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And the Jews accepted that which they had begun to do. The
explanation is that they had begun at the giving of the Torah,
when they said, "We will do and we will hear," and at that time, it
was still called a beginning.
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But in the days of Haman, "And the Jews accepted," etc., was a
complete acceptance. And to understand this, it is necessary to
understand the matter of the giving of the Torah to Israel. For did
not our forefather Avraham, peace be upon him, fulfill the entire
Torah before it was given? And what, then, is the greatness of its
giving?
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However, the greatness of our forefather Avraham, peace be
upon him, was that he was constantly progressing and traveling,
meaning that he was in a state of "ratzoh vashov" (running and
returning), because his attribute was the attribute of love in the
aspect of nullification to Him, may He be blessed, for Avraham
(on12x) is from the letters n"n 2K, etc.

I"2¥ 122X DX N7y NI 72X
00T "LYio)l i7" NIy ,Divwn
72y "1l KixY" n1'na Ny
N1'NA2 NIDKRD NTA INTA NNIDY
X" — DDA D 7N I'7N e

] "n"n’".

And this nullification is through contemplation, as it is written,
"They shall praise the name of Hashem," etc., meaning only the
aspect of His Name, which is not comparable to His essence
and being, etc.
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For He, that is, His essence and being, commanded and they
were created. It is not appropriate to say that He created the
worlds, as mentioned above, because the term "created" implies
that the power of the Creator exists within the creation. But this
applies only to His Names, as it is written, "In the beginning,
Elokim created," which refers to the Names of the Holy One,
blessed be He.
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But His essence and being, so to speak, is only as if He
commanded and they were created automatically, having no
comparison or relationship to Him at all, for "His Name alone is
exalted."
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The meaning is that even the aspect of "exalted"—that is, the
level of "sovev kol almin" (encompassing all worlds)—is only an
aspect of His Name alone.
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Therefore, the soul nullifies itself to Him, may He be blessed, in
a state of nullification in the Infinite Light, blessed be He, to the
extent that the soul cannot contain this light of love except in a
state of "ratzoh vashov." This was the level and stature of
Avraham—"constantly progressing and traveling."
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However, in the future it is written, "For eye to eye they shall see,"
because then it is said, "With weeping they shall come," for the
weeping is due to the reception of great joy and immense delight
that is revealed far beyond what the soul can bear. Therefore,
one weeps and sheds tears because there is no limitation of
vessel and boundary, as is known.
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And behold, the greatness of Avraham was very great due to the
root of his soul, and not every person merits this. Therefore, the
[Torah was given with 248 positive commandments and 365
prohibitions, which correspond to the aspects of "ratzoh"
(running) and "shov" (returning)—"ratzoh" in positive
commandments and "shov" in negative commandments.
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For the commandments are vessels for the Infinite Light, blessed
be He, that is invested within them, as it is written, "And Hashem
descended upon Mount Sinai." For the 248 precepts are the 248
limbs of the King.
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Just as a limb is a vessel in which the life-force from the brain is
invested, so too the commandments are vessels and limbs for the
life-force that extends from the wisdom of the Torah, as it is
written, "The Torah emerges from wisdom," in which the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, is truly invested.
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And through this, there will be a revelation of the Infinite Light,
blessed be He, within the soul of man. And this is the concept of
'We will do and we will hear." "We will do" refers to the aspect of
the vessel, the actual performance of the commandments. "We
will hear" is from the term "vayishma Shaul" (and Shaul heard),
meaning gathering, as the influx from the Infinite Light, blessed
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be He, is gathered and collected within.
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For the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, into
[Torah and commandments depends on the actual fulfillment of
the commandments, for there is no light without a vessel, as is
known from the nature of the element of fire.
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As a metaphor, fire naturally rises above all four elements
beneath the lunar sphere, yet it does not illuminate at night
unless it has something below to grasp onto and burn, such as a
wick or wood. Once the wood and wick are consumed, the fire
disappears as if it never existed and is not called light at all.
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And this is what is meant by "An ignorant person cannot be
pious." A pious person is one who possesses the attribute of love,
which is the aspect of light (for the numerical value of "twice light"
is equal to "love"), and the revelation of the light of love is only
possible if there is a vessel below to receive it. This vessel is
created through Torah and commandments.
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\Whereas this is not the case with an ignorant person. And
moreover, the primary cause for the drawing down of the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, so that it may be invested within Torah and
commandments, and for the state of "You are wise, but not with a
known wisdom," is the Torah itself and the performance of the
commandments.
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For the aspect of the vessel precedes the light at its root and
source, as it is explained elsewhere on the verse: "And these are
the kings who reigned in the land of Edom before any king
reigned over the Children of Israel."
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And as is known, the root and vitality of food—whether from
inanimate matter, vegetation, or animals—is higher than the
vitality and the life-force of man. This is why food sustains man
and restores his soul, etc.
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Therefore, the primary drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed
be He, depends on the aspect of the vessel, which is
accomplished through the actual performance of the
commandments. By making a vessel, the light is drawn down and
invested within them.
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And this is also the meaning of "An ignorant person cannot be
pious," for it is impossible for the light of love to be drawn down
from above except through vessels, which are the Torah and
commandments.
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And with this, it is understood why we sometimes find that
Avraham’s greatness is considered to be that he fulfilled the
entire Torah, as it is written, "And he kept My charge," etc.
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And at other times, we find that it is considered a deficiency, that
he did not merit receiving the Torah.
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Both are true: for from the perspective of the root of his soul, he
was extremely lofty, to the extent that his soul was a chariot and a
vessel for the light of the Torah and the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, that is drawn down and invested in the Torah.
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For Avraham is from the letters of "Eiver MaH" (n"n 12x), which
means "limb" and "vessel." However, the commandments
themselves, which are of even higher levels—"before any king
reigned," etc.—had not yet been given in the days of Avraham.
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However, regarding this drawing down, it is said, "They shall bring
the royal garment and the horse upon which the king has ridden,
and they shall dress the man," etc.
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And the matter is as follows: The royal garment refers to the
aspect of Torah and commandments, as it is written, "He wraps
Himself in light as a garment," and "there is no light but Torah,"
for the Torah emerges from wisdom.
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And it is an aspect of a garment for the Infinite Light, blessed be
He, that is invested within it—"You are wise," etc.
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And the commandments are called garments, in which is invested
kindness—"the right arm," etc.
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And the drawing down of this garment—meaning that the Infinite
Light, blessed be He, should be invested in Torah and
commandments through the actual performance of
commandments—is accomplished through the aspect of the
horse.
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As it is written regarding the giving of the Torah, "For You shall
ride upon Your horses; Your chariots are salvation."
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And the explanation of this matter is that behold, "horse" (010)
has the numerical value of twice "63) "0~a), and this refers to the
aspect of "for He has triumphed gloriously" (nx3 nxa '),
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meaning that through this, one attains the aspect of nullification to
Him, may He be blessed.
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For commandments require intention, that is, the yearning of the
heart,
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as it is stated, "If he sets his heart upon Him," etc.,
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for the Infinite Light, blessed be He, only dwells upon one who is
nullified to Him, etc.
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And behold, the concept of the horse is that it carries its rider to a
place where he could not reach on his own.
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And in this, there are two aspects: it elevates him to great heights
and brings him down to deep valleys.
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So too, in this aspect of nullification, there are two levels: from
below to above, to a place where there is no sustenance or grasp
for the Sitra Achra,
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the world of freedom, "Pride against the arrogant," where they
were not granted abundance and life, "If you ascend like an
eagle, etc."
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And this is what is written: "The horse and its rider He cast into
the sea"—"nnY" (cast) is both an expression of elevation and an
expression of throwing, and both are true,
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for due to the exaltedness, there is a state of being cast away,
etc.
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And from above to below, that this revelation of the aspect of
nullification is drawn downward, so that the Sitra Achra is
overturned and subdued, etc.
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For it is impossible for the transformation of attributes to occur
through the holy attributes themselves,
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since they are opposites, as it is said: "Not like Avraham, from
whom Yishmael emerged,”
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but rather, until a spirit from above is poured upon him—the
aspect of nullification in the Infinite Light, blessed be He.
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And this is hinted at in the words of our Sages: "Let his mother
come and clean up after her son," etc.,
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as it is written: "If the Lord washes," do not read it as "if" (ox) but
rather as "mother" (nx),
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for "nnan ox" (the mother of the children) refers to the source of
the attributes, which is the aspect of contemplation in the Infinite
Light, blessed be He,
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in a true state of nullification, and there, all attributes are
transformed from one extreme to the other,
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for it is an aspect of encompassing light, similar to the analogy of
thought that encompasses and contains two opposite things,
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and there is no dominance of "one opposite against the other" in
that state.

N7 NRIYY7 N1 NN |07 DY NI

And this is [the meaning of the verse]: "For You shall ride upon
'Your horses, Your chariots of salvation."

A'Ni1210 7'Q10 W 297A 2" N7
Ny,

That the aspect of salvation is drawn forth—to save from the
judges of one's soul and to transform [the negative forces], etc.
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And through this, the garment and the horse are given by the
hand of one of the noble ministers of the king—
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this is Michael, the great priest, a branch of kindness, who
clothes the soul in Gan Eden, etc.
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And he calls before him: "So shall it be done," etc.
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This will be understood based on the saying of our Sages: "In the
future, the righteous will be proclaimed before them, ‘Kadosh’
(holy), etc."
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For behold, "Kadosh" signifies drawing down the Supreme
Holiness with a Vav (1), which indicates a transmission [of divine
energy].
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IANnd in the future, all transmissions will be from below to above,
for the primary revelation will be below,
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and the supernal angels will receive illumination from below, etc.
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Now, the drawing down of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, in this
manner, began at the Giving of the Torah,
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for then was the beginning of this transmission, similar to "Little
by little | shall drive it out."
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However, in the days of Haman, "the Jews accepted" in a
complete acceptance, all at once,
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for Jews are called by the aspect of Hodaya (thanksgiving).
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For there is Beracha (blessing) and Hodaya (thanksgiving):
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Beracha is the aspect of revelation from world to world,
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but Hodaya is not an aspect of revelation,
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for it is the aspect of acknowledgment in the Infinite Light,
blessed be He,
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which cannot be revealed or grasped by any thought—only
through acknowledgment.
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ANnd this is a state of absolute nullification.
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And at that time, Israel merited the level of the greatest Bittul
(nullification) through their self-sacrifice for the sanctification of
the Name.
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For had they chosen to convert their religion, Haman would have
done nothing to them,
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for his decree was only against "the Jews."
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But they gave themselves over to death for an entire year,
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and no foreign thought entered their minds, Heaven forbid.
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And through this level of self-sacrifice, they merited a complete
@cceptance,
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in which the aspect of the Infinite Light, blessed be He, truly
entered and was drawn into them.
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