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Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Horodok (circa 1730—1788) was one of the foremost disciples of the Maggid of
Mezritch and a central transmitter of early Chassidic thought, especially its inner avodah of deveikut, bitul, and
Divine Providence. In this maamar, he develops a unified vision that links the Exodus from Egypt, the concept

of individual Divine providence, the dynamics of 2121 X1¥7, and the mitzvah of mnr qws 1179, showing how
inner spiritual processes are reflected precisely in halachic structure and historical redemption.

The questioner asked: the statement of Rashi of blessed
memory, on the words “and you shall evaluate it,” that is, he is
the one who caused the loss of the priest’s money, therefore his
money shall be lost.

The rabbi opened with the words of our Sages of blessed
memory: the commandment of redemption precedes the
commandment of breaking the neck, and likewise the
commandment of levirate marriage precedes the commandment
of chalitzah.

However, this is difficult service in the Sanctuary, to intend for
the sake of Heaven, without any intent other than for the Lord
alone, in levirate marriage for the fulfillment of the
commandment alone; therefore they practiced chalitzah, and so
too is the matter here with breaking the neck.

Behold, the Torah said: “Come to Pharaoh.” Rashi of blessed
memory explained: and He warned him, for “I have hardened
his heart,” etc.

The matter is known: Pharaoh responded, “I do not know the
Lord, and Israel I will not send.”

The commentators explained that Pharaoh was denying the
matter of individual providence, which is the Name Havayah,
blessed be He, who brings into being and gives life to
everything.

If indeed he would admit to Divinity, in the sense that the world
is not renewed by chance, but rather by the intention of the One
who intends, nevertheless he was drawn after the belief of the
other heretics.
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For he said: the Lord has forsaken the earth after He placed
them under the constellations, the stars of heaven and their
orbits.

And through them are all the conductings of the world;
therefore all the nations of the world are idol worshippers, as is
known from their affairs, and it is not our intention to prolong
in their explanation.

And this is what Moses said: “And from then that I came to
speak in Your Name,” which is with individual providence,
which is the Name Havayah, He has done evil to this people;
the matter is known, the strengthening of the husk to stand upon
its victory in the denial of individual providence.

And they enslaved the children of Israel with crushing labor, in
order to strengthen their matter more; and in truth they did not
know that this too is a gift of God, for behold the harshness of
the bondage was completing, as a statement of our Sages of
blessed memory.

And this is “Come to Pharaoh,” and He warned him, for “I have
hardened his heart,” the explanation being to explain to him the
manner of individual providence, as above;

for even this as well, that he made the burden heavier upon
Israel, is not due to the strength of his hand, this to demonstrate
absence of providence;

but on the contrary, it itself is wondrous providence, as above.

And behold, truly it is far from the wicked, and their heart fails
to believe such individual providence, that no person strikes his
finger, and no dry blade of grass is uprooted, and no stone is
thrown, except at the time and place fitting for it,

as the statement: “to the place where the tree falls, there it will
be,” and there is no movement, great or small, from the first
contraction until the lowest of the levels on earth and beneath
the earth, all is from Him, blessed be He,
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according to His wisdom, in His Name and for His glory, to
reveal His Divinity and His wisdom and His attribute, blessed be
He, what He is, gracious and compassionate.

And all of “In the beginning He created” was for Israel, and “the
righteous is the foundation of the world,” for everything that
exists in the world exists in the person, and in his hand is the
great power to increase and strengthen everything and to change
the orders of creation by his utterance and by the breath of his
mouth,

and his heart to Heaven, in cleaving of simple unity without any
interruption, aroused through his attributes and his knowledge;
understand with wisdom, “thousand wisdom,” which is
“wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting Father,” without
any grasp or comprehension except the Infinite One, blessed be
He;

as the statement: “and you saw no image,” but the image of the
letters that which He speaks, they are the chain of emanation
from Him, blessed be He, as the matter of the letter alef which is
“wonder,” as is known;

and likewise all the letters through which the heavens and the
earth and the entire world were created; certainly not from the
letters of the image that exist now were they created.

Rather, through their matters in the expansion of form from
them; and their form did not come except to clothe themselves in
order to understand the matter of their reading, for a small child
beginning the alphabet, for it is impossible to begin except by
showing him one form and teaching him its reading.

And likewise all the Torah and the commandments, which are all
His Names and His attributes, blessed be He, in the expansion of
form and corporeality from them, except for the point of the
inner heart within their midst, which is divested of all form and
corporeality, except for the Lord alone.

And one cleaves to His attributes, blessed be He, just as He is
gracious; as in the matter of the commandment of charity, or the
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commandment of “you shall love,” for the attributes are mercy
and love, which are divested of form.

But they are clothed in the form of letters, “you shall surely
give,” “and you shall love your fellow,” and they expand into
physical limbs to perform them.

And likewise all the commandments, which indicate all His
Names, blessed be He, and the matters of cleaving to Him,
blessed be He.

Whether through the action of the limbs, or through the spirit of
the Lord that spoke within him, and His word upon his tongue,
bound and wrapped in Him, blessed be He, creating new
heavens and a new earth,

or changing the order of the conduct of creation according to His
will; for the primary foundation of creation, when it arose in His
simple will, was in order to show His power and His attributes,
that He be called compassionate, gracious, King, as is known.

And in order for the revelation of His Divinity, as the statement:
“Everyone that is called by My Name, and for My glory I
created him.”

And behold, from the first contraction until the lowest of the
levels, and all matters of beings that are created, formed, and
made, different ones, all indicate His Divinity, blessed be He.

And they say song, the earth and beneath the earth, all for His
glory, as is known.

And the matter of Joshua, who said to the sun, “Be still,” from
saying song, for he would say it in its place.

And the matter of his saying it in its place is that the human
being is the connection of all the worlds from the beginning of
creation until the end of the compositions, through his body
from the crown to wisdom, and their connection according to the
order of the chain of emanation of all the worlds, and all the
beings that are in all the worlds.
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And after the glory of the Lord fills the human being within his
very midst, in the essential point, the place of vitality in his
heart, which spreads into all the limbs.

And there is no turning of one’s own thought in any limb or
composition of his body and soul, except for the Lord alone, in
true self-nullification;

it emerges that behold, he stands in the place of all the created
beings for His glory, blessed be He, for His glory is seen in this
person, who is a small world.

And from now on there is no claim for any created being that the
will of the righteous to change its order would interrupt the
manifestation of His glory, blessed be He, through it, in its
manner;

for behold, the righteous fills his place and illuminates the entire
world more than the sun at noon, as the statement: “And the
moon shall be abashed and the sun ashamed, for the Lord of
Hosts reigns.”

And after the righteous is full of the glory of the Lord and His
kingship and His awe, he is the one who illuminates more, and
this is the saying of song in its place.

And likewise Ginei was killed, who split his waters for Rabbi
Pinchas ben Yair, who said to Rabbi Pinchas: I am going to do
the will of my Creator, and I certainly do it, and you are a doubt,
etc.

who Rabbi Pinchas did not answer anything to his words,
except: I decree upon you that waters shall never pass through
you;

and behold, seemingly, Ginei the river spoke correctly.

But in truth, according to our words so it is, that Rabbi Pinchas
was filling the place of His glory, and therefore it was
superfluous, and he had the ability in his hand to decree that
waters would not pass in it at all.
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And since all matters of creation and all existents are the
revelation of His Divinity, blessed be He, and His glory,
therefore it is difficult in His eyes to change the conduct and
nature except through completely righteous ones, as mentioned
above, who fill the place of His glory in another manner,
[creating] new heavens and a new earth, as mentioned above.

This is what our Sages of blessed memory said about Rabbi
Eliezer ben Perata, that they returned him from Heaven: if it is
His will to return and create the world anew, perhaps it will
occur at a time of sustenance, which is a change of the conduct.

And behold, although a change of nature shows to the eyes of all
His Divinity, blessed be He, to listen to the Lord to the voice of a
man in whom is the spirit of God,

but in truth the conduct of nature itself tells the wonders of the
Lord alone; and whose strength could contain that it not cease
from one conduct and one order from the six days of Creation
until the end of the world: “The heavens recount the glory of
God... their line has gone out through all the earth,” and every
day “the sun rises and the sun sets.”

And as the statement of David, peace be upon him: “When I
behold Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,” etc.

And that which does not change and always conducts according
to one order is the indication of the greatness of the power of the
Infinite One, blessed be He, and the power of Divinity that does
not change, unlike the power of man;

for all physical powers are limited in their strength, for it is
impossible for them to be days or a decade according to one
power; rather they change from day to day and from hour to
hour, for “does he speak and does he converse, perhaps he
sleeps,”

not so the power of Divinity, blessed be He, for behold “He
neither slumbers nor sleeps,” and He always oversees and flows,
brings into being and sustains and renews every day continually
the work of Creation;
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He created by His simple will, and by His will He sustains at
every moment continually, and brings into being; “you lift your
eye toward it and it is gone.”

And behold, truly fortunate is one who is insightful and sees and
understands from the order of natural conduct to understand
from that which does not change how great is His individual
providence, blessed be He, with an open eye;

for there is no thing that exists without His vitality, blessed be
He, and the vitality is running and returning in every place and
for every person, for it is impossible to receive His vitality,
blessed be He, except by running and returning;

for with the continual flow of vitality the recipient would be
nullified; therefore descent is a need for ascent, and all things
need to ascend, and all is from Him, blessed be He,

and His vitality gives life to all of them; except that the descent
is His vitality in concealment of countenance, and the ascent is
in revelation.

And after contemplation, the greatest contraction in concealment
of countenance is itself a revelation of the Shechinah and
revelation of His Divinity, blessed be He, more and more;

but the fool does not understand this, and does not understand
from the constancy of natural conduct His individual
providence, blessed be He, in particulars, and places them under
chance;

and likewise Pharaoh and all who trust like him did not know
and did not understand from the constancy of conduct individual
providence;

although all the kings of the earth believed that the beginning of
creation is a matter of Divinity, that it is impossible for any order
of conduct to be by way of chance, as is known, and is explained
in their arguments.

But their saying was that after creation, behold, He left it upon
an order of conduct of stars and constellations, and not
individual providence in running and returning at every time and
every moment, until everything will be in the hand of the
Israelite person;
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and every soul shall praise Yah; for our Sages of blessed
memory said: “on every breath and every breath,” which is the
matter of running and returning, which is the matter of trials of
the heart, like a touchstone that tests upon it all the silver in the
world;

for the running tests the heart whether it can rest upon it, and if
not, return, and immediately it returns and runs to test it, to
know what is in his heart, what has changed;

perhaps now it can rest, and so forever;

and behold, one who understands the returning also understands
that it too is a matter of running, except that it is by way of
descent, and one must climb and ascend;

behold, on every breath, “praise Yah”; unlike one who is not
struck and does not feel in the matter that went out of the rule, to
teach about himself that it went out by chance and nature;

rather, God did it so that he would fear before Him, to elevate
this also for Him alone;

and this is what the Holy One, blessed be He, says to Moses,
who is the intellect, as is known: “Come to Pharaoh,” which is
the matter of the neck, as is known, which is forgetfulness and
descent, foreign thought;

“Come to Pharaoh and warn him, for I have hardened his heart,”
for I am the Shechinah, as is known, which is the matter of the
Shechinah in the lower realms, which is nature and habit and
constant conduct of every thing;

and in truth, I, I am the Infinite One, blessed be He, only that it
1s in concealment of countenance; and descent is a need for
ascent, for it cannot rest except by running and returning;

and the intention is in order to elevate also the returning into the
running;
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and this is “in order that I place these My signs within him,”
meaning: in order for the letters and His Names, of the Holy
One, blessed be He, that give life to all the created beings, all
upon the letters of the Torah, to elevate;

and descent is a need for ascent;

and this is “a person should always arrange the praise of the
Omnipresent and afterwards pray,” for arranging the praise of
the Omnipresent is from all the existents in the world, to
recognize His praise and the revelation of His Divinity and the
grasp of His comprehension, from all that is called by His Name
and created for His glory;

and if so, there is no thing besides Him; and behold, on every
breath and every breath, “praise Yah”;

and afterwards he prays certainly, for behold, this is true
cleaving, if there is no interruption in the world;

and behold, the matter of redeeming the firstborn donkey with a
lamb is the matter of the elevation of foreign and evil thoughts
from among the good ones, for they came into its midst;

and in the middle of a good thought, some foreign thought of its
kind rises, which he had already lowered, and it desires to
ascend;

like the matter of the exile of Egypt, which was due to foreign
love, as is known in the book of the Zohar and the writings of
the Ari, in all the matters of Shovavim,;

and after the redemption from them, who “their flesh is the flesh
of donkeys,” and the exile of materiality and bricks, the Holy
One, blessed be He, commanded us in the redemption of the
firstborn donkey, which is the first of a donkey, which is love,
which is first of the months,

and the seven days of building in Israel, which are called
firstborn;

and its commandment is to redeem it with a lamb to the priest,
which is kindness, and to elevate all kindnesses and loves only
to the Lord alone;
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and if he does not redeem it, then “you shall break its neck,”
which is to build it, which is by way of the neck and the husk,
not to use it at all,

if he cannot intend for the sake of the commandment alone and
not for his own pleasure, like the matter of the commandment of
levirate marriage being preferable, etc., to know the Lord in all
his ways;

one who is insightful, like one who fears Heaven;

and since he caused the loss of the priest’s money, that he
brought loves outward, therefore he will lose, etc.;

and may the Lord teach us of His ways, and we shall walk in His
paths, “in all your ways know Him.”

Or one may say: the matter of the redemption of the firstborn
donkey is according to what was stated above regarding true
cleaving, that if a person is able to count the dust of the
composition of his body, the sapphire of his decree, and upon his
ways shines the light of the Infinite One, blessed be He, from the
greatness of the refinement of his materiality and the cleaving of
his soul in complete self-nullification,

from within the very interior of the point of the place of vitality
of the heart, and he fills the glory of the Lord in the unfolding of
his very essence, entirely included for the Lord, behold he is a
small world that includes all the created beings,

and he redeems the soul of all the created beings from their
servitude, to change the conduct according to his will, for behold
he fills His place, as mentioned in our words, and like the matter
of Joshua who said to the sun, “Be still” (Joshua 10:12),

for behold he is in the place of the sun; it is his splendor, it is his
radiance, it is his majesty; but if he is unable to redeem it, he is
compelled to conduct himself according to nature and the
primordial conduct,

and this is “and if you do not redeem it, then you shall break its
neck” (Exodus 13:13), that he should conduct himself by way of
the neck and nature, and arrange the praise of the Omnipresent
from the conduct of nature, as it is stated: “When I behold Your
heavens...” (Psalms 8:4),
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and Scripture attached this commandment to the Exodus from
Egypt, to make known His statement, blessed be He, at the
beginning of the mission of Moses to take them out, when He
said: “When you take the people out of Egypt, you shall serve
God on this mountain” (Exodus 3:12), which is the acceptance
of the Torah, engraved on the tablets, freedom from the Angel of
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Death and from all subjugation of kingdoms that extend from it,

and after their departure from the bondage of Egypt, for they
were slaves to slaves, as Rashi of blessed memory explained
regarding the firstborn of the maidservant, and they reached the
acceptance of the Torah through which heaven and earth and the
entire world were created, behold they include all the chain of
the worlds from “In the beginning God created” until the lowest
levels, and His glory appears upon them; therefore there was the
capacity for the change of conduct in the matter of their exodus
from Egypt, according to our words stated above regarding the
redemption of the firstborn donkey.

[NOTE Summary:

The maamar opens by framing the core issue as the conflict between yav and n°v1» mwn. Pharaoh represents
the worldview that acknowledges a Creator at the beginning of existence but denies ongoing individual
providence, claiming that the world now runs through fixed systems of stars, constellations, and natural order.

D°T2Y7 O°T2Y POV OIXD TIAYWH DORX) IK)
N2227 AT AN9WT 71032 71T Y Wn3

07 °77 07997 221 YN D0 A2 RuY 7R
DT KO3 07 Ny WhRYE 92 00991
AT 127 D7y A8 17921 nianTRd Pav Ty
D717 ODR°Y) TIY3 M08 NERYT N7i

—————

This denial is not atheism but a subtler displacement of Divine presence from lived reality. Egypt thus becomes
the paradigm of a world where God is distant, concealed behind habit, routine, and apparent causality.

Against this stands the Torah’s insistence that nothing moves, lives, or persists without constant Divine vitality.
Every breath, every motion, every event is governed through 231 X1¥7, a dynamic of advance and withdrawal
that allows creation to exist without being overwhelmed by Divine light. Continuous vitality would nullify the
recipient; therefore concealment, descent, and struggle are not failures but essential mechanisms of life. 777 is
9y 7%, descent is itself a form of Divine presence in concealment.

This framework explains why God says “I hardened Pharaoh’s heart.” The hardening is not the absence of God
but His presence in its most concealed form. Pharaoh’s intensification of oppression is itself part of the Divine
plan, completing the refinement necessary for redemption. The strengthening of the klipah is what enables its
eventual collapse.

The maamar then turns to the human being. Man is described as Jup 07, a microcosm that includes all worlds
from the highest to the lowest. When a person reaches true deveikut, total inner alignment with God without
self-interest, he becomes the living locus of Divine glory. Such a person does not merely obey nature; he
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embodies the purpose of nature. This is why tzaddikim can alter the order of creation. Joshua stopping the sun
is not a suspension of nature but a replacement: the tzaddik stands in the sun’s place, expressing Divine glory
more fully than the natural order itself.

This distinction explains the mitzvah of 71m “us 17175, The donkey represents N1, physical desire,
especially distorted love. If one can redeem it, meaning elevate physical drives and foreign thoughts into pure
service of God, then they are transformed through 701, symbolized by the lamb given to the kohen. If one
cannot, then the only option is 797y, total negation, severing the misuse of desire rather than pretending to
sanctify it. This parallels yibbum versus chalitzah: the ideal is elevation, but when intention is impure, restraint
becomes the higher truth.

The mitzvah is explicitly tied to o°1¥» nX>X* because the Exodus represents liberation from servitude to systems,
intermediaries, and habits. At Sinai, Israel receives the Torah through which heaven and earth themselves were
created, granting them access to the entire chain of existence. Only after this can Israel truly embody ongoing
Divine providence and participate in transforming reality rather than merely enduring it.

The maamar concludes by redefining praise and prayer. First one must “arrange the praise of the Omnipresent,”
meaning recognize God in all existence, in both nature and concealment. Only then can prayer become true
deveikut. One who lives this way praises God with every breath, not only in ascent but also in descent,
understanding both as expressions of the same Divine will.

Practical Takeaway:

Do not measure Divine presence by miracles or emotional highs. Learn to recognize God precisely in regularity,
struggle, concealment, and inner resistance. When elevation is possible, elevate. When it is not, restrain
honestly. In both cases, the goal is the same: exclusive orientation toward God without self-interest. This is true
freedom from Egypt.

Chassidic Story:

Rabbi Menachem Mendel of Horodok was once asked by a student why early Chassidim spoke so much about
God’s presence in ordinary actions rather than seeking constant spiritual ecstasy. The student argued that
inspiration fades, while miracles and revelations would sustain faith.

Rabbi Menachem Mendel responded by pointing to a nearby mill wheel turning steadily in the river. “That
wheel,” he said, “has been turning day and night for years without interruption. No one stands watching it in
amazement. But if it were to stop suddenly, people would gather in alarm. Tell me, which is the greater
wonder?”

The student answered, “The fact that it keeps turning.”
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Rabbi Menachem Mendel nodded. “Exactly so. A miracle shouts once. Nature whispers endlessly. One who
hears the whisper lives with God at every moment. One who waits for shouting will only believe occasionally.

2

Only after many years did the student understand that this teaching was not about settling for less spirituality,
but about entering a deeper, more demanding form of deveikut, where God is encountered not beyond life, but
within it. END NOTE]
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