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Parshas Shemini 
חֵק יצַָרְתָּ זהֶ לִוְיתָָן בּוֹ לְשַׂ  

 
Leviathan—this You formed to play with it. Here is the concept 
of the subjugation of the exiles: its nature is only comparable to a 
kind of mock-battle staged by a ruler in his own royal chambers, 
where he places one beast against another to fight, one devouring 
the other, overpowering it. And sometimes, the other one 
overpowers the first and takes back even more than was taken from 
it. 

חֵק יצַָרְתָּ זֶה לִוְיתָָן עְבּוּד עִניְןַ הִנֵּה ,בּוֹ לְשַׂ הַגָּלֻיּוֹת שִׁ  
ל אֶלָּא הָעִניְןָ אֵין מָשָׁ חוֹק כְּ ה הַשְּׂ עוֹשֶׂ ר שֶׁ הֵיכָלוֹתָיו הַשַּׂ בְּ  

עֲמִיד מַּ לוֹניִת חַיָּה שֶׁ לוֹניִת חַיָּה עִם פְּ חֵם פְּ זהֶ עִם זהֶ לִלָּ  
ניִ וּפְעָמִים עָלָיו, וְיתְִגַּבֵּר מֵחֲבֵרוֹ הָאֶחָד וְיטְִרףֹ הַשֵּׁ שֶׁ  

נּוּ וְיטְִרףֹ עָלָיו מִתְגַּבֵּר כו יתֵֹר מִמֶּ '. 

And after the spectacle concludes, the prince derives great delight 
and pleasure from the victory of one over the other. Similarly, by 
way of analogy, the seventy angelic princes (Sarim) are likened to 
beasts, as mentioned in Daniel (Daniel 7). And likewise, the tribes 
of Israel are also likened to animals: Judah as a lion, Benjamin as 
a wolf, etc. 

לָאכָה גְמַר וְאַחֲרֵי ן יתְִעַנֵּג הִנֵּה הַמְּ ר מְאדֹ וְיתְִעַדֵּ הַשַּׂ  
חוֹן ל מֵהַנִּצָּ רֶךְ עַל וְכֵן חֲבֵרוֹ. עַל הָאֶחָד שֶׁ ל דֶּ מָשָׁ  
בְעִים רִים הַשִּׁ לִים שָׂ כָּתוּב כְּמוֹ לַחַיּוֹת נמְִשָׁ דָניֵּאל, שֶׁ בְּ  

בְטֵי וְגַם רָאֵל שִׁ לִים ישְׂ אֲרִיֵּה, - יהְוּדָה לַחַיּוֹת: נמְִשָׁ  
כו זאְֵב - וּבִניְמִָין '. 

And the subjugation of the exiles is like their mutual 
battles—each attempting to overpower the other, to pull prey from 
its mouth, to topple it. For we see that a physical ruler especially 
seeks and longs to place upon the Jews an increasingly 
burdensome taxation—far more than upon other nations that live 
off his land. 

עְבּוּד עִניְןַ הוּא הַגָּלֻיּוֹת וְשִׁ זהֶ זהֶ מִלְחֶמְתָם כְּ לְהִתְגַּבֵּר בָּ  
לְעוֹ לְהוֹצִיא חֲבֵרוֹ עַל הָאֶחָד יו בִּ יל מִפִּ כו'. אוֹתוֹ וּלְהַפִּ  

י ר אָנוּ רוֹאִים הִנֵּה כִּ הַשַּׂ מִי שֶׁ פֹּץ יוֹתֵר הַגַּשְׁ תּוֹקֵק יחְַ וְישְׁ  
ים לְעלֹ סִּ רִבּוּי הַמַּ יד רִבּוּי אַחַר בְּ רָאֵל עַל לְהַכְבִּ כו ישְׂ '. 

This is unlike the gentile who earns his living from the land; he 
does not desire to burden it. And the reason is this: as it is known 
(see Devarim 32:8), “When the Most High gave the nations their 
inheritance… He set boundaries of the peoples according to the 
number of the children of Israel.” Yaakov and Esav were 
apportioned separately. Esav has no part in holiness and was 
separated from Hashem’s unity. 

אֵין מַה ן שֶּׁ נָּכְרִי כֵּ רְנסֵ בַּ תְפַּ מִּ חָפֵץ אֵינוֹ - מֵאֲדָמָתוֹ שֶׁ  
לָל יד כְּ עַם כו'. עָלָיו לְהַכְבִּ יָּדוּעַ לְפִי הוּא וְהַטַּ שֶׁ  

הַנחְֵל בָרִים כו'" גּוֹיםִ עֶלְיוֹן "בְּ יל ל״ב:ח׳(, )דְּ גּוֹרָל הִפִּ  
ה ו, לְיעֲַקבֹ הַחֲלֻקָּ ו וְאֵין וְעֵשָׂ ה חֵלֶק לְעֵשָׂ דֻשָּׁ קְּ לָל בַּ כְּ  

כו מֵאֶחָדוּתוֹ וְהִפְרִידָם '. 

Therefore, his heart is bitter when a Jew earns sustenance in his 
place—this is not “his” portion. And when a Jew serves G-d and 
does mitzvos in their land, it pains the spiritual Sar (minister) of 
Esav. 

ן עַל ר לִבּוֹ כֵּ ר הַמָּ הַיְּהוּדִי מְאדֹ לוֹ ימַּ רְנסֵ כְּשֶׁ מִתְפַּ  
מְקוֹמוֹ אֵין - בִּ לָל. יעֲַקבֹ מֵחֶלֶק זהֶ שֶׁ עוֹבֵד כְּ ה' וּכְשֶׁ  
ה י מֵצֵר זהֶ בְּאַרְצָם, מִצְוָה וְעוֹשֶׂ ו לְצִדֵּ כו עֵשָׂ '. 
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And their “compromise” or reconciliation is in the burden of 
taxes—through money. But this only satisfies the physical prince, 
not the spiritual one. He is not appeased by wealth; he takes a 
different kind of bribe: namely, sins that arise due to financial 
burdens—such as neglect of Torah, jealousy, hatred, lies, etc. 

יּוּס ים בְּעוֹל הוּא וְהַפִּ סִּ מוֹן. – הַמַּ ר אֲבָל בַּמָּ הָרוּחָניִ לַשַּׂ  
יַּנִּיחֶנּוּ וּפִיּוּס שׁוֹחַד זהֶ אֵין בִיל שֶׁ הוּא הִנֵּה כו', מָמוֹן בִּשְׁ  

הַינְוּ – אַחֵר וּפִיּוּס שׁוֹחַד לוֹקֵחַ ה דְּ עֲבֵרוֹת מִכַּמָּ  
בַּת הַנִּמְצָאוֹת ס: עוֹל מִסִּ נאְָה, קִנאְָה, תּוֹרָה, בִּטּוּל הַמַּ שִׂ  

קֶר וְכוּ שֶׁ '. 
He delights in the spiritual nourishment that comes from those 
sins, and it appears to him that he is victorious—that he snatched 
prey and sustenance. But the opposite is true. When the mitzvah is 
performed in that setting, the spiritual elevation and reward strip 
away far more from him than what he thought he gained. 

ל מֵהָרוּחָניִּוּת וְנהֱֶנהֶ וְנדְִמֶה נרְִאֶה וְהִנֵּה כו'. הָעֲבֵרוֹת שֶׁ  
הוּא לוֹ – הוּא וְנהֱֶפַךְ כו'. וּמָזוֹן טֶרֶף וְחָטַף הַגִּבּוֹר שֶׁ  

ב נִּחְשָׁ כַר כְּשֶׁ נגֶֶד מִצְוָה שָׂ יַּת וְהוּא זהֶ, כְּ צְוָה עֲשִׂ – כו' הַמִּ  
נּוּ נחְֶלְקוּ חַיּוֹת הַרְבֵּה הֲרֵי ה יוֹתֵר זהֶ, ידְֵי עַל מִמֶּ מִמַּ  

קַח לָּ כו הוּא שֶׁ '. 
This is like the concept of “for you are heaping coals upon his 
head” (Mishlei 25:22). And in the future, the true nature of this 
cosmic battle will be revealed. This is what is meant by: “This 
Leviathan You created to play with it.” These are the souls of Israel 
whom You formed to endure exile and its battles among many 
spiritual beasts—for the sake of the divine play and delight that 
will arise at the end. 

י וְכְעִניְןַ ה גַחָלִים "כִּ לֵי ראֹשׁוֹ" עַל חוֹתֶה אַתָּ )מִשְׁ  
וְזהֶוּ זוֹ. מִלְחָמָה עִניְןַ כָּל יתְִגַּלֶּה וְלֶעָתִיד כו'. כ״ה:כ״ב(  

נסֶֶת אֵלּוּ – "לִוְיתָָן רָאֵל כְּ ם זהֶ – ישְׂ דָם יצַָרְתָּ עְבְּ לְשַׁ  
גָּלוּת מִלְחֲמוֹת בַּ נַּ"ל, רַבּוֹת חַיּוֹת בְּ בִיל כַּ חוֹק בִּשְׁ הַשַּׂ  

יְּהִיֶּה הָאֱלֹקִי וְהָענֹגֶ גְמָרוֹ שֶׁ חֵק וְזהֶוּ – בִּ בּוֹ 'לְשַׂ '". 

As explained elsewhere (see Midrash Shocher Tov on Psalms), that 
in the final generations, Hashem will be found laughing. This is 
like the concept of: “In the future, Hashem will make a Kenegiyah 
(gladiatorial display) for the righteous” (see Midrash Tehillim 
104:26). 

כָּתוּב וּכְמוֹ עַל טוֹב שׁוֹחֵר )מִדְרָשׁ אַחֵר בְּמָקוֹם שֶׁ  
הִלִּים(: רוֹן תְּ ב אַחֲרוֹן "גְּשָׁ חֵק יוֹשֵׁ עִניְןַ וְהוּא כו'", וּמְשַׂ כְּ  

יקִים" קְניִגְיאָ לַעֲשׂוֹת "עָתִיד דִּ הִלִּים ע"ש כו' לַצַּ )תְּ  
 .(ק״ד:כ״ו

[NOTE: 🧾 Summary 
This discourse presents a powerful mystical interpretation of exile and spiritual struggle through 
the lens of a cosmic drama, based on the verse "Leviathan—this You formed to play with it" 
(Tehillim 104:26). 

It draws a parallel between the divine orchestration of history and a king’s staged battle, where 
animals are placed to fight one another for his entertainment. Similarly, Hashem orchestrates the 
rise and fall of nations—especially the battle between the seventy nations (represented by 
angelic “animal” forces) and the twelve tribes of Israel, also symbolized by animals (e.g., lion, 
wolf). 

The subjugation of Israel in exile is explained as a kind of spiritual warfare, where the nations 
(and their spiritual Sarim—angelic ministers) extract both physical burdens (through taxes) and 
spiritual “nourishment” (through sins like jealousy, hatred, and neglect of Torah). 
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Yet ultimately, the performance of mitzvos under duress and exile turns the tide. While it may 
seem the enemy has “won,” in truth, each mitzvah reclaims divine sparks and weakens the 
spiritual grasp of these forces. At the end of history, Hashem will reveal this entire saga was “a 
divine play”—not in the trivial sense of mockery, but in the higher sense of orchestrated joy 
and revelation of truth, culminating in divine delight and vindication for the Jewish people. 

✅ Practical Takeaway 

Even the chaos and struggle of exile is part of a divine plan. When you feel weighed 
down—whether by spiritual distractions, worldly pressures, or communal struggles—remember: 
every mitzvah done in exile is exponentially more powerful. It weakens negative spiritual forces 
and contributes to the final revelation of Hashem’s unity and justice. 

Rather than being discouraged by the weight of exile, we are called to realize that Hashem 
Himself is watching—and delighting—in our victories, especially when we perform mitzvos 
in challenging circumstances. Your spiritual perseverance is not lost, it is treasured as part of the 
ultimate divine purpose. 

📖 True Chassidic Story 

The Baal Shem Tov’s Vision of the Beasts 

The Baal Shem Tov once described a vision he saw during his aliyas haneshamah (ascent of the 
soul). In Heaven, he saw spiritual beasts—some dark and terrifying, some radiant and glowing. 
These beasts, he was told, were formed by the actions of people below. 

The dark ones came from anger, jealousy, slander, and dishonesty. The glowing beasts were 
created from mitzvos, charity, kindness, and Torah learning. 

“What happens to them?” the Baal Shem asked. 

The Heavenly reply: “They battle. Every mitzvah you do creates a beast of light that challenges 
and conquers the dark. The greater the challenge, the more powerful the beast you create.” 

This reflects the message of the discourse: every Jew, especially in exile, is a warrior in 
Hashem’s arena, and every action sends shockwaves in the higher realms. We are not passive 
victims of exile—we are champions, even if we don’t always see the scoreboard. END NOTE] 
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