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Menachem Mendel of Horodak

Pri Ha’Eretz

Pesach - Sfiras HaOmer

The Shabbos that is within Pesach —
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“And you shall count for yourselves from the morrow after the
Shabbos” (Shemos 23:15) — it is stated in the Zohar (Vol. 3,
07a): “Like that woman who sits in the days of impurity.”
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The concept is known to those who believe in the spirituality and
vitality of the sparks of holiness that are in every physical thing
— and in speech, and in thoughts, and in traits, and in desires —
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for all is from Hashem, who dwells literally within them, and
without Him there 1s no substance nor form, taste nor scent —
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and all of them are dead corpses, not found at all without His
being —
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but their entire existence and activity in the world is He, may He
be blessed — the holy vitality and the Life of life.
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And behold, the contraction of the holy vitality that is within all
that is material is called the exile of the Shechinah —
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for the contraction is exile for the One who dwells within them.
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And since “Israel is holy to Hashem,” and they arose in [His]
thought first — and everything was created for their sake —
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behold, everything is conducted through them, and it is within
their power to elevate the Shechinah upward and upward —
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or to lower it, God forbid, downward and downward — through
their engagements.
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For wherever Israel were exiled — the Shechinah is with them,
even among the kelipos (shells/impure forces).
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And this is the vitality of the kelipos, namely — when one of
[srael is drawn to them,
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behold, the Shechinah that he draws with him gives life to the
kelipos.
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And the excess [energy] that flows from the Shechinah to vitalize
the kelipos — this is called “stain” and “impurity,”
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for it is the spirit of defilement (ruach d’misavusa) that rests upon
the person who draws this.
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And from that point on — he is unable to cleave to holiness, after
becoming physical,
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a ruach d’misavusa is upon him — a separating screen between
him and the holy, until he purifies himself from the
aforementioned impurity.
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And the more one sins,
5:2),

“they have deeply corrupted” (cf. Hoshea
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[and] descends deeper into the kelipos — he must exert himself
more to ascend, level after level,
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and draw upon himself the Ruach HaKodesh in place of the
impurity he left behind.
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As is known, there is no emptiness in the world — only
something that receives either impurity or purity and holiness.
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See Zohar Vol. 3, 51a; and see further in Parshas Acharei.)
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And therefore, when Israel went out of Egypt — which is the
depth of the kelipos — in order to receive the Torah,
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the understanding (binah) of the discerning was hidden until after
the counting of their days of purification —
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from level to level — fifty days, which are the Gates of Binah and
Teshuvah, to return from their previous path and to refine their
materiality.
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And without this, they would not have been able to receive the
Binah and Chochmah, which is the Torah.
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And behold, this Teshuvah applies in all worldly activities — it is
what is called lower wisdom,
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which is the matter of “In all your ways know Him” (Mishlei 3:6)

1,3°9Wn) "AYT 277 722" T NIny),

being that he engages in all material matters with attachment and
connection to the Shechinah, the holy vitality within it.
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For example, the taste in all types of food, or the life and
sustenance of every single thing —
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it 1S the Shechinah that is in exile.
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And behold, all of this vitality and sustenance is what is grasped
by a person — he possesses the holy vitality.
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What is not grasped — “higher than high watches” (Koheles 5:7)
— the one who influences and extends vitality into what is

grasped —
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this is called Or Makif (surrounding light) and “Rav Tuv”
abundant goodness),
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which cannot enter and contract within that thing, so it remains in
the secret of Or Makif around the vitality within it.
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And if a person engages in all his matters with deveikus to the
Shechinah and the holy vitality within it —
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from it extends attachment to the Or Makif, for there is an
extension from one to the other —
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this is called the unification of the Holy One, blessed be He, and
His Shechinah.
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And such worldly engagement is a clarification beyond the
felipos,
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which enables reaching the receiving of the Torah — than which
there is nothing higher,
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like the deeds of Chanoch, who was a sandal-maker.
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And this is the concept of the Exodus from Egypt at night —
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for the Exodus from Egypt refers to the departure from the
felipos,
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and “nights” in Scripture refers to all exile of the Shechinah,
which is constricted within any thing.
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And this is (Berachos 12b): “I did not merit that the Exodus from
Egypt be said at night until Ben Zoma expounded it.”
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“All the days” — to include the nights — for the word “all”
indicates the fifty gates of Binah and Teshuvah,
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and they are included in all aspects of This World in the seven
days of building —
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for “the world is built with kindness” — these are seven times
seven, 49 days of the Sefirah,
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the term “Sefirah indicating sapphire-like radiance and
purification of the material.

IinT 21 100 1YY

“And you shall count for yourselves” — for the word /lachem (for
yourselves) alludes to matters of This World,
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like the saying (Pesachim 68b): “half for yourselves and half for
Hashem.”
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And this is: that you shall purify — clarification and sapphire-like
brilliance — a decree of lachem —
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“From the morrow of the Shabbos you shall count” — for the
concept of mochoras (the morrow) is that which is not grasped,
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for only “today” is grasped, but not “the morrow.”
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And likewise, the Shechinah in the lower worlds and the deveikus
with her —
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from where will their light and their counting come? From the
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imochoras, that which is not grasped. Mn.
And so too, level after level — from what is grasped to what is | 2°Wng 79 2L I1RE? 217 17 ,R3777 R3772 1)
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And this is the concept of greatness, by way of analogy —
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for the vitality of an infant and that of an adult are equal —
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except that the vitality and intellect of the infant are hidden, not
integrated in the limbs to direct them with intellect — unlike the
adult.
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So too is the path of all deveikus and unification of the Holy One,
blessed be He, and His Shechinah in worldly matters or mitzvah
performance and Torah —

RPN RIT T2 RYTIP TN MP2T3 22 717 12
AR nivea Apyn X 03 071y nwa —

it is to cleave with complete attachment and to draw and clothe
upon himself that holy vitality that dwells in the matter of his
activities —
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his speech, his mitzvos, his Torah, and his prayer —
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this is what purifies the limbs and the material from the kelipos.
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For in bringing Hashem into himself — there, all doers of iniquity
are separated.
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And after it is clothed in his deveikus — this is the greatness of
intellect,
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that he brings it inward — and automatically, a greater Or Makif
must be drawn —
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until “He will make the Torah great and glorious.”
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