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The Shabbos before Pesach is called “Shabbos HaGadol”
because of the miracle that happened on it.
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The matter is as our Sages of blessed memory said: at the sea
there was an accusation — “These and these are idol worshipers.”
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And is it possible that the Israelites were idol worshipers, Heaven
forbid, at that time?
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Rather, the Israelites were immersed in the 50 gates of impurity,
among the klipos (husks of impurity), and were in a state of
small-mindedness.
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And they were not able to come to the Blessed Name.
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And the Blessed Name brought them out from there, and they
came to a state of greatness.
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And this is (Yechezkel 16:7) “And you grew and became great,”
meaning that you came to greatness of intellect.
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And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed, and in Nissan they
are destined to be redeemed.”
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For there are two types of exile: one is the general exile — the
exile of the entire people of Israel among the nations.

773 V193 XT) %999 M3 T IR P U
NI T2 2

And there is also a personal exile — that is, for each and every
Jew, that the soul is in exile under the dominion of the evil
inclination.
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And behold, this is a great principle: that in every time of the
year, whenever that time comes around again, the same thing
happens as happened the first time.
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And therefore we bless: “Who has brought us to this time.”
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And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and came from
smallness to greatness, and in Nissan they are destined to be
redeemed” — meaning that in every year, when that time comes,
one can come out from smallness to greatness just like the first
time.
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Pesach is the “right arm” — meaning that on Pesach kindnesses
were revealed in the world.
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And Pesach is the life-force of the entire year — that is, through
those kindnesses that are drawn down on Pesach via the Seder and
other matters done on Pesach.
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Therefore, the Sages taught in their Mishnah about Pesach
regarding grain — that is, sustenance.
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And the whole world is sustained by His great kindness.
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And this is [the meaning of] “On Pesach, Yitzchak was born” —
behold, the truth is that on Pesach kindnesses are drawn for the
whole year.
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But behold, our eyes see that there are actions that, outwardly, do
not appear to come from kindness.
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Nevertheless, the kindness is hidden within them.
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As our Sages of blessed memory said: when a person is sick, his
food sustains him.

pRahigalval\dialainivivit wRRiabs 7R iab)

And behold, food is of the attribute of kindness — as it says:
“Who nourishes the world... with grace and with kindness.”
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Thus, the kindness is hidden within it.
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And this too is what our Sages of blessed memory said — that the
Shechinah supports the sick person.
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That is, the aspect of [Hashem's Presence] which dwells
throughout the world — for “the whole earth is full of His glory.”
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And this is the attribute of kindness, as it is written (Tehillim
33:5): “The kindness of Hashem fills the earth.”

71790 (7,370 2°9730) 2IN2YW 1 TRNT NTR M
YIRT IRD

And this is “On Pesach Yitzchak was born” — meaning, the
judgments that are born throughout the year are with Pesach, that
1s, with the kindness that is hidden within them.
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As mentioned above — even in the sick person, the kindness is
hidden, and through that kindness, he is healed.
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And this is “In Nissan they were redeemed and in Nissan they are
destined to be redeemed.”
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That is, at the sea there was an accusation — “These and these
were idol worshipers.”
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If so, it is truly difficult — how were they redeemed?
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But in Mitzrayim, the Israelites did the entire Seder that night
exactly as it should be, like we do,
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and they were recounting the Exodus from Egypt, and they
believed that certainly they would be redeemed.
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And through those kindnesses they drew down, they were
redeemed.
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And in Nissan they are destined to be redeemed.
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For there is a general exile, and there is a personal exile — that is,
the suffering each Jew experiences.
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And through those kindnesses that are drawn down in Nissan, they
are destined to be redeemed.
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Chametz on Pesach — even in the smallest amount — [is
forbidden], for holiness is called “matzah,” and the klipah
(impurity) is called “chametz.”
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And the only difference between them is the tiny something
between the ches and the hei.
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And behold, ches and hei are interchangeable among the guttural
letters (YmIX).
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And the idea is that it’s not common for the evil inclination to
persuade a person to a known sin — because who would listen to
it?
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Rather, it shows him that it is a mitzvah, and swaps for him the
ches with a hei.
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And this is what our Sages of blessed memory said: “One who
comes to purify — they help him; one who comes to defile — they
open for him.”
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And at first glance, it is not understood — “One who comes to
defile — they open for him” — this implies that something is done
to enable him to become defiled.
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If so, then it seems they are helping him!
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But the explanation is the opposite: the one who comes to defile
— meaning, the evil inclination shows him that it is a mitzvah and
switches ches with hei — “they open for him,” and show him that
the hei must be open at the top.
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And Hashem spoke to Moshe, saying: “Command Aharon,” etc.
— there is no [use of the word] “command” (%) except as an
expression of urging, immediately and for generations.
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Rabbi Shimon said: especially, etc., in a place where there is
financial loss.
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And it is difficult — behold, all the mitzvos were stated to be
observed for all generations.
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And what is the financial loss regarding the korban olah?
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Behold, there are many mitzvos that require even greater financial
sacrifice, and it does not say about them “command,” a language
of urgency.
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And one may say that the Torah which Hashem gave us — its
main purpose is that through it we subdue the evil inclination.
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Therefore, it is often mentioned in the Zohar “to toil in Torah” —
which is the Aramaic translation of “And a man wrestled with
him” (Bereishis 32:25),
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meaning that through Torah, a person is able to wrestle with the
evil inclination and subdue it.
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For the light within it brings him back to good.
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For through Torah, a person is able to cleave to Hashem, blessed
be He — Who is hidden within the Torah, and that is the light
within it.
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For Hashem, blessed be He, is hidden within the Torah, and
through Torah we can cleave to Him and subdue the evil
inclination.
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And this is [the meaning of] “I have seen those who ascend, and
they are few” — for through Torah a person can rise higher and
also repair what he has damaged.
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And this is “The Torah of the Olah” — through it one can rise
upward the entire night until the morning,
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that is, even his darkness he can elevate and turn it into a morning
of light.
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abbi Meir, it was written with an ayin, like in our Torah.
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But “in the Torah of Rabbi Meir” — meaning, in the Torah he
taught to his generation and with which he illuminated their eyes
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it means he taught them how to access the hidden light within the
Torah.
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For since it became clothed in garments, not everyone can access
the hidden light.
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And Rabbi Meir would teach his generation and illuminate their
eyes — how to reach the hidden light.
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And let us return to our topic — that through Torah, a person is
elevated. This is [the meaning of] “This is the Torah of the Olah.”
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And how is a person elevated through Torah? It is only by coming
to the Hidden Light.
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That is, to gaze through the Hidden Light at what will be from one
end of the world to the other.
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And this is [the meaning of] “Command (1¥)” — there is no
‘command’ but an expression of urgency, “immediate and for
generations.”
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That s, it should be equal to him — what is now in the present,
that is, “immediate,” and what will be for generations — that too
should be equal to what is “immediate,” meaning what is now.
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And therefore, Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai said in the Zohar —
what Rabbah bar bar Chanah said [in the Gemara] even though he
lived many hundreds of years after Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai.
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And so too Moshe Rabbeinu, peace be upon him, saw Rabbi
Akiva — who lived thousands of years after Moshe Rabbeinu,
peace be upon him.
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This is because through their Torah, they came to the Hidden
Light, and there, there is no difference between “now” and “for
generations.”

O 1237 IR 98 X2 2R o7 DYW npgn Ry
MY oYY oipn XA NINIT? P TR P2 P90 PR
NI TNYY T

2

Rabbi Shimon said: “Especially where there is financial loss...’
— meaning, if one studies Torah and reaches the Hidden Light,
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there the light is not clothed in any covering or garment. That is, it
is like the Torah before the sin of Adam HaRishon — before he
made garments of light.
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Then, the light of Torah was not hidden — it was revealed. And
this is [the meaning of] “financial loss.”
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And this is what the Sages said: “Would that they abandoned Me
but kept My Torah.”
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Meaning: when a person learns Torah, he sees only letters before
him.
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And afterwards, he contemplates, and gates of wisdom open for
him to understand the Torah with intellect and comprehension.
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From where does he receive this wisdom and understanding? After
all, he saw only letters!
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And one may say, as it is written in the Zohar: “And a river flows
from Eden to water the garden...”
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For there is a Supernal Eden, and the “river” is a term of extension
— meaning, an extension flows from the Supernal Eden to water
the Garden (i.e., the orders of Torah).

MVWENT °2 MVERNT 17 a3 1959 11V W 03
RDIIRT Y70 1730 DY NipWT? 109y 179 ¥

“And from there it separates” — meaning it reaches us in the
“world of separation,” the world of action —
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“And becomes four heads” — that is, it becomes within us four
mochin (faculties): intellect, understanding, and da’as
(knowledge), which divides into two.
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One is called Pishon — “the mouth that repeats halachos.”
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The second is Gichon — “that they clash with each other.”
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The third is Chidekel — “sharp and swift.”
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And the fourth is Peras — “whose waters are fruitful and
multiply.”
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That is, a person is not wise or learned on his own — but Hashem
is the one who teaches to benefit, as it is written (Mishlei 2:6):

NIT DWI DX °3 MYYR 17792) DT DIRT PRY T
29Iy M

“For Hashem gives wisdom; from His mouth [comes] knowledge
and understanding,” etc.
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“And a river goes forth...” — meaning: one who repeats (learns),
as it were, Hashem teaches the person to review halachos.
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And so too all the four mochin (faculties) mentioned above.
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And behold, a person who learns not in the above-mentioned way
— to come to the Hidden Light —
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his learning is of no benefit to him, except that he becomes a
scholar and expert in halachah.
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That is, [he engages only with] the letters of the Torah — but this
is not the intention of the Blessed Name, for this is not the
essence.
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Rather, the main thing is that through the Torah one should rise
above the letters —
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that is, to the place where there is no “clothing” of the Light — to
the place where the Torah was light before the sin of Adam
HaRishon,
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before “garments of skin” were made — when the light of Torah
had not yet been covered.
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And this is [the meaning of what] our Sages said: “Would that they
abandoned Me but kept My Torah” —
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meaning, the learning that is only letters — “they abandoned Me”;
but “My Torah they kept” — that is, the Torah that is beyond the
letters — that is the Hidden Light mentioned above.
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