77’02

Rabbi Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger

Sfas Emes

Parshas Pekudei & Hachodesh

These are the accounts of the Mishkan, the Mishkan of testimony.
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In Bamidbar Rabbah and Tanchuma: the Mishkan is beloved like
the creation of the heavens and earth, as it is written about them
“testimony — I testify against you,” etc., “the heavens,” etc., and
about the Mishkan it is written “the testimony,” etc., see there.
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For behold, the Mishkan was a rectification of all creation, as
written in the Zohar,
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and it hinted to all existences how they are allusions to supernal
matters and depend on the word of the Holy One, blessed be He.
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And this is the testimony that the children of Israel clarify in this
world — the world of falsehood — for testimony only exists to
clarify doubt.
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And all of creation is also testimony about Israel, for through the
children of Israel the honor of God is clarified, that everything was
created for His honor.
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And this is what Rashi said: Why did [the Torah] begin with
Bereishis? "He told His people the strength of His deeds," etc.
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Meaning, that the children of Israel themselves are cleaving to the
supernal root — the very place of renewal — as in the statement
“This month shall be for you,” the first commandment, in the root
of unity, above nature.
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[f so, the entire creation was only to clarify the power of the
children of Israel, who have the power to clarify the honor of
Heaven even in this physical world.
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And the children of Israel uphold the world, and through their
subjugating their hearts to the Omnipresent, they were also able to
make the Mishkan in the physical.
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And this was the rectification of the world — that they drew the
indwelling of the Shechinah into action.
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And this is the explanation of “This month shall be for you” — for
renewal is connected to the children of Israel.
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Therefore, being in the world of separation, they clarify this
renewal in all the places of their dwelling.
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Summary:

The Mishkan (Tabernacle) is described as not just a physical structure but a microcosm of
creation, even beloved like the heavens and earth themselves. According to the Midrash, just
as the heavens and earth are testimonies to God’s greatness, so too is the Mishkan. But the
Mishkan does more — it fixes or perfects creation, revealing the inner divine purpose behind
the material world.

The Jewish people (Bnei Yisrael) play a key role in this:

They are rooted in a level above nature and time — that’s why they count months by the moon,
which symbolizes renewal. This power of renewal is innate to them, and through their actions
— especially building the Mishkan and submitting their hearts to God — they bring God's
presence into the world and elevate physical reality.

Even receiving blessings depends on faithfulness and humility: when someone receives with
awareness of the Giver (God) and self-nullification, that brings true divine blessing. That’s why
the Jews, being people of faith ("Ish Emunos"), are channels for abundant blessing.

“2 Explanation & Themes:
1. The Mishkan as a Cosmic Blueprint:

The Mishkan is not just a holy structure; it reflects creation itself.
The word "m7y'" (testimony) appears regarding both the heavens and the Mishkan —
this links them.

o The Mishkan is how humans — particularly the Jews — repair creation and connect
heaven and earth.

2. Bnei Yisrael: The Divine Interface

The Jewish soul is connected to the root of all renewal, above nature, beyond time.
That’s why the Torah begins with Bereishis (Creation): to show that the Jews are the
purpose of creation.

e "This month shall be for you" (25> 1177 wnin7) is the first commandment — it shows
that Jews determine time because they are above it.

3. Faithfulness as a Vessel for Blessing

e The Midrash says: “A man of faith has many blessings” — why?
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Because God wants to give good, but only faithful receivers — those who are humble
and God-focused — can receive without misusing it.

The Jewish people's faith and humility make them able to receive and channel divine
abundance into the world.

4. Shabbos & Time Beyond Time

Shabbos represents return to the source — when all creation goes back to its divine
root.

That’s why it's called a vessel that holds blessing.

Similarly, Rosh Chodesh (new month) — and especially Nissan, the month of
redemption — represents the power to renew time, to draw Godliness into nature.

@ Practical Takeaway (PT):

Every Jew has the power to elevate the world by connecting physical action with
divine purpose — like building a Mishkan in everyday life.

Faith, humility, and awareness of the Source (God) turn regular receiving into
channels for true blessing.

By living with the awareness of constant renewal, especially through Torah and mitzvos,
we reveal God’s presence even in a world that seems separate
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