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Honor of the holiness of our master, teacher, and Rebbe, his soul
in Eden.

An explanation regarding the matter of the cherubim. When
the Nukva, which is Knesset Yisrael, stands face to face with
Zeir Anpin in equality of stature, and also receives the mochin of
Abba and Imma and one crown for both of them,

then they are called brothers, and this was through the receiving
of the Torah, which issues from Chochmah and Binah, face to
face. And behold, in Atzilut they are called the great Man and
great countenances, for the Infinite Light is enclothed also in
the vessels, and therefore He and His vessels are one.

And through the Mishkan and the Beit HaMikdash, when He
constricted His Shechinah between the poles of the Ark in
Asiyah, then Zeir Anpin and Nukva are called small
countenances in the Gemara, and they are the cherubim
themselves. And since the world of Asiyah ascends to Atzilut
three times every day,

therefore the cherubim have wings spread upward to fly to
Atzilut. And it is known that Zeir Anpin is the ultimate descent
of the Infinite Light from above to below in order afterward to
illuminate to Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah through the Nukva,
which is the lower mother, which is the source of Beriah,
Yetzirah, and Asiyah within Atzilut.

Therefore it is written: “One cherub from this end” (Exodus
25:19) this is the extremity of the Infinite Light in Zeir Anpin;
“and one cherub from that end” (Exodus 25:19) this is the
source of Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah and their root in Atzilut,
in which also the Infinite Light is enclothed through the mochin
of Abba and Imma that are given into the head of the Nukva
through Zeir Anpin her husband by way of passage only,

and not by way of actual enclothement as it is at a time when
she is not equal in stature with him but only from the chest and
below, as is known. And the cherubim are made of one piece
from the kaporet, which is the aspect of crown for both of them
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and also an encompassing aspect over the tablets that are in the
Ark,

which are the aspect of Yesod of Abba that were enclothed in
Asiyah at the time of the Mishkan and the Temple; and at the
time of the ascent of the cherubim they elevate also the kaporet
and the tablets to Atzilut. Therefore it is written: “covering with
their wings over the kaporet” (Exodus 25:20),

that the kaporet ascends with them. And after the destruction,
Zeir Anpin and Nukva of Atzilut were withdrawn to their place
and did not return to be enclothed again in physical Asiyah even
in the Second Temple, for the cherubim were hidden away;
rather only in the inward aspect of the worlds through the
occupation in Torah of the Tannaim in the days of the Second
Temple and after it in halachot,

which are the inwardness of the Supernal Will that was not
revealed in Supernal Wisdom, which is the Written Torah. And
as is known from what is written: “A woman of valor is the
crown of her husband” (Proverbs 12:4).

[NOTE Summary:
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In this maamar, the Alter Rebbe explains the inner meaning of the 2°2172 as expressions of the dynamic
relationship between 1"91% 7"y and X271, identified with the Holy One, blessed be He, and X2 no12. When
Nukva stands 22192 0°12 with Zeir Anpin in equal stature and receives the mochin of Abba and Imma with one
shared crown, they are called “brothers.” This state was revealed at 7710 jn», which emerges from 7m51 and

713, creating a complete 0°192 2°19 union.

In the world of M 2x, this unity is described as 21737 07X and °2727 01K, because the 710 X 7 is enclothed
within the vessels, and therefore “7r1 °71272 71°R” — He and His vessels are one. However, when the Shechinah
descends and is constricted between the poles of the Ark in the Mishkan and the Beit HaMikdash, this sublime
unity becomes expressed in a diminished mode within 7wy. There they are termed 7017 *01R and are

symbolized physically by the 2°2173 atop the n7192.

The cherubim possess wings spread upward because the world of 7wy ascends to M?°2X three times daily; thus
they represent perpetual ascent. One 21173 “from one end” alludes to the extremity of 710 X 77X as it concludes
within 1918 7°97, while the other corresponds to the source of Wy 7% 7X*12 rooted in M?2X. The flow of
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mochin from X»X1 X2X enters Nukva through Zeir Anpin in a mode of 22v», not full mwabnn, reflecting
differing spiritual states depending on whether Nukva is equal in stature or only from the chest downward.

The 0°2172 are formed as one piece with the n7193, which represents 7n> for both and serves as a makif over the
mm? in the Ark. The nm? embody XaR 70 as it descended into 7°wy during the Temple era. When the
cherubim ascend, they elevate even the N9 and mm? back toward m? ¥R, as hinted by ‘¥ 077°5132 03210

5:772 NMW) NT1997).

After the destruction of the First Temple, 12ix 7°¥1 and X211 of n9°¢R withdrew and no longer became
enclothed in physical 7wy, even in the Second Temple, for the cherubim were hidden. Yet their inner reality
persisted in the n1°»15 of the worlds through Torah study. In particular, the M%7 of the o°Xin express N1
11°9v17 1739, a dimension deeper than what is revealed in aX%°v 751 as 2022w 710, This is alluded to in “2°n nwWX
7:2°°5wn) 7117y nwy): the feminine principle crowns and completes the masculine, signifying the elevation of
Nukva to a supernal crown through 707 n»°15.

Thus the physical cherubim were but the outer garment of an ongoing cosmic process: the ascent and union of
Divine attributes, the elevation of worlds, and the transformation of exile into a concealed yet inwardly
intensified union achieved through Torah.

Practical Takeaway:

The maamar teaches that revelation is not limited to visible holiness. When the Temple stood, Divine unity
was manifest in physical symbols. After destruction, that unity did not vanish; it shifted inward. Today, the
ascent of worlds occurs through immersion in Torah, especially halachah, which embodies the inner will of the
Divine. Even when outward structures fall, the n1»°19 remains accessible. Our task is to create 0°192 0°19
connection through study, prayer, and alignment of will, thereby restoring the inner crown of union between
the Divine and the Jewish soul.

Chassidic Story:

It is recorded that during times of persecution when the physical splendor of Jewish life was broken, the Alter
Rebbe intensified his emphasis on learning practical halachah. Once, a chassid lamented before him that
without the Temple and without open miracles, how can one feel closeness? The Alter Rebbe responded that
when a Jew opens a Gemara and clarifies a halachic detail with precision, he is entering the Holy of Holies.
There, in the inward dimension of Torah, the cherubim still face one another. The visible wings may be hidden,
but in the world of 1719, they continue to ascend and unite.

Therapeutic Psychological Integration
When the Wings Disappear
The Alter Rebbe’s teaching about the 0°2173 is not just cosmology. It is a map of the human psyche.
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There are moments in life when everything feels face-to-face. Alignment. Clarity. You feel integrated. Your
thoughts, emotions, and actions stand in equality of stature. Nothing is fragmented. That is the state of 019
o°192. In Kabbalistic language, 121% 7°¥1 and X311 are equal and receive one crown.

Psychologically, this is coherence.

You know who you are.
You know what you value.
You act accordingly.

Then life shifts.

The Shechinah “descends into Asiyah.” The light constricts. The unity that once felt expansive now feels
small. What was 2727 *5IX becomes 017 *01X. The great face becomes the small face.

In emotional language: your higher vision becomes trapped in daily survival.
And here is the radical insight: the cherubim still have wings.

Even when the Divine presence is constricted between the poles of the Ark, even when you feel boxed in by
circumstances, the wings are spread upward. Because ascent is built into the structure.

Every day, three times a day, the world of action rises.
Every day, three times a day, you rise.

When you pause for prayer.
When you learn.
When you realign your intention.

You may not feel like 217377 07X, but your wings are still designed for Atzilut.

After the Destruction
The Alter Rebbe makes an even deeper psychological point.

After the Temple was destroyed, the cherubim were hidden. The visible symbol of intimacy was gone. But the
nn1d did not disappear. It moved inward into Torah, into halachah, into the precise alignment of will.

Externally: exile.
Internally: intensified union.

This is a trauma model.
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Sometimes after a rupture, the relationship looks broken. The physical structure is gone. But internally,
something deeper is forged. If you work through it consciously, the bond becomes less dramatic and more
integrated.

The feminine crowns the masculine. “77¥2 nwY 21 NWR.”
The receptive dimension becomes the crown.

Emotion becomes the crown of intellect.
Embodiment becomes the crown of insight.
Practice becomes the crown of inspiration.

You stop chasing light and start building vessels.
That is mature spirituality.

A Contemporary Story

A man once described to me how in his early twenties he felt spiritually on fire. He prayed with intensity,
learned mystical texts, felt expansive love. Then life happened. Marriage. Children. Bills. Career stress.
Fatigue.

He thought he had lost the light.

Years later he told me, “T don’t feel like I used to. But every night, no matter what, I sit and learn halachah for
twenty minutes. Quietly. Consistently.”

I asked him what that felt like.
He said, “It’s not dramatic. It’s steady. It feels like something deep is being built.”
That is the hidden cherubim.

The wings are not always visible. But when you choose alignment over impulse, consistency over intensity,
and inner coherence over external display, the worlds ascend.

The Alter Rebbe is telling us: Greatness is not when you feel like heaven.
Greatness is when you build heaven inside the ordinary.

And even when the Temple seems destroyed, the cherubim are still facing each other.

END NOTE]
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