei — that the yud, which is
wisdom, enters into it.

And this is, “And he believed in Hashem,” for “the righteous
lives by his faith.”

Meaning that through the righteous man’s belief that “there is no
place devoid of Him,” he brings divine comprehension into the
world.

And this is, “by his faith he lives,” like “he gives life” — and
this is, “And he believed in Hashem.”

And through this, “He considered it to him as righteousness,” for
at first it was “side” — meaning the sparks, called the “righteous
one,” the righteous of the world, a portion above, which was in
poverty.

And when the righteous brings the revelation of wisdom into the
world, the hei — that is, the yud enters into her — and then all
the sparks are elevated to their source.

And then the yud becomes kuf, for at first, when it was in dalet,
the yud was small — ten.

And when the sparks are elevated, there comes a great delight,
and the yud becomes a great number — one hundred.

And this is the meaning of “tzad kah” — that what was at first
“tzad” becomes “tzad kah.”

And being so, when the righteous elevates the sparks, he comes
thereby to a great comprehension and also to great delight.

And the sparks are to the righteous as a sukkah, from which he
receives delight.
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And this is, “Blessed be Avram to the Most High G-d, Possessor
of heaven and earth.”

For it is stated in the Gemara: until Avraham came, the Holy
One, blessed be He, was not called “Adon,” for he brought
divine comprehension into the worldliness — and this is the
attribute of “Adonai.”

As it is written, “Master of all the earth,” which is the attribute
of Malchus — and this is, “Possessor of heaven and earth.”

Meaning, within the earthly plane His mastery becomes
recognized.

“And blessed be the Most High G-d Who has delivered your
enemies into your hand,” meaning that by bringing divine
comprehension into worldliness he broke the kelipos.

And this is, “Blessed,” an expression of drawing down — “the
Most High G-d,” that divinity becomes grasped in the earthly,
and then the kelipos and adversaries are shattered, as it is said,
“A fire goes before Him and burns up His enemies round about,”
and they are elevated.

When one comes to the mikveh, he should intend that the
mikveh corresponds to the Name of 151, that is, the Name
Ehyeh (727%) when spelled in its milui of hei’s, thus: 777 7777 79X
71”17, which has the numerical value of 151, the same as mikveh
(Mpn).

And the main intention should be that the lower mikveh in which
we immerse is itself that same Name of 151 through the chain of
descent.

He should immerse once and intend the Name of 151 as above,
while he is beneath the water.

Afterwards, he should intend the Name Agla (X”9”3X), which is
the Name of severities that comes from the initial letters of the
verse ““JT8 0797 1923 798,” and immerse a second time,
intending this Name.

Then he should intend the Name Elad (779%) and immerse a third
time, intending that Name.
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Afterwards, he should immerse a fourth time; when his head is
under the water, he should combine the two Names Ehyeh and
Elad thus: 77771 % 7777 8 99X, and he should intend that the
matter for which he is praying is contained within this Name.

It is then sweetened and elevated through it, as stated above.

And he should immerse a fifth time, and combine the simple
Name Ehyeh with the simple Name Elad thus: 77°% 7K,
intending thereby to elevate the matter for which he prays to a
higher level of Binah.

Then everything becomes complete kindness and mercy.

Thus we have found the holy words of the aforementioned Rabbi
Mahara, of blessed memory.

Our sages of blessed memory said: “From where do we know
that circumcision is in that place? As it is said, ‘Circumcise for
yourselves every male,” — the place which is masculine, etc.”
The matter is in the manner of the verse “And he believed in
Hashem, and He considered it to him as righteousness.”

And it is as our sages said: “A person should always arrange the
praise of the Omnipresent and afterwards pray.”

For the Shechinah is what is called “prayer,” which is the true
cleaving to the Supernal Will through faith without any reason.

And the subtlety of the matter will be explained further in what
follows, in the verse, “All the rivers go to the sea, yet the sea is
not full; to the place where the rivers go, there they return to go.”

For the Shechinah has nothing of her own except that which
flows to her through the attributes, which are the praises of the
Omnipresent, as is known.

Therefore, when a person wishes to cleave to Him, blessed be
He, it is not possible except through prayer, which is the
Shechinah, which is fear — “Through this shall he come into the
Sanctuary.”
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But since she has nothing of her own, it is necessary first to
arrange the praises of the Omnipresent, as stated above, in order
to awaken her.

And the Shechinah says, “See with what I was created before
You.”

And when one reaches the state of cleaving, he will understand
this through his faith, for he has not yet attained any taste or

scent of comprehension — but a mere glimmer, the faintest edge.

And he has not entered it at all, and his honor is only his faith —
to cleave to Him, blessed be He, through faith after all the
contemplation and intellect he has attained.

For all his attainments cannot reach Him, blessed be He, for He
is infinite, blessed be He.

But all of his attainments are only the action of strengthening
faith — and the fortitude of faith increases and illuminates the
arrangement of His praise more.

For behold, she has nothing of her own — and the greater the
arrangement of praise for the Omnipresent in that which is
wondrous beyond comprehension, the more it brings one to
cleaving and deeper prayer.

“And the earth stands forever” — this is faith, without any
comprehension of Him, blessed be He.

“And he believed in Hashem,” as mentioned above, and so it is
forever — and this is, “A person should always arrange the
praise of the Omnipresent.”

And this 1s, “All the rivers go to the sea, etc., to the place where
the rivers go, there they return to go,” as mentioned above.
And behold, it is stated in the Midrash that the difference
between Noach and Avraham is explained by a parable:

Noach is compared to the king’s beloved who sits in darkness,
and the king comes and illuminates for him.

But Avraham is compared to the beloved who comes to
illuminate for the king.

And the king said to him, “Before you illuminate in the
darkness, go and illuminate in the place of light,” as the Midrash
uses this refined expression.
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And this is the meaning of what was said to him, “Lech lecha.”

The idea is that Noach was righteous in his faith, without any
intellectual comprehension, and was perfect in his deeds — and
the Holy One, blessed be He, illuminated for him.

But Avraham, at the age of three years, recognized his Creator
through contemplation and meditation.

And he continued growing in knowledge, understanding, and
intellect, and after all this, he was perfect in his deeds — which
is faith alone.

As it is said, “Walk before Me,” meaning above the attributes,
and afterwards “and be perfect.”

For comprehension of Him, blessed be He, is infinite, and the
true connection and cleaving to Him, blessed be He, is only
through this faith alone.

In the manner of a parable — the connection of all the worlds to
each other is also through faith.

Even in the lowly world, for example, a person has pleasure
when his young son recognizes that he is his father, even before
the child knows any intellect — yet he has delight.

And similarly was the creation of all the worlds — as it is said,
“In the beginning, G-d created,” for the sake of Israel, who are
called “the beginning.”

That they should know to glorify their Creator, to call before
Him, “Our Father, our King.”

And this is, “All His delights, blessed be He,” as in the saying,
“More than the calf wishes to suck, the cow wishes to nurse.”
And this is the connection between each world and the next —
that every higher one than its fellow desires to bestow to the one
beneath it.

And in his bestowal he receives more delight than the lower one
receives in his receiving.

But the parable is not at all comparable to the subject, for all
these were created in such an order and nature of creation — that
connection exists among them.
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But He, blessed be He, is the Cause of all causes, Infinite,
blessed be He — the Creator of everything.

And even this nature of creation cannot apply to Him at all, nor
any delight or connection as described above.

For He created nature and sustains it at every moment, for if His
will for its existence were not renewed each moment, it would be
as i1f it never existed, and thus it is nullified.

Therefore, what is the connection from Him, blessed be He, to
bestow? It is only a simple desire and will.

As it is said, “When it arose in His will,” meaning that in His
will He first created, and in His will He sustains and bestows
continually, and delights.

But no comprehension can grasp this connection at all.

And behold, the Rambam of blessed memory wrote a reason for
the commandment of circumcision — to weaken the power of
lust.

And the truth is that his holy mouth uttered words of truth
standing at the height of the world, even though he did not
intend them so.

And just as the intention and reason in cutting the foreskin of the
circumcision is so, the same applies to the vineyard’s orlah and
the commandments of the first fruits.

And the matter is as in the saying, “Like the first-ripe fruit
before the summer,” etc., for the beginning and the first is
something beloved.

And the belovedness is only because it is the beginning alone,
for so is the way of every beginning — to be beloved and very
dear.

This is the delight and connection between each world and the
one above it: from the beginning to that which follows it, and
from it to that which follows after it — it is called “beginning,”
and so it continues forever.

But the essence of the service and connection to Him, blessed be
He, to attain true cleaving — is that after all attainments, the
connection is not comprehension of Him.
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For He, blessed be He, is beyond all creations, and beyond all
belovedness and love, and beyond the nature of connection
mentioned above — for He is the Creator of all.

But cleaving to Him is through faith alone, without any taste,
love, affection, or desire.

And this is what is meant by “to weaken the power of lust.”

For the commandment of circumcision, with which we are
sealed on the organ that gives birth and brings forth souls —
which is the aspect of cleaving — must be to weaken the power
of lust, that it be only through faith.

And in the commandment of circumcision, by which the power
of lust is weakened, we are sealed with truth and faith in Him,
blessed be He, to cleave to Him without any perceptible
comprehension.

Unlike the way all the worlds are connected — cause to effect —
by the natural delight of influence, as mentioned above.

For the Infinite One, blessed be He, is the Master of nature, and
the nature of delight mentioned above does not apply to Him.

But the cleaving and connection of His influence, blessed be He,
from Himself, is only through faith in His simple will to bestow
— without any reason.

And this is the difference between Him, blessed be He, and all
created beings that bestow — for all who bestow receive in their
bestowal delight from being bestowers, as is the nature of
creation.

But He, blessed be He, the Master of nature, does not receive at
all — only bestows.

And this is what they said: “Circumcise for yourselves every
male” — from the place which is male, that is, only a bestower
and does not receive at all.

In weakening the power of lust and the pleasure of influence
altogether, without any reason at all, thereby he connects to the
supernal wisdom, which is the yud.

As it is said, “Wisdom shall be found from nothing,” meaning
that it i1s from nothingness and nullity, without any reason.
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Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz

Parshas Lech Lecha

And the circumcision of males such as this is the seal of truth
and faith.

And this is what is said, “And he believed in Hashem, and He
considered it to him as righteousness,” that all the faith he
attained after all the contemplation and intellect, he did not
regard as any comprehension — only as the lowest level, which
is faith, righteousness.

For all the attainments are nothing in comparison to Him,
blessed be He.

And what he attained afterwards is what he said, “And I am dust
and ashes.”

That is, the connection to supernal wisdom, which is humility —
as nothing and naught — as it is said, “And wisdom shall be
found from nothing.”

And such great faith, attained after all intellect and
contemplation and comprehension of cleaving — that he should
believe in truth and faith because of his own lowliness, being in
his own eyes dust and ashes.

Surely, all his attainments have in them neither taste nor scent
nor any cleaving at all; and by his faith he lives, to cleave to
Him, blessed be He.

This faith is what is called “faith (emunah), my sister, the
daughter of my father she is, but not the daughter of my mother.”

For this faith is not transmitted except from Him, blessed be He,
Himself, without any intermediary worlds which receive delight
from their influence.

As in the saying, “More than the calf wishes to suck,” as
mentioned above.

And the one who understands will understand. Therefore, in this
faith is the cleaving to Him, blessed be He.

Therefore, the levels are mentioned in the Torah in this order:
first, the verse “And He considered it to him as righteousness”;
afterwards, “And I am dust and ashes”; and afterwards, the verse
“And she is truly my sister, the daughter of my father,” etc.
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[NOTE Summary

Faith (emunah) is not a stage before intellect but the culmination of all spiritual attainment. When Avraham
attained the loftiest understanding of the Divine, he recognized that comprehension itself separates the knower
from the Infinite. The more one grasps, the more one perceives G-d’s utter unknowability. Thus, true deveikus
begins where intellect ends — in the simplicity of faith.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel teaches that while all created beings find joy in bestowing influence — for this is the
natural pleasure embedded in creation — G-d, the Master of nature, transcends this structure. He bestows
purely out of His will, without desire or reason, without receiving any pleasure from the act of giving. This is
symbolized by bris milah, circumcision: the covenant engraved in the very source of desire, transforming
passion into faith. By weakening the physical and spiritual “pleasure of influence,” the Jew binds himself to the
supernal wisdom (7251) — the letter yud, the source of existence emerging from ayin (nothingness).

Avraham’s spiritual progression reflects three ascending stages of this inner transformation:

1. “mp73 i9 72w — he understood that faith itself is righteousness, greater than any intellectual or
emotional attainment.

2. “9pR1 DY "21R” — he reached the state of utter humility and self-nullification, recognizing his
nothingness before the Infinite.

3. “No7 93K N2 oniny 7InR 237 — he achieved the purest emunah, a faith unmediated by the worlds or
intellect, drawn directly from the Essence of G-d Himself.

In this way, the Horodoker Rebbe explains, the seal of faith and truth that G-d engraved upon Israel through
milah is the eternal covenant of simple attachment. Just as G-d bestows without self-interest, the tzaddik serves
without reason or reward. And the highest wisdom — “X¥nn P&n 7n2nm” — is found precisely in this ayin, in
faith that has transcended every trace of understanding.

Practical Takeaway

When a person prays, learns, or does a mitzvah, the goal is not to “feel” spiritual but to be faithful — to do so
from a place beyond intellect and beyond emotional gratification. The truest deveikus is not the joy of
understanding but the calm humility of believing. Each time we silence the need to grasp and instead act from
quiet trust, we mirror Avraham’s inner journey: to find the Infinite not through comprehension, but through
surrender.

Chassidic Story
When Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Horodok and his Chassidim first arrived in Eretz Yisrael, they faced hunger,
disease, and constant hardship. Yet he forbade anyone to complain. Once, a visitor found the Rebbe standing at
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his window in Tzfas, whispering the words of Tehillim, his face radiant with joy. “Rebbe,” the man said, “you
have nothing — no food, no comfort, no strength. From where this joy?”

The Horodoker answered softly, “Here in this land, one can finally serve Hashem without taste or reason —
only in faith. And that faith itself feeds the soul.”

END NOTE]
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