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Only the study of Torah completes the form of every created being

It has already been explained to you in the chapter, based on
trustworthy witnesses, that the knowledge of Torah is more
effective in acquiring eternal success than that which a person
can acquire through knowledge of wisdom.

Though we agree with them that they stood on a point of truth,
yet the truth is not as they think—because they are far from the
center, like the distance between the surrounding line and the
point at its center.

But even if we agree to all this, still this matter is not fit to
acquire eternal success—only through the knowledge of Torah,
as has already been explained.

And in this chapter, we will add for you sound reasoning and
knowledge, and to inform you further of the error of these
people.

Know that they perceive that man is worthy of attaining eternal
success through the knowledge of existing beings—like the
angels, the spheres, and the other things that exist in the world.

And this matter flows from a superficial understanding they
hold—that man is the lowest of creations, inferior in being to
the spheres, and certainly to the angels.

As they elaborate in praise of the angels and the spheres, and in
their denigration of man’s creation.

And they supported this with simple readings of verses, such as
(Tehillim 8:5), “What is man that You are mindful of him, and
the son of man that You take note of him,” and other similar
straightforward proofs.

Their first assumption is that man is a physical being, subject to
coming into being and to decay—and therefore they consider
that this lowly being, man, is only fit to attain greatness and
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success by knowing the most exalted beings: the angels and the
spheres.

And when he knows these, he then attains exaltedness.

And it has already been explained in the book Gevuros Hashem
that the spirit of the Sages does not rest with this [idea], and it is
completely contrary to faith.

And you will not find this notion in the words of the
Sages—only the opposite, as was explained in Gevuros Hashem.

And this has been revealed in many, many places, and they
derived it (Bereishis Rabbah 78:1) from the verse (Tehillim
91:11): “For His angels He will command concerning you, to
guard you in all your ways.” “Who is greater—the one who
guards, or the one who is guarded?”

And this is, in truth, the opinion of the Sages.

And they called the angels and the spheres “serving servants” of
the created beings, as it is written (Bereishis 1:17): “And God
placed them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon
the earth”—behold, the beginning of their creation was to serve
the world, and they were not created for their own sake at all.
And man is the essence of creation; everything was created for
his sake, and he alone is the entire existence—there is no other.
And even though man possesses materiality, nevertheless, by
virtue of the “Divine Image” in which he was created (Bereishis
1:27), he has superiority beyond the higher beings—as explained
elsewhere.

And because of the greatness of this image, Torah pertains to
him—for the positive commandments are 248, matching the
number of limbs of man (Makkos 23b).

Therefore, the Torah, which is the Torah of man who possesses
the Divine image, despite the jealousy of the angels, is the
perfection of man—and nothing else.

For it is not fitting that the great one be perfected by the lesser.
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And if man would be completed through knowledge of the
angels, and certainly through knowledge of the spheres, and
even more so through knowledge of the elements or anything
lower, then it would be the case of the great being completed by
something lesser.

Therefore, the knowledge of Torah is the completion of man,
who is the most important and is the essence of existence—on
account of his image, which is the image of God. And through
this, he can attain success—not through anything that is not the
essence of existence.

Therefore, the Sages greatly exalted the knowledge of Torah
above all else—not the knowledge of created beings aside from
Torah—

since the essence of creation is only man. And it is as if man is a
form over the created things, because of the importance of his
form—having been created in the image of God.

Therefore, because of the importance of his form, he is worthy
to be a form over all the created things.

And we explained that for this reason it does not say “good”
regarding man, but only with the verse: “And God saw
everything that He had made, and behold it was very good”
(Bereishis 1:31).

And our Sages of blessed memory expounded (Bereishis Rabbah
8:5): ““Very good’—this is man.”

And it does not explicitly say “good” with regard to the creation
of man—because man is everything.

Therefore it says: “And God saw all that He had made, and
behold, it was very good”—which spells “07X” (man), to say
that man is the all.

And the Torah is the form that completes man, who is the
all—so much so that Torah is the form of perfection for the
entire world.

And this is [what the Sages said] in the chapter “Chazakas
HaBatim” (Bava Basra 58a): “I looked at the heels of Adam, and
they were like the two orbs of the sun.”
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The explanation is: the “heels” refer to the lowliest end of
man—and they have a physical character, which is lowly.

And even they are like the orbs of the sun.

And the face [of man], which has a level of form, all the more
sO.

For we have already said that man is regarded as the form of
existence, and all existence—even the sun, which is the head of
the world—is like the level of matter in comparison to him.

Therefore he said: “I looked at the two heels of Adam HaRishon,
and they were like the orb of the sun.”

And this matter we explained elsewhere.

The general principle is that the number of positive

commandments, and the number of negative commandments, is
to complete man.

For man is like a form to the world, and for this reason the Torah
is the perfection of the entire world.

And therefore the Tanna (Avos 3:14) mentioned both together:
“Beloved is man who was created in the image of God,” and
also said: “Beloved are Israel, for a precious vessel was given to
them, through which the world was created.”

To teach that man, because of the form of his image—being in
the image of God—is beloved, to the point that he is a form over
the entire world.

This is the opposite of those who belittle the stature of man.

And if not for the opinion of our Sages, may their memory be a
blessing, that man’s belovedness is above all the world—even
more than the angels—then there would be no need to state that
man is beloved, for certainly he is more beloved than any living
being.

Rather, they wished to say by this, that because he is in the
image of God, he is beloved—even more than the angels.

And he said that here there is love upon love in that a precious

vessel was given to them—for the Torah is the perfection of
man.
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And this is what they said (Yevamos 61a): “You are called
'Adam,' but the nations of the world—deniers of the Torah—are
not called 'Adam.”

And why are the idolatrous nations not called “Adam”? Only
because they do not have the Torah, which is the completion of
man himself.

For in the Torah there are 248 positive commandments to
complete the human being who has 248 limbs;

and likewise, 365 negative commandments to complete man
with respect to his material aspect—

until, through Torah, he becomes “Adam” in the fullest sense, as
was explained.

And from this it will become clear to you that man’s perfection
is only when he is completed through the intellectual Torah—
not through the study of other created beings, but through
comprehension of the intellectual Torah,

which is like the form and completion of man, who himself is
the totality of creation.

And when he attains through his study of Torah—which is the
completion of man—then he attains the comprehension of
everything.

And this is the highest level.

And behold, once this becomes clear to you, you will have no
doubt that it is not fitting for any kind of knowledge to acquire
true success—

except by the study of that which brings completeness to
all—and this thing is his true success.

And this is nothing other than the knowledge of Torah.
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[NOTE: Summary

This discourse develops the foundational concept that the human being—specifically the Jew—is the central
form (:779%) and purpose of all creation, by virtue of being created 0°77%% 0%%2 (in the image of God). The
Torah is not just a guide for living; it is the very form that perfects the human, aligning him with his Divine
blueprint. The Maharal highlights:

e Torah as the completion of man: The 248 positive commandments correspond to the 248 limbs, and
the 365 prohibitions correspond to the 365 sinews—perfecting both the active and the passive aspects of
man.

e The exclusivity of the title “Adam” for the Jewish people (Yevamos 61a): The nations are not called
“Adam” because they do not possess Torah—the source of human perfection.

e All other knowledge is secondary: Intellectual pursuits regarding creation (angels, spheres, etc.) may
be interesting, but only Torah knowledge brings eternal success, as it completes man’s essential form.

e Humanity as the “form” over creation: Just as form gives meaning to matter, man gives meaning and
direction to the rest of existence.

e The phrase “7xn 29w 7317” refers not just to creation generally, but to man himself—whose perfection
elevates the entire cosmos.

In essence, to perfect the world is to perfect man, and to perfect man is through Torah.

Practical Takeaway

Your greatest purpose is not outside yourself—it is within.

One must stop undervaluing their spiritual potential by comparing themselves to celestial beings or abstract
philosophy. Your perfection, success, and divine connection are realized through immersing yourself in Torah
and mitzvos, which are precisely mapped to your being. Every moment spent studying Torah or doing a
mitzvah isn't just fulfilling an obligation—it is sculpting your Divine form and actualizing your role as the
center of creation.
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Chassidic Story (About the Maharal of Prague)

“The Footprint in the Dust” — The Maharal’s Gaze

One time, the Maharal of Prague was walking with a group of his students through the forest outskirts of the
city. As they walked, the Maharal suddenly stopped and gazed intently at a single human footprint in the dust

of the trail.

The students stood back, puzzled. The Maharal knelt near the footprint and began to weep.

After a long silence, he finally said:

“This is not just a print in the dust. It is the shadow of the Divine image. How can the world not tremble

when it sees this? How can man not realize who he is?”

The students later explained that this moment revealed one of the Maharal’s deepest beliefs: that even the
lowest part of man—his heel—carries the radiance of 2°78 2%, as he taught elsewhere, even referencing
the Talmudic statement that “the heels of Adam shone like the sun” (Bava Basra 58a).

= Source: Adapted from oral traditions cited in introductions to Maharal’s works (esp. Be ‘er HaGolah) and
stories compiled in Chassidim Mesaprim al ha-Maharal. END NOTE]

And in Tractate Menachos (53b): “Let the good come and
receive the good from the Good for the good ones.”

“Let the good come”—this is Moshe, as it is written (Shemos
2:2): “And she saw him, that he was good.”

“And receive the good”—this is Torah, as it is written (Mishlei
4:2): “For I have given you a good teaching; do not forsake My
Torah.”

“From the Good”—this is the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is
written (Tehillim 145:9): “Hashem is good to all.”

“For the good ones”—this is Israel, as it is written (Tehillim
125:4): “Do good, Hashem, to the good...”

“Let this one come and receive this one from this one for that
nation.”

“Let this one come”—this is Moshe, as it is written (Shemos
32:1): “For this man Moshe...”
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“And receive this”—this is Torah, as it is stated (Devarim 4:44):

“And this is the Torah...”
“From this one”—this is the Holy One, blessed be He, as it is

written (Shemos 15:2): “This is my God and I will glorify Him.”

“To that nation”—this is Israel, as it is said (ibid. 15): “This
nation You have acquired.”

Until here.

Behold, he came to explain two great matters:

The first, which we mentioned in the previous chapter: that
Torah is distinct from all created things.

For all created things contain some aspect that relates to
materiality.

But Torah, being the decree of Hashem, is not related to the

material at all—only to the decree of Hashem, may He be
blessed.
And because of this, it has no material dimension at all, as

explained.

And the second: that Torah is the completion and form of man,
who is regarded as the form of the world.

And thus praise and thanks are given for the greatness and the
truest uprightness found in the Torah, as was explained above.

And about this it was said (Shabbos 88a): “Blessed is the
Merciful One who gave us the threefold Torah...”

He now comes to explain these two final levels.

And therefore it says: “Let good come.” The term “good”
indicates something that is separate from the material.

And this is known: for what is attached to matter has absence
and deficiency, which is bad.

And there is no doubt about this at all, and we have explained it
at length elsewhere.

Therefore, it says that one who is not prepared to receive the
intellectual Torah—which has no material aspect at all—can

(7,7 0°727) MRIY ,A7IR I — NRT 93PN
77ipg NN

(2,0 DinY) 22037 ,RITTPN2TWITRE A1 — TN
F RO A

oy" :(0 ,0Y DY) MY 2R TR — T DY
PR

1R TY.

077173 0727 "3 W7 X2 M

AT °3 71 "1979 P92 RN WK 08T
D°R37 290 NN

2% D°0IPNRY AN 072 W) DOX13T 23V
galaizhi}

APK L7720 OWI N XY TER 77
TI20° QW NI 0N 27,0000 0% npnnn.

133,972 "0 Ana A2 PR D TEm
WANTY.

ORI 78 X MRWa X0 AIAIY M2 1
0%iv7 OR TN 2N R,

WY 2 ,T7uRa Py ARTIM naw Y in
WANTY 1 NP2 WAT NP AN 7R
T7yn?.

12 17 RO T2 (X 1D NIW) R ] 7
RD2D PN

NIORT NIYYR AW R2? IRY R2.

2277 DY min 2% Y a5 X2 g I
MW T 972 NIY.

RITY 11207 VTYIT N2 PATY 207 L, N
va.

DipR3 M8 1R, 273 7] 1272 P20 TR
NN,

N2 A7IRT 227 19 M XD 0D My 97
12 WY on P71 — 992 00 AN A7 TRY -
37 072 2721 KT 12703 NRT 7377,

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com



https://www.chassidusnow.com/
http://chassidusnow.com

7’02

The Maharal of Prague

LRTWS NIRON

The Splendor of Israel
Chapter 12- 2wy 251w pa2

only be someone who also has this level: to be detached and
non-material.

For to receive Torah requires preparation.

Therefore, it says: “Let good come”—this is Moshe.

For the level of Moshe was completely detached from
materiality.

And this matter is well known: that this is the essence of
Moshe’s superiority.

Therefore he prophesied through a clear lens.

And we have already explained this at length in Gevuros
Hashem (Chapter 18) by the verse “for I drew him from the
water” (Shemos 2:10),

and in many places, that this is the primary essence of Moshe:
that he was separate from the material.

Therefore he alone separated from [his] wife (Shabbos 87a), and
is called “the man of God” (Devarim 33:1).

“And he received good.” It has already been explained that
Torah—more than anything—is completely unrelated to
materiality, as it is a decree of Hashem alone, as explained.

And all existing things, by their essence, are related to matter.
Therefore the Torah is called “a good acquisition” (Mishlei 4:2).

“From the Good”—this is the Holy One, blessed be He, who is
holy and infinitely separate from matter, as the ministering
angels declare: “Holy, holy, holy...” (Yeshayahu 6:3).

“Good ones”—these are Israel, who are holy and separated from
the baseness of materiality found among the nations.

And this has also been explained in many places, and is very
well known: that the level of Israel is that they do not have the
same baseness of materiality as the nations.

Therefore they are called “good,” for anything that is separate
from the baseness of matter is called good, since evil is in the
material.
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Explanation: the word “7j (this)” is said regarding form, for form
is the recognition of a thing—until one says about it, “this is it.”
And this is what it says: “Let this come”—this is Moshe.

For we have already said and explained elsewhere that Moshe is
called “this” because he was the form of Israel, and he
completed Israel.

Therefore they said (Shemos 32:1): “For this man
Moshe...”—meaning, Moshe is like a form to Israel.

“And we do not know what became of him”—and it is
impossible to exist without a full integrator.

Therefore, they wanted to make gods that would go before them.
And this is what they said: “For this man Moshe...”—Moshe is
also called man for this same reason, as explained elsewhere.

And for this same reason, Israel is called “this nation,” because
they too are a form over the entire world.

For Israel completes all and gives form to the entire world.

And without Israel, the world is not considered at all—and we
have already explained this elsewhere.

And you will see that this is so, for Israel has the level of form,
as we already said: Israel alone is called Adam.

As they said (Yevamos 61a): “You are called Adam, and Torah
deniers are not called Adam.”

And Adam is the form and completion of the entire world.

Therefore, you will find the quality of form in man—and
likewise in Israel.

For in all things, the form comes last, and the matter comes first.

For the form is that which completes, and it is fitting that it come
last.

Therefore, man was created last of all the works of Creation—as
we explained elsewhere—for upon man is the designation of
form, which comes at the end.
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Likewise, you will find the same regarding Israel—that all the
other nations were created before.

For there were seventy nations in the generation of dispersion, as

our Sages taught (Pirkei D’Rabbi Eliezer 24).

Even Amon, Moav, and Edom were already peoples before
Israel.

For when [Israel] came out of Egypt and became a people,
Amon, Moav, and Edom were already settled in their lands.
From this you see that they became nations and settled in their
lands before Israel.

For upon Israel is the designation of form, which emerges at the
end.

And behold, Israel is fitting to be called “this nation,” for they
are the form of completion for the world.

And Torah, too, is fitting to be called “this” (nX7), for it is the
form for Israel—as was explained, that the Torah is like a form
for man.

Therefore, the Torah is particularly fitting to be called “this”
(NXT).

And Hashem, may He be blessed, is above all—for He is the
ultimate form over everything, the one who completes all.
Therefore, He is called “this™ (7]).

And these things are explained and well known.

Behold, now you have all our words that we said in the previous
chapter and in this chapter—through which the Sages wanted to

explain that engagement in Torah is the ultimate purpose of man.

And on this the verse says (Yehoshua 1:8): “And you shall
meditate upon it day and night.”

And the explanation of this concept is: since the Torah is the
form of all existence, it is fitting that one labor in Torah day and
night—

for day and night comprise the entirety of existence.

For how could one take something that belongs to Torah and
give it to other things?

DTP I DRI 23Y 5772 X¥nn ).

031777 RIM2 ,73797 71T P NiAN DYV 02
T YRR 0277 R1B) 12730).

PIY 0P Y7 17 73 X¥HN DITR] XM 10y AN
.

110y 1292 722,097 ) ,077%00 RY) W2 03
DXIR2 OITR) 2RI,

W

DRYP XOTY TP VRYR PN 7Y U2 0
phimishl

M DY 0T DY IR DN PN
D7y MW

TV RO D, INT KYAY AR 12703 7R
TS 9 X7 AYIAT R WINTY W2 2800
DIN?.

792 'NXT' TIRT RPAY MR TIN.

727 28 TP TN XITY 927 29 7130 W)
997 oun.

Al X3 TR

DOYIT DI 19X 277,

,071PT P92 2R WK WIT 22 77 1T

PRYT °2 N7 D020 XY WK 7T PR

Q787 N°920 X1 AiR2.

oni> 12 371" (7 LR YWIT) 23027 0N A 9N
R

92 NIX X7 TVATY IR LA T IR
7221091 1IR3 Y0y MY N, NN -

nXvxRT 92 07 A o).

DINR? 107 ,77IR Y RIAY 137 M) R °2?

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

12


https://www.chassidusnow.com/
http://chassidusnow.com

77’02
The Maharal of Prague
BRI NINEN
The Splendor of Israel
Chapter 12- 2wy 251w pa2

Since Torah is the completion of all, one should give to Torah TIN? 19,990 W X0 IR0 0Ny 0D
everything—that is, all of his time, which is day and night. 7271 o RITY L1793 X — 991
And it has become clear to you that the thinking of those people ,227 RITI9RT DOWIRT NAYOR 03 77 NN
[philosophers] is vanity—those who pursued abstract intellects. niv2wng OR 197 WR.

Behold, they were foolish and distanced themselves from the
DRI T T2 W0 1290 73T —

path of truth—
which is the path that ascends to the mountain of Hashem and to e , :
, Wi aipn 28] 100 o8 T2V 977 XL
His holy place.
And more will yet be explained. wan? 7iv).

[NOTE: Summary

In this far-reaching discourse, the Maharal of Prague develops a majestic vision of the universe
centered around the concept of 791x (form)—the essential, spiritual inner dimension of
existence.

1. Torah is the form (:771%) of all creation: It is not just a book of commandments but the
spiritual blueprint of the entire world. All existence is matter (chomer) needing
form—and Torah is that form.

2. Man is the form of the world: Humanity, particularly the Jew, was created last because
the form always comes last—it perfects the preceding material. Thus, man (and even
more so Israel) gives shape and meaning to the world.

3. Moshe is the form of Israel: He is repeatedly called “this man” (¥°&37 17), reflecting his
identity as the embodiment of Israel’s spiritual form. His separation from materiality
(e.g., abstaining from marital life) allowed him to receive the non-material Torah.

4. Israel is the form of the nations: Just as form perfects matter, Israel elevates the rest of
the world. That is why Israel was formed last historically—after the seventy
nations—just as man was created after the rest of creation.

5. Torah is called “this” (nXt), and Hashem is called “this” (:77): These designations
reflect complete, visible spiritual essence—clarity of form. “This” implies clarity and
perfection, the very nature of the Torah, of Moshe, and of Hashem Himself.

6. The culmination: Since Torah is the essence of all, and man is its vessel, a person must
dedicate all of himself—day and night—to Torah, as it says in Yehoshua 1:8. It is the
ultimate purpose of man, the only path that leads to God’s holy mountain.

Practical Takeaway
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If Torah is the form of reality, then engaging with it is not just study—it is alignment with
the essence of all existence.

o Make Torah the central structure of your day, not something extra. It is not one
discipline among many—it is the spiritual architecture of the universe and of yourself.

e Strive to elevate beyond material distractions. You don’t need to abandon the world,
but aim to reflect the Maharal’s hierarchy: first comes chomer, but ultimate purpose lies
in tzurah.

e Recognize your dignity and responsibility as a Jew. As “Adam,” your task is to give
form to the world through Torah, mitzvos, and moral refinement. You are the “this” (777)
that the world looks to for definition.

Chassidic Story: The Maharal and the Hidden Torah in the Night

It is said that once the Maharal of Prague was seen walking through the alleyways of Prague in
the middle of the night, deep in thought, murmuring words of Torah. A student followed him
quietly, wondering why the Rav wasn’t resting.

When the Maharal noticed him, he smiled and said:

“My child, the verse says, ‘You shall meditate upon it day and night’. The day is given to the
world, but the night belongs to those who seek form within darkness. The Torah is the light
that shapes the void. If I waste the night, I leave part of the world unformed.”

Later, the Maharal told this student: “A person who studies Torah during the night hours
becomes a partner with Hashem in sustaining the world—because he is filling the night with
tzurah.”

= Source: Adapted from traditions cited in Sefer Maharal u-Mesoraso and Chassidim
Mesaprim al ha-Maharal. END NOTE]
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