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Rabbi Shimon opened and said: "I am for my beloved and His
desire is upon me" (Song of Songs 7:11). All the days that [ was
bound in this world with one bond, I was bound with the Holy
One, blessed be He—and for this reason, now, "and His desire is
upon me."

W) INRAWA 23 2TIT? IR 1R TIRY *31 nnD

T2 TA1, KT 2 KWITRA 172 RITVRDK XTVR

INRITA *2¥) ROV,

And continuing the matter there: I would gaze each day upon the
verse, "In G-d will my soul boast" (Psalms 34:3). And today, this
verse is fulfilled in its entirety—for my soul is bound with Him,
clinging to Him.
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Throughout all the days of his life (all the days that I was bound
in this world), Rabbi Shimon was bound with the Holy One,
blessed be He ("&317vpnKk" is a term of connection, as in "and she

tied a scarlet thread upon his hand" [Joshua 2:18], which Targum
renders "and she tied upon his hand a crimson thread").
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For connection is specifically in two matters. And today, on the
day of his passing, he reached a loftier level—that he became one
with the Holy One, blessed be He, completely united with Him.
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And even though it was only on the day of his passing that he
reached the level of "X718 72" (complete unity), since
throughout his life he strove to reach this level ("I would gaze
each day upon this verse"), it is understood that in general he
already attained it during his lifetime.

(P) "W Y3 "RTIR 2" RAVTPY AN )
Y37 PIRWA YR 239 1120 17 ,ImpenoT oin
12m ("R "RT2 RpP 92 X7 2280n") T XITTY
RPX 102 03 77 Y30 LA T M0aw
RITRT 92 07701 (X712 XR") A1 Mnway
impARa P32,

And as is also evident from what is explained in the continuation
of 5666 (Terumah 5666), that the manner of Rashbi’s Torah study
was "Toraso umnaso"—his Torah was his occupation. That is, his
learning was in a mode of drawing down "masculine waters" (72
11717), unlike other Tannaim whose study was through the
arousal from below ("feminine waters").
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This is the matter of "X7°1% 7°2", and the idea that his soul clung
to Him ("Ru*7% 7°2")—and this level, of his Torah being his full
occupation, was throughout all the days of his life.
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And further, as brought in several discourses the concept of
"R A2 navl" is explained in connection with "R7"0pR 02
X1TwpnXR"—for even in the connection ("X vp 702") there is inner
unity ("X71% 7°2"), but throughout the days of his life it was not
revealed. On the day of his passing, when the inner essence (the
root and source) of all a person’s service is revealed, so too is the
inner dimension of "XITURPNR XVR T72"—that it is not only a
connection but actual unity.
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And this will be understood by prefacing the known concept®
that even hiskashrus (deep bonding) is higher than deveikus

(clinging).
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For deveikus is external, like when a belt clings to the loins of a
man — the connection of the belt to the man's (loins) is only to his
external part.
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But Ziskashrus is in the inner dimension — like "his soul is bound
with his soul" (Genesis 44:30), which reaches his inner self.
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And this is the difference between karbanos and ketores. The
service of the sacrifices comes from the fact that Israel are
devukim (clinging) to the Holy One, blessed be He — as stated in
the Midrash®” and in the Zohar.
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Therefore, they would offer the sacrifices on the outer altar — for
in the soul of man, that corresponds to the externality of the
heart.??
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Ketores (incense) comes from the term kesher (bond).?® [For
every instance of the word kashar in scripture is rendered by
Targum as ketar®®.]
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Therefore, the ketores was on the inner altar — for in the soul of
man, that corresponds to the inner heart.??
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And the distinction between the service of the external heart and
the service of the inner heart is*®: the service of the outer heart is
through reason and understanding — for in love that is based on
intellect and logic, change is possible®®.
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But the service of the inner heart is beyond reason and
understanding, where no change is applicable.
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And this is the reason that karbanos (sacrifices) denote kiruv
(closeness), and ketores denotes hiskashrus (binding).
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For kiruv indicates that one is a separate entity — but merely close
to G-d; yet it is still possible that he may distance, Heaven forbid.
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But hiskashrus (as in ketores) is a bond of permanence — for the
true idea of kesher shel kayama (an enduring bond) is that change
is not possible within it.

And behold, this difference between deveikus and hiskashrus
applies in the service that goes from below to above®”.
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For karbanos and ketores are both pillars of service, which is the
elevation from below to above®®.
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But the difference between deveikus and hiskashrus in the matter
of drawing down from above to below (Torah and acts of
kindness) is as stated in the Zohar®®”:
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"How beloved are Israel before the Holy One, blessed be He... to
cleave to Him and to be bound to Him."
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And the Mitteler Rebbe®” explains that /’isdab ’ka beh (to cleave
to Him) is through mitzvos — for the divine flow drawn by
mitzvos is in the mode of makif (encompassing), like it says, “And
His right arm embraces me” (Song of Songs 2:6).
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That the light drawn through mitzvos embraces the person who
fulfills them — for a hug surrounds from the outside — therefore,
it says “to cleave to Him,” which is an external connection.
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And “!’iskashra amhon” (to be bound to them) is through Torah
— for the divine flow via Torah is inward, as it says®® “Your
Torah is within my inner parts” (Psalms 40:9).
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Therefore, it says /’iskashra amhon — for hiskashrus is an internal
bond.
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The connection of the Holy One, blessed be He, with Israel
through Torah is called hiskashrus, as it is said®”: “Three knots
are bound together — the Holy One, blessed be He, the Torah, and
Israel.”
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And behold, in the deveikus (cleaving) of Israel to the Holy One,
blessed be He — which from this aspect they have the power to
offer sacrifices — there are two levels.
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For in the Midrash it states that the reason Hashem commanded
Israel to offer sacrifices is because “they are cleaving to Me.” This
is as it is written: “As the belt cleaves to the loins of a man”
(Jeremiah 13:11).
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And in the Zohar®® it says: “Fortunate are Israel, that the Holy
One, blessed be He, calls them ‘Adam’... ‘Adam ki yakriv mikem’
— why are they called Adam? Because it is written: ‘And you
who cleave to the L-rd your G-d’ (Deut. 4:4).”
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And it is explained in Hemshech 5666 that the Midrash speaks of
the deveikus of keilim (vessels) — for keilim have an independent
existence, and their union (deveikus) is not intrinsic.
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Therefore the verse brings the analogy of “as the belt clings to the
man,” because the belt is a separate existence — only that it is
attached to the person.
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But the Zohar speaks of the deveikus of oros (lights) — for the
union of lights is an intrinsic unity.
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Therefore the verse there brings: “And you who cleave to Hashem
your G-d” — true deveikus.
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And one can say that even the deveikus of oros is still called
deveikus, which is only external (as mentioned above), because
light too is an expansion and revelation from the outside of the
essence.
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And according to what is known“® that Torah and mitzvos are
(analogous to) oros (lights) and keilim (vessels), one may say that
also the connection through Torah study — since Torah is in a
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state of expansion and revelation* — is included in the concept

of deveikus.

But the concept of hiskashrus that comes through Torah study —
“Israel are bound with Torah, and Torah is bound with the Holy
One, blessed be He” — this is because of the essence of Torah
which is above expansion and revelation.
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And this will be understood based on what is known"“® that in the
hiskashrus of Israel, Torah, and the Holy One, blessed be He, there
are two modalities.

D7391K "3 — XN 7712 RYPPY RO,

For from the perspective of Torah as it descends within
hishtalshelus (the chain of spiritual descent), since in hishtalshelus
the outer of the higher becomes the inner of the lower —
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then the manner of connection of Israel with the Torah is that the
p ‘nimiyus (inner) of Israel connects with the chitzoniyus (outer) of
Torah.
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And likewise in the connection of Torah with the Holy One,
blessed be He — the hidden and inner of Torah is connected to the
outer of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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In this arrangement, the connection of the revealed aspect of Israel
with the hidden of the Divine happens through several
intermediaries: the hidden aspect of Israel, the revealed and hidden
dimensions of Torah, and the revealed aspect of the Divine.

D°0Q Y XYY X393 7Y MIWRDI — A1 19K
DOYRI 792 OT) 7Y T — RT3 KUY
RDIRT 2O0Y LRD7IRY X073 ,2X7077 2°NY)
RIT T2 RYTIPT RI2).

But from the perspective of the essence of Torah, as it is above
hishtalshelus, the connection of Israel with the Holy One, blessed
be He, is such that even the revealed part of Israel connects with
the p ‘nimiyus of the Divine — without any intermediaries.
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And even when one learns the revealed part of Torah with his own
understanding and comprehension, he is connected (even the
revealed part of his soul, through his comprehension) also to the
hidden of Torah — and through it, to the hidden of the Divine.
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And it may be said that the hiskashrus (bonding) of Israel and the
Torah — which is from the level of Torah as it descends within
hishtalshelus — is included in the category of deveikus, which is
in externality.
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For the hiskashrus of Israel with the Torah (from this level) is in
the external aspect (the revealed level) of Torah —

(07 X377 7¥RY) RN PRWIT MIWRNAT 02
RITTIRT (R273) NPINI2 X7,

and more than this: even the pnimiyus (inner aspect) at this level
— as it has descended within Aishtalshelus to serve as an
intermediary —
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And the phrase “t’las kishrin inun miskashran da b’da” (three
bonds are bound one to the other) refers (primarily) to the
hiskashrus stemming from the essence of Torah, which is above
hishtalshelus.
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For this hiskashrus is in the hidden of the Torah and in the hidden
of the Holy One, blessed be He — inner dimension.

D°NYRI ROIINT 2003 K — §T MIWRnTT
YRS — XA T2 KPP,

Q)]

And behold, even in the hiskashrus that comes from the essence of
Torah, Israel, Torah, and the Holy One, blessed be He, are still like
three distinct entities — but they become bound together.
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But when we say “Israel, Torah, and the Holy One, blessed be He,
are all one,” this refers to a level higher than the hiskashrus from
the essence of Torah as it stands above hishtalshelus (the chain of
descent).
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And this can be understood by first analyzing the precise wording
of the phrase: “Three bonds are bound one to the other.”
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For seemingly, there are only rwo bonds: that Israel is bound to
Torah, and Torah is bound to the Holy One, blessed be He.
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One of the explanations is that the third bond is the direct bond
between Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He — not through the
intermediary of Torah.
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To the extent that the root of Israel is in the Essence — which is
higher®” than the root of Torah.

OTRYnPY — NIV X 2R WY Ty
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And the order of these three bonds is like a circle, which has no
beginning or end.
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At first, Israel binds to Torah, and Torah to the Holy One, blessed
be He — and afterward, the bond of the Holy One, blessed be He,
to Israel.
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That is — one can say: after Israel connects to Torah, and through
it to the Holy One, blessed be He, it is then revealed that the root
of Israel is higher than the root in Torah.
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And once that bond (between Israel and the Holy One, blessed be
He) is made, then it is initially the bond of Israel with the Holy
One, blessed be He —

(R 12 YT 2X99°T) ) W YRV 0K
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and after the root of Israel is revealed in the Divine Essence, they
draw that also into the Torah —

— 200 MY RN W T2 IR
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similar to what is said about King David, who connected the Torah
above with the Holy One, blessed be He.
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For aside from the fact that Torah is the wisdom of the Holy One,
blessed be He — and wisdom is incomparably lower than the
Essence of the Infinite Light —

RIT TIN2 WITRD DY Innan RO 77IRY 17 Aol
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and Israel draws down into it the Essence of the Infinite Light —

A0 TR IR NMYY 72 DO RPN —

thus, since even in the root of Torah and Israel as they are in the
Essence, the root of Israel is higher than that of Torah —
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W T2yn? RN OXWT WY — Nyl
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therefore, through the Torah engagement of Israel, they draw
down the actual Divine Essence into Torah.

A2 W — X7 7RI PRY T 7Y 197
Unn Mnxyon.

And based on all of this, one can say that the statement “Israel,
Torah, and the Holy One, blessed be He, are all one” (not only that
they are bound to one another, but that they are literally one) —
this is primarily in relation to Israel.
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Because regarding Torah — since Torah exists for the sake of
Israel ("Speak to the children of Israel," "Command the children of]
Israel") — it is like an intermediary entity.

2R W2 X7 AIATY 02 (TIN2 YA
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It is a separate entity, though attached and connected with the
Holy One, blessed be He.
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This is not the case with Israel, who are rooted in the very
Essence itself.

YYD 0Ty — DX 12 PRY
wnn.

And that Israel is rooted in the Essence doesn’t mean they are
merely connected to it — Heaven forbid — but rather that the root
of Israel is one with the Essence.
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And through Israel drawing down the Essence into Torah, Torah
itself becomes one with the Essence —

NPyl — 77102 MRYD 027w XY 0T 29
mMnYYa oy 70 AT 03,

— [thus] Israel, Torah, and the Holy One, blessed be He, are
all one — truly one.

0 — 70 RTD RIT IR RYTPI RDIVR 282
wnn.
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And based on all of the above, we can now explain the two aspects
in Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai: “In one bond I was bound,” and “In
Him [ am united.” These reflect two modalities in his Torah
learning (since the essence of Rashbi was: Toraso umanuso —
Torah as his exclusive occupation).
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This can be understood based on the known idea® that even
through learning nigleh (the revealed part of Torah), Israel
becomes connected with the Essence of Torah and with the
Essence of Hashem (as explained earlier in section 7) — but this
remains hidden.

231 T 0T 9Y D3 1T T 0B Y 1M
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But the revelation of the Essence (of Torah and Hashem) comes
through study of the inner dimension of Torah.

X7 — (X7 712 RUTIPT 77I07) NNy 19N
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Since Rashbi’s learning was of a kind that even his study of nigleh

radiated pnimiyus®® —

M7NT TI73 DIY 1IR3 M QYT TPV 1P
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therefore, his hiskashrus to the Essence — of Torah and of
Hashem — even in his nigleh study, was revealed.
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This is what he meant by saying: “All the days that I was bound in
this world, I was bound in one bond to the Holy One, blessed be
He” — that even in his nigleh study, which was most of his
learning®® —

DAY — "N T2 KYTIPR A2 XIORDK XTUP
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and in all his affairs, which were permeated with Torah (since
“Toraso umanuso”) — it was in a way of hiskashrus that
transcends deveikus — “in one bond I was bound.”

[102n ,A71R2 0T PV PRI 22 A1 1T )
2YR7Y NMWRNT 193832 A0 — [In3pN ininy
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And more than this: through this, he also reached the third bond,
the direct connection between Israel and Hashem as it exists from
the perspective of the essence of the soul.
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DYy TRAY — R T2 RYTPY ORVT WD
NMNEYT Oy NP ROOW 03 ,AYiT.
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This is the meaning of “in one bond I was bound” — the
hiskashrus that stems from the level of yechidah®” (essence of the
soul), which transcends any duality.

MYRNIT — "RI0RDR XYVR 102" 1Y WY
YR X — (MWD 0%Y) "NTm] TERY
TIR "W NP,

As explained elsewhere®®, in the level of yechidah, both
modalities are truly one — “one bond.”

DI — TP NPNA2T 0N 0ipn2 Wi
RYOR 70" — TN T 0"

For the connection between Israel and Hashem via Torah — since
Torah is like an intermediary and not truly one with the Essence —
even when it stems from the essence of Torah, it’s a connection of
two bound things, with independent will.

RPN T 2YY NI T2 RY TP OXT WRaAT
DY W T0 ALK YYRY 102 X7 AATY 172 —
RYTIPY 287977 MIWRNTI 03,127 — MYy
0¥y 7¥n NMWRNTI 03) A7IRT T Y9y R T2
NPT R — (nﬁW’?DWﬂ?ﬁ n’?WQbW aaLi

DOWRNRT D037 W7 MIWRDT,

It’s a form of hiskashrus that still contains the concept of will (a
distinct existence with divided drives).

IR 37 PmY L TISYT MRVER) MP7Y).

1% 77 WY 19IR2 X7 DRI — X7

But the true meaning of “in one bond I was bound” — one
absolute bond — is the direct bond between Israel and Hashem
without Torah as an intermediary — because the root of Israel is
in the Essence.

W — "RIORNR RTUR 702"7 13T AR
NI TR RYTP 28T W2 RT — T8

— (Mg MwYnR T %Y 0T Weian n7ynhY)
NMRY2 RN 2RVT WY A7 TR0

And from all of the above, we can say that Rashbi reached the
completeness of “in Him I am united” specifically on the day of
his passing.

Y37 "W AT, W2 9130 9298 9N
K17 iMp7no o — "NTOY w27 MRy,

Because throughout his life, his essence was Torah study — and
therefore, even his hiskashrus at the level of the essence of the
soul was felt only as a bond between two entities —

TIRT PRY M Y WY — ™I R 92 TR3 2
RTUR 772" 13va2 03,1971 — (I3 in7in)
TV WIN 7 — (YD 0¥y TERY) "NI0RHN
0°737 IWT MWRNT NRNTI) MWRNIT

DWRNRY).

But on the day of his passing, the light of his soul's essence —
“my soul is united in Him” — shone openly and completely.®”

(PIvawan) 19733 23K PRI — IMpPnon oP
DYY TERY NI P2 RUTPI XY WD —
RTOR 2 w1, min”.

Q)

And behold, although the level of “In one bond I was bound,” and
certainly “In Him [ am united,” is extremely lofty — nonetheless,
through Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai saying “In one bond I was
bound” —

W91, "RUPNRN LR 2" MY AN 7
NP2 NP2YI IIT X7 — "RTI A wTed
702" V2R 1R °27 Y °T) %Y ,aiPn 29n —

15 "RITORDR RVR' —]
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(the word patach means that he opened the channel) — he gave
the ability to each and every Jew to access some aspect, a
glimmer, of this level.

127 19°1 — 7RI DR MDY — X7 "nn" WY
YU R 09N O MY L ON TN TN 927
1 1T 2.

That his Torah learning should be such that his soul is bound to
Torah with all his inner being —

AR WY 19N M — 19Y 1IAT TRy
NP9 222 iR,

and although there are times he must interrupt his Torah study,
nevertheless, at the time of learning, the Torah should be his entire
existence —

— TYIAT T9N P°0907 MRV D°I] WY 037
(7iRT T°9) A1 M — TP Ny 2P 23
imReen 93,

until he becomes one with the Torah and with the Giver of the
Torah — literally one.

0 — A7iRT 100 oY) 7RI BY T Y )
wnn.

And this empowerment is granted especially through the study of
the inner dimension of Torah — the teachings of Rabbi Shimon
bar Yochai®” —

TV 0T 99 RO NN IR Al 112 nrnim
655"y ¥ In7iR ,77IR0 nPne —

through which one gains an even greater power to bond and unify
with Torah and the Giver of Torah.

IRNT? WRNT? (NP TIW) 137 W — A1 0T WY
hbichRisihinhichfal

And through the study and dissemination of Rashbi’s Torah, which
in our generation has been revealed through the teachings of
Chassidus,

— "3y 2% NN T8I 7 0T, 79
NITOR07 1IN IN7301 19K NINITAY —

we hasten the Redemption —

7R3 DR 03 202N,

just as Moshiach promised the Baal Shem Tov: “When your
wellsprings spread outward, I will come.”

WY 2l oY P2’ MWD ok NOYIIN
RIPWn X377 RT M DX — 730 pinyn".

And as stated in the Zohar®”: “With this book of yours (Rashbi’s),
they will go out from the exile in mercy.”

"D (O"2WIT) 727 X2 ORTAT" T2 RDORT
D772 XDI23 10 w2 PP —

[NOTE: Summary

This maamar explores the profound unity between Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai (Rashbi) and
Hashem through Torah. It centers around Rashbi's declaration:

"R3qupnR RwR 772" (“In one bond I was bound”) and
"R7I8 2" (“In Him I am united”).

The Rebbe explains two dimensions in Rashbi’s connection:

1.
deep, still implies two entities being joined.
2.
is no separation at all between the soul and G-d.

“In one bond I was bound” reflects a level of hiskashrus (connection), which although

“In Him I am united” reflects a higher level — achdus — absolute oneness, where there
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Rashbi attained both levels through the way he learned Torah. Since Torah was his exclusive
occupation (Toraso Umanuso), even his study of the revealed parts of Torah (nigleh) was
infused with the inner dimension (pnimiyus). This allowed him to reach a revealed and
continuous state of union — both hiskashrus and achdus.

Crucially, the Rebbe reveals that Rashbi opened this channel for every Jew. Through Torah —
especially the inner dimension of Torah as revealed through Chassidus — every Jew can
connect to the Torah and to Hashem in a way that his soul becomes united with both.

Even more, this union doesn’t remain theoretical: studying and spreading Rashbi’s Torah, as
revealed in Chassidus, hastens the Redemption, fulfilling the prophecy that through this
“book” (Rashbi’s teachings), “they will go out from exile with mercy” (Zohar).

— Practical Takeaway

You don’t need to be Rashbi to connect like Rashbi.
When you study Torah — especially Pnimiyus haTorah / Chassidus — with total
immersion, your soul bonds with the Torah, and through it, with Hashem Himself.
e Even if you must interrupt your learning during the day, when you do learn, strive to
make it your whole being.
e When we teach and spread the inner teachings of Torah, we are not only changing
ourselves — we are bringing the Redemption closer.

— Chassidic Story of the Lubavitcher Rebbe

In 1957, on Lag BaOmer, the Lubavitcher Rebbe stood for hours at the annual Lag BaOmer
children’s parade outside 770. Despite recovering from a recent heart episode, the Rebbe insisted

on addressing the children personally. A chassid gently tried to convince the Rebbe to rest. The
Rebbe replied:

“When it comes to the children of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai — how can I rest?”

During the speech, the Rebbe stressed that every Jewish child is a spark of Rashbi, and that
even young boys and girls have the power to reveal the light of Torah and hasten the coming of
Moshiach.

That Lag BaOmer, the Rebbe initiated a massive effort to publicize the study of Pnimiyus
haTorah and spread Chassidus “chutzah” — to the farthest corners of the world — in direct
fulfillment of the Baal Shem Tov’s instruction:

“When your wellsprings spread outward, Moshiach will come.”

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

11


https://www.chassidusnow.com/
http://chassidusnow.com

7''o2

The Rebbe
Lag B’Omer
7"SWN’T IR U 9NN NYND N .70
With the help of Heaven. Shabbat, Parshat Emor, the 19th of Iyar, 5734/1974

= Source: Sichas Lag BaOmer 5717; Reshimos; Otzar HaNiggunim, Yemei Melech vol. 3
END NOTE]
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