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Parshas Tzav

[n the verse: “This is the law of the burnt-offering: it is the
burnt-offering on the firewood...” (Vayikra 6:2).
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And one must understand: for “nX7” (this) is a term of limitation,
and “n7in” (law of) is a term of expansion. “717¥ K17 again
returns and limits.
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And I have written about this elsewhere.
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And now it appears to me to explain based on the Midrash
(Vayikra Rabbah 7:6): Rabbi Levi said, “The rule of the Romans:
anyone who is arrogant is judged only with fire.” And this is
puzzling.
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And we will first explain the verse in Parshas Tzav (Vayikra
6:16), which is one of the 613 mitzvos: “And every meal-offering
of a kohen shall be completely burned; it shall not be eaten.” Let
us explain the reason for this mitzvah.
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And we will explain the verse (Vayikra 2:11-12) which is a
mitzvah: “Any leaven and any honey you shall not offer up from
them a fire-offering to Hashem... [but] the offering of the first...”
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To understand this, it seems to me what was written in the Kli
Yakar explaining the verse (Vayikra 1:2): “When a man brings
from among you an offering...”—that it is difficult, as it begins in
the singular but ends in the plural.
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And he explained that one who brings a korban must be careful
not to stumble in the two things that Kayin and Hevel stumbled
in: First, not to bring from inferior offerings—that was Kayin’s
mistake.
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And Hevel, although he brought from the firstborn of his flock,
nevertheless did not initiate it himself, only after seeing Kayin

bring. That’s why it says: “And Hevel also brought” (Bereishis
4:4)—to equate himself with him, etc.
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And with this one can understand: “When a man offers from
among you” — meaning he is moved to offer of his own accord,
not by someone else — this is a korban to Hashem. To exclude

2pI7 MIVNIY — 00 2R °3 AR PP A1
RORISKY L2 13 W — N K7 gy TN

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/

Rabbi Yaakov Yosef of P
Toldot Yaakov Yosef
Parshas Tzav

7''o2

olnoye

one who does not act from himself, but from another — he is not
“from among you.” And this is enough for one who understands.
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And it seems that this is the explanation of the verse (Bereishis
29:30): “And Yaakov also loved Rachel more than Leah.” This is
difficult, etc., and I have written elsewhere an explanation of the
doubts in this.
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And according to the above, it fits well: for “Yaakov” refers to the
masses, “Rachel” is the Shechinah as is known. And so, “Yaakov
also loved Rachel”—he also engaged in Torah and Divine
service, which is the aspect of Rachel.
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But he was not aroused to this on his own — only through Leah.
And once he saw the aspect of “Yisrael” engaged in Torah and
service of Hashem all day, with toil and fatigue — then he too
was aroused to act somewhat like him.
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Therefore: “Hashem opened her womb, and Rachel was barren”
(Bereishis 29:31). And this is sufficient to understand.
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However, at times, “03” (also) is permissible to act upon — as |
have written elsewhere in explanation of the verse (Bereishis
18:25): “Shall the righteous be like the wicked?”
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That if the wicked person does good in order that he should be like
the righteous — this is called “03” — it is permitted to do so.
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But not so the righteous — for him it is forbidden.
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And the reason is explained there — based on what I heard
regarding the reason why the Red Heifer purifies the impure
Bamidbar Rabbah 19:1) — namely as mentioned above.

IR 78 OYY RYRWY T2 °9 by .0y i ayo)
2"12 30 — (X 0 727 WTR3) 7Ry,

And [why it] defiles the pure, etc.—see there.
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And with this, we can understand the verse: “For all leaven and all
honey you shall not offer from it a fire-offering to Hashem...”
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The meaning is: if one wishes to offer to Hashem by way of seeing
others doing so — and thus is aroused to also act like them — this
quality is called “x%” (leaven),
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because it causes others to rise, like leaven which causes dough to
rise, and the dough itself does not rise by itself, only through the

leaven.
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So too this — one who does not rise (i.e., elevate himself) on his
own, but only by way of others.
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Or if it is for other benefit or superficial intent — that is called
w27 (honey).
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And this is what it says: “All leaven and all honey you shall not
offer from it a fire-offering to Hashem.”
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Only a “first-offering” — when one draws close initially to
Hashem, and then, if he is inspired through seeing others, then it is
permitted. And this is sufficient to understand.

2¥1,7720 77 7700 R0 — 'NOwRY 127" )
P27 721 W I — DI Y A AL T

And with this, we understand: “Every meal-offering of a kohen
shall be entirely burned” — meaning it should be entirely for
Hashem alone.
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“It shall not be eaten” — that is, he should have no benefit from it
at all — only that he performs it for the sake of the One who
commanded. And understand this.
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And with this is understood: “This is the law of the
burnt-offering...” — the intent is that not all those who ascend to
the service of Hashem through Torah and mitzvos are equal.
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For there is limitation in it — namely, the two matters mentioned
above: (1) if he brings the inferior, (2) if he was inspired by
another and not from himself.
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And this is what it says: “77v7 X7 — the intent is: “7” (she/it) is
a term of limitation, and [it means] a degraded offering is being
elevated to Hashem, and not from the choicest.
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Or: he brings a burnt-offering to Hashem because he sees someone
else do it, and so he also wants to offer, in order that he can boast
and rise to that level like the other —
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Then: “it is on the firewood” — he 1s judged in Gehinnom.
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And this is what is explained in the Midrash: Rabbi Levi said:
“The custom of the Romans...” — meaning: when one follows
this manner he saw from his fellow, in order to gain praise and
honor — then he is judged in the fire of Gehinnom.
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As it is said: “n7pin ¥ 7997 X7 — and this is sufficient to
understand.
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And further it can be said — that [ have written an explanation on
the dispute between Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish (Sanhedrin
111a): “And it widened its mouth without limit...” (Yeshayah
5:14)

A1 2277 XKPP9R MR "AANJT — T2 W TN
P11 992% 708 7YD — (GROP PIT0I0) WORG )

T A myE) ),

That one said one thing and the other said another — and they do
not disagree.
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For when there is peace — then, through fulfilling even one
statute, he is saved from Gehinnom.
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And this is when there is humility that causes peace.
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And this is what is said (Shemos 12:22): “And you shall take a
bundle of hyssop...” — when one lowers himself like the hyssop,
then it becomes one bundle — unity, peace.
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Not so one who is arrogant — there is no peace between him and
his fellow — and then: “It widened its mouth without statute.”
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And with this is understood: “The rule of the Romans: anyone who
is arrogant is only judged with fire.” And this is sufficient to
understand.
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And another explanation: I have written elsewhere that the Tosafos
cited what the Midrash says (Pirkei d’Rebbe Eliezer ch. 5): three
things are equivalent — wisdom, fear [of Heaven], and humility.
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That is, one without the other is not sufficient — but humility is
oreater than all of them, etc. See there.
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And with this is understood the verse: “This is the law of the
burnt-offering...” — the verse itself hints to the three things
mentioned by Tosafos:
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“nX7” refers to Malchus (kingship), which is yirah (fear) as is
known. “n7in” is chochmah (wisdom). “7%v37” is binah
understanding), as it says in the Zohar (3:27a) that it is called
humility.
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But when it says “79v7 X7 — with a limitation — it refers to a
lacking in the aspect of “77v” — i.e. humility. Then: “it is on the
firewood” — for even wisdom and fear without humility only
bring deficiency, as mentioned above.
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And with this we can explain the saying in the Gemara (Berachos
33b): “For Moshe, it was not a small matter” — and understand
this well.
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