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Introduction

This powerful discourse was delivered by the Lubavitcher Rebbe on Shabbos Parshas Re’eh, which coincided
with Rosh Chodesh Elul, 1 Elul 5751 (1991). It was part of a farbrengen held at 770 Eastern Parkway, and it
captures the Rebbe’s urgent call to prepare for the imminent arrival of Moshiach — not just spiritually, but with
tangible, public action. From the very first lines, the Rebbe emphasizes that our generation — the final one of
exile and the first of redemption — has already completed all necessary spiritual work. The only thing left is to
“open the eyes” and recognize that the Geulah is already present. This is not a vague hope but a pressing reality
that demands internalization and proclamation. Throughout the discourse, the Rebbe explains that even those
who feel the ideas of Geulah have not yet penetrated their understanding must still publicize this truth —
because faith in its complete form obligates each person to share it, beginning with their own family and
surroundings.

This maamar, rooted in the final year of the Rebbe’s public leadership, is filled with the Rebbe’s intense
yearning, expectation, and demand that Geulah be revealed now — in our world, with our eyes. It is not merely
a message of hope; it is a call to action, a declaration of truth, and a direct continuation of the Rebbe’s final and
most urgent mission.
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(1) Parshas Re’eh is always read at a time that is connected with 219K WINY W 112 027 iR AR v
the month of Elul: in most years—on Shabbos Mevorchim Elul ay) 2198 WIn 0°372) Nava — oo3wa 212
(in which the blessing is drawn down upon and into all the days ,(P128 WM 11y 12 92231 Y 1972 NYnI
and matters of the month of Elul), and in some years—Iike this YT WRAT 'R 02 — 37 7123 — 0w 0
year—on the first day of Rosh Chodesh Elul (which includes all D198 WTNT DOV 00020 92 D2Iaw) 219N).
the days and matters of the month of Elul).

And we must understand the connection and relevance of WM R DWNDT M WRD 1207 XY
Parshas Re’eh to the month of Elul (as it is known that the times NPWaY DOV MWD Ty 11722) 29N
of the year are connected with the Torah portions that are read X277R 07 77IRI77 — (272 PIipY AR
then)—for seemingly, they are even opposite concepts: TRTAT 02097 OOV
The idea of the month of Elul is: “I am my Beloved’s and my L9 07T 27977 IR — DIDR W YW Iy
Beloved is mine”—the acronym of Elul—man’s service from ;172977 Tunhn 0TRT N7y — 2K nianTwRy
below to above, in which a person is aroused to draw close to ;RITPN2WITRET 2RNT7 Nivnn 2oy
the Holy One, blessed be He; and through this—and following — "9 7N ARYI ArNORY A7 TN
this—comes “and my Beloved is mine,” the revelation of the DINTY RITPN2WITRIT MR

Holy One, blessed be He, to man.
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Whereas in Parshas Re’eh—*“See, I give before you today a
blessing”—the emphasis is on the drawing down from above to
below (that the Holy One, blessed be He, gives to man).

()

We may further add to the emphasis on the drawing down from
above to below—in every detail of the phrase “See, I give before
you today”:

“X7/ See”—seeing is higher than hearing [“Hearing is not like
seeing,” and therefore a witness cannot become a judge... for
once he saw it... he cannot find merit for him—which is not the
case when the judge hears from witnesses who saw the matter];
and among their differences is that hearing is from below to
above—grasping detail after detail until reaching the general
idea—while sight is from above to below, grasping at once the
general idea, and afterward the details.

‘1% / "—the revelation of His Essence and Being (that one
addresses Him by saying “°31X”)... in a manner of elevation and
exaltedness (from above to below). This is the difference
between *1¥ and *J1X (even though their meanings and most of
their letters—alef, nun, yud—are the same): when one simply
identifies, he says ‘““IX Ploni,” but when announcing in a manner
of loftiness and exaltedness, one says “°218,” as in “7¥77 "2I8,”
and as emphasized in the distinction between °1¥ and *J1X in the
addition of the letter 7"">, which alludes to Kesser, where the
essence of exaltedness resides.

“1ni1/ I give”—from above to below; and specifically “in11,” as
“Whoever gives, gives with a good eye.”

“02°397 / before you”—meaning into your inwardness. This
further emphasizes the drawing down from above to below: that
it first enters the level of inwardness, and only afterward extends
even into the external aspects. (Which is unlike the order of from
below to above—where one goes from the external to the
internal.)

n¥*7 02°397 101 "3 X" — X NP2 9N
R T2ynYn TAWYRAT DY — "172
DIRT? 101 RIFPN2WITRAY)).

— 9N AYRR NWHRID NYITIR 907 W)
Di"7 02397 101 338 AN NIanT "pp 923"

"I APR] Ty nwn YRy MR - "
2. T APYITY PRI, RN Ty
YR 127 "R A2 XY K7 . AIT
DRI ,[377 W 27 20 (107)
nERINY A7y’ MYnon KT AYRYY — 03y
KT TR TIY N19927 7Y 079 ION? 0
397 N9 TINR27R NORINY Lmun? n7ynn
0°377 2072 727K

"pox D1iBY AT) INIAMY iNIRY NYTiN — "IN
MIRWINT 77230 777 -..("I" DTRN2
"IR" PRy PN Y (TR A2vnen)

— " '1'K — PniPNIR 37) ATIDY AR) "R

73129 38" wix ang yTiRYIY (@MY
;NI MWK MRPINT) 77233 777 P TRYN
"I TV U972 WiTR), "IN " 3
037 ¥ AR ,(7"2 NIXG N2RIT)R "I
MIRYINT) DRI TRY DY

"inia 92" RP2T "Nia™ ,aun? A7ynn — "nh
iR A2 YR

"NYRTR 1Y 001197 WY — "02719?
TPNn AR ,AYN? "ynn NWRII 0P
NI7I3 03 NYRI 72710 ,NPR°I90 NIHR7
TR ,TTRYR? TYRRT 79T XPT) NPT
NP9 2R MPARTD).

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Re’eh

7''o2

R'"win's7 DR WITWRAT 'K, 'R LN NWNDTNIR nimn
From the talks of Shabbos Parshas Re’eh, 1st day of Rosh Chodesh Elul, 1991

“oi’7 / Today”—indicates light and revelation, as it is written,
“And G-d called the light: day”; and it also indicates eternity, as
our Sages of blessed memory said: “Every place where it says
‘today’—it is eternal and forever—even this very day,” meaning
literally today. For since the drawing down is from above to
below, it is in a manner that is fixed and eternal (without regard
to the state and condition of the recipient below).

“1272 / Blessing”—its concept is hamshachah, drawing down (as
the word berachah is related to hamshachah, drawing), from
above to below—reaching even the complete form of blessing
that comes from the highest level, which is in a hidden state. For
this reason it is expressed in terms that seem opposite of blessing
(as in the continuation and conclusion of the verse after
“blessing”), similar to the Aggadah in Maseches Moed Katan,
where Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai sent his son to Rabbi Yehudah
and Rabbi Yonasan, and they blessed him in strange words. The
son returned to Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai and said they had
distressed him—until his father explained that it was all actually
blessings... through which there was drawn down from an even
higher level... where curse is transformed into blessing—just like
teshuvah that is greater than the level of a tzaddik, through which
darkness is transformed into light... when evil is turned into
good, it is loftier than good that was good from the outset.

And nevertheless, we read “See, | give before you today a
blessing...” (a drawing down from above to below) on Shabbos
Mevorchim Elul—or on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul—the very
time whose theme is “I am to my Beloved and my Beloved is to
me,” man’s divine service from below to above specifically.

(*)
Seemingly, this can be explained based on what was explained
earlier: that since the month of Elul includes the divine service of
the entire year as a whole—both the honest accounting and the
repair and completion of the past year, and also the preparation
for the coming year—
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it contains both directions of divine service: from below to above
(during the winter months, which begin from Tishrei—including
also the preparation in the month of Elul—*“I am to my Beloved
and my Beloved is to me”) and from above to below (during the
summer months, which begin from Nissan—“My Beloved is to
me and I am to Him”).

Both of these are included in the month of Elul itself: “I am to
my Beloved”—from below to above, and “My Beloved is to
me”—ifrom above to below.

More specifically: the accounting (and repair and completion) of
the previous year begins (and primarily consists of) the service
of the summer months of that past year (those adjacent to the
month of Elul), which is in the mode of from above to below.
And afterward, it includes also the accounting of the winter
months that preceded those. And the preparation for the coming
year begins (and primarily consists of) the service of the winter
months of the coming year (those adjacent to the month of Elul),
in the mode of from below to above—

and afterward, it includes also the preparation for the summer
months that will follow.

And it may be said that these two modes are alluded to in the two
days of Rosh Chodesh Elul (which belongs to the group of
months whose Rosh Chodesh is always two days):

the first day of Rosh Chodesh is the 30th of Menachem Av,
which belongs to the order of divine service of the summer
months (which begin in Nissan), in the mode of from above to
below (“My Beloved is to me”);

and the second day of Rosh Chodesh is the first day of the month
of Elul, in which begins the preparation for the order of divine
service of the winter months (which begin in Tishrei), in the
mode of from below to above (“I am to my Beloved”).

This is emphasized even more in the particular arrangement of
this year: that Rosh Chodesh Elul falls on Shabbos and Sunday.
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On Shabbos (the first day of Rosh Chodesh, the 30th of
Menachem Av), the divine service is in the mode of from above
to below—where the involvement is only in matters of holiness:
Torah and tefillah, and even eating and drinking are permeated
with holiness, for through them one fulfills the mitzvah of Oneg
Shabbos.

And on Sunday (the second day of Rosh Chodesh, the first of
Elul), begins the weekday mode of service—from below to
above—where the primary involvement is in weekday work and
activity, which are to be refined, clarified, and elevated to
holiness.

According to this, we may now explain the connection between
Parshas Re’eh and Shabbos Mevorchim (or Shabbos) Rosh
Chodesh Elul:

Since Shabbos Mevorchim Elul is always in the month of
Menachem Av, and Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul is always the
first day of Rosh Chodesh (the 30th of Menachem Av), it
highlights even more the accounting of the service in the mode
of from above to below. And therefore, we read: “See, I give
before you today a blessing.”

(7
However, it is more reasonable to say that Parshas Re’eh is
associated not only with the mode of divine service from above
to below, but also with the mode of service from below to above,
because:
Even though the reading of Parshas Re’eh on Shabbos
Mevorchim Elul or on Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul is at the end
of the month of Menachem Av, the essential theme of that
Shabbos day relates to the month of Elul—

whether regarding Shabbos Mevorchim Elul, whose theme is
drawing down blessing for the month of Elul, or even more so
regarding Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul, which—even though it
belongs to the count of days of Menachem Av—it is the first day
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of Rosh Chodesh, which includes all the days of the month of
Elul.

Moreover—and this is the main point: even the end of the month
of Menachem Av (in which Shabbos Mevorchim Elul occurs,
and in which falls the first day of Rosh Chodesh Elul) already
belongs to Elul and Tishrei—the beginning of the winter months.
As is known from Jewish custom, that from the 15th of Av
onward, people begin blessing one another with the blessing of
“Kesivah vachasimah tovah” (and “Gemar chasimah tovah™);
and this is hinted to in the mazal of the month of Menachem
Av—-“Ma’al Aryeh,” “The Lion rises”—where the Lion refers to
the Holy One, blessed be He...

as it is written about it (Amos 3:8), “The lion has roared—who
will not fear?”—the acronym of Elul: Elul, Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur, Hosha’ana Rabbah. That is: in the month of Menachem
Av, there is an allusion to the conclusion and completion of the
chasimah tovah—in the pitka tava (“good note”’) of Hosha’ana
Rabbah.

And therefore, it must be said that Parshas Re’eh—which is read
at the end of the month of Menachem Av, on Shabbos
Mevorchim Elul or on the first day of Rosh Chodesh Elul—is
also (and primarily) related to the mode of divine service from
below to above, the central theme of the month of Elul: “I am to
my Beloved.”

And this is also hinted to in the content of the parshah—its end
and conclusion being the section of the festivals: Pesach and
Shavuos, the festivals of the summer months, which correspond
to the mode of service of “My Beloved is to me,”

and until its very conclusion (the reading of maftir): “The
festival of Sukkos you shall make for yourself” (which includes
Shemini Atzeres)—the festival of the winter months, which
corresponds to the mode of service of “I am to my Beloved.”
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The explanation of this can be said based on what was explained
earlier—that in the month of Elul, in addition to the two modes
of divine service, from below to above (“I am to my Beloved”)
and from above to below (“My Beloved is to me”), there is
also—and primarily—the fusion of “I am to my Beloved and my
Beloved is to me.”

That is: when the two are joined together, they become the name
(which reflects the essence and nature) of the month of Elul—the
acronym of “I am to my Beloved and my Beloved is to me,”
which includes both in a single phrase.

The point is: there is an advantage in “I am to my Beloved” over
“My Beloved is to me,” and there is an advantage in “My
Beloved is to me” over “I am to my Beloved”—and the true
perfection is in the combination of both levels, “I am to my
Beloved and my Beloved is to me,” joined together.

The advantage of “I am to my Beloved” is the divine service of
the person (“ani”) in a mode of his own arousal from below
(from below to above).

However, on the other hand, since man is limited, he can only
reach that level of G-dliness (““dodi’) which corresponds and
relates to the limitations of man (“ani”).

In the language of Chassidus: this is it ‘arusa dil sata (arousal
from below) that draws down an it ‘arusa dil eila (arousal from
above) that corresponds to it.

The advantage of “My Beloved is to me” is the revelation of a
level of G-dliness (“dodi”) that is infinitely beyond the
limitations of man.

That is, the second “dodi” of “ani le’dodi ve’dodi 1i” is higher
than the first “dodi” that is within the grasp of man.

In the language of Chassidus: this is an it ‘arusa dil eila that
comes from a level where the arousal from below cannot reach,
and through drawing it down to man (from above to below), the
true infinite aspect is revealed—even as it is expressed within the
human condition.
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Therefore, man is called not “ani” (I), but “li”” (to me), which
signifies eternity and the absence of limitation—"“wherever it
says ‘l1,” it never departs.”

But on the other hand, this is a revelation from above that does
not come through man’s own effort—it is “bread of shame”
(undeserved).

And the true perfection is in the unification of both
advantages—*I am to my Beloved and my Beloved is to me”
(Elul): the advantage of man’s avodah and the advantage of the
infinite.

As is hinted in the beginning and end of the word “Elul” (which
encompasses the entire word): “Ani” (man’s service) and “Li”
(without limitation).

That is: that even man’s service (from below to above) is in a
manner that transcends measurement and limitation—Ilike the
revelation from above to below.

And it may be said that this idea is also hinted in the five roshei
teivos (acrostics) found in Elul:

1) Torah (2 ,(77 *natry 9705 73X) Avodah / Tefillah (717 >7977 IR
3 ,(°%) Gemilus chassadim (4 ,(2°31°287 niapn Y77 VOR)
Teshuvah (5 ,(22% n¥) 7227 NX) Geulah (7K7 1987 172 TPWR)—

that man’s service in the three lines upon which the world stands
(which correspond to the three worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah, and
Asiyah) is in a way that transcends all measurement and
limitation—of both man and the world—

through the fact that this service is permeated with
teshuvah—whose essence is “and the spirit shall return to G-d
Who gave it” (Koheles 12:7):

the world of Atzilus (the fourth world), and even the idea of
geulah—
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the fifth world (“fifth to Pharaoh”), from which all lights are
discharged and revealed—utterly beyond the entire structure of
the four worlds of Atzilus, Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah.

And the counterpart to this in man’s soul is that his service is
permeated and carried out from the level of yechidah, with a
completely different style:

man’s service from below to above (“I am to my Beloved”) is
not from the lowly position of man’s limitations, but from the
outset in a higher plane—beyond limitation—

because it comes from man’s true and inner essence (as it says,
“You are called man” based on “adamah le’elyon”)—

the soul of man, which is “a part of G-d above, literally”—the
yechidah united to unite You—which is in perfect unity with G-d,
for “Yisrael and the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely one.”

")
According to this, we can explain the connection and relevance
of the month of Elul to the portion of Re’eh:
In order that the service of the month of Elul be
complete—through the combination of both levels of "I am for
my beloved and my beloved is for me" also together, meaning
that the service of man ("I") is in a manner of without limit ("for
me")—a person (who is limited) must be on an exalted level that
is beyond measurement and limitation (through which he reveals

his true essence, that he is one with the Holy One, blessed be
He).
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And this is the theme of the portion Re’eh—"See, I give before
you today a blessing”—that as a preface to the service of man
(from below to above) in all the details of the matters of “do”
and “do not do” (as the verse continues, “that you will listen to
the commandments of Hashem...,” and the negation, “and if you
do not listen...”), it emphasizes the great stature of the person
who serves (each and every individual of Israel) to whom it is
said:

“See”—that he is relevant to and must reach not only the level of
hearing, but also the level of seeing. “I"—“1 Who I am,”
“give”—every giver gives with a good eye, “before you”—to
your inwardness, “today”’—in a manner of light and revelation,
and in an eternal manner, “a blessing...”—all matters of
blessings, both revealed blessings and even higher blessings that
are in a concealed state (as mentioned earlier in section 2).

In other words: The approach to the entirety of man's service (“I
am for my beloved”) is with the knowledge and recognition that
within one’s inwardness (“before you™) is given (“I give”) the
revelation (“today”) of the level of “I Who I am.” And through
this, the entirety of one’s service from below to above (“I”)
becomes in the most elevated way—even beyond measure and
limitation.

And in more detail—this is emphasized in the portion Re’eh also
in the combination of both directions of service: from below to
above (“I am for my beloved”) and from above to below (“and
my beloved is for me”’)—also together, in the month of Elul.

99, ¢

“I give before you™: “give”—a giving from above to below, and
“before you”—to your inwardness, for the true perfection of
drawing down into inwardness is when it is also accomplished
through man’s own service from below to above.
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“Blessing, etc.”: “Blessing” — a revealed blessing that is drawn
from above to below, and a higher blessing that comes through
transforming the curse into a blessing—from below to above.
And their parallel in service: the service of the righteous (from
above to below) and the service of baalei teshuvah (from below
to above), and their combined service as well—"“to return the
righteous in teshuvah” (Berachos 34b).

And the power to unite these two concepts—of from above to
below and from below to above—is from (the verse) “I set
before you... blessing, etc.”—that it comes from a level higher
than both of them: “See, I” — “I, who I am,” who is not hinted
to in any letter or crown (Zohar II 42a), a level that is beyond the
bounds of “above” and “below”—and through it both are united
together.

And similarly at the end of the parsha—*"“The festival of Sukkos
you shall make for yourself” (Devarim 16:13), whose conclusion
is Shemini Atzeres, the meaning of which is (Bamidbar 29:35):
“An assembly shall be for you,”—they shall be for you alone,
and no stranger with you (Sukkah 55b)—"“Israel and the King
alone.” And this idea is already alluded to in the Torah reading
on Shabbos Mevarchim Elul (or Shabbos Rosh Chodesh Elul), to
teach us that a person’s divine service (“I am to my Beloved”)
must be in the most elevated manner, beyond all measurement
and limitation, from the essence of his being—which is one with
the Holy One, blessed be He.

()
And one can further add that this concept (that man’s divine
service is, from the outset, on a level higher than measurement
and limitation) is emphasized even more when the beginning of
the month of Elul falls on Shabbos:
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A Jew’s spiritual standing on Shabbos is on a loftier
level—indeed, beyond comparison—to his standing during the
weekdays. It follows, therefore, that when Rosh Chodesh Elul
begins on Shabbos, the service of “I am my Beloved’s” (the
work of man) begins while the person is already in a
Shabbos-like spiritual state (“a Shabbos’dike Yid”).

And in accordance with this, the service of the month of Elul as a
whole—including even its weekdays—is also performed in a
Shabbos-like manner (“in a Shabbos’dike way™).

More specifically, this applies to the two-day Rosh Chodesh
Elul:

In some months that have two days of Rosh Chodesh, it can
happen that the first day is a weekday (e.g., Friday) and the
second day falls on Shabbos. But this is never the case for Rosh
Chodesh Elul. When Elul begins on Shabbos, the first day is
always Shabbos, and the second day is Sunday.

One can say that this emphasizes the point that the service of “I
am my Beloved’s” (from below to above) does not follow a
gradual ascent—from weekday to Shabbos—but rather begins
immediately in a Shabbos state.

Moreover, the first day of Rosh Chodesh (which is “first” also in
significance) that falls on Shabbos influences and uplifts even
the second day of Rosh Chodesh that falls on Sunday (which is
blessed by the Shabbos), so that it too carries the Shabbos-like
service of “I am my Beloved’s”—and this influence extends
throughout the entire month of Elul.

)

And this idea is further emphasized on the Shabbos day (which
is also Rosh Chodesh) itself—through the precedence of
Shabbos over Rosh Chodesh: even though on this day both
themes of Shabbos and Rosh Chodesh are present, nevertheless,
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the identity of Shabbos takes precedence and is emphasized more

than the identity of Rosh Chodesh.

As is emphasized in the prayers of the day, where the primary
prayer text is that of Shabbos, and only afterwards is Rosh
Chodesh mentioned and added in (after the content of Shabbos).
Similarly, in Birchas HaMazon (which is a Biblical obligation),
the theme of Shabbos is mentioned first ("Retzei") and only
afterwards the theme of Rosh Chodesh ("Yaaleh Veyavo"). And
this emphasis is even greater in Kiddush of the day, where Rosh
Chodesh is not mentioned at all.

And the emphasis is even stronger in the blessings of the
Haftorah, where—even though the Haftorah itself is related not

to Shabbos (e.g. from the Seven of Consolation), but rather to the

theme of Rosh Chodesh ("The heavens are My throne"—the
Haftorah for Shabbos Rosh Chodesh, or "Tomorrow is the New
Moon"—the Haftorah for the eve of Rosh Chodesh),
nonetheless, the blessing is concluded only with the theme of
Shabbos (unlike a Yom Tov that falls on Shabbos, where the
conclusion includes Yom Tov as well).

And one can say that this contains an allusion in man's divine
service: the precedence of Shabbos over Rosh Chodesh goes
back to the very beginning of creation—for Rosh Chodesh was
added only after the world was created, as implied in the
wording of our Sages (Midrash): “Since the Holy One, blessed
be He, chose His world, He established in it months and years.”
It says “chose” (and not “created”)—implying that this is a
choice after creation.
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And one can say this is also connected with the choosing of
Yaakov and his children (as the Midrash continues: “And when
He chose Yaakov and his children, He established in it a Rosh
Chodesh of redemption”), for it is through them that the fixing of
months and years comes about—“Yisroel sanctifies the times”
(they sanctify the festivals). This is unlike Shabbos, which was
fixed from the very beginning (and even before) the creation—as
is known that there is a Shabbos that precedes the six days of
creation. Shabbos is “sanctified and established” from the start.
And in deeper terms — that Shabbos preceded the world
(Bereishis Rabbah 10:9), it is above time, whereas Rosh
Chodesh is also connected to the world, for from when the Holy
One, blessed be He, chose His world, He established in it new
months and years.

And based on this, we can explain the deeper emphasis of
Shabbos more than that of Rosh Chodesh Elul, through the fact
that Shabbos precedes Rosh Chodesh. And all the more so,
because the matter of Rosh Chodesh is not mentioned (in the
Kedushah or in the blessing of the Haftarah), only the matter of
Shabbos alone—

that the service of man (“I am to my Beloved”) must be in such a
manner that at the beginning of his service he stands in a state
entirely above the world, such that the aspect of the day of
Shabbos (which is unlimited) is more felt in him than the matter
of Rosh Chodesh (which is associated with the limitations of the
world),

and to the extent that in several aspects only the matter of
Shabbos is felt (Shabbos on its own, entirely beyond any
association with Rosh Chodesh), and therefore even the mention
of Rosh Chodesh does not limit the greatness of Shabbos (which
is unlimited),
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rather, on the contrary, through this the advantage of Shabbos
(without limitation) is drawn into the aspect of Rosh Chodesh.
And in our case, Rosh Chodesh Elul—*“I am to my
Beloved”—that man’s service should be in a way that is above
measure and limitation (like Shabbos).

And with stronger emphasis, from the Torah reading of this
Shabbos—*“See, I place before you today a blessing”—since the
level of “Anochi” (“I”’)—Who is Anochi—is given in his
inwardness with permanence and eternity, it is certainly
completely beyond the limitations and boundaries of the world
(above time, and even above the order of times).

And while he is in this elevated state, he performs his divine
service (the service of man) within the limitations and definitions
of the world.

()
And it is also to be added, that the connection and relevance of
Parshas Re’eh with the month of Elul (the service of man in a
manner that transcends measure and limitation) is emphasized
especially in the Shabbos of Rosh Chodesh Elul of the year
5751, Tehei Shnas Niflaos Ar ’enu (“It shall be a year of
wonders—I will show him”).
And with a preface—that the service of man in a manner that
truly transcends all measure and limitation in its truest and most
complete sense, is only truly applicable in the era of the
complete and true Redemption through our righteous Moshiach,
whose soul is the level of Yechidah of the entirety of the Jewish
people, and through him the individual Yechidah (a spark of
Moshiach) of each and every Jew is revealed.
This level—the fifth level—that penetrates every detail of one’s
divine service, as emphasized in the five acronyms of “Elul” (as
mentioned above in section 5).
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And this point is especially emphasized in the Shabbos of Rosh
Chodesh Elul of this year—for: in addition to the general idea of
“awaiting him each day that he should come,” and especially
after “all deadlines have passed,” and all matters of divine
service have already been completed (as has been spoken of
many times), we find ourselves in a special year whose roshei
teivos (acrostic) are “It shall be a year of wonders—I will show
him,” as in “As in the days of your exodus from Egypt, I will
show him wonders.”

And already they have seen in actuality numerous and numerous
wonders—both in regard to the redemption of the individual and
in regard to the redemption of the collective, including and
especially concerning our Jewish brethren in that country, many
of whom went out from constriction to expansion, both literally
and (primarily) in regard to the possibility of living Jewish lives
according to the Torah and its commandments.

And to the point that in recent days—indeed, in a manner that
continues also in these very days—there was held a gathering of
Chabad shluchim (from many countries) in that very
country—where the towns and cities of Lubavitch, Liadi, Liozna,
Rostov, and Petersburg are found, where the leaders of Chabad
lived and worked for generations.

The emissaries of the Chabad leader of our generation—my
esteemed teacher and father-in-law the Rebbe—gathered in the
capital city of that country (Moscow), in order to increase even
further with greater elevation and strength the spreading of Torah
and the wellsprings (of the teachings of Chassidus Chabad)
outward, through which the Master, this is King Moshiach,
comes.

And in this very year—we already stand at Rosh Chodesh Elul,
the month of accounting for the whole year, in which the
ultimate conclusion of the accounting is: “Until when?!”
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Is it possible that at the conclusion of eleven months of the “Year
of Wonders I will show you,” Moshiach our Righteous One still
has not come?—and in the language of this week’s portion, “See,
I place before you today a blessing”—all matters of blessing, and
foremost the essential blessing of the true and complete
redemption—
It is not sufficient that one hears (and understands) that “behold,
he (the King Moshiach) is coming,” but we must see him with
physical eyes—and not merely “I will show you” in future tense,
but “See!” in the present tense, and in the form of a command!
©)
And in more particular detail, the connection to the Redemption
is emphasized in all the particulars of this day’s matters: the day
of Shabbos — which is a microcosm and model (and preparation
for) “the day that is entirely Shabbos and rest for eternal life,”
and especially the third Shabbos (corresponding to the third
Redemption and the third Beis HaMikdash) of the “seven of
consolation.”
The first day of Rosh Chodesh Elul — since Rosh Chodesh in
general is associated with Redemption (“they are destined to be
renewed like her”), and specifically Rosh Chodesh Elul, which
comes immediately and closely after the month of Menachem
Av, the name of Moshiach (who was born in this month), whose
constellation is a lion — so called because “the Lion [i.e.,
Hashem] will come and build Ariel.” And especially when
standing on the thirtieth day of the month of Menachem Av — the
end, conclusion, and totality of the month of Menachem Av —
then even the undesirable events that happened in it are only for
the sake of “the Lion will come and build Ariel,” which also
relates to the month of Elul, since the Alef of Aryeh (lion) is the
Roshei Teivos of “Elul.”
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Parshas Re’eh — for the Redemption is in a mode of vision (as
mentioned earlier in section 9), and is alluded to also in the
conclusion of the parsha in the festival of Sukkos, which
concludes with Shemini Atzeres, as is known that “the eighth” is
associated with the Redemption (the harp of the days of
Moshiach has eight strings).

And emphasis is also found in the Haftorah — for although
when Shabbos Parshas Re’eh falls on Rosh Chodesh Elul we do
not read from the series of “Seven of Consolation” (“Aniyah
So’arah”), but rather the Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh,
nonetheless, the Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh Chodesh is also
connected to the theme of “Consolation.”

For, in addition to the fact that it comes from the Book of
Yeshayahu, which is entirely “Nachamata” (consolation),

it explicitly speaks of consolation: “As one whom his mother
consoles, so will I console you, and in Yerushalayim you will be
consoled,”

and several more verses of redemption, such as: “Rejoice with
Yerushalayim and be glad in her, all who love her,”

“And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations... to
My holy mountain, Yerushalayim,”

and concluding with a doubled verse: “And it shall be from new
moon to new moon and from Shabbos to Shabbos, all flesh shall
come to bow before Me,”

(Even though in our case this verse wasn’t chosen merely to “end
with something good,” since regardless we conclude with the
first and last verse of the Haftorah of “Machar Chodesh™).

And likewise, in the (addition of the opening and closing verse
from the) Haftorah of "Machar Chodesh": "Machar" — alludes to
the time of the future to come, “tomorrow to receive their
reward”;
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"Chodesh" — alludes to their future renewal like it; "V’ nifkadeta"
— from the language of remembrance, that the Holy One, blessed
be He, remembers and recalls each and every Jew who was
exiled (“for you shall be remembered before your Father’s
table”) in the true and complete redemption through David, King
Moshiach,

in a manner (as the following verses continue) of “until David
became great” — a greatness above all bounds, and in an eternal
manner (a redemption after which there is no exile), as the
conclusion and seal of the Haftorah: “forever.”

And also in the verse read (immediately) in the Minchah prayer
(before the Amidah) — “Judges and officers you shall place in all
your gates” — the fulfillment of this mitzvah will take place in the
true and complete redemption through our righteous Moshiach,

as it is written: “And I will restore your judges as at first and
your counselors as at the beginning,” and specifically according
to the halachic ruling of the Rambam — that there is a tradition
that in Tiberias the Sanhedrin will be reestablished first, and
from there it will be transferred to the Beis HaMikdash.

()
And regarding practical application: One must publicize and
awaken in every single place concerning the unique service of
the month of Elul, which is alluded to in the five acronym:s:
Torah, Prayer, Acts of Kindness, Teshuvah, and Redemption (as
mentioned above in section 5).
With special emphasis on the fifth acronym—redemption—as it
permeates all aspects of Divine service, through being imbued
and carried out in the spirit of redemption (especially through the
study of Torah on the topics of redemption and the Beis
HaMikdash), with an absolute certainty and anticipation that
immediately, literally, we will see with our own fleshly

eyes—“Behold, here he comes!” (referring to the King
Moshiach).
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And simply: to proclaim and spread everywhere—with
heartfelt words—that the Holy One, blessed be He, says
(through His prophets) to each and every Jew: “See, I set
before you today a blessing,” until we literally see with our
eyes the glow of the true and complete redemption.

And it is to be added and emphasized that the proclamation and
publicizing of all the above must also come through those who
claim that this matter has not yet been fully absorbed (in
completeness) in their understanding and recognition.

Since they too possess complete faith, they are able—and
therefore required—to publicize these matters to others.

Beginning with the members of their household—who certainly
should not have to suffer just because the matter has not yet
settled in their intellect.

And all those in his surroundings—every single Jew.

And certainly, through proper effort, the words will be accepted
and have their effect—including upon the proclaimer and
publicizer themselves, that it be absorbed within them internally.

(=)
And may it be the will that from the speech regarding all the
aforementioned, we merit immediately — on this sacred Shabbos
day — the true and complete redemption through our righteous
Moshiach, in literal actuality.
And especially when this is bound with saying “L’Chaim” at a
Chassidic farbrengen, “in a multitude of people is the King’s
glory” (Mishlei 14:28),
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in a synagogue, study hall, and house of good deeds, in honor of
the holiness of my teacher and father-in-law, the Rebbe, leader of
our generation: “L’Chaim,” “L’Chaim and to blessing” — to all
those gathered here, and through them to all Jews wherever they
are, that we should all be blessed as one with all the blessings —
especially the blessing of being inscribed and sealed for a good
and sweet year.

Including and especially the primary blessing — the true and
complete redemption through our righteous Moshiach, in a
manner that each individual points with his finger and says
“See_ 2

And in the language of the verse at the conclusion and sealing of
the portion “V’zos Habracha,” which we read on Simchas Torah,
the end of the festival of Sukkos whose testimonies are from the
wilderness at the close of our portion — “before the eyes of all
Israel,” and from this sealing we leap directly to completion —
“In the beginning, G-d created the heavens and the earth”
(Bereishis 1:1), the new heavens and the new earth that I make
(Yeshayahu 66:22), as stated in the Haftorah of Shabbos Rosh
Chodesh.

And so it shall be for us — that following the renewal of creation
on Rosh Hashanah of the year “I will show you wonders,” in
which a new and renewed light is drawn and revealed that has
never before illuminated — we merit on this sacred Shabbos
Rosh Chodesh Elul (the beginning of the accounting of the entire

year)

to the renewal of creation in ultimate perfection the new heavens
and the new earth that I make, together with renewal in Torah in
ultimate perfection — “a new Torah will go forth from Me,” and
the entire congregation responds “Amen,” as our Sages of
blessed memory said: “Greater is the one who answers Amen
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than the one who blesses,” in a manner of “the mighty are
victorious” — Amen, so may it be His will.

[NOTE Summary

The Rebbe begins by addressing the verse “17%1 1372 01’71 03°197 1M1 *218 11X%7” and highlights the unusual
phrasing “n%7” (see) despite Moshe speaking to all of Israel. He interprets this as a directive for each Jew to
personally visualize and internalize the blessing being given—not just conceptually, but with such clarity that
one can point and say “this.” This becomes a guiding theme: seeing and experiencing G-dliness in tangible
form.

He explores how the Divine speech through Moshe on this Shabbos also infuses this present moment with
divine power. Since the weekly Torah portion is eternal, it is not just read—it is being said anew in each
generation. Particularly in a time of heightened urgency like ours, the speech of Moshe resonates with
immediacy: the Geulah (redemption) must happen now.

This message aligns with the culmination of the Torah cycle on Simchas Torah, where Moshe’s final words are
“ORW° 9o 1Yo —before the eyes of all Isracl—and immediately begin anew with “0’p2X X712 n>wX92.” The
Rebbe teaches that this seamless transition signifies that redemption is not the end, but the beginning of a new
Divine reality: “nwTn v 2°w7n 2% (new heavens and new earth), as foretold by Yeshayahu.

The Rebbe explains that our actions, especially through speech—words of Torah, Chassidus, and the joyous
declarations of "L’chaim" in public farbrengens—carry power. They are not metaphors. Through them, we draw
down spiritual energy into the world, especially when uttered communally “7%» n97:7 oy 272.” This is especially
potent when it is done in the name of the Rebbe Rayatz, ‘“917 X°w1,” which connects the generation to the
source of its redemptive strength.

The discourse concludes with a prayer and blessing that these declarations should immediately bring the full
and complete redemption—clearly visible to all, so that every person can literally point and say “7R3"—in
fulfillment of the verse “o8w° 93 °1°¥%.” This is tied to the beginning of the new cycle—“X12 nwx12
2P7x”—and leads to the full revelation of ‘w7 ¥R 2w 2nw,” the essence of the final Geulah.

Practical Takeaway

When you say “L’chaim” at a farbrengen, especially in public and in the name of the Rebbe, you are not simply
participating in a tradition—you are contributing directly to the coming of Moshiach. The words we say, the
Torah we learn, and the Chassidus we spread should all be done with the awareness that they are channels for
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redemption. Your voice has cosmic power. Speak with intent, clarity, and urgency, and it will echo into the very
reality you are helping to reveal.

Chassidic Story

In the late 1970s, during one of the Rebbe’s farbrengens, a group of Chassidim had gathered from France.
Among them was a young Jew who had just returned to observance. As the Rebbe spoke passionately about the
power of a farbrengen to bring Moshiach, he suddenly paused and looked directly in the direction of the French
group. He lifted his cup and declared, “L’chaim—may your words of Torah and Chassidus hasten the Geulah!”
The young man was deeply moved and turned to the older Chassid next to him: “Did the Rebbe just mean that
literally?” The Chassid nodded. “He doesn’t say anything that isn’t literal.” That young man eventually opened
a Chabad house in Nice and dedicated his life to spreading Chassidus—with the clear knowledge that every
word he taught was part of building the world of “wn yox 2wIn o°nw.”

Source: Personal testimony recorded in Toras Menachem, vol. 81; cross-referenced in My Story, JEM Archives.

Chassidic Story

In the summer of 1986 (5746), just days before Elul began, a group of bochurim visited a small Jewish
community in Upstate New York to share words of Torah and Chassidus. Among them was a young man who
carried with him a tape recorder filled with farbrengens of the Rebbe. On Friday afternoon, before Mincha, they
played a recording of the Rebbe’s sicha from Rosh Chodesh Elul 5746. The room of farmers, storekeepers, and
retirees was silent as the Rebbe’s voice rang out:

“This is a year of Torah. A year of prayer. A year of teshuvah. A year of kindness. And above all—a year of
Redemption... in the most literal sense!”

After the sicha ended, an elderly man named Shlomo slowly stood up. His voice cracked with age and emotion.
He said: “I remember this voice from before the war. Not this exact one—but the sound of someone crying for
Moshiach with every word. The Rebbe is not just speaking; he’s giving us a map. Torah, prayer, kindness,
teshuvah—and if we do it together, Geulah.” He paused, then added with a trembling finger pointing at the tape:
“You want to know what ‘Ani L’dodi’ looks like? It’s this. The Jew gives himself fully to Hashem... and
Hashem comes all the way back to take us home.”

That Elul, every man in that room took on a hachlata—Ilearning, davening, giving tzedakah, or doing teshuvah.
Some even began writing weekly letters to the Rebbe. They never forgot that summer—the month when they
heard the King’s voice in the field and responded by using their own.
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Source & Link

The story draws from and reflects the core message of the Rebbe’s sicha:
“Erev Rosh Chodesh Elul, 5746 (1986)”
Full sicha available here:

https://www.chabad.org/therebbe/article cdo/aid/2507459/jewish/Eve-of-the-1st-Day-of-Rosh-Chodesh-Elul-57
46-1986.htm
END NOTE]
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