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Siman #30 
And they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” (18:9). 
The name איה (Ayeh) is a Divine Name through which one can 
attain wealth, wisdom, and children (see Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar 
HaTefillos, Chapter 26, end). Therefore they said this name, 
 .איה

יֹּאמְרוּ  רָה אַיֵּה אֵלָיו וַ ךָ שָׂ תֶּ אַיֵּה .ט׳( )י״ח, אִשְׁ  
ם הוּא בּוֹ שֵׁ יג יכָוֹל שֶׁ רוּת לְהַשִּׂ וּבָניִם וְחָכְמָה עָשְׁ  
רִי )עַיֵּן עַר חַיִּים עֵץ פְּ פִלּוֹת שַׁ רֶק תְּ רֶק סוֹף ל״ו פֶּ פֶּ  
ם אָמְרוּ לְכָךְ ז׳(, אַיֵּה הַזֶּה הַשֵּׁ . 

[NOTE Summary​
Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz explains that when the angels asked Avraham, “Where is Sarah your wife?” they 
were not asking a physical question but invoking a Divine name—איה (Ayeh)—a mystical term that awakens 
hidden blessing. This holy name connects to the flow of abundance in the three core areas of life: wealth, 
wisdom, and children. By saying “Ayeh,” they were drawing down that spiritual energy upon Sarah, opening 
the channels through which her long-awaited blessing of a child could manifest. 

Practical Takeaway​
When life feels barren—emotionally, spiritually, or materially—remember the power of asking “Ayeh?” 
(“Where is G-d here?”). This question itself invites the Divine presence into the void. In moments of 
confusion or longing, turning the question “Where?” into a cry of seeking transforms emptiness into a vessel 
for new blessing. 

Explanation: 

1. The source — Pri Etz Chaim, Shaar HaTefillah, Chapter 26 

Rav Chaim Vital writes that when one says “Ayeh” (איה) in certain meditations, it arouses a flow 
(hamshachah) from the supernal source of Binah, and that this Name can draw ,ועושר חכמה, בנים  — children, 
wisdom, and wealth. 

Why those three? Each corresponds to a different channel that descends from Binah into the lower worlds. 

2. The meaning of “איה” — “Where is He?” 

The word איה means “Where?” — a cry of searching and yearning for the Divine Presence. In Kabbalah, this 
corresponds to the soul’s call to draw revelation from a hidden, higher world (Binah) into a revealed state 
(Ze’ir Anpin and Malchut). 

In other words: 

●​  ,represents the movement from concealment to revelation איה
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●​ and that is precisely the channel through which blessing descends into the material world — wisdom, 
children, and wealth. 

3. The mystical structure — Binah as the Source 

In the Sefiros, Binah (Understanding) is called the “Supernal Mother” (Imma Ila’ah), and it is said: 

“From Binah come children” (see Zohar I, 7b; II, 121a). 

Thus: 

●​ Children (בנים) come from Binah as she gives birth to the lower sefiros. 
●​ Wisdom (חכמה) is drawn from Binah because Binah gives understanding to Chochmah (they 

constantly flow into each other — “ חכמה אין בינה אין אם ”). 
●​ Wealth (עושר) in Kabbalah is a symbol of abundance and expansion, both physical and spiritual, 

which flow from Binah, known as הנהר רחובות  — “the wide river,” representing expansion and 
blessing. 

4. Gematria and letters of “איה” 

Let’s look at its letters: 

●​  .Alef, representing unity, Alufo shel Olam (the Divine Source) – א
●​  .Yud, symbol of Chochmah (Wisdom) – י
●​  .Heh, symbol of Binah (Understanding and expansion) – ה

So, איה literally forms the structure of Alef–Yud–Heh, the path of flow from the hidden source (Alef) through 
Chochmah (Yud) into Binah (Heh).​
That’s the chain that births wisdom, children, and wealth — all manifestations of expansion from potential 
into revealed form. 

5. In our verse — “Where is Sarah your wife?” 

When the angels said “Ayeh Sarah ishtecha”, they weren’t merely asking for her location.​
They were invoking this Name — Ayeh — to draw down blessing from Binah into Sarah: 

●​ Children – the birth of Yitzchak. 
●​ Wisdom – the spiritual clarity and prophetic insight she possessed. 
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●​ Wealth – the abundance that flowed to Avraham’s household afterward. 

Thus, it wasn’t a question — it was a spiritual invocation of the Divine Name איה, to open the channels of 
Binah for these blessings. 

6. Summary 

Attribute 
Source 
Drawn through איה because… 
Children 
Binah = Imma = Source of birth 
“From Binah come children.” 
Wisdom 
Yud-Heh structure 
Flows from Chochmah into Binah and back — “איה” unites them. 
Wealth 
Binah = Expansion ( הנהר רחובות ) 
The revealed abundance from the hidden source. 
END NOTE] 

Siman #31 
“I will surely return to you at this time of life, and behold, 
Sarah will have a son” (18:10). I heard in the name of the holy 
Rabbi, that we do not find that the angel actually returned there 
at the birth of Yitzchak. However, the explanation is that it is 
stated in the holy Zohar (on our portion) that the three men were 
Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. And this angel was in fact the 
very soul of Yitzchak himself. Thus the meaning of “I will surely 
return to you” is that I—meaning the soul of Yitzchak—will 
return to you, and I will be for Sarah a son. Understand this well. 

 

עֵת אֵלֶיךָ אָשׁוּב שׁוֹב רָה חַיָּה בָּ ן וּלְשָׂ י׳(. )י״ח, בֵּ  
י מַעְתִּ ם שָׁ לֹא לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ הָרַב בְּשֵׁ ב מָצִינוּ דְּ שָׁ שֶׁ  
לְאָךְ ם הַמַּ לֵידַת לְשָׁ אִיתָא הָעִניְןָ, אַךְ יצְִחָק. בְּ זֹּהַר דְּ  בַּ  
דוֹשׁ תֵנוּ( )עַל הַקָּ רָשָׁ ה ניִנהְוּ מַאן פָּ לוֹשָׁ ים שְׁ — אֲנשִׁ  

לְאָךְ וְזהֶ וְיעֲַקבֹ, יצְִחָק אַבְרָהָם אֵלּוּ עַצְמוֹ הָיהָ הַמַּ בְּ  
מַת רָה וְאֶהְיהֶ אֵלֶיךָ אָשׁוּב שׁוֹב וְזהֶוּ יצְִחָק, נשְׁ ן, לְשָׂ בֵּ  
ן  .וְהַבֵּ
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[NOTE Summary​
Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz teaches that the angel who spoke to Avraham about Yitzchak’s birth was not a 
separate being, but the very soul of Yitzchak himself. The phrase “I will surely return to you” means “I, 
Yitzchak’s soul, will come into this world and be born to Sarah.” This interpretation reveals the profound unity 
between the spiritual and physical—before Yitzchak’s body existed, his soul was already participating in the 
promise, announcing its own arrival. 

Practical Takeaway​
Every blessing, every turning point in life, begins with a spark of its soul already present. When we sense that 
something holy is about to unfold, it may be the “soul” of that event whispering to us. Like Yitzchak’s soul 
returning through the angel’s words, our deepest purposes often announce themselves before they take shape. 
Learn to listen for those subtle stirrings—they are the beginnings of creation in your own life. END NOTE] 

Siman #32 
He said: Why did Avraham father his son Yitzchak only 
after one hundred years (see Zohar, part 2, 60)?  ,ה אָמַר נוֹ יצְִחָק אֶת אַבְרָהָם הוֹלִיד לָמָּ מֵאָה אַחַר בְּ  

נִים ס׳ )כ״ל, שָׁ ). 
Because Israel and Mashiach can only come through hesech 
hadaas—a removal of conscious awareness (see Sanhedrin 97a). 

 
י רָאֵל כִּ יחַ ישְׂ הִסַּח רַק לָבוֹא יכְוֹלִים אֵינםָ וּמָשִׁ בְּ  

ע״א צ״ז, סַנהְֶדְרִין )עַיֵּן הַדַּעַת ). 
For Israel and Mashiach arose in thought to be created before the 
world itself was created (see Zohar, 6b). 

 
י רָאֵל כִּ יחַ ישְׂ בָה עָלוּ וּמָשִׁ חֲשָׁ מַּ רֵאוֹת בַּ קוֹדֶם לְהִבָּ  

נִּבְרָא ב׳ ו׳, )כ״ל הָעוֹלָם שֶׁ ). 
And daas (conscious intellect) belongs to the realm of creation, 
therefore they can only come through hesech hadaas. 

 
עַת רִיאָה, הוּא וְהַדַּ בְּ י לָבוֹא יכְוֹלִים אֵינםָ לְפִיכָךְ בַּ כִּ  

הִסַּח אִם עַת בְּ הַדַּ . 
Therefore Avraham fathered Yitzchak after one hundred years, 
and it was like the resurrection of the dead. 

 
נהָ מֵאָה אַחַר אַבְרָהָם הוֹלִיד וְלָכֵן תְחִיַּית וְהָיהָ שָׁ כִּ  

תִים  .הַמֵּ
Yet, at the time of the resurrection, there must be the “fragrance 
of the bones” (havla de-garmei) (see Etz Chaim, Shaar 
HaKlalim, ch. 3). 

 
תְחִיַּית רַק תִים בִּ לָא לִהְיוֹת צָרִיךְ הַמֵּ )עַיֵּן דְגַרְמֵי הַבְּ  

עַר חַיִּים עֵץ לָלִים שַׁ רֶק הַכְּ ג׳ פֶּ ). 

And what Avraham believed in the Holy One, blessed be He, 
was that very “fragrance of the bones.” 

 
הֶאֱמִין וּמַה דוֹשׁ אַבְרָהָם שֶּׁ הַקָּ לָא הָיהָ הוּא בָּרוּךְ בַּ הַבְּ  

 .דְגַרְמֵי
Therefore it is written (Bereishis 15:6): “And he believed in 
Hashem, and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.” 

 
ית כָּתוּב וְלָכֵן וְגוֹ׳ בַּה׳ וְהֶאֱמִן ו׳(: ט״ו, )בְּרֵאשִׁ  

בֶהָ צְדָקָה לּוֹ וַיַּחְשְׁ . 
He also said: Because Israel are exceedingly holy, they could not 
be born until one hundred years had passed—for a 
hundred-year-old is considered as one dead and gone, and so 
forth (Zohar, part 2, 60). 

 
י אָמַר, גַּם רָאֵל מִחְמַת כִּ יִּשְׂ ים שֶׁ לֹא מְאדֹ, הֵם קְדוֹשִׁ  

י לְהִוָּלֵד יכְָלוּ ניִם, מֵאָה אַחַר אִם כִּ י שָׁ אִלּוּ מֵאָה בֶן כִּ כְּ  
ס׳ )כ״ל, וְכוּ׳ וְעָבַר מֵת ). 
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[NOTE Summary​
Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz teaches that Avraham’s miraculous fathering of Yitzchak at one hundred years old 
reflects a spiritual law: true holiness and redemption only emerge when human understanding steps aside. Just 
as the coming of Mashiach and the essence of Israel were conceived before the world’s creation—beyond the 
realm of intellect—so too Yitzchak’s birth came through hesech hadaas, a complete suspension of logic. 
Avraham’s faith itself became the “breath of the bones,” the spark that awakened new life, similar to the 
resurrection of the dead. Only when one has gone beyond self—symbolized by Avraham at one hundred, “as if 
dead and passed”—can something eternal be born. 

Practical Takeaway​
Faith is not the opposite of reason—it is what begins when reason ends. When you reach a point where the path 
forward seems impossible, that is where the deepest miracles can take root. The hesech hadaas, the quiet space 
beyond understanding, is not emptiness but the birthplace of Divine renewal. 

Chassidic Story​
Once, Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz noticed a poor man weeping during prayer. “Why do you cry?” he asked. The 
man replied, “I have nothing left—no money, no strength, no hope.” Rebbe Pinchas smiled gently and said, 
“Then you are ready. When a person has nothing left to lean on—not even his own understanding—he finally 
becomes a vessel for G-d Himself.” That very week, the man’s situation turned unexpectedly; his fortunes 
reversed, and he later told others that it was precisely when he stopped trying to understand that Heaven began 
to move for him.  END NOTE] 

Siman #33 
In the Haftarah: “Your maidservant has nothing in the house 
except a small jug of oil. And he said: Go, borrow for 
yourself vessels from outside, empty vessels—do not diminish 
them…” (II Kings 4:2–3). 

 
אָסוּךְ אִם כִּי בַּבַּיתִ כּלֹ לְשִׁפְחָתְךָ אֵין בְּהַפְטָרָה:  

כֵּלִים הַחוּץ מִן כֵּלִים לָךְ שַׁאֲלִי לְכִי וַיּאֹמֶר שֶׁמֶן,  
ב׳–ג׳ ד׳, ב׳ )מְלָכִים וְגוֹ׳ תַּמְעִיטִי אַל רֵקִים ). 

In the name of Rabbi Shmayerl of Warshivker, of blessed 
memory: It seems difficult—why does a person pray every day, 
even when his mind is not clear and he has no heart or desire at 
all? What benefit does it bring? 

 
ם י בְּשֵׁ מַיֵּירְל רַבִּ יוְוקֶער שְׁ לִבְרָכָה, זכְִרוֹנוֹ מִוַורְשִׁ  

לְכּוֹרָה ה, דְּ ה קָשֶׁ לֵּל לָמָּ כָל מִתְפַּ אֵין אַף יוֹם בְּ הַמּוֹחַ שֶׁ  
ק לֵב לוֹ וְאֵין צָלוּל לָל, וְחֵשֶׁ מְהַנֵּי וּמַה כְּ . 

However, this is what is meant by “empty vessels.” For the 
letters of prayer are called vessels (see Etz Chaim, Shaar 6, 
chapter 6, Taanina). 

 
לִים נקְִרָא זהֶ אֲבָל הָאוֹתִיּוֹת רֵקִים, כֵּ לִים נקְִרָאִים שֶׁ כֵּ  

עַר חַיִּים עֵץ )עַיֵּן רֶק ו׳ שַׁ ניִנאָ ו׳, פֶּ תַּ ). 

And every prayer, even one without heart, still acts and does not 
go to waste. 

 
פִלָּה וְכָל הִיא אַף תְּ לִי שֶׁ פּוֹעֶלֶת מָקוֹם מִכָּל לֵב, בְּ  

לָה הוֹלֶכֶת וְאֵינהָּ לְבַטָּ . 
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For when a person merits once to pray properly, with sincere 
thought—since thought is called “oil” (see Peri Etz Chaim, 
Shaar HaTefillah, chapter 23, at the end)—then through that 
prayer there is an ascent for all the empty ones. 

 

י זוֹכֶה כִּ עַם הָאָדָם כְּשֶׁ לֵּל אַחַת פַּ כַוָּנהָ לְהִתְפַּ כַּהוֹגֶן בְּ  
בָה מַחֲשָׁ בָה טוֹבָה, בְּ מַחֲשָׁ מֶן נקְִרֵאת דְּ רִי )עַיֵּן שֶׁ עֵץ פְּ  

עַר חַיִּים פִלָּה שַׁ רֶק הַתְּ רֶק(, סוֹף כ״ג פֶּ זהֶ ידְֵי עַל הַפֶּ  
פִלּוֹת לְכָל עֲלִיָּה ישֵׁ הָרֵיקוֹת הַתְּ . 

Even through a single word that a person says with truth to 
Hashem, all the empty prayers can rise and fill all the empty 
vessels. 

 
יבָה ידְֵי עַל וַאֲפִלּוּ אוֹמֵר אַחַת תֵּ אֱמֶת הָאָדָם שֶׁ לַה׳ בֶּ  

פִלּוֹת כָּל לַעֲלוֹת יכְוֹלִים אִים הָרֵיקוֹת הַתְּ כָּל וּמִתְמַלְּ  
לִים הָרֵיקִים הַכֵּ . 

And even through another person’s prayer they sometimes 
ascend as well. 

 
תְפִלָּתוֹ עוֹלִים לְפָעָמִים אַחֵר אָדָם ידְֵי עַל וַאֲפִלּוּ בִּ  
 .וְכוּ׳

And through the empty prayers, blessing also descends, for no 
prayer is ever in vain—only that the blessing may descend into a 
wilderness, a desolate land. Sometimes, a great merchant passes 
through there, and his animals find pasture and nourishment 
from it. 

 

פִלּוֹת ידְֵי וְעַל ן גַּם יוֹרֵד הָרֵיקוֹת הַתְּ פַע, כֵּ י שֶׁ אֵין כִּ  
פִלָּה שׁוּם לָה, תְּ פַע רַק לְבַטָּ הַשֶּׁ דְבָּר יוֹרֵד שֶׁ מִּ אֶרֶץ בַּ בְּ  
ם בָּא לְפָעָמִים וְרַק צִיָּה, וְישֵׁ גָּדוֹל סוֹחֵר אֵיזהֶ שָׁ  

ים שִׂ וְכַיּוֹצֵא לִבְהֶמוֹתָיו מִרְעֶה לוֹ וְנתְִפָּ . 

And he, of blessed memory, said: It seems that all this was from 
the words of the Baal Shem Tov, and Rabbi Shmayerl, of blessed 
memory, concluded: “However, there are prayers that are 
worm-eaten—when one entertains evil thoughts, Heaven forbid, 
during prayer. From these come worm-eaten fruits. Therefore, in 
our generation, worms have increased in fruits.” 

 

מְדוּמֶה לִבְרָכָה: זכְִרוֹנוֹ הוּא וְאָמַר עַד כְּ בְרֵי כָּאן שֶׁ מִדִּ  
עַל ם הַבַּ י טוֹב, שֵׁ מַיֵּירְל וְרַבִּ סִיֵּם לִבְרָכָה זכְִרוֹנוֹ שְׁ  
זהֶ: פִלּוֹת ישֵׁ אֲבָל בָּ ב מְתוֹלָעוֹת, תְּ חָשַׁ בוֹת שֶׁ מַחְשָׁ  
עַת לִצְלָן רַחֲמָנאָ רָעוֹת פִלָּה, בִּשְׁ אִים מִזֶּה הַתְּ פֵּרוֹת בָּ  

פֵּרוֹת תוֹלָעִים נתְִרַבּוּ הַזֶּה בַּדוֹר לָכֵן מְתוֹלָעִים, בַּ . 

[NOTE Summary​
The verse from the Haftarah—“Your maidservant has nothing in the house except a small jug of oil”—as a 
deep metaphor for prayer. The “empty vessels” symbolize prayers recited without feeling or clear thought. 
Even when a person prays without concentration, those words are still sacred—they form vessels waiting to be 
filled. When, at another time, a person manages to pray with true intention, that one heartfelt prayer can elevate 
all the earlier “empty” ones, filling them with light and meaning. The “oil,” representing thought and inner 
awareness, seeps into those hollow words and gives them life. Yet, when thoughts of impurity enter prayer, they 
corrupt its fruit, just as worm-eaten prayers yield worm-eaten results. 

Practical Takeaway​
Never underestimate even a cold or distracted prayer. Each word we utter becomes a vessel for holiness, 
awaiting the moment when sincere feeling will fill it. A single honest phrase said from the heart can lift years 
of forgotten prayers. But just as positive thought refines the words, negative thought can spoil 
them—reminding us that awareness and purity of mind are the true “oil” that give prayer its fragrance and 
power. 
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 בס"ד

Reb Pinchas of Koretz 
Imrie Pinchas 

Parshas Vayera 
 

Chassidic Story​
Once, Rabbi Pinchas saw a man praying rapidly without focus. Afterward, the Rebbe asked him, “Where did 
your prayers go?” The man looked puzzled. The Rebbe continued, “Words of prayer are like birds. When they 
are alive with thought and feeling, they soar to Heaven. But when they are lifeless, they hover in the air, 
waiting for someone with a pure heart to lift them.” The man began to cry and said, “Rebbe, what should I do 
about all my old prayers?” The Rebbe replied, “Pray now—just once—with truth. That one prayer will give 
wings to them all.”​
END NOTE] 
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