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Chanukah. Talk of Sunday, the twenty-fourth of Kislev, the year five thousand seven
hundred fifty-two, after the Minchah prayer and the lighting of the first Chanukah lamp,
in a gathering of worldwide publicizing of the miracle, for the children, boys and girls, of

the armies of God.

Introduction

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe (1902—-1994), delivered this maamar during
Chanukah, on Sunday the twenty-fourth of Kislev 5752 (1991), following the Minchah prayer and the lighting
of the first Chanukah lamp, in a historic gathering dedicated to worldwide publicizing of the miracle, directed

especially to the children, boys and girls, of the “Armies of God.” In this talk, the Rebbe weaves together the
cosmic purpose of creation, the spiritual meaning of light, and the unprecedented technological ability to
illuminate the entire world, presenting Chanukah as a living preparation for the true and complete redemption.

(X)
The beginning of the entire Torah, all five books of the
Torah, is with an announcement and directive that becomes
the foundation in the life of every single Jew and of all
Israel: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the
earth” (Genesis 1:1).

The entire world in its totality, the heavens including even the
higher heavens, and the earth including even a remote corner at
the edge of the land, and all their hosts, was created by the Holy
One, blessed be He.

The purpose of their creation is “in the beginning,” meaning for
two things called beginning: for the Torah, which is called
beginning, and for Israel, which are called beginning, as Rashi
explains in the plain meaning of the verse.

That is, so that every single Jew conducts himself according to
the instruction of the Torah regarding all matters of the world.

For example, in a very simple and common daily event in a
person’s life such as drinking water, which is essential for
human existence, before drinking the water a Jew, even a small
child, first gives thanks to the Holy One, blessed be He.
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Not only for the creation of the small amount of water in his
cup, but for the creation of the entire world, by saying the
blessing that everything came into being by His word.

This knowledge, that every thing is created by the Holy One,
blessed be He, causes a person to conduct himself in every
matter according to His will, in the manner of the directives of
His Torah.

Additionally, a primary matter is to reveal in the world the
message of the Torah that God created, through the blessing that
everything came into being by His word, by which His glory is
revealed in the world.

It may be said that this idea is alluded to in the first utterance
“Let there be light,” in which the revelation of Godliness in the
world is implied, so that it is openly recognizable that the world
was created by His word.

Through this, the Holy One, blessed be He, adds vitality and
existence to the world, that it be a world of true light, goodness,
and peace, an illuminated world, in physicality and spirituality
together.

()
This matter, that a Jew, through his conduct according to the
Torah, illuminates the world, is emphasized openly in a practical
action, a mitzvah, of lighting a lamp, through which light is
produced in its plain sense, in physicality, in a place that was not
illuminated beforehand, as in the mitzvah of lighting the Shabbat
lamp, on Friday evening, and the Chanukah lamp, as will be
explained later. From them we also learn regarding all matters of
Torah and its mitzvot, “for a mitzvah is a lamp and Torah is
light.”
The content of lighting the Shabbat lamp, which affects the
entire week, from Friday evening to Friday evening, is because
of peace in the home, for the members of the household would
be distressed to sit in darkness and eat, lest one stumble on wood
or on stone.
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Through this, even the time of night, a time of darkness
according to the order of creation, becomes illuminated with a
mitzvah lamp and Torah light, through this that a Jew lights a
lamp that illuminates at night, so that even at night he will be
able to study Torah and conduct himself according to its
directives.

To see and distinguish between kosher food and food that is not
kosher, to look into the prayer book to say the appropriate
blessing, Grace after Meals, and in a similar way the blessings of
the Chanukah lamp, three blessings on the first night and two
blessings on every following night, and similarly in the other
matters that require conduct according to the instruction of the
Torah, for a mitzvah lamp and Torah light illuminate a person’s
path and conduct.

There is an additional distinction in the Chanukah lamp, even
relative to the Shabbat lamp, in several matters. First, the
mitzvah of the Chanukah lamp was instituted to show and reveal
the miracle that occurred in the days of Chanukah, when the
kings of Greece decreed decrees against Israel and did not allow
them to engage in Torah and mitzvot, until the God of our fathers
had mercy on them and saved them from their hand and rescued
them.

As in the wording of the blessing of the Chanukah lamp, “Who
performed miracles for our fathers in those days at this time,”
and likewise in the prayer that follows, “These lamps we light
for the salvations and for the miracles and for the wonders ... for
Your miracles and for Your wonders and for Your salvations,”
which indicates and emphasizes the victory of the children of
Israel in their conduct of fulfilling Torah and mitzvot even in a
situation and condition where there is prevention and obstruction
from the nations of the world.
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Therefore, the spiritual light of a mitzvah lamp and Torah light is
emphasized in it more, more than in the Shabbat lamp. Second,
the mitzvah of the Chanukah lamp is in a manner that on the first
day one lights one, and from here on adds and goes, until the
eighth day on which one lights eight lamps.

Through this it is emphasized that from day to day every single
Jew adds and goes, “they go from strength to strength,” in a
mitzvah lamp and Torah light, over the course of seven
consecutive days, from the second night, when the addition
begins beyond the one lamp of the first night, until the eighth
night.

These include all the days of the week, the seven days of
creation, which are the totality of time, through which it
becomes so in an automatic manner throughout all the weeks
thereafter, throughout the entire year, that from day to day one
adds and goes in a mitzvah lamp and Torah light.

And furthermore, and this is primary: the Chanukah lamp is a
mitzvah to place it at the entrance of one’s house on the outside,
because of publicizing the miracle, in the public domain, in
which passersby, including non Jews, pass and see the light of
the Chanukah lamp.

Through this it is emphasized that the light of a mitzvah lamp
and Torah light, which a Jew lights, and continues adding from
day to day, illuminates also outside the Jew’s home, in the public
domain.

Through this, additional spiritual light, goodness, righteousness,
and uprightness, is added also among the nations of the world
that are in his surroundings, and through this also in the entire
world as a whole.

*)
In all this, there has been added even more in the later years, that
they established the custom to conduct the lighting of the
Chanukah lamp in a setting of publicizing the miracle on a
worldwide scale, through the use of a satellite.
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And as an introduction, since everything that the Holy One,
blessed be He, created in His world, He created only for His
glory, it is understood that this is likewise so regarding all the
scientific discoveries that have been renewed and revealed in the
later years.

Their purpose and their goal is to add to the glory of the Holy
One, blessed be He, through this that they utilize them for
matters of holiness, Torah, and its mitzvot.

And in this manner, in our case, they utilize the satellite for the
glory of the Holy One, blessed be He.

Through it, they see, with eyes of flesh, the act of lighting the
Chanukah lamp that is done in one place, in different places
across the expanses of the world, at that very same moment.

And not only this, but that anyone who wishes, not only from the
children of Israel but also from the nations of the world, can
activate a device through which he too will see the lighting of
the Chanukah lamp.

(7
In the content of the publicizing of the miracle in this event there
are several details.

With regard to each individual of Israel, that it is within the
power of one single Jew, even a small child, who has not yet
filled his strength as an adult, and certainly not as a great hero, to
perform an action that will illuminate the entire world.

As we saw just now, that one Jew, an adult or a small child,
lights a lamp that beforehand was not lit, and in an instant, as if
in a saying, they see the light of the lamp in the entire world.

With regard to the collective of Israel, their unity, the unity of
Israel throughout the entire world, that even when they are in a
state and condition of being scattered and dispersed among the
nations, in all corners of the globe, behold they are one people,
bound with one God.
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Through one Torah, as we saw just now the fulfillment of the
mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah lamp in different places, at the
ends of the world, in a manner that all of them were united
together.

Through this, that in every place they saw all the lightings of the
lamps that were in the other places.

And furthermore, and this too is primary, that all of this was
done in a manner of publicizing the miracle throughout the entire
world, that even the nations of the world saw.

That through the action of the children of Israel, whether the
individual and all the more so through the unification with the
collective, there was added in the entire world light that reveals
the glory of the Holy One, blessed be He.

Namely, the publicizing of praise and thanksgiving to the Holy
One, blessed be He, for the miracles that He performed for the
children of Israel.

Through this, the entire world becomes illuminated with true
light, a mitzvah lamp and Torah light, so that righteousness,
uprightness, and peace are brought about in the entire world.

G))

This event also provides a clear lesson and instruction in actual
practice, relating to the application in action of the foundational
principle in the life of every single Jew, that “In the beginning
God created the heavens and the earth,” that the creation of the
entire world is for Israel and for the Torah, as mentioned above
in section one.

It becomes possible for a Jew to think that his action, which is
done in his place, in his immediate surroundings, at the entrance
of his house on the outside, being in a certain part of the earth,
does not relate to the other parts of the earth.

And certainly not to the parts of the earth that are found at a
great distance, with hundreds of miles separating between them,
and all the more so not to the heavens, which are at an immense
distance from the earth.

7''o2

DPR ANYTA KW °93 — NON 1A 77y
;230 %P3 DY NinipR3 71210 13 NRTI MR
VI ITONDT 072W 19K

N33 NPT 22 NN N 2ipR 223 1YY
ninfpr WYy

R0 2Y 1982 YY1 A7 239 — Y A103) T
IR 02V nink 03y ,192 0%ivo 9232 Ko

T T ) XTI Y a7y TTTuY
(7727 DY DITONOTT 2770V ) TR2TNORTOY
2 17123 7PRW TR 193 0717 293 AR
RIT™PN2WITRI.

oy Nﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂ;'WﬁTﬁ? X777 MW 01073 100
WY TRy ool

73) "MK N3 W 192 D7 APYI M T
222 0129 9 P ARV (iR im A
o7ivi.

— 2yb3 Apyn3 AXTIMTM? 03 133N 7] VIND
20 710y mMIRY) Ay T Ayea apn? mow:
DOPR K72 MUKW (2R TN T8RP

N7 D717 22 DMWY LYING DRY DRWE NN
2°¥% 12132) 77T 2w YR v
R=°Y).

ipna nipyay Infusy 3wn2 T 913} nwh
Anivae L(Yanan in°2 nno SY) 1290p7 in2°292
YIRT R0 WYY NRW AR PIND 0200 pna.

NIRRY ,27 PR DORERIY YINT 2777 XTI
N7 921 M2 NARTOYY 0T DT T
YINT T2 DIXY P2 DY oY

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Beis
210

And in order to make it easier for a Jew to understand and to
grasp that his action, which is done in one place, is connected
with and affects the entire world, in the heavens and on the earth.
The Holy One, blessed be He, desired and revealed additional
arrangements that He established in the conduct of the world,
through which it is possible to connect the heavens and the earth,
and parts of the earth that have between them great and immense
distance.

Through the satellite, which hovers in space, in the heavens, and
receives commands that are sent to it in order to transmit them
from one end of the earth to the other.

A person is able to remain within his four cubits, at the entrance
of his house on the outside, and to connect with a person who is
found at the edge of the world, to speak with him and to see him.

To inform him about giving help and assistance in what he
needs, or to help him by giving good advice, and the like.

As is seen tangibly now, that from one place, by means of this
medium, from New York, they see and speak via the satellite
with Jews who are located in places across the world.

In the Land of Israel, in Moscow, in Paris, in Japan, in India,
Calcutta, in Australia, and the like, about matters of Judaism,
Torah, and its mitzvot.

And they arouse to add in a mitzvah lamp and Torah light,
beginning with the addition in the mitzvah of “And you shall
love your fellow as yourself,” through giving charity.

Both with regard to physical needs, bread and water, and with
regard to spiritual needs, through dissemination of the Torah.

And in particular in the matters that cause, the needs of
Chanukah and the laws of Chanukah.

Through this, there is added also in physical matters, health and
livelihood and so forth, healthy and illuminated Jewish lives.
And not only this, but that it is possible to give actual help and
assistance in an instant, as if in a saying.
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Not only to inform about giving help and assistance, and
afterward it would be necessary to wait a prolonged time, or at
least a short time, a day or an hour, until receiving the help and
assistance in actual fact.

Rather, as the innovation in the recent years, that by means of the
satellite they transfer a sum of money to the bank.

Or to a store of household utensils or food products, on behalf of
a certain person, such that in an instant the help and assistance
actually arrives from one end of the world to the other.

This is also one of the primary purposes of the satellite, in order
that through it there be added more in the unity of all humanity.

To help and to assist one another even when they are located far
from one another, both with regard to physical help and
assistance and with regard to spiritual help and assistance.

To add more in matters of righteousness, uprightness, peace, and
unity throughout the entire world.

")
What was stated above is especially relevant to our present era,
in which the hope and the declaration “I believe every day that
he will come” is with greater intensity and with greater strength,
until we see tangibly the true and complete redemption through
our righteous Mashiach.
At that time the entire world will be illuminated with the true
light of the revelation of the glory of the Holy One, blessed be
He, in ultimate perfection.

In matters and in days such as these, the more one adds Torah
and its mitzvot, a mitzvah lamp and Torah light, including and
especially through the lighting of the Chanukah lamp.

And particularly in a manner of publicizing the miracle
throughout the entire world, they further hasten and accelerate
and bring about in actual fact the true redemption.

And to add, that the days of Chanukah are especially connected
to the true and complete redemption.
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For the lighting of the Chanukah lamp is in remembrance of the
miracle of the oil that was in the Menorah of the Holy Temple,
when it was rededicated by the Hasmoneans.

And this is the preparation for the building and dedication, and
the lighting of the Menorah, of the Third Holy Temple, in the
true and complete redemption through our righteous Mashiach.

()
The mitzvah that has a unique quality to bring the redemption
closer is the mitzvah of charity.

“Great is charity, for it brings the redemption near.”

From this it is understood that one must add even more in the
mitzvah of charity.

And how good it is that the increase in charity be immediately
and at once, so that the redemption, which comes through the
mitzvah of charity, will also come immediately and at once.

And particularly since no one knows how much is still lacking, it
is possible that the only thing missing to bring the redemption is
merely the giving of a few coins to charity.

And in the language of Rambam, a halachic ruling, every person
must see himself, and likewise the entire world, as half
meritorious and half liable.

He performed one mitzvah, behold he tipped himself and the
entire world to the side of merit, and caused for himself and for
them salvation and deliverance.

That is, the action of one Jew, an adult or a child, who gives one
single coin to charity, causes for him and for the entire world
salvation and deliverance, the true and complete redemption.

(™)
And the mitzvah that comes to our hands literally now is that
immediately after the evening prayer they will give to each and
every one of those present here a mitzvah-mission for charity, a
coin and a bill.
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A coin, in order to fulfill the custom of Israel, which is Torah, to
give Chanukah money; and a bill, in order to give it to charity
for a good cause or a good institution.

And may it be the will that the decision and the announcement,
before the actual giving, concerning the giving of the
mitzvah-mission for charity here.

And likewise in the other places throughout the world that are
hearing these words, will tip the scale and bring the true and
complete redemption immediately and literally at once, before
the evening prayer.

That they will say immediately in the evening prayer, together
with the dedication of the Third Holy Temple, and the offering
of the sacrifices.

Beginning with the matters of the sacrifices that are associated
with the evening prayer, which were instituted corresponding to
the limbs and fats that are offered and continue throughout the
entire night.

And the preparation for the removal of the ashes at dawn, and
likewise the mitzvah that a continual fire shall burn upon the
altar.

And the main point, that all of this is done in actual fact,
immediately and literally at once.

Afterwards he said, since they are preparing for the evening
prayer, including and especially the recitation of the evening
Shema, whose content is the acceptance of the yoke of the
Kingdom of Heaven.

It is fitting to conclude with a melody whose content is the
matter of acceptance of the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, and
he began to sing “Nyet Nyet Nikava.”

After the evening prayer, the Rebbe, may he live long, gave to
each and every one of the boys and girls, and afterwards to all
those present, a ten-cent coin and a one-dollar bill.
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And then we will continue in the gathering of unity of all of us
together with all the Jews throughout the world who are hearing
these words.

Together with the entire people of Israel, our youth and our
elders, our sons and our daughters, in every place where they
are, at the ends of the earth.

In the Third Holy Temple, which the Lord established by His
hands, since in an instant they come with the clouds of heaven to
our Holy Land.

To Jerusalem the holy city, to the holy mountain, and to the
Third Holy Temple.

And we continue with all the matters of Chanukah in the place
where they lit the Chanukah lamps the first time, when they lit
lamps in the courtyards of Your holiness.

[NOTE Summary:
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The Rebbe opens by grounding all of reality in the opening words of the Torah, “In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth,” emphasizing that the entire universe, from the highest heavens to the most distant
corner of the earth, was created by the Holy One blessed be He and exists for a single purpose: that every Jew
live according to the Torah in all aspects of life. Even a simple daily act, such as drinking water, becomes an
expression of this truth when preceded by a blessing that acknowledges that everything comes into being

through God’s word.

This idea of revealing Godliness within the physical world is symbolized by light. The Rebbe explains that
mitzvot are called light because they illuminate darkness, not by removing it, but by transforming it. This is
expressed most tangibly in the mitzvah of lighting lamps, especially the Chanukah lamp, which creates physical
light in a place that was previously dark. Shabbat candles bring peace into the home and allow Torah life to
continue even at night. Chanukah candles go further, shining outward and illuminating the public domain.

Chanukah possesses unique qualities. It commemorates a miracle that occurred specifically when Torah
observance was opposed, highlighting the eternal victory of Torah and mitzvot even under conditions of
spiritual darkness. The structure of the mitzvah, adding an additional light each night, teaches that holiness
must constantly increase, day by day, and that this growth affects not only the individual but the entire span of
time and the entire year. A central theme of the talk is publicizing the miracle on a global scale. The Rebbe
points to the modern use of satellite technology, which allows a single act, such as lighting a Chanukah candle
in one place, to be seen instantly across the world. This demonstrates both the unity of the Jewish people,
scattered across continents yet bound by one Torah and one God, and the power of a single Jew, even a child, to

illuminate the entire world.
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The Rebbe further explains that this technological ability reflects a deeper spiritual truth: every action of a Jew
affects all of creation, in heaven and on earth. God revealed new means within creation so that this
interconnectedness could be grasped even on a physical level. Through these tools, people can assist one
another immediately, whether through spiritual encouragement or tangible help, such as transferring funds for
charity across vast distances in an instant. Chanukah is then presented as directly connected to the true and
complete redemption. The miracle of the oil in the Temple Menorah serves as a preparation for the dedication
and lighting of the Menorah in the Third Temple. Increasing Torah and mitzvot, especially through Chanukah
lights publicized worldwide, hastens the arrival of Mashiach.

The Rebbe emphasizes that charity has a unique power to bring the redemption closer. Even the giving of a
single coin by one Jew can tip the balance of the entire world toward merit and salvation. Accordingly, the
Rebbe instituted the immediate distribution of coins and bills after the talk, enabling everyone present to fulfill
the mitzvah of charity without delay. The maamar concludes with a vision of immediate redemption: the
rebuilding and dedication of the Third Temple, the restoration of the sacrificial service, and the ingathering of
the Jewish people from all corners of the world, arriving instantly with the clouds of heaven, to Jerusalem, the
Holy City, and the Holy Temple.

Practical Takeaway:

Every Jew, regardless of age or circumstance, possesses the power to illuminate the world. By adding light
through Torah, mitzvot, Chanukah candles, and acts of charity, and by using all available means to spread that
light outward, one actively hastens the redemption. No action is small, and no moment should be delayed.

Chassidic Story:

During one Chanukah in the late twentieth century, a young child stood next to his father at a public menorah
lighting broadcast live across continents. Nervous and unsure, the child asked quietly whether his small candle
truly mattered when the world was so large and dark. The father pointed to the screen showing Jews in distant
countries watching the same flame and said, “That one light is already in all those places.”

Years later, one of the viewers from a faraway land recalled that moment as the first time he felt personally
connected to Jewish life. He later returned to observance and became involved in teaching Torah to others. The
child never knew the effect of his candle, but his simple act had crossed oceans, igniting a chain of light that
continued to grow.

TPX: Chanukah Light, Psychological Agency, and Global Impact

Core Teaching
The Rebbe reframes Chanukah as a lesson in psychological agency. Light is not only a metaphor for holiness. It
is a model for how change actually works. One small, intentional action alters an entire environment. In
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therapeutic language, this is the move from perceived helplessness to active agency. A single person, even a
child, can initiate meaningful change that radiates outward far beyond the original context.

Chanukah candles do not argue with darkness. They do not analyze it or negotiate with it. They introduce light,
and darkness retreats automatically. This mirrors a key psychological principle: healthy behavior does not wait
for ideal emotional conditions. Action precedes clarity. When a person acts in alignment with values, the
internal state follows.

Light as Behavioral Intervention

From a psychological standpoint, the Rebbe is describing a behavioral activation model grounded in Torah.
Lighting a candle is a concrete, embodied action. It requires presence, timing, and follow through. Each night
adds another candle, reinforcing consistency and growth. This incremental increase mirrors habit formation and
identity reinforcement. You do not aim for transformation in one leap. You add one unit of light today, then
another tomorrow.

The emphasis on placing the Chanukah light outside reflects a critical therapeutic insight. Growth that remains
private stagnates. When values are expressed outwardly, behavior becomes integrated into identity. The act
shifts from something I do to something I am.

Technology and Interconnection

The Rebbe’s discussion of satellites anticipates modern systems thinking. Human beings are not isolated units.
We are nodes in a network. An action in one location affects distant points instantly. Psychologically, this
counters the distortion of insignificance. Many people underestimate their impact because they evaluate
themselves in isolation. The Rebbe insists on a relational model of meaning. Your behavior matters because the
system responds to it.

This applies equally to emotional support, generosity, and moral leadership. A single supportive action can
stabilize an entire relational field. Charity is highlighted because it converts inner intention into measurable
external impact. It grounds spirituality in action.

Redemption as Psychological State

Redemption is not presented only as a future event. It is a lived process. In therapeutic terms, redemption
begins when a person experiences coherence between belief, action, and purpose. The Rebbe teaches that
increasing light accelerates redemption because clarity and alignment reduce fragmentation. When individuals
act from values, systems reorganize around health.

Charity is emphasized because it bypasses overthinking. It is immediate. It creates movement. In therapy
language, it disrupts rumination and restores momentum. Even a single coin changes the balance because it
represents choice over paralysis.
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Practical Integration

When feeling overwhelmed, do not wait for certainty. Light one candle. Choose one value aligned action and
execute it today. Make it visible. Share it. Let it ripple. Tomorrow, add another. Do not measure impact
emotionally. Trust the system effect.

Modern Stor

A software engineer working remotely during a period of burnout felt disconnected and ineffective. Global
problems felt abstract and unmanageable. One evening during Chanukah, he decided to donate a small amount
online to a relief fund and then sent a brief message to a colleague asking how they were coping.

Within minutes, the colleague responded, relieved and grateful, sharing that the message arrived during a
particularly difficult moment. That conversation reopened collaboration. Weeks later, the engineer learned that
the donation helped fund emergency supplies delivered within hours.

Nothing dramatic changed that night. No fireworks. But the sense of paralysis lifted. One action restored
agency. Another followed. The burnout eased not because the world improved, but because light was
introduced into motion.

That is Chanukah psychology. One candle. Then another. And the darkness does not get a vote.
END NOTE]
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