|

Reb Pinchas of Koretz

Imrie Pinchas
Shabbos HaGadol & Erev Pesach

"%S>ﬁ%:’
: OfJedicated Cfo-
TUTT & Tl Bl
RPA=IN N (PAAVEY/
> May Hashem bless you over the top

s

i




7'"0a
Reb Pinchas of Koretz
Imrie Pinchas
Shabbos HaGadol & Erev Pesach

Introduction
Shabbos HaGadol marks more than a historical event—it awakens a spiritual force that recurs each year. When
Bnei Yisrael took the Paschal lamb and the Egyptians stood silent, it was the beginning of the nullification of
idolatry. According to the teachings of the Rav, of blessed memory, that spiritual dismantling reactivates
annually. Shabbos HaGadol atones for even the hidden thoughts of idolatry, and through its connection to both
Shabbos and the korban Pesach each equal to the whole Torah it becomes a powerful time of purification.

Every Shabbos brings elevation, but Shabbos HaGadol brings an even greater unification above, allowing
miracles to manifest. This day touches the light of Moshiach, rooted in simplicity and self-nullification. From
the lamb tied in Egypt to the practice of repeating the same teaching each year, it is clear that idolatry is not just
statues, it is anything that replaces God in our hearts.

These days before Pesach are filled with inner work: fasting, burning chametz with the intention to burn away
false gods, and shedding one form to receive another. Even customs like reading the Haftarah “Ve’arvah,” or
saying “Avadim Hayinu” after Minchah, carry spiritual weight. The tzaddikim taught that Pesach demands
smallness before greatness, humility before redemption. The goal is not just external preparation, but internal
transformation—so that when the Festival of Matzos arrives, we are vessels for new light, free of inner idols,
and ready for true geulah.

Siman #160
In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, 12727 913727 277 w3,
on Shabbos HaGadol they took a lamb, 7l mpY P73 nava
and the Egyptians were forced to remain silent, PIRYY NI DN,
and there was in Egypt a nullification of idolatry, as is known Y7932 777 A7I2Y 2w oena m
(see Tosafos Levush Shabbos, siman 430). (®>"n 1m°0 M Hiv PY).
And every single year, it touches on the first point TR TIP3 PV K2 7Y MY 92
and the nullification of idolatry is aroused, 771 AT7iay D13 Nivnm,
therefore Shabbos HaGadol atones for thoughts of idolatry. 777 7792y 27370 PV 1921 Ri730 naw 725,

And the Rav used to say this matter every year on Shabbos . : : :
21730 N3 MY 232 77 137 MR 277 M.

HaGadol.

And he, of blessed memory, would not remember in that year §T W2 129 M X2 12737 1901 XM
what he had said the previous year, T2YY AW RY AR
and they would remind him: last year you also said this matter. 71727 ORAK 12 03 TRRYR (INIR P31 PO
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And he, of blessed memory, said: it seems to him that therefore 1227 12 ARTAY 112727 121791 X1 MR
we say the Haggadah until “to atone for all our sins,” NIy 92 HY 192L" 7Y 3730 MR,
for idolatry is equal to the entire Torah 77IRg 922 APW A1 ATiay 0
(see Shadal on Shemos 23:13), (3,23 niny 2"wh)
and also Shabbos is equal to the entire Torah n7iRT 923 APY nav on
(Shemos Rabbah 25:18), (A Aming),
therefore, with the combination of both, etc. 101 7P 7382 L9

[NOTE: Explanation

1. Shabbos HaGadol and the Lamb

“On Shabbos HaGadol they took a lamb...” This refers to the miracle in Egypt, where the Jewish people took
the Paschal lamb—an Egyptian deity—and tied it up, openly preparing it for slaughter on Pesach. “...and the
Egyptians were forced to remain silent.” The Egyptians couldn’t stop them. Their idolatry was powerless in the
face of the Jews' courage and Divine protection. This was a nullification of idolatry—the beginning of spiritual
freedom.

2. Spiritual Recurrence

“Every single year, it touches on the first point...” Each Shabbos HaGadol reawakens that same spiritual
energy. Time in Judaism is cyclical, not linear—so the same Divine light that was present back then returns
every year. Thus: “Shabbos HaGadol atones for thoughts of idolatry.” Not just actual idol worship, but any
misplaced allegiance—money, ego, power, fear, etc.

3. The Rav Who Repeated It Each Year

This part is touching: The Rav would say this teaching every single year, but somehow not remember that he
had said it before. His followers had to remind him: "You said this last year too!" And he replied: “It seems to
me that therefore we say the Haggadah until ‘to atone for all our sins’...” He connected this forgetfulness to a
deeper truth: this message must be repeated every year because it addresses a core sin idolatry in all its forms.

4. Why This is So Powerful

e Idolatry is as severe as the entire Torah. (Shadal)
e Shabbos is equal to the entire Torah. (Shemos Rabbah)

So when Shabbos HaGadol (a powerful Shabbos) and the nullification of idolatry combine it's a cosmic reset.
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Takeaway:

Shabbos HaGadol isn’t just historical—it’s spiritual surgery.
It burns away the hidden “idols” in our minds and hearts—fears, ego, dependencies.
Even if you’ve heard the teaching before, you need to hear it again—because idolatry takes new forms
every year.

e When Shabbos (the symbol of surrender) meets the nullification of idolatry, we reach a place equal to
the whole Torah.

Chassidic Story: The Idol in the Pocket

There was once a wealthy merchant who traveled from town to town doing business. He was a follower of the
Chiddushei HaRim, the first Rebbe of Ger. One Shabbos HaGadol, the Rebbe gave a fiery drashah about
modern forms of idolatry—not bowing to statues, but being enslaved to money, honor, and control. After
Shabbos, the merchant came to the Rebbe trembling. He said: “Rebbe, I think I found the idol in my pocket.”
The Rebbe smiled gently. “And now that you've seen it, you can begin to tear it down.” The next year, the
Rebbe gave the same drashah—nearly word for word. The merchant again felt shaken and said, “But Rebbe,
you said this last year.” And the Rebbe answered: “Yes. Because every year, the idol tries to sneak back into
your pocket. And every year, you need to cast it out again.” END NOTE]

Siman #161
A miracle cannot occur unless a unification is made Above. T7ynY T Ay 12 oK KON ,01 NI WON K.
Why is it called Shabbos HaGadol? Because of the miracle that _ : : :
WYY 030 QW ¥ 791730 NW Xp3 Y,

occurred.
For then the elevation of the Shechinah was so great 192 2173 AW N%Y 00T IR 03
that a great unification was made Above. ToYnY 9373 1IN vy Ty,
And this is the aspect of “point,” that before the creation of the . s

1d 07197 DX OTPY ,ATIP) NN RXIM
wor

everything was equal—sea and dry land, and the like—and : : .
: 13 ,MRII AWAN o) MY 723 1,
understand this. L oriig12] . )

And through this, one great miracle was made. 2973 708 01 71 07 Py alua.
And on every Shabbos there is an elevation of the Shechinah, T MhY W naw 903,
but not in the great aspect mentioned above. 2799 N72137 721730 71022 IPRY P
And this is the secret of taking the lamb T mpYY Ti0 AN
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and dragging it on the ground, and the Egyptians had nothing to . . .
SEine s =P s 37 O O X7 SR P 28 InTN T

say,

because idolatry was nullified. 777 792u0 Awan: U3,
And this is from the chamber of Moshiach, W) 920 R,
for so they said in the Gemara (see Sanhedrin 97a): X ,T7¥ 177010 1Y) X71032 170K 12Y)
Moshiach comes when one is not paying attention. ny73 N9T2 K2 W,
For “da’as” (conscious awareness) is a created entity, X721 R37T NYIT 03,
and the light of Moshiach existed before the creation of the . . s e
world. 0%V N2 0P M0 Wn YW IR,

[NOTE: Explanation
1. Why is it called Shabbos HaGadol (The Great Shabbos)?

Because a miracle occurred. But not just any miracle—this one was rooted in a "great unification Above", a
powerful spiritual alignment in the supernal realms that allowed the miracle to manifest.

A miracle cannot occur unless there is a unification made Above. This is a Kabbalistic concept: unity in the
upper spiritual worlds causes blessing and miracles to flow into our world.

2. What happened spiritually? The Shechinah (Divine Presence) was elevated to an extraordinary degree.
This elevation allowed a unification of opposites, returning to the pre-creation state where: "everything was
equal—sea and dry land, and the like." That is, the distinctions of this physical world—between concealment
and revelation, impurity and holiness—were temporarily erased.

3. Every Shabbos brings elevation but not like this one. Shabbos always elevates the world, but on Shabbos
HaGadol, it was on a pre-creation, Moshiach-level scale. This was a preview of redemption.

4. What’s with the lamb? “And this is the secret of taking the lamb and dragging it on the ground...” This
refers to the Jews publicly taking the Egyptian deity (the lamb) for slaughter before Pesach. The Egyptians
were stunned and silent. Why? Because idolatry was nullified. Spiritually, the power of impurity collapsed
in the face of divine clarity.

5. Connection to Moshiach “And this is from the chamber of Moshiach...” That great Shabbos tapped into the
same spiritual light that will be revealed in the time of Moshiach—a light that:

e Preceded creation
e Transcends da’as (human understanding)
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e Arrives unexpectedly, as the Gemara says:
“Moshiach comes when we’re not paying attention.” (Sanhedrin 97a)

So, Shabbos HaGadol is a taste of Geulah (redemption).

Takeaway Shabbos HaGadol reminds us:

Miracles flow from unity Above.

Elevation of the Shechinah prepares the world for redemption.

Even our smallest efforts—when real—can unlock cosmic transformation.

Moshiach comes not through cleverness, but when we surrender our da’as and yearn with simplicity.

Story: The Boy Who Prayed with Animal Sounds

It was Yom Kippur, the holiest day of the year. The synagogue was packed, and the air was thick with awe. The
Baal Shem Tov was leading the prayers, and all eyes were on him. In the back of the room stood a simple
shepherd boy, perhaps brought along by his father or wandering in on his own. He didn’t know how to read
Hebrew. He didn’t even know the Alef-Bet. But he had a good heart—and he wanted to pray. All he knew was
how to make animal sounds, because that’s how he spent his days—with the sheep and goats in the field. And
so, feeling deeply moved by the holiness of the day, he began to whisper:

“Baa... Neigh... Cluck...”

Softly at first, then louder. The congregation was horrified. People tried to shush him. Some looked at the Baal
Shem Tov, expecting him to throw the boy out. But instead, the Baal Shem Tov smiled. He stopped the prayers,
turned to the congregation and said: “Until now, the gates of Heaven were closed. Our prayers could not
ascend. But the pure sounds of this boy—straight from his heart—have opened all the gates, and now
everyone’s prayers can rise!” END NOTE]

Siman #162
In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, 79727 111907 277 oW,
Shabbos HaGadol is a rectification for thoughts of idolatry. 777 792y I PReR RIT 21730 nav.

As it is written (Shemos 12:21), “Draw out and take for _ . . "

s 31 R PdYR" (X7 ,27 ninY) 22027,
yourselves... S ' '
and Rashi explains (ad loc. v.6): “Withdraw your hands from
idolatry.”

And he, of blessed memory, said that therefore 12 P¥Y ,179727 123937 XIT 0N

a7 A72yn 07 VYR" (1 ,00) "W U
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it is now easier to strengthen oneself in prayer.

Siman #163
In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory:
to read the Haftarah “Ve’arvah” on every Shabbos HaGadol,
even when it does not fall on Erev Pesach.

Siman #164
he Rav was accustomed to say “Avadim Hayinu”
on Shabbos HaGadol specifically after Minchah,

while still wearing the tallis,
and not before Minchah.

Siman #165
This was the practice of the Tzadik, of blessed memory,
even when Pesach fell on Shabbos,
that on the preceding Motza’ei Shabbos one does not say
“Vihi Noam” and “V’Atah Kadosh.”

And his son, our teacher the Rav David Yisrael, told me
that this is from Rabbi Yaakov Emden, of blessed memory

(according to his yahrzeit, like the customs of the great Sens).

For Erev Pesach is considered like a Yom Tov.
And it seems this applies specifically to Pesach,
and not to the other Yomim Tovim.

gi=]>R=ta}]
Siman #166

In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, the burdens and
efforts that one toils before Pesach through this, a person forgets
his own matters, he entirely forgets about himself.

And this is the aspect of “shedding a form,” and through this he
“puts on a form” and is able to receive vitality and new light for
Pesach.

[NOTE Summary

717907 XY NY PIONT? VWY 2R3 NI

12737 131771 277 oY
21737 Naw 922 "N waa?
MoD 27y3 20 I1RY 17°08.

17 ov72y" i a3 21"
T3 OR RPYT 21730 Nav3,
b vy 173,

AnI OTp X2

727 1T P73 R N

N3 o¥°3 nos 0¥ AX,

VIDPY NIV XL MR PRY
"¥iTR ARR] — ayil .

281 M7 277 31712 12277 W
12727 1991 17RY 2pY? 2270 NIAY
(21737 030 "37303 171702),

23w 0¥ Ay neo 27 ai 3.

M9 X217 yRwnI,
2iv o Y2 X9

a7p Prnivy ninawd ,n2727 119991 2717 a2
Y ,10RY ROV DTN AW 11 °T) 7Y MR
T'T TR ING VOVIIND.

71X W':;l?? a1 53_7] i1 11X {eli7at) nIna NIm
MoRY? W TIRY NI 22R7 21371

Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz taught that the intense physical and emotional effort required before Pesach—the
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cleaning, the preparations, the countless tasks—has a hidden spiritual purpose. Through this labor, a person
forgets about himself and his personal concerns. He becomes emptied of ego and self-absorption. This state of
self-forgetting is called "shedding a form" (poshet tzurah). And once the old self is shed, a new inner form can
be received—a vessel ready for the vitality and light of Pesach. The preparations are not just for the home but
for the soul. They ready the person for transformation.

Practical Takeaway

The exhaustion and pressure before Pesach are not obstacles—they are part of the Avodah. When you feel
stretched, overwhelmed, or emptied, know that something holy is happening beneath the surface. By losing
yourself in the mitzvos, you shed your ego and make room for a new spiritual identity. Enter Pesach not just
with a clean house, but with a renewed self.

Chassidic Story

Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz once saw a poor Jew scrubbing his wooden floor before Pesach with tears in his eyes.
The man was exhausted, clearly worn down by the burden. Rebbe Pinchas said to him gently, “Do you think
Hashem needs your floorboards clean? He wants your heart. But sometimes, when we scrape away the chametz
outside, we also scrape away the chametz within.”

Then he added, “Don’t be afraid of forgetting yourself in the work. That’s how Hashem reminds you who you
really are.” END NOTE]

Siman #167

The primary removal of chametz is the removal of idolatry ,2278p A7) 771 7712y TIYA RIT YRn Y2 Ry
(ZMG 182:30). 2).
Therefore it is said about Yoshiyahu (Melachim II 23:23) that he NX WAy (372,370 12 2°37n) 1TWRA NI 127
eradicated all the idolatry, 771 a792vn 92
and it is said there: “There had never been a Pesach like this . . . :

" 3 713 193 Ayl XY °3 [ov R
one,” etc.
And therefore the verse “Molten gods you shall not make for , 179 ninw) "99 apyn 89 10en aoR" 7201 197
yourself” (Shemos 34:17) ™)

is juxtaposed to the verse “You shall observe the Festival of

.S 7 oY) "awn NiXng a0 X" P71089).
Matzos” (ibid. v.18). ) "nwn nigng a1 ny" p1o2?)

And if all of Israel would burn the chametz with this §T 71232 yrana DY PO ORI 92 17 IR
intention—to destroy idolatry— 771 7792y WA,
the exile would already have been much easier. NI23 7 N3 W) VY VIR,
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INOTE Summary

Rebbe Pinchas of Koretz taught that the essence of removing chametz before Pesach is not merely physical—it
is spiritual. The chametz represents idolatry, and the act of destroying it symbolizes a rejection of all foreign
influences, inner corruption, and self-worship. This is why the Torah juxtaposes “Molten gods you shall not
make for yourself” with “You shall observe the Festival of Matzos.” The burning of chametz is a ritual of inner
purification. This connection is also seen in the days of King Yoshiyahu, who eradicated all idolatry in
Israel—and only then did the Torah declare, “There had never been a Pesach like this one.”

Practical Takeaway

When you burn the chametz, do so with kavannah—not just to clean your home, but to cleanse your heart. Let
it be an act of rejecting the ego, pride, and false beliefs that take the place of God. If all of Israel would
approach biur chametz with this clarity, Rebbe Pinchas says, the burden of exile would already have been
lightened. Redemption begins with what we are willing to let go of.

Chassidic Story

Once, before Pesach, a man came to Rebbe Pinchas and asked, “Why must I search so carefully for crumbs of
chametz that I cannot even see?”” Rebbe Pinchas replied, “Because your soul has crumbs too. Bits of arrogance,
fear, stubbornness—so small you don’t notice them. But they still block the light.” Then he added, “The fire
you use to burn your chametz—use it also to burn away what keeps you from Hashem.”END NOTE]

Siman #168
In the name of the Rav, of blessed memory, 12727 913727 277 w3,
each person should fast on Erev Pesach, 7% 22 109 27y32 naynay,
because there must be smallness (humility) before greatness. 79727 07ip MavR NIvEY RY °95.
Siman #169

My grandfather [Morenu Harav Raphael, of blessed memory]

9537 27 [1272% 939721 PR 1"ain] Capt
was accustomed to fast on Erev Pesach even though he was not a i [ AR

2932 M7 KPY 5 HY AR 1o 27y NiynNah.

firstborn.

And this was from his teacher [the Rav, of blessed memory], PRV 039m ,[12727 913721 277] ien XM
because there must be smallness before greatness. X 79727 a7 Navp.
Only in the two or three years before his passing, when he was v 0oy WiDY R oY a°wen aTe 1
ill, he did not fast then. TR mIYn Ko a7
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