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Introduction
Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk (1717—1787), one of the foundational tzaddikim of early Chassidus and author of
Noam Elimelech, illuminated the path of divine service through humility, purity of thought, and the
transformative power of a tzaddik’s words and prayers. In this maamar, he explains the spiritual dynamics
behind Jacob’s encounters with Esau, the nature of foreign thoughts, the path to holiness through submission,

and the way a tzaddik elevates even the evil inclination.

And Jacob sent angels before him etc. It appears to explain by
hint that the tzaddik, whose entire service is to be attached to the
Blessed One and raise his soul beneath the Throne of Glory,
remains bound to his root.

And the tzaddik who refines his body and purifies himself of all
external desires, then even his purified body is attached to the

Blessed One. And this is the term prayer, meaning attachment,
like “the wrestlings of God” (Genesis 30:8).

For through prayers that are clear and pure with pure thoughts,
one becomes attached to Him. And this is “and he sent,”
meaning accompaniment, like “Pharaoh commanded men and
they sent him,” whose Targum is “and they accompanied him.”

Meaning that the tzaddik accompanies the angels sent before
him, for the words leaving the mouth of the tzaddik create
angels, and his purified body assists those angels to ascend
upward.

“Before him to Esau his brother” means that through this he
causes Esau to become his brother. “To the land of Seir, the
field of Edom” means that he becomes his brother below and
above, in the realm called the field of Edom.

“And he commanded them saying” means command is
language of urging. The tzaddik sends forth his words with such
holiness and zeal that they become strong enough that it will be
said automatically that Esau is transformed into his brother.

For it is surely not appropriate to make this the focus of prayer,
but through attachment in the tzaddik’s other prayers and words
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with pure and clear thoughts, the matter emerges automatically
so that even his enemies make peace with him.

And this is the hint that Jeremiah the prophet commanded
(Jeremiah 17:22) “and do not carry a burden out of your houses
on the Sabbath day.” For according to a person’s conduct during
all the weekdays with pure thoughts in prayer, then on the holy
Sabbath additional holiness rests upon him more and more.
And conversely, Heaven forbid, if he goes wayward after his
heart with foreign and confused thoughts, then on the Sabbath
all the weekday thoughts of outside and rejected matters cause
the gates of prayer to be sealed, so that the prayers of Israel
cannot ascend.

Meaning that they stand at the entrance of the upper gates and
block the prayers of the gate of Israel. And this is what the
prophet warned: “and do not carry a burden out of your houses
on the Sabbath day,” meaning foreign thoughts that are like a
heavy burden, passing before him on the Sabbath because he
thought them all week.

“And bring them into the gates of Jerusalem” meaning do not
bring those prayers spoiled by foreign thoughts into the upper
gates, for they stand at the entrance and block the prayer of
Israel from ascending.

And how should awe not rise upon his head and great trembling
in the lowly person’s heart, for how far his sin causes harm to
himself and to others.

“Thus you shall say to my lord, to Esau.” The holy Torah
teaches us how to conduct ourselves in this bitter exile in which
we are placed under the hand of the nations, and we are
compelled to accept the exile with love until God has mercy
upon us and redeems us with an eternal redemption.

And while we are in this bitter exile, we are compelled to be
submissive before them and to call them masters. This is “thus
you shall say to my lord, to Esau,” meaning you shall call him
master when speaking with him.
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And then when he increases to harm you more than is
appropriate through taxes and levies, it will be considered theft
in their hands, and through this God will have mercy upon us,
for it is enough that we submit before him and give him respect.
“With Lavan I dwelled and tarried until now.” For “Lavan”
shares letters with “naval,” meaning the evil inclination is called
“naval.” And after a person merits to serve with both
inclinations, as it says “with all your heart” meaning with both
inclinations, then the evil inclination is transformed into
“Lavan,” the supernal whiteness.

And when does a person merit this? The main thing is through
submission, that he hold himself in this world as a stranger. This
is “with Lavan,” meaning I merited that the evil inclination
turned from “naval” to “Lavan,” and the cause was “garti,”
meaning dwelling as a stranger with great humility.

And even with this, it did not succeed for me in a few days, but
rather “and I tarried until now,” meaning I delayed this work day
after day and year after year. And this is what I said (Mishnah
Yoma 20b) “and I already said Ana Hashem, and His voice was
heard,” meaning that a long time is needed to cry “Ana Hashem
help me that I merit to serve You in truth,” and then His voice is
heard, but not in a few days.

And if you will say, from where will a person’s livelihood come?
To this he said “and I had an ox and a donkey,” meaning
livelihood comes automatically if one does the will of the
Omnipresent.

“And I sent to tell my lord to find favor in your eyes,” meaning
that this is the way of the nations: when they see the honor and
wealth of Israel, then he is beloved and finds favor in their eyes
even if he does not benefit them.

“And the angels returned to Jacob saying we came to your
brother etc.” Meaning the hint is that although the words of the
tzaddik act and enter the heart of Esau to transform him into a
brother, nevertheless “and he is also coming toward you,”
meaning he still opposes you and his deeds contradict your good
deeds.

0°0R3 X7 T2 NP 097 Y77 0P WK 1)
WY N a0 71T P¥1 0T W 213 NP
12 D0R7Im) 1397 DY MTINY 13 12773
7123.

NPNIR "127" 7377 "ARY TV I0X) °A3 137 OV
Y XY 220 RR3 Y7 a waT "y
1Y 77337 2237 KD DY 102 T2 OTRT
1212 17737 1297 7903 Y7 WD O TR
1793

Y123 T2 NI YT A7 DTN 727 DK
WD "127 OY” ) 132 A 713 Y Py
T 1277 2230 1993 V17 190 MY oy
XY ARGV AT N3 1YY R Ar? A0
7173 AY3273 733,

DX 2 D°LYM 0702 VT2 AN7Y XY NNT 29

01> INTT A792Y2 "AORY WD ARy TV 0RY”
Kb 73wn) YR T AW IS M) o 0N
AT WD 793R YWD T RIR 0% 12917 (20
AIRY VIV 7RI PIVE? OTRT T TN
o'ma X2 228 29 yRwn TR "Ny T72v7
00y,

TR AL DT Y INRIND TN 127001 T2RA OX)
R0 X2 793123 1707 "M W 27 A
oipn DY 113%7 o°wiv ox.

9% PR 0 RERT IR TRI7 ATTRY”
¥ W) 7122 aniX2 NiaRT 777 12 02 Wi
7301 IRV AR 07°°Y2 17 XY 2027 X7 IR
DIV 70 XY 127970YTAR PR

TN 28 1IN KT P 9N DOOX BT 12N
PTED 7Y DIATIY 037 77 Meiv ik 7o
2732 YIR? 7200 1YY 272 00PN DD
WD "INRR? 7217 D) 1278y

PRYR AR T2I) TANN KT 1D7DTOYAR
"2 TYYR 197 MTNN .

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

7'"ea
The Rebbe, Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk

Noam Elimelech
Parshas Vayishlach

“And four hundred men with him,” hinting that even though he
does every evil act, nevertheless he claims he is a son of the
world to come, that he has four hundred worlds of yearning.
This is “with him,” for he says that with him are four hundred,
hint to the four hundred worlds mentioned.

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Elimelech begins by interpreting Jacob’s sending of angels to Esau as a metaphor for the tzaddik’s
avodah. Every pure word of prayer spoken by a tzaddik creates angels who ascend upward, and even the
tzaddik’s refined physical body assists these angels in rising. Through deep deveikus, the tzaddik transforms
harshness into kinship, just as Jacob’s holiness caused Esau to be called “brother.”
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He explains Jeremiah’s warning not to “carry a burden on Shabbos” as referring to weekday thoughts. Holy
thoughts during the week bring increased holiness on Shabbos, but foreign thoughts block the upper gates and
prevent prayers from ascending. These accumulated thoughts stand like burdens at the gates of heaven,
impeding Israel’s prayers. Therefore a person must tremble at how much damage his thoughts can cause to
himself and others.

The Torah then teaches how Jews must behave in exile: with humility and submissiveness to the nations among
whom we dwell. “Thus you shall say to my lord, to Esau” instructs us to speak respectfully, for deference itself
draws Heavenly compassion. When nations overstep and take more than is fitting, it is considered theft Above,
and that injustice arouses divine mercy for Israel.

In the teaching on “with Lavan I dwelled,” Rabbi Elimelech explains that “Lavan” hints to “naval,” the evil
inclination. If one serves Hashem with both inclinations, the yetzer hara itself becomes purified into supernal
whiteness. How is this achieved? Only through utter humility, considering oneself a stranger in this world. Even
then, it does not happen quickly. Jacob said “and I tarried until now” to show that such work takes many years
and constant crying out to Hashem. One must plead “Ana Hashem help me serve You truthfully,” and only over
a long time does the prayer reach its fulfillment.

If one worries about livelihood, the Torah answers: “I had an ox and a donkey,” meaning sustenance comes
automatically when a person follows Hashem’s will. And when Israel’s honor is visible, the nations find favor
with us even without benefit. Nevertheless, when the angels report back that Esau still comes with opposition, it
teaches that although the tzaddik’s words influence a person to goodness, the person may still resist in action.
“Four hundred men with him” hints to the self-deception of one who behaves wickedly yet insists he is destined
for the world to come, claiming to possess spiritual realms he does not truly hold.

Taken together, Rabbi Elimelech’s teachings form a cohesive path: purity of thought, humility, deveikus,
long-term effort, submission in exile, and awareness that both good and evil inclinations can be elevated.
Through these, a person influences the worlds above and below, as well as the hearts of others around him.
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Practical Takeaway:

A Jew’s inner world shapes everything: his prayers, his Shabbos, his influence on others, and the way Heaven
responds to him. By guarding thoughts during the week, practicing humility, striving for genuine deveikus, and
serving Hashem with patience over years, a person opens the gates of heaven for himself and for all Israel.
Even small acts of submission, respect, or restraint in exile draw mercy from Above. Above all, spiritual
change is slow and requires constant heartfelt pleas to Hashem, but every step reshapes the soul toward purity
and light.

Chassidic Story

A well-known story about Rabbi Elimelech illustrates these teachings. A villager once complained to him that
despite praying earnestly, he felt no elevation and sensed his prayers were blocked. Rabbi Elimelech gently told
him to accompany him for Shacharis the next morning. As they prayed, the villager suddenly felt overwhelmed
with confusion, his mind flooded with weekday worries and jumbled thoughts. Afterward, the Rebbe said, “Do
you see the burden you carried with you? All week long your thoughts chased after business, anger, and vanity.
On Shabbos and in prayer they stand before the gates, blocking the path. If you lighten that burden during the
week, the gates will open.”

The man took these words deeply to heart. He began setting aside small moments each day to clear his mind,
humbling himself and asking Hashem for help. Months later, he returned to the Rebbe with tears, saying that for
the first time in his life he sensed his prayers rising. Rabbi Elimelech smiled and replied, “This is the way. Not
with sudden leaps, but with steady steps and a broken heart. Even the yetzer hara becomes white when carried
with humility.”

END NOTE]
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