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Introduction

This discourse presents a profound exploration of why entering the Land of Israel—and performing practical
mitzvos—is not merely a geographic or ritual shift, but the very essence and fulfillment of Divine intent in
creation. Authored by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, known as the Alter Rebbe (1745-1812), founder of
the Chabad school of Chassidus and author of the 7anya and Shulchan Aruch HaRav, this teaching reflects his
broader theological framework: the purpose of existence is to make a dwelling place for G-d in the lowest
realms, achieved through action grounded in Divine will. Living in Liozna and later Liadi, the Alter Rebbe’s
legacy shaped generations of Jewish thought. This maamar addresses the sin of the spies and contrasts the lofty
spirituality of the desert with the Divine mission tied specifically to physical deeds in the physical Land of
Israel. Its central message: true connection to G-d comes not from escaping the world, but by elevating it
through mitzvah-performance.

Send for yourself men, etc. The matter of the spies—who were
princes of the congregation, men of renown, etc.—and why they
did not want to enter the Land of Israel. Also, to understand the
essence of the level of the Land of Israel: behold, it is written “the
land which I gave to them, a land flowing with milk and
honey”—and what kind of praise is this?
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But it is necessary to understand: behold, all the practical
mitzvot—most of them are dependent specifically on the Land of
Israel, especially matters of agricultural laws and sacrifices (and
in the wilderness the sacrifices were only temporary).
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Behold, it is written: “For not by bread alone shall man live, but
by all that comes from the mouth of G-d.” And one must
understand—what is the superiority of bread? After all, man too
was created by the Divine utterance, as it says “Let us make
man,” etc.—so why must man receive his vitality specifically
from bread?
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But the matter is that the “utterance of the mouth of G-d” that is
within the vegetative world refers to the 288 sparks that fell
during the shattering of the vessels, and man is from the world of
Tikkun (Rectification), and therefore man must receive vitality
from the vegetative realm specifically.
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Because the root of the 288 sparks is exceedingly lofty, as
explained elsewhere. Likewise, the descent of the soul to this
lowly world is specifically in order to subdue the Sitra Achra (the
“Other Side”), so that through this, the glory of the Holy One,
blessed be He, will be elevated—Ilike the advantage of light that
comes specifically from darkness.
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Just like the analogy of a seed that is planted in the ground:
through its decomposition and decay in the earth, it grows
afterwards with great increase—Ilike the advantage of light, etc.
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And the explanation of the matter: behold, Elijah said in the
Tikkunim, “You are He who brought forth ten garments, and we
call them ten sefirot, to conduct with them hidden worlds that are
not revealed,” etc.
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“Worlds” (1121) is from the term he’elem (concealment), and in
the Zohar they are called “palaces”: the Palace of Kindness, the
Palace of Might, the Palace of Merit, etc.
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And within them are souls that delight in the radiance of the
Shechinah, and angels that stand in love and awe and fear,
etc.—like the camp of Michael, which is the aspect of love, and
the camp of Gabriel, which is the aspect of awe and fear.
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As our sages said: “The river Dinur flows from the sweat of the
holy creatures,” etc., and each one sings according to his
understanding.
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And the “palace” is a general aspect that includes all the
particular aspects within it—for example, the Palace of Kindness
contains within it Chochmah within Chesed, Chesed within
Chesed, etc.—all ten sefirot. Like the analogy of a circle or a
house that encompasses all the individual parts within it.
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And this is the meaning of “to conduct with them the
worlds”—the worlds are the aspect of the heichalot (palaces), the
inclusive aspect. And “to conduct” refers to the particular aspect
within them.
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And the heichal conceals and hides the Infinite Light (Ein Sof,
blessed be He), such that it is not revealed to them except
according to their comprehension—so that they not be nullified
within the Ein Sof.

X177 7392 707K VIR 1RER 2°%Yn R 90
o°bua P KDY ,onatpa 207 K¥ o7 A7 Koy
XIT™7I12 707N

Because they are limited beings, [created] from ayin to yesh, and
they are incomparable to the essence of the Ein Sof, which has no
beginning and no end.
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Therefore, the heichal must conceal and hide, etc. (And in the
realm of Atzilus, there is the level of lights and vessels).
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Until, through many levels of descent, the physical heavens and
earth were created—in which Divinity is not seen at all, only in

the form of yesh (independent being), a separate thing in its own
right, a level of the Sitra Achra (Other Side).

,D7RW3 PN DY WY NI W ORYY 7Y
1271 W2 NN RPN 279 MPYY 02IN3 N1 TRY
RN RY0 NI, ingy *192 7791

And this is the matter of the descent of the soul to this lowly world
specifically—a descent for the sake of an ascent: in order to
subdue the Sitra Achra through “turn away from evil.”
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And through this, “the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is
elevated” in all the worlds—so that the vessels and palaces no
longer act as concealments of the Infinite Light, but instead
become vessels to receive the revelation of the Infinite Light.
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This is through the aspect of “and do good”—practical mitzvos,
the 248 commandments, which correspond to the 248 limbs of the
King.
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However, first there must be the aspect of “turn away from
evil”—subduing the Sitra Achra, as it is written: “And you shall
not stray after your heart and after your eyes,” etc.
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And through this, “the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He, is
elevated,” and then one is able to receive—through the aspect of
“and do good”—the revelation of the Infinite Light below through
the 248 positive mitzvos of the Torah, which “emanate from
Chochmah.”
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And the mitzvos are 248 continuations from Supernal Chochmah.
Therefore they are called “limbs of the King,” like the analogy of
limbs into which vitality flows from the brain—as we observe,
that the brain feels the pain of all the limbs.
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So too, through the mitzvos, the Ein Sof, blessed be He, is drawn
from the level of Supernal Chochmah into the concealed worlds
and the revealed worlds.
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And “milk and honey” are the aspect of the two arms—Chesed
and Gevurah, right and left—and between them is the Kallah (the
bride), etc., as it says “And underneath are the arms of the world.”
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This is the aspect of the drawing down of Divinity through the
practical mitzvos, the 248 limbs of the King. And the Land of
[srael corresponds to the Supernal Land of Israel (see Shir
HaShirim Rabbah, end of the section “Like the Tower of David,”
in explanation of “foundation for Your dwelling”—corresponding
to Your dwelling, this is the Beis HaMikdash Above).
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And therefore, the primary [performance of the] mitzvos is
specifically in the Land of Israel.
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And the spies were on a very lofty level, and they did not want to
lower themselves to [perform] practical mitzvos—which is the
aspect of drawing down the Infinite Light, blessed be He, below.
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And they said about the Land of Israel that “it is a land that
consumes its inhabitants”—for in their opinion, if there were to be
a revelation of the Infinite Light below as there is above, they
would be entirely nullified out of existence.
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And this is [the meaning of] “it consumes its inhabitants.”
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And they wanted to remain specifically in the wilderness—*“and
from Your desert—grace”—which refers to the drawing down of
the Infinite Light into the level of speech, the level of Malchus, the
level of the higher Land of Israel.
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And it is called “Land” in Divine terms, because it is the lowest
level within Divinity, as it is written: “And the earth is My
footstool,” etc.
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And see what is written in the maamar beginning Vehayah mispar
bnei Yisrael).
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And it is written: “G-d, in wisdom, founded the earth”—Aba
[Chochmah] founded the daughter [Malchus], [that is,] the level of
speech, the word of G-d, whose source is in Chochmah.
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And this is observable from the analogy of a child, that as long as
he lacks fully developed intellect, even though he has voice and
simple sounds, he still cannot speak and combine letters.
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And this is because the Chochmabh is not yet complete, to divide
the voice and combine the letters according to his will, etc.
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And the spies wanted that all the [Divine] flows should be from
the Supernal Chochmah to the level of speech—the higher Land of]
[sracl—where there also exists the Beis HaMikdash and
Yerushalayim and all levels [of holiness].
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As stated in the Gemara, Tractate Ta’anis, first chapter, page 5Sa,
and in Zohar III, Parshas Shelach, page 161b).
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But Yehoshua and Kalev said: “The land is very, very
good”—meaning that through the lower Land of Israel
specifically, through practical mitzvos specifically, will be drawn
the level of the Infinite Light, the level of me ‘od—without
limit—into the concealed worlds and the revealed worlds.
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And this is [the meaning of] “me’od me’od”—twice
“very”—referring to the concealed worlds and the revealed
worlds.
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For in truth, the primary intent of His will, may He be blessed, is
that there be a dwelling place in the lowest realms specifically—as
our sages said: “The Holy One, blessed be He, desired to have a
dwelling in the lowly realms,” etc.—and that He be revealed to the
eyes of all flesh, and that the revelation below be like above.
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And on the contrary, with greater intensity and the advantage of
light that comes specifically from darkness, etc.
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For in truth, every level that is exceedingly lofty is revealed
specifically in the lowest thing—with greater intensity.
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For example: a person with great intellect is unable to express his
wisdom to one of lesser understanding through speech, but only
through a hint—specifically through an action he can reveal with
greater clarity—Ilike the saying of our sages: “For the wise, a hint
suffices.”
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Another analogy: from a seal made of a clear precious
stone—because of its clarity, the letters on it are not noticeable;
but they are recognized and revealed only when imprinted into
wax—revealed to all eyes.
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And this is [the meaning of] “And you shall see it, and you shall
remember all the commandments of Hashem,” etc.—that through
the act, which is the aspect of seeing the physical 32 threads, one
comes to “and you shall remember all the commandments of
Hashem.”
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Because the fallis is the aspect of a surrounding light (or mackif),
and the #zitzis, which are the 32 threads, are the aspect of the 32
paths of wisdom that are drawn down through the surrounding
light.
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And it is impossible for this to be hinted at except through action
specifically—the very opposite of the mindset of the spies, etc.
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And Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, who was from the
“Generation of Knowledge” and on a very, very high level, it was
not within his capability to enter the Land of Israel.
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And nevertheless, he prayed 515 prayers—the numerical value of
“va’eschanan”—to enter the Land of Israel, because this is the
primary intent and purpose of creation, as mentioned above.
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And still, he did not merit [to enter]; and it was specifically
'Yehoshua who brings [them in], etc.
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2) And this is [the reason] that the Land of Israel is the land of the
seven nations: for through refining the seven middos of Tohu by
means of practical mitzvos, this draws down the revelation of the
[nfinite Light in all the worlds.
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And generally they [the worlds] are also seven heichalos.
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[n contrast, the wilderness is [only] a drawing down above, into
the inner dimension, but not into the externality of the worlds and
the heichalos of Asiyah.
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See more on this in /geres HaKodesh, maamar beginning Vaya’as
Dovid shem, that to draw revelation into Asiyah is only through
action specifically.
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And in truth, in order for there to be a drawing down below, it is
only possible through drawing from a place that is even higher, as
explained elsewhere on the verse “Keil Elyon gomeil chasadim
tovim.”
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And the opposite is also true: that in action specifically—because
it is lower than speech—there can be revelation from a level that is
even higher.
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Like the concept “For the wise, a hint suffices”—[meaning]
something that cannot be revealed through words can be revealed
in action.
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And the explanation of this can be understood from what is
explained elsewhere on the verse “Sixty are the queens... one is
My dove,” regarding the superiority of souls over angels, who are
from the level of speech.
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And see also what is written on the verse “And the earth is My
footstool”: that through refining one’s actions, the mind and heart
become a thousand times more refined, etc., because through this,
one draws from the source of Supernal Chochmah and its inner
dimension.
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And furthermore, it is impossible to draw the revelation of
Supernal Chochmah through Torah alone, except through action of]
the mitzvos.
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As it is written in Igeres HaKodesh there, in the maamar
beginning Vaya’as Dovid shem: “Therefore our sages said: one
who says ‘I have only Torah and not acts of kindness’—even
Torah he does not have. Rather, [it must be] Torah and kindness.”
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For the Torah issues from Chochmah, and by Torah the world is
sustained.
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And those who toil in it—with their speech they draw
illuminations and flow from Supernal Chochmabh, the source of
Torah, into the level of the letters of speech, through which the
world was created.
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But this drawing down is a very great descent. Therefore, one
must awaken the Supernal Chesed, which flows like water from a
high place to a low place—through an arousal from below, via
charity and lower chesed, which draw life and kindness to enliven
the lowly and broken spirits.
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And this is [the meaning of the verse] “Let not the wise man glory
in his wisdom... but rather in this let him glory... that I am Hashem
Who performs kindness,” etc.—because kindness is what draws
the life of wisdom downward.
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And if not, then his wisdom is only “wisdom alone,” without any
life drawn from it, G-d forbid.
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And as is known, even above, the drawing down of Supernal
Chochmabh into the letters of speech is only through the Supernal
Middos.
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And this is the aspect of “Yaakov’—whose letters also spell yivka
will pierce)—drawing down the Chochmah that pierces through
the middos and continues into speech.
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And see elsewhere what is written on the Zohar at the end of
Parshas Kedoshim (p. 86a) on the verse “You are My witnesses,”
etc., and also on the verse “And it shall be to you for tzitzis”
regarding “for from man was this taken.”
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And from all of this, one can understand the matter of the sin of
the spies: for even though the Torah is called “wilderness,” as it
says in Midrash Rabbah on Parshas Chukas, chapter 19, on the
verse “And from the wilderness a gift...”
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Still, it is written regarding it: “Everything is to be done in the
land”—meaning the land, i.e., the level of practical mitzvos.
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For even to draw down the Supernal Chochmah into the level of
speech is impossible except through fulfillment of mitzvos, for the
reason explained above.
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For even to draw down the Supernal Chochmah into the level of
speech is impossible except through fulfillment of mitzvos, for the
reason explained above.
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And this is what is said: “Let not the wise man glory in his
wisdom... but in this let him glory... that I am Hashem Who does
kindness, justice, and righteousness in the land
specifically”—through this one draws Supernal Chochmah.
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And see what is written in the maamar beginning Ki sishma b ’kol,
etc.
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There is also another way to explain this general concept, based on
what is written in the maamar beginning Vayedaber on the Ten
Commandments, regarding the value of Torah study—where it
says, “All desirable things are not equal to it,” even things
desirable for heaven.
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And there it also explains the idea “If there is no wisdom, there is
no awe,” and similarly the reverse: “If there is no awe, there is no
wisdom.”
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And in this way, the spies did not want to enter the land and fulfill
mitzvos—they only wanted to remain in the wilderness, [thinking]
“and from Your wilderness—grace,” etc.
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But in truth, they erred in this greatly—as it says: “If there is no
awe, there is no wisdom,” for it is utterly impossible to draw the
light of Torah unless one first fulfills the mitzvos.
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And this is [the meaning of the blessing]: “Sanctify us with Your
commandments,” and through that: “Give us our portion in Your
Torah.”
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For at the giving of the Torah, when the Torah was revealed first,
that was a unique moment [lit. “instruction of the hour”], but for
generations, it cannot be that way.

W] — 002 TR P MY — 77i0 1R
T2 NPT WRNTK N1ITT? 73 Y .

And the Jewish people understood this—therefore they said: “We
will do”” before “We will hear,” etc. See there at length.
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[NOTE Summary

The discourse opens by explaining that the Land of Israel contains the seven Canaanite nations,
corresponding to the seven emotional attributes (middos) of the chaotic world of Tohu. These
must be refined and elevated through practical mitzvos, not merely through spiritual
contemplation or Torah learning. The wilderness, by contrast, is a space of internal, abstract

spiritual experience. The spies, though lofty in stature, erred by wanting to remain in the

desert—immersed in elevated Divine speech—rather than enter the physical Land and engage in
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earthly deeds. They feared that the infinite light would "consume" them if revealed in the
physical.

But Yehoshua and Kalev declared, “The land is very, very good "—teaching that through the
physical mitzvos in the physical Land, one draws down not only Divine revelation, but the
Infinite Light itself, into both revealed and concealed worlds (a/ma d’isgalya and alma
d’iskasya). This, the Alter Rebbe explains, is the very purpose of creation: that G-d desires a
dwelling in the lowest realms, and the greatest spiritual revelations come specifically through
action, not contemplation.

The maamar uses analogies: a great intellect can best express himself to a simple listener not
through words, but through action—a “hint to the wise.” Likewise, the stamp of a seal is clearest
not on the precious stone but on soft wax. So too, mitzvos draw the light more clearly into
physical reality than lofty contemplation.

The Alter Rebbe concludes by explaining that Torah alone is insufficient without mitzvos, as
the drawing down of Chochmah Ila’ah (Supernal Wisdom) into the world requires acts of
kindness and righteousness. This is the meaning of “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom...
but only in kindness, justice, and righteousness in the land.” Even drawing Torah into speech (a
higher realm) depends on action. Therefore, the Jewish people at Sinai rightly said “We will do”
before “We will hear.”

Practical Takeaway

True Divine connection is not achieved through isolation, meditation, or even Torah alone, but
through concrete action in the physical world—doing mitzvos with physical objects, in a
physical land. This challenges the spiritual instinct to retreat inward and demands engagement
with the material in order to sanctify it. Every act of tzedakah, every tallis thread and kosher
meal, draws infinite Divine light into creation. Spirituality without mitzvos is incomplete.

Chassidic Story

It is told that when the Alter Rebbe was imprisoned in 1798 by the Russian government, he used
the opportunity not only to defend Chassidus but to demonstrate how action fulfills essence.
An officer once asked him to explain a verse from Bereishis that bothered him since childhood:
“And G-d called to Adam, where are you?” The officer wondered: how can an omniscient G-d
not know Adam’s location?

The Alter Rebbe replied with a subtle smile: “Do you believe the Torah speaks eternally?” The
officer nodded. “Then this verse isn’t just about Adam. It’s about you. G-d asks each soul:
‘Where are you? What have you done with your years in the world?’”’
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The officer stood stunned. This was not abstract theology—it was a call to action. The Alter
Rebbe understood that Divine truth must be brought down into this world, into the moment, into
accountability. Not just mystical insight, but practical transformation—the very message of
this maamar.

(Source: Toldos Chabad, reshimot of Chassidim regarding the imprisonment and interrogation of
the Alter Rebbe) END NOTE]
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