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With G-d’s help, Parshas Yisro, 5666
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"And G-d spoke, etc. | am the Lord your G-d, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt." (Shemos 20:2)
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Behold, the commandment of "I am the Lord your
G-d" is constant at all times and moments, unlike the
commandments of Shabbos, Sukkah, and Lulav,
which have designated days.
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However, the commandment of "I am the Lord your
G-d"—meaning to know and believe that there is a
G-d who exists—has no specific day for its
fulfillment.
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Furthermore, even in thought, it is constant, unlike
the commandment of reciting Shema, which has a
designated time during the day, whereas this
commandment does not.
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Behold, it is stated in the responsa of the Rashba
that commandments are bound by time, place, and
vessels. However, this commandment applies in
every place and at every moment, truly constantly.
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It is not like other heart-based commandments, such
as love and fear [of G-d] and similar matters, which
do not need to be constant. However, the
commandment of "I am the Lord your G-d" must
always be, as it is written: "l have set the Lord before
me always." (Tehillim 16:8)
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"l have set the Lord before me" means to know and
believe that there is a G-d who exists, and this must
truly be constant.
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This demonstrates that its root is above time, and
therefore, even below, it is not limited by time.
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Although all commandments are the will of G-d,
which is beyond limitation, nevertheless, all positive
commandments above involve the investment of
light within vessels.
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(Only below, in actual deed, do they have an
advantage, as explained in the discourse "Yom Tov
of Rosh Hashanah," 5666, which discusses the
concept of "One moment of repentance and good
deeds in this world is greater than all the life of the
World to Come.")
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However, this commandment, as it is in its root in a
transcendent state, likewise manifests in revelation
below.
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According to this, it must be understood why it
begins with "And G-d spoke." For it is known that the
Name Elokim is the root and source of time, as it is
written: "In the beginning, G-d (Elokim) created," and
"And there was evening, and there was morning,"
etc.
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How is it possible that the root and source of time
reveals something that is beyond time?
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However, the matter is as follows: Behold, we see
that all revelations come through letters and
garments.
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Just as the light of intellect comes specifically through
letters, even though the letters conceal the light, as is
known, nevertheless, their very essence is to reveal
the light.
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However, the manner of revelation is through their
concealment of the essence and their revelation of
the external aspect of the light. But their function is to
reveal the light.
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And when the light is greater, it requires a garment.

For example, a deep concept that cannot be revealed
through letters is revealed through a parable, which is
@ garment that conceals even more, yet it still reveals.
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So too, above, all revelations occur specifically
through vessels.
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This is the concept of the vessels of the ten Sefiros of
Atzilus, which serve to reveal the light.
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And there are revelations that occur through
garments, as it is stated: "You have prepared
garments for them, from which..."
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There is a distinction in the manner of revelation, but
every revelation is through vessels and garments.
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So too, the letters of the Torah—since the revelation
of the light of the Torah in every place where it is
found is specifically through letters.
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Likewise, "And righteousness shall be his garment,"
etc.—these are letters and garments that do not
conceal so much.
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Similarly, regarding Moshe at the giving of the Torah,
it is written: "And Moshe entered into the cloud,"
meaning that the cloud became a garment for Moshe.
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Likewise, the souls in Gan Eden, in order to derive
pleasure from the radiance of the Shechinah, do so
through garments of mitzvos, as is known.
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However, seemingly, letters and garments are
concealment, for a letter in its essence is not light but
rather an inherent concealment of its very nature.
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Likewise, the vessels above are a form of
concealment, for vessels are the opposite of
light—light is inherently revelation, whereas vessels
in their very essence are concealment.
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How then does the concealment reveal the light?
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The matter is known regarding this: that the root of
the letters, despite being concealment, is higher than
light and revelation.
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The letters are merely fixed in the mouth, but their
root is from the essence of the soul.
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The root of the letters is not from the revelations of
the soul nor from the source of revelations—meaning
the way revelation is encompassed within the
essence.
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Rather, their root is from the essence itself.
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The proof is that we find two sages expressing the
same wisdom, yet using different letters and words.
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If we were to say that the letters originate from
revelation or from the source of revelation, then since
the revelation is the same, the letters should also be
identical.
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However, since letters stem from the essence of the
soul, which is not at all related to revelations—though
all revelations do come from the essence—the
essence itself is a completely different entity, as is
known.
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Therefore, even though the revelation is one, the
letters are diverse, as each one reveals letters
according to his own essence.
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In true influence, the "Yechidah" of the soul provides
the letters to the transmission and revelation.
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(Thus, | heard from my honored father, of blessed
memory, in these words: "A Rebbe speaks according
to the level of the individual in the congregation; the
Yechidah in the soul draws upon letters.")

(V"2 n"n7713T Y"IRK 7"on 'mynw D
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Likewise, the root of garments is higher than light, as
is known, for the source of a parable is higher than
the subject of the parable.

VIT'O1 NINNN N7VNT7 (WA D'wia7n oI
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Only one who is exceedingly great in wisdom, such
as Shlomo or Rabbi Meir, can properly state a
parable.
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Therefore, letters and garments reveal the light
because their root is higher than the light.
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This is the meaning of "And Moshe entered into the
cloud" for the purpose of receiving the Torah.
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The root of the cloud comes from "He made darkness
His concealment," and therefore, specifically through
it, it was possible to receive the light.
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Similarly, the souls in Gan Eden derive pleasure from
the radiance of the Shechinah specifically through the
garments of mitzvos.
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Likewise, above, revelations occur specifically
through vessels, for light is akin to its source.
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And this applies only where revelation is relevant, as
its root is from the source of revelation.
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However, the root of vessels is from the aspect of
essential concealment.
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Behold, above, the aspect of concealment is higher
than revelation.
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And from the aspect of essential concealment, all
revelations are drawn—both the revelations that are
in the aspect of limitation and measure, and the
revelations that are in the aspect of infinity.
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The root of the vessels is from the aspect of essential
concealment.
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As is known, their root is from the letters of the
'Reshimu" (residual imprint), and the letters of the
Reshimu, although they are concealment, are higher
than the lights that existed before the Tzimtzum.

MI'NINI IN'WIN DINIRA [WIYT VITOI
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For in the lights, there is an aspect of contraction
(Tzimtzum), and they were affected by the Tzimtzum.

DN Y21 ""Nal DIXAY "N 0N W' NNIRNAT
nIxXNXN.

\Whereas the letters of the Reshimu were not affected
by the Tzimtzum at all, as explained elsewhere.

770 DI¥XN¥N DN YA X7 IN'wAD NIMIXI
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Their root is from the aspect of essential concealment
itself.
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Therefore, the revelation of the Infinite Light (Ohr Ein
Sof) before the Tzimtzum was through the letters of
the Reshimu.
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Similarly, all the revelations after the Tzimtzum—the
revelation of the Kav (ray of light) and the additional
lights in the Kav that extend from before the
Tzimtzum—are all through the letters of the Reshimu.
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This is due to their lofty and primordial root.
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Likewise, the letters and vessels reveal the light
because they are above the source of revelation.
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In the same manner, this can be understood
regarding the Name Elokim.
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It is known that the Name Elokim corresponds to the
aspect of letters, as is explained elsewhere.
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It is also the concept of contraction (Tzimtzum), etc.
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However, the root of Tzimtzum (contraction) is
exceedingly high.
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The fact that it has the power to constrict the
revelation of light that is in the aspect of infinity is
because its root is higher than the aspect of the
source of revelation.
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That is, it stems from the aspect of essential
concealment, and from there specifically comes the
power to contract.
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Therefore, through Tzimtzum, it is possible for all
lights to be revealed, including the lights in the aspect
of Ein Sof (infinity) and boundlessness.

D2 NNIRN 72 172 IR 710 nixnxn My D7
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Since its root is from the aspect of essential
concealment, it therefore has the power to reveal.

IND>1 |27 'axyn D7y "Nan IWWY 151
1> NI72%7'.

This is why even the revelation of the commandment
"Anochi"—which is in the aspect of infinity—is
through the Name Elokim.
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However, it must be understood: A human being is a
created being and is limited.
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How is it possible for him to accept and fulfill a
commandment that is constant and in the aspect of
infinity?

M'T'NNAY dI¥xn 071 7277 NYoNa NI
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But regarding this, the verse states: "Who brought
you out of the land of Egypt."
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At first glance, it is not understood what the Exodus
from Egypt has to do with "Anochi."
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However, the verse itself explains how it is possible to
attain the commandment of "Anochi."
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It is through the Exodus from Egypt, which enables
everyone to reach the level of "Anochi."
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Not only Torah scholars who are engaged in
learning—since the Torah was not given to them
alone.
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Rather, also businesspeople who are occupied with
commerce and material matters,
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D''NYA.

and even those of lower spiritual standing, who
have fallen to great depths and feel their descent in
levels,
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they too can reach the fulfillment of the
commandment of "Anochi."
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Regarding this, it is written: "And upon the earth, He
ishowed you His great fire."
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This means that even businesspeople and those of
lower status, who engage in earthly and physical
matters,
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He showed you His fire—for they, too, were at Har
Sinai.
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1.

'And His words we heard"—this refers specifically to
the commandment of "Anochi."

1D nynv MaTl'.

[This means that everyone can attain this through the
Exodus from Egypt.

D'71>' '720T DINT AT 7V X 1MATI
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The matter is as follows: Behold, it is stated in the
Zohar: "Three bonds are bound together—Yisrael,
the Torah, and the Holy One, Blessed Be He."

I"Y&iR NN AN 'R NIAT XIN Jayal
N"AI71 NNMINI 7RY XTA XT [KYpNN.

And all the levels are arranged in a structure of

. 1D X'™221 DINO 20T 7Y a0 T 1Ia01'.
hidden and revealed. I I

The concept of these three bonds is comparable to a

bhysical knot MYan Wi Ind n"TY [0 Y Nnn .

where the lower end is tied to the upper end above it, lann |I"7yn qI02 VYR INNNN WTIW.

and the top of this one is tied... NIV AT 7¥ 1IUXL...
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