Ay

eﬁ’@f VE
©)
The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

In Honor of

s i
The Maharal’s yahrzeit (1609)
FR723 32 NP7 AT 2
The Baal Shem Tov’s birth (1698)
The Alter Rebbe’s birth (1745)

S6)

To find more Maamarim and to dedicate one visit: éé
9@ Cha551dusN0w com E@F
’D

\3
‘)



The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

Introduction
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This discourse by the Lubavitcher Rebbe (delivered in Elul, 5751 / 1991) focuses on the mitzvah of Bikkurim
(first fruits) as a central metaphor for the essence of the Jewish people and their relationship with Hashem.
Through detailed analysis of the verses, Rashi’s commentary, and Chazal’s teachings, the Rebbe develops a

sweeping vision: the Jew is himself the “first fruits,” inherently bound to Hashem, preceding even the Torah,

and able to draw down redemption. The discourse intertwines Bikkurim, Ani L’Dodi V’Dodi Li, the avodah of
Elul, and the urgency of the Geulah.

(%)
From the talks of Shabbos Parshas Tavo, 21 Elul 5751 —
translation from Yiddish.

In continuation to the command in our portion regarding the
mitzvah of first fruits (and the confession of tithes) upon the
arrival into the land (with which Moshe completed the
explanation of the Torah and renewed all the commandments
that Hashem had commanded him, which he began in the
eleventh month on the first of the month... in the land of
Moav).

Moshe returns to speak about the general fulfillment of all the
Torah and all the mitzvos, and about the covenant between
Hashem and the Jewish people: “This day Hashem your G-d
commands you to perform these statutes and judgments, and
you shall keep and do them with all your heart and with all your
soul...”

And afterwards: “Keep the entire commandment that I
command you today, and it shall be on the day you pass the
Jordan into the land... and you shall set up large stones... and
write upon them all the words of this Torah...”

Likewise: “Be attentive and hear, Israel: This day you have
become a people to Hashem your G-d, and you shall hearken to
the voice of Hashem your G-d and perform His
commandments...” And afterwards, in continuation of the
portion, it speaks at length about the words of the covenant that
Hashem commanded Moshe to seal with the Jewish people in
the land of Moayv, besides the covenant made at Chorev.
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Until the very conclusion of the portion: “And you shall keep
the words of this covenant and do them in order that you will
succeed in all that you do.” This content continues also in the
following portions (Nitzavim, Vayeilech, Haazinu, V’zos
Habracha), where it speaks not of particular mitzvos but of the
covenant on the entirety of the Torah and mitzvos and the
general matters connected to it.

Since the command and the covenant regarding the general
Torah and mitzvos comes in direct continuation immediately
after the mitzvah of first fruits, one may say there is a
connection in their inner content (as is known the precision in
all matters of Torah, even in the order of the Torah).

Especially according to Rashi’s explanation, that the verse
“This day Hashem your G-d commands you...” and “you shall
keep and perform them” is a blessing that comes as a result of
the fulfillment of the mitzvah of first fruits, as the heavenly
voice blesses him: “You have brought first fruits today; next
year you shall repeat.”

And further: The covenant on the entirety of the Torah and
mitzvos is stated in that same portion together with the mitzvah
of first fruits, and the beginning of the portion is with this matter
(first fruits) — for the beginning (of every matter, even in human
speech, and how much more so in holiness and Torah) is an
introduction and has a connection to the continuation of the
matter.

And it is necessary to understand: What is the connection
between the mitzvah of first fruits and the covenant on the
acceptance of the Torah and mitzvos — the entire Torah and
mitzvos? Seemingly, first fruits is one specific mitzvah among
all the mitzvos of the Torah, and it is tied with conditions and
limitations: in time, in place, in person, and in species —
specifically in the Land of Israel, at the time when the Temple
stood; specifically from the seven species with which the Land
of Israel is praised and from the choicest of them; specifically
one who owns land in the Land of Israel, and land that is of
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quality; one does not recite the reading of the first fruits except
at a time of joy, from Shavuos until Sukkos; and more.

What is the connection of this with “This day Hashem your G-d
commands you...” — which refers to all the mitzvos, with which
the Jewish people are obligated at all times and in all places, as
Rashi explains on the verse: “Every day they should be in your
eyes as new, as if on that very day you were commanded
regarding them.”

Also, it is necessary to understand regarding the name of the
portion, Tavo: For many times regarding the names of the
portions, the name of a matter expresses the content of the
matter called by that name. And according to this, it requires
explanation in our portion: Tavo means “coming” (the entry of
the Jewish people into the Land of Israel).

And seemingly this is only the introduction and preparation for
the fulfillment of the mitzvah of first fruits (and the other
mitzvos), which must be fulfilled only after “you come into the
land...” And nevertheless the entire portion — beginning with the
mitzvah of first fruits, until also the covenant on the generality
of all the mitzvos in our portion — is called by the name Tavo,
which is only an introduction and preparation for the fulfillment
of the mitzvos in the land!

()

And this will be understood by first prefacing the novelty of the
mitzvah of first fruits compared to other ways of giving praise
and thanks to Hashem.

The content of bringing first fruits and the declaration of first
fruits is the recognition that from Him, blessed be He, comes to
us all the blessings in the world: with the blessing of Hashem,
the Jew’s field yields produce and fruits. Therefore, he gives to
Hashem from the very first of all the fruit of the ground, from
the earliest and choicest fruits of the field, and he acknowledges
Hashem (and is not ungrateful) for the fruits with which Hashem
blessed him and for all His kindnesses (the kindnesses of the
Omnipresent) — “And you shall answer and say before Hashem
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your G-d,” recounting His kindnesses upon us and upon all
Israel in general.

The feeling of gratitude to Hashem for His kindnesses, and the
expression of thanks and giving of praise to Hashem for this, is a
general matter in the life of a Jew, beginning immediately upon
awakening from his sleep with the recognition and declaration “I
thank You before You... that You have restored my soul within
me.” This is the foundation, the first gate to his service of
Hashem, which continues in the blessings and prayers (such as
“We will thank You... for our lives which are given into Your
hand... and for Your miracles and goodness at all times,
evening, morning, and afternoon”), and in the various blessings
of enjoyment that a Jew recites, thanking Hashem throughout the
day and every day, for every good and benefit he enjoys — and
primarily the Grace after Meals (which is from the Torah) —
“Who sustains the entire world with His goodness, with grace,
kindness, and mercy...”

And furthermore: Even among the nations of the world, who
believe and recognize that Hashem is the Creator of the world
and its Ruler — there exists the practice of thanking Hashem for
their sustenance and the like.

And this matter is emphasized even more according to the
well-known teaching of the Baal Shem Tov (elaborated in detail
by the Alter Rebbe), that the creation of the entire world is
renewed every day and every moment. This is an unlimited
kindness from Hashem, the Creator of the world, for every
creature — which brings the creature to a deeper recognition and
feeling that he and all that surrounds him are entirely dependent
on Hashem’s constant kindness.
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But in the mitzvah of first fruits we find a novelty — a deeper and
more comprehensive expression of recognition and gratitude to
Hashem: the Jew expresses his feelings of gratitude to Hashem
for His kindnesses not only in speech, but he expresses it in a
stronger manner — in action: he takes from the very first of all
the fruit of the ground and brings it to the Temple, “You shall
bring it to the house of Hashem your G-d,” to the place that
Hashem will choose to cause His Name to dwell there, and he
sets it down before Hashem, “And you shall place it before
Hashem your G-d.”

And this expresses the full recognition that “to Hashem is the
earth and its fullness,” that everything belongs to Hashem: the
Jew does not suffice with the recognition that all his possessions
come to him through the kindnesses and blessing of Hashem —
rather, he shows, by bringing the first fruits, that even after
receiving the abundance of the fruits, the fruits (and all his
possessions) still belong to Hashem (since “to Hashem is the
earth and its fullness™).

Therefore he brings the first of all the fruit of the ground (the
earliest and choicest) “before Hashem your G-d”; this remains in
the possession of Hashem. “Before Hashem your G-d” — he says
this in a loud voice (“And you shall answer” — a term of raising
the voice) and with joy, and his thought and intention is in this.

*)

And it can be explained: Our Sages say that the Jewish people
are called “first fruits,” as it is written, “Like the first fruit on the
fig tree in its beginning I saw your fathers,” and “Israel is holy to
Hashem, the first of His produce.” Just as first fruits (from the
word “firstborn”) are the first of the fruit of the earth, and the
first fruits preceded everything — so too the Jewish people are
the “first” of the world — before and higher than all that was
created, for the thought of Israel preceded everything. And as
our Sages said on the verse “In the beginning G-d created the
heavens and the earth” — the world was created for the sake of
Israel, who are called “the first of His produce.”
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And this applies not only to the collective souls of Israel above
or the Jewish people as a whole below, but to each and every
individual Jew, men, women, and children, as our Sages said:
“Each and every person is obligated to say: for my sake the
world was created.”

Just as the first fruits must be brought to Jerusalem and placed in
the Temple, “before Hashem your G-d” — so too it is regarding
the Jewish people: being the “first fruits” of the world, the true
place of the Jewish people, of every single Jew, is “before
Hashem your G-d,” in the Temple. For the essential and true
being of a Jew (even as a soul in a body below) is his Divine
soul, which is “literally a part of G-d above,” until in the known
expression — “Israel and the Holy One Blessed be He are entirely

2

one.

Therefore, every single Jew, in whatever situation he is found, is
bound and connected with Hashem. He therefore needs to be
(also openly) “before Hashem your G-d.” “Before” — both in its
simple sense: before, close to Hashem, and in its inner sense:
from the word “innerness” — in the inwardness of Hashem your
G-d, “Israel and the Holy One Blessed be He are entirely one.”

For although the whole world was created by Hashem, the world
was created only as a means for Israel, who are called “first,”
and therefore its root does not reach into the inwardness
(“before”) of the will and intent of Hashem your G-d. By
contrast, Israel are the “first fruits” (“first”) — the purpose is in
them themselves, and all other things were created for the sake
of Israel, since “Israel and the Holy One Blessed be He are
entirely one,” and therefore they are connected with the “before”
(the inwardness of) Hashem your G-d.
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And as “Hashem” (from the term “‘sustains”) becomes ‘“your
G-d” (singular, not plural), your strength and your life — since
every single Jew, even as a soul in a body below (deriving
sustenance from Hashem as He is clothed in “your G-d,” your
strength and your life) — is on the level of “first fruits.” As
mentioned above, every single person must say, “For my sake
the world was created.” And there is no distinction in this
between one Jew and another; rather, every single Jew — even
one on a low level outwardly — must say: “For my sake the
world was created.”

And from this it is also understood that this — that a Jew is
“before Hashem your G-d” — must permeate the entire life of the
Jew in general, and also in detail. A Jew must feel that every
detail of his life is a matter of “first fruits” to Hashem: not only
when he is engaged in G-dly matters, learning Torah and
fulfilling mitzvos, but even when he is involved in mundane
matters of livelihood and the like — since these are the
permissible matters of a Jew, they too belong to the concept of
first fruits, and therefore they must be permeated with the
greatest loftiness, holiness, and exaltedness, fitting for
something that is “before Hashem your G-d.”

And even when it is a matter of one single thought, word, or
action, which seems insignificant compared to his other
thoughts, words, and deeds — since it is the thought, word, or
deed of a Jew, this too is part of the “first fruits” which belong in
the Temple, “before Hashem your G-d”!
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The explanation is, as mentioned above: since this is a part of
the life of the Jew — for the Jew is “entirely one” with Hashem,
and he is not a means to something else, but the intent and the
purpose is in him himself — it is understood that so it is also with
regard to the details of his life. Every detail that a Jew does,
every thought, word, or action of his, and at every moment in
time and point in place that he is found — even a single one that
seems small in value — is part of the “first fruits” that stand
“before Hashem your G-d” in the Temple, “The sanctuary, O
L-rd, which Your hands have established.”

And also at this very moment and in this very place (even if it is
only temporary) he has the obligation to say: “For my sake the
world was created” — since all matters were created for the
service of the Jew (in thought, word, or action) at this specific
time and place. As is known: “A man’s steps are established by
Hashem” (like “The sanctuary, O L-rd, which Your hands have
established”). Until the Jew has the power and authority to effect
change and renewal in time and place — “Israel sanctify the
times” (i.e. they sanctify the festivals), and likewise concerning
the sanctification of place (through building synagogues and the
like).

(7

According to this, the innovation of the mitzvah of first fruits
compared to other forms of thanks and praise to Hashem is
understood: the inner idea in first fruits — that they reveal how
the true being of the Jewish people is one with Hashem, and
therefore all their details are “before Hashem your G-d” — is
reflected in the actual fulfillment of the mitzvah of first fruits, by
the Jewish people. It is not only thanks in speech, but also in
action — when they bring the physical fruits “before Hashem
your G-d,” and they remain in the possession of Hashem; the
physical fruits are transformed into holiness.
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And this penetrates into the being of the Jew who brings the first
fruits — in his thought, speech, and action — that he (the Jew)
becomes the “speaker” (the source) who speaks and sings the
praise of Hashem — “And you shall answer and say before
Hashem your G-d.” And all those around — including the priest
who is in those days, and even Hashem Himself, so to speak —
stand and listen to his words.

This is not only in the sense of Creator and created being — that
the created being thanks Hashem for the flow of life and
kindness, but the Creator and the created remain two separate
things, as mentioned above. Through fulfilling the mitzvah of
first fruits, it is revealed below, in this lowest world, how the
Jewish people (as souls in bodies) are the “first fruits” (“the
beginning”) of the whole world — for whose sake the entire
world was created.

()
From this is understood the general concept in the mitzvah of
first fruits that connects it with the entirety of Torah and
mitzvos: first fruits reveal the ultimate purpose of fulfilling the
whole Torah and mitzvos — that for a Jew, even as he is a soul in
a body in this physical world, it should be openly felt that he is
the “first fruits” (“the beginning” of the whole world) — by being
one with Hashem, “before Hashem your G-d,” for “Israel and
the Holy One, blessed be He, are entirely one.”

Q)

Furthermore, and in deeper measure: that the Jewish people are
“first fruits” — “the thought of Israel preceded everything” — is
even with regard to Torah. For although “Bereishis” — “two
beginnings”: for the Torah, which is called “the beginning of His
way,” and for Israel, who are called “the beginning of His
produce.” Two things preceded the world: Torah and Israel, and
I do not know which preceded. But when it says, “Command the
children of Israel, speak to the children of Israel,” I say Israel
preceded, since all the Torah are commands to Israel.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

However, the meaning is not that Israel, being prior to Torah, has
no connection to Torah, G-d forbid. This is clear from the very
fact that the one word “Bereishis” includes two “beginnings”:
Torah and Israel. That is, although outwardly Torah and Israel
are two things, in truth and in essence they are one thing: the
Jewish people are bound with Torah (“for they are our life and
the length of our days”), and Torah is bound with the Jewish
people, for the whole Torah is commands to Israel.

The meaning of “Israel preceded Torah” is in the sense of cause
and effect, so to speak: Torah was given for the sake of the
Jewish people (commands to Israel). Therefore, saving a life
overrides the entire Torah, and not the reverse. The fulfillment of
Torah is not relevant without the Jewish people — they are
needed to accept and observe the Torah (“an inheritance of the
congregation of Jacob™).

Whereas the existence of Israel is relevant even if a person
transgresses Torah and mitzvos, G-d forbid — as our Sages said,
“Even though he sinned, he is still Israel.” Since the Jewish
people are above Torah, this is revealed in the matter of teshuvah
— that even one who transgressed the Torah can repent, since his
soul reaches a place that is higher than Torah (“They asked
Torah... They asked Hashem... He said: let him do teshuvah and
he will be atoned for™).

But since Torah comes together with Israel (“two beginnings”),
except that in this itself — “Israel preceded” — it is understood
that the very being of Israel is bound to Torah, since the Jewish
people are in essence bound with Hashem, and therefore also
with His wisdom and will (Torah, for “Torah and the Holy One,
blessed be He, are one™).
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

Therefore, the very being of Israel itself (in that they are one
with Hashem) brings the Jew to fulfill Torah in actuality and
openly, as the Rambam rules that the inner will of a Jew (even in
a state when his evil inclination overpowers him) is always to do
the will of Hashem — to be part of Israel, to want to do all the
mitzvos, and to distance from sins.

But in the usual way — this very matter (that Israel preceded
Torah) is revealed in actuality through Torah. For according to
the order of avodah in the usual way, at the outset (from “a man
of upright ways”), a Jew must learn Torah and observe its
mitzvos, and through this the superiority of the Jew is revealed.
Yet, even without this, it is possible that the essence of the
Jewish people, as they are above Torah, be revealed — as this is
expressed in the avodah of teshuvah, as mentioned above.

And the explanation in this: concerning the wording “three
bonds are bound one with another — Hashem, Torah, and Israel,”
the question is known: three things are bound through the
intermediary of two bonds. What is the wording “three bonds™?
One of the explanations: in addition to the bond of Israel with
Hashem that is made through Torah, there is also a third bond
between Israel and Hashem — inasmuch as Israel are higher than
Torah, and on the contrary — they connect the Torah with
Hashem (Who is above Torah).

That is to say, in Israel there are two levels: (a) the souls of
Israel as they descend below into a body in this physical world,
where they are an actual created entity, and because of the
concealment and covering of the world, their bond with Hashem
is not openly seen, and therefore they must reveal it through
Torah — that even as it is below, Torah and Hashem are one; (b)
and through this bond of Israel with Torah is revealed the
essence of Israel, how Israel and Hashem are one, as they
preceded and are higher than Torah.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

And therefore the Jewish people have the power to influence and
innovate in Torah, to the extent that they connect Torah with
Hashem as He is above Torah (as mentioned above). And it may
be said that since the Jewish people — even as they are below —
are “first fruits,” “before Hashem your G-d,” therefore even
below there is the essence of the Jewish people as they are above
Torah. And this is revealed openly in the matter of teshuvah, as
mentioned above.

And as is also understood from the saying of our Sages
mentioned above, that “each and every one is obligated to say:
for my sake the world was created.” This includes (in the simple
sense) every single Jew, even an unlearned one who has no
revealed connection to Torah. And as hinted in the wording of
our Sages: “even at the time when the world was created” —
which was before the giving of the Torah and before the
command to study Torah — he must say: “for my sake the world
was created.”

And it may be said that this is expressed in practice with regard
to a child and infant in Israel (before he begins to speak and be
connected to Torah learning openly), and likewise one small in
knowledge who still has no revealed connection to Torah (not by
his fault, G-d forbid, but like a child who was taken captive
among idolaters). Since Hashem has placed him in this state and
he is not guilty of it, then although he has no revealed
connection to Torah, he is also on the level of “first fruits,”
belonging “before Hashem your G-d,” above all matters of the
world, even higher than Torah, and all matters were created for
him.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

That is to say, in the service of Hashem in practice there are two
modes: (a) In the usual manner, the bond of Israel with Hashem
is made through Torah, and therefore Torah study is equivalent
to them all, and there is a constant obligation upon every Jew to
learn Torah at every available moment, since upon this depends
his existence and being. (b) But when speaking about a person in
a state — not by his fault — in which he still has no revealed
connection to Torah, there is by him the matter of “first fruits,”
for whose sake everything was created. And on the contrary —
this itself brings him to Torah, as mentioned above.

(%)
It can be said that the general concept of the mitzvah of
Bikkurim (the revelation of the greatness of Israel — as “first
fruits” also in this physical world, even their precedence over the
Torah) is also expressed in the passage of Mikra Bikkurim. The
one bringing the first fruits declares: “And you shall answer and
say before Hashem your G-d, An Aramean sought to destroy my
father, and he went down to Egypt ... and Hashem took us out of
Egypt ... and He gave us this land...” (Devarim 26:5-10). These
events (Yaakov’s descent to Egypt, the Exodus, and the entry
into the Land) are collective matters tied with all Israel in every
generation.

The content of the recitation is that despite “An Aramean sought
to destroy my father” — Yaakov with Lavan, who pursued him
and sought to uproot everything — and despite “he went down to
Egypt and lived there with few,” and later “others came upon us
to consume us,” this did not harm Yaakov and his sons. On the
contrary: “He became there a great, mighty, and numerous
nation,” in both quantity and quality.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

Already in Yaakov’s lifetime this was evident, as his bed was
complete. When he worried otherwise, his sons reassured him:
“Hear O Israel (our father), Hashem is our G-d, Hashem is One.
Just as there is only One in your heart, so too in our hearts.” At
that moment Yaakov proclaimed: “Blessed be the Name of the
glory of His kingdom forever.” Even in Egypt they maintained
perfect unity with Hashem, “before Hashem your G-d.”

And afterwards — despite “the Egyptians afflicted us” in the
narrow straits and boundaries of the world — Hashem brought us
out with a mighty hand, an outstretched arm, with awe, signs,
and wonders, and brought us to this land flowing with milk and
honey. This shows that Israel are the “first fruits” of the entire
world, chosen before all else, even before Torah itself.

This reveals that Israel — even before Matan Torah, before their
revealed connection to Torah — were already in the level of “first
fruits,” preceding everything, even Torah itself. This is
expressed in “He became there a great nation... and Hashem
took us out... and brought us to this land flowing with milk and
honey.”

(™)
According to this, the law of Bikkurim is also sweetened, that
Bikkurim require a vessel, as it is written: “and you shall put it
in a basket.” And in this law itself: if he brought them in vessels
of metal, as was the custom of the wealthy who would bring
their first fruits in baskets of silver and of gold, the priest takes
the Bikkurim and returns the vessel to its owner. But if he
brought them in vessels of willow or peeled branches and the
like, as was the custom of the poor, then the Bikkurim and the
baskets belong to the priests.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

The completeness of the revelation of Israel’s greatness as
Bikkurim is that even as they are found in a vessel — a soul in the
vessel of the body (a limitation), even in a poor vessel (there is
no poor except in knowledge of G-d) — it is recognized there that
they are Bikkurim. And more: Bikkurim require a vessel — they
come before Hashem your G-d specifically through a vessel.
Until specifically a vessel made from the simplest things (of this
lowest world, lower than which there is none) becomes united
with the Bikkurim, in such a way that “the Bikkurim and the
baskets belong to the priests.” Even the vessel itself becomes on
the level of “before Hashem your G-d.”

More than this: by this it is effected that there will be “and you
shall put it in a basket” — basket (X1v) is an acronym for Taamim,
Nekudot, Otiyot (cantillation marks, vowels, letters). That there
should be the completeness of Torah, in addition to the letters
and vowels — also the cantillation. And in such a way of “and
you shall put” the Bikkurim, that the Jew places them inwardly
in the Taamim, Nekudot, Otiyot of Torah.

(®)
(9) According to the above it will be understood (more deeply)
the connection of the mitzvah of Bikkurim with the continuation
of the portion about the covenant concerning the totality of
Torah and mitzvot. Beyond what was mentioned earlier (section
5), that Bikkurim reveal the content of all Torah and mitzvot:
Bikkurim — the essential greatness of Israel (that they preceded
the Torah) — this is the beginning and foundation of all Torah
and mitzvot.

Since Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He, are one, Hashem
(from the outset) makes a covenant with Israel that unites Him
with Israel (like the union of the two parts of the covenant). In a
revealed way below, this is expressed in practice and revealed by
“you shall therefore keep the words of this covenant,” as Israel
accept upon themselves and fulfill the Torah and mitzvot.
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The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

“This day Hashem your G-d commands you to do these statutes
and judgments, and you shall keep and do them with all your
heart and all your soul.” In such a way that it penetrates them
completely, until it is seen openly in the world how “Hashem has
made you today to be His treasured people ... and to set you high
above all nations that He has made, for praise, fame, and glory.”

)
With this will also be understood in more detail the connection
of Bikkurim to Rashi’s commentary on the verse: “This day
Hashem your G-d commands you” — every day they should be in
your eyes as new, as if on that very day you were commanded.

As stated earlier (section 3), since the purpose of Israel — in
being Bikkurim — is within them themselves, and all is created
for them, it is understood that every detail in a Jew’s life, even
one without revealed connection to Torah, has purpose in itself.

Every moment in time, every point in place, every thought,
speech, or act has a new and complete purpose. On this applies
the obligation: “For my sake the world was created.” This
includes that all matters of the world and all times are
encompassed in that single moment.

From this it is understood: the power to make Torah and mitzvos
each day be in your eyes as new, even if he did the same service
yesterday, comes specifically from Israel (Bikkurim).

Since all matters of the world are not ends for themselves, but
only means for Israel and Torah, it is possible that a day or
moment continues the work of the previous or prepares for the
next. But Israel have the power to make every day truly new.

A true renewal — like the creation every day and moment ex
nihilo by Hashem Himself. Thus every new moment becomes a
new beginning in service of Torah and mitzvos, encompassing
all his service until its end.
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Similarly, only Israel have the power to bring renewal even in
Torah itself (since they preceded it), until it effects renewal in
the learner himself — that he becomes a truly new person through
his Torah study. Every day and moment — in a new manner.

()
With this will also be understood the explanation of the name of
the portion “Tavo.” Although “when you come (into the land)” is
a preparation for fulfilling the mitzvos upon entering Eretz
Yisrael, yet as an act and order of service of the Jewish people,
in the word “Tavo” itself there is a purpose of its own.
That is, in this detail is included all aspects of service — not only
as preparation for what comes after. This is also the meaning of
the word “Tavo” itself: even at the beginning of a Jew’s service,
when he has only reached “Tavo,” before mitzvah performance,
he must enter it inwardly.
Knowing that in the “Tavo” itself is expressed the purpose of his
service at that moment, which includes and grants the strength
for the later service — “you shall inherit it and dwell in it,” the
mitzvah of Bikkurim and its declaration, until the covenant in
the continuation of the portion.

Furthermore, the name of the portion “Tavo” hints that the
“coming” is in a sure way — it is not speaking of a command to
enter, but that it will certainly be. “And it shall be when you
come” means with certainty, even immediately fulfilled, until the
mitzvah of Bikkurim is performed at once.

()

Concerning the above, there is a special connection with the
month of Elul — the time of soul-accounting for the year past and
preparation for the coming year. Elul, acronym of “Ani leDodi
veDodi 1i,” is a time when every Jew feels close to Hashem, a
closeness bound with love, as stressed in the expression “Dodi.”
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As in the well-known parable of the Alter Rebbe: In Elul, the
King is in the field, and then all who wish may approach Him.
He receives them with a pleasant countenance and a smiling
face, and each can request whatever he needs.

This emphasizes even more the theme of Bikkurim — the union
of Israel with Hashem through closeness and love, regardless of
one’s revealed state. It is not conditioned on Torah knowledge or
mitzvah observance — whoever wishes may approach, and
Hashem receives all graciously.

This expresses the essential greatness of Israel — as “Reishis
tevuasoh” of Hashem — bound with Him in deep love, regardless
of external standing. This is especially stressed since “Ani
leDodi” begins with Ani — the essence of the Jew, who from his
own being connects with Dodi.

As it is written: “As water reflects face to face, so the heart of
man to man.” When the lower heart longs in love for the Higher
Man — “Ani leDodi” — this brings the response “Dodi 1i,”
Hashem’s love to Israel.

This power in the Jew (as he is in the state of Ani) to act and
even to arouse the “Dodi li” expresses his being Bikkurim,
standing before Hashem. To avoid “bread of shame,” this is
revealed through his service in the world below that conceals
G-dliness.
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Until this brings completeness in Torah observance — alluded to
in the five acronyms of Elul: Torah, Avodah, Gemilus Chasadim,
Teshuvah, and Geulah. As hinted in the word “Lev” (gematria
32), corresponding to the 22 letters of Torah drawn through the
10 powers of the soul, uniting Israel, Torah, and Hashem as one.

()
And from this there is the instruction for actual practice —
regarding the soul-accounting that every person must conduct in
the month of Elul, on the work of the year that has passed, in
order to complete what is lacking or what was not done in
wholeness; and also to arrange the proper preparations for the
service of the coming year:

Considering that each and every Jew is “first-fruits” whom they
need to bring before Hashem your G-d in the Beis HaMikdash,
and this must permeate his entire life, also in his mundane
matters — not only on Shabbos and festivals, not only in Elul and
Tishrei (which is filled with festivals128), but throughout the
entire year — it is understood how much he must be careful in
everything he does.

Even when speaking about a single thought, speech, or deed that
seems of little importance compared to his other thoughts,
words, or deeds — when he contemplates this properly, that also
this thought, speech, or deed is part of “first-fruits” that are
brought to the Beis HaMikdash, before Hashem your G-d — and
the Kohen that will be in those days supervises every one of his
movements — certainly he will strive and strengthen himself that
even the smallest thing, every single detail in his conduct, he
will do with full attention and care.
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And if this is so for the entire year, then how much more must
there be stronger responsibility and carefulness — together with
the merit — as we stand in the month of Elul, the month of
accounting for the entire year that has passed, and the month of
preparation for the entire coming year; especially in the last
twelve days of Elul which correspond to the twelve months, a
day for each month129, it is even more understood how much
one must treasure every moment of the day (as it corresponds to
an entire month), in making the proper soul-accounting and
preparation for the coming year!

And especially that in addition to the month of special merit of
Elul — this is in the year 5751, the acronym “It will be a year of
wonders I will show you,” and preparation for the year 5752, the
acronym “It will be a year of wonders in everything.” And one
may add: with the quality of binah in comparison to chochmah
(seeing, I will show you), and the connection of the two together
— “understand with wisdom and be wise with understanding,” as
explained in many places130.

And in addition to one’s own service in all the above, one must
also see to influence other Jews around him that they too should
do their service in wholeness in the month of Elul, and in the
days of Selichos, and afterwards also in the month of Tishrei.

And moreover, the main thing — to again arouse the effort to
provide the needs of the festival for all who are in need of it, and
before that — the needs of Rosh HaShanah (“Eat rich foods, drink
sweet drinks, and send portions to those who have nothing
prepared”131), and likewise in the intervening days and
throughout the entire month of Tishrei.

(™)
In all the above there is also a special lesson regarding the
redemption, which must come immediately, literally at once
(according to all the signs): the completeness of “You shall come
into the land” (and the fulfillment of the mitzvah of bringing the
first-fruits in the literal sense) will be in the true and complete
redemption, as it was “in the days of your going out from the
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land of Egypt” (Michah 7:15), as spoken of in the section of the
first-fruits.

Since this is the most essential matter that the time itself has
caused — for according to all the signs, the redemption should
have come already long ago — it is understood that the “And you
shall answer and you shall say before Hashem your G-d,” and
particularly in the month of Elul, when anyone who wants is
permitted to greet His presence, and He receives them all with a
pleasant countenance and shows a smiling face to all — there
must be especially the request (aloud) “Until when?!” ... that the
redemption should already come in actual reality!

And since the “And you shall answer and you shall say” comes
from a Jew who is “first-fruits” to Hashem, completely one with
the Holy One, blessed be He, and the “And you shall answer and
you shall say” is stated “before Hashem your G-d” (which also
means “before” — in His innermost, as explained above) — it is
understood that the “And you shall answer and you shall say”
has the power to bring the redemption in actuality [just as the
“And we cried out to Hashem” (Devarim 26:7) in the exile of
Egypt, “and Hashem heard our voice... and He took us out with
a strong hand... and He brought us... and He gave us this
land”], until even more — that “before they call I will answer”
(Yeshayahu 65:24): since there exists the reality of the one who
calls (the Jew), and he is in the state of “they will call,” the Holy
One, blessed be He, does not wait until the call will actually be
uttered, but rather “before they call I will answer.”

To exile, and not with our will do we go out from the exile, but
with the will of Hashem etc.” — this speaks as if a Jew is with a
personal will (“our will,” which is separate, G-d forbid, from the
will of Hashem) in this physical world in weekday deeds and so
forth;

7''o2

"DV °3 - X ATV MRY 227 TAVI WY 12
197 7123 127 7971% 7R 07T 0107 22
,"TPROR 17197 DR PIIY 13 — 21 7T

YTV R 23 PRYI WRD 2198 WN3 0799
nis) 0’19 73032 072 N 23R XIT) 132 °2p07
TR NPE? 1% — "0727 Nipniv o019 AN
7R3 122 Riapy .12 T (27 21P2) nYR2
Wnn Syoa!

"OPNIR RTY TR X3 "RIR 7NV L0
WM LRI T2 “WTRD oy "I R9D L'
W92 2713) "PRYY NI °197 M8 "D
D°ITY 130 — (°¥7 12132, Inrm93 - 7197
3] P¥52 T2RAT DY X°2T7 1153 W RN

DY ' YW 080 N33 1337 98 pYRng
N 137 1971 93 132N "3 7RI T3 1KY A 0P
"IN IR DY — A A0 TYL["NRTT PN
LOTM) RIPT MR¥RT AY nivg 134"y
RITTN2WITRT TR, "INRIT 23032 RYRI RIM)
WP DY RPN, 2992 TRD MANY T Iy
TIYR I

"5 77 7172 RPN ,NI307 RXI 13102 KD M9i?
073 1% QY REHITANY 93 270 71 g —
0%7iva (7 7172 0ivY on 7793 RINY ,"131%)
1) [1797 "Wyn=] on7 173 Ry A

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

22


http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

The Rebbe

Sichas Nun Alef
Parshas Ki Savo

But as a Jew is one with the Holy One, blessed be He, and
especially in the month of Elul (when there is the state of “I am
to my Beloved and my Beloved is to me”) he does not have his
private will, but in the language of the Mishnah — “Make His
will like your will so that He will make your will like His will” —
the will of Hashem is the will of the Jew, and the will of the Jew
is the will of Hashem.

He has the power to cause that the Holy One, blessed be He,
cancel the exile and bring the redemption immediately in
actuality! The matter of exile is not relevant to the Jewish people
at all. Since the place of the Jew is — at the table of his Father,
before Hashem your G-d in the Beis HaMikdash.

And this that Hashem made exile was only in order to arouse the
service of the Jew, to reveal in the world how he is “first-fruits”
to Hashem, and how Israel and the Holy One, blessed be He, are
completely one, and through this to nullify immediately the
exile, and to bring out all the good and lofty matters that are in
exile, until to make from “exile” (galus) “redemption” (geulah) —
through revealing the alef of the Master of the world — the
supernal intention — in exile, the advantage of teshuvah that
comes through the descent in exile.

And although “I will sin and I will return” etc. — they do not give
him the chance to do teshuvah — still, the Holy One, blessed be
He, sent the Jewish people into exile (not with our will did we
go into exile, as mentioned above), but this came through “an
awesome plot against mankind,” only in order to elevate the
Jewish people higher.

And therefore, through the “And you shall answer and you shall
say” of the Jew, he has the power to nullify the concealment and
the temporary descent of exile, and to bring in the alef — the
Master of the world — to reveal within this — the true and
complete redemption.

And may it be the will, that through the “And you shall answer
and you shall say” of the Jew, who asks and cries to the Holy
One, blessed be He: Please have mercy and already take out the
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Jewish people from the exile, and already bring the true and
complete redemption through our righteous Moshiach —

And may it be the will of Hashem that this effect its action, and

bring the redemption immediately, literally at once, and all the NY R°277,IN799 DX Yy Amw avon 19 1
Jewish people and each and every one of Israel will go — “You TIR"D2) ORI T332 921 ,Wnn T3 90 7R
shall come into the land that Hashem your G-d gives you as an WK YIRT 98 Rian — 0°0%i0 PR 10w
inheritance, and you shall possess it and dwell in it, and you DORYY A2 AWM ARYIM 770 77 1031 TR0
shall take from the first of all the fruit of the ground...” And you = "R DI, "R TR 28 99 RN
shall answer and you shall say — that it will be immediately, Wnn T A0 Y.

literally at once.

[NOTE Summary

The discourse begins by establishing that Bikkurim represents the overall purpose of Torah and mitzvos: that a Jew, as a
soul in a body within this world, feels and reveals that he is “first fruits”—bound to Hashem in oneness. This bond is
eternal and essential, reflecting the truth that Isracl and Hashem are “all one.”

From there, the Rebbe analyzes the text of Mikra Bikkurim, showing that the declaration encompasses the whole history
of the Jewish people: descent to Egypt, exile, oppression, and redemption. Even before Matan Torah, the Jewish people
already embodied the level of Bikkurim. This is further emphasized by Yaakov Avinu and his children, whose
proclamation of Shema revealed their complete unity with Hashem.

The discussion extends to the halachos of Bikkurim, such as the vessels in which they are brought—whether golden
baskets of the wealthy or simple wicker of the poor. Here the Rebbe reveals the deeper truth: the Jew is a “first fruit” even
as a soul in a simple vessel, even when clothed in the limitations of body, world, and even poverty of daas. Through
Torah—Ietters, vowels, and musical notes—the inner oneness is expressed in the fullness of Bikkurim.

The Rebbe then connects Bikkurim to the covenant of the parsha, where Isracl and Hashem unite in an eternal bond. This
leads to a re-reading of Rashi’s comment on “Today Hashem commands you,” that every day Torah and mitzvos must feel
as brand new. A Jew, as Bikkurim, reveals the ultimate purpose of each detail, time, and moment: every thought, word,
and deed is itself an end and a creation, not only a means. Thus, each day must be experienced as a new beginning.

From this flows the deeper meaning of “Ki Savo”—that even the entry itself is a purpose and fulfillment, not just a
preparation. Entering, even before performing, is itself avodah.

The Rebbe then turns to Elul: Ani L’Dodi V’Dodi Li. Elul is the time when the King is in the field, accessible to every Jew
without condition. This expresses the essence of Bikkurim: the Jew’s essential love and closeness to Hashem,
unconditional and independent of revealed status. The avodah of Elul, the cheshbon hanefesh of the past year, and
preparation for the coming year, highlights the Jew’s essence as Bikkurim. Each moment is precious, especially the final
12 days of Elul, corresponding to the 12 months.

Finally, the Rebbe applies all this to Geulah. Just as Bikkurim concludes with entering the land and settling it, so too the
ultimate completion of Bikkurim is the true and complete redemption through Moshiach. The cry of the Jew, “And you
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shall answer and say,” must be raised with urgency: Ad Masai?! Demanding redemption reveals the essential unity of Jew
and Hashem, capable of drawing down Geulah even before the words leave our lips—terem yikra 'u vaAni e’eneh.

Practical Takeaway

Every Jew is Bikkurim: inherently first, inherently one with Hashem, and infinitely precious regardless of outward
circumstance. In Elul, each of us must perform a true cheshbon hanefesh, recognizing that every single thought, word, or
action carries ultimate purpose. With this awareness, we must elevate each moment into Bikkurim—dedicated to Hashem
with our fullest care and joy. Above all, we must cry out and demand Geulah, internalizing that the power to bring
redemption lies within the Jew’s declaration, as Hashem responds instantly to our call.

Chassidic Story

In the final years of his leadership, the Rebbe would often conclude farbrengens in Elul with heartfelt urgency, declaring
that all preparations had been completed and Moshiach must come now. On one such occasion (Elul 5751), the Rebbe
urged Chassidim to cry out “Ad Masai” with a full voice and to live with the awareness that we are Bikkurim, chosen and
united with Hashem beyond condition. Those present recall how the Rebbe’s words electrified the room—his cry was not
only instruction but embodiment: he lived the oneness of Jew and Hashem in every breath. This story reflects the
discourse itself: that a Jew’s declaration, especially in Elul, carries the power to bring Geulah immediately.

TPX (Therapeutic-Psychological Integration)

This discourse can be reframed as a deep psychological map of the self. At its core, the mitzvah of Bikkurim—the offering
of the first fruits—symbolizes not just an agricultural ritual but the human experience of identifying one’s essence and
bringing it forward.

1. Identity as “First Fruits.”

The Rebbe explains that every Jew is, in truth, Bikkurim—not defined by their external circumstances but by an
unshakable core identity that precedes even Torah and mitzvos. Psychologically, this means that a person’s worth is not
dependent on performance, achievement, or learnedness. Even one who has never yet studied or observed openly carries
an essential self that is whole and connected. This is profoundly healing for those who struggle with feelings of
inadequacy or shame: their core self is already “first fruits,” inherently precious and worthy.

2. Life’s Vessels.

The halachah that Bikkurim must be brought in vessels—golden baskets for the wealthy, wicker for the poor—becomes a
metaphor for the human body, circumstances, and psyche. Some live in “golden vessels,” with mental clarity, privilege, or
ease. Others struggle with “wicker baskets,” the rough edges of poverty, trauma, or limitation. Yet the essence remains
unchanged: what matters is not the vessel but the fruit within. Therapy often seeks to remind the client that even when life
feels like a “wicker basket,” their essence is not diminished.

3. Every Moment as an End in Itself.
The Rebbe emphasizes that each detail—every thought, word, or act—is not just a means but an end. This mirrors a
powerful therapeutic insight: a single small step, a moment of awareness, or an act of kindness carries infinite
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significance. For someone who feels overwhelmed by past failures or anxious about the future, this teaching reframes the
present moment as complete in itself, containing purpose and meaning right now.

4. Renewal and Neuroplasticity.

Rashi’s teaching—“Each day let the mitzvos be new in your eyes”—becomes a psychological model for resilience and
neuroplasticity. Just as the world is renewed every moment, a person can begin again at any point. Instead of being
trapped by the weight of repetition or old patterns, life can be lived as continual renewal. Every day, every moment, is a
new opportunity to start fresh, to create new neural pathways and habits.

5. Elul and the “King in the Field.”

The Alter Rebbe’s mashal of “the King in the field” resonates psychologically as an image of accessibility and
unconditional acceptance. Hashem is not distant in a palace, demanding perfection before approach. He is present,
available, approachable. Psychologically, this models the secure base in attachment theory: the ability to turn to a loving
presence without fear of rejection. In therapeutic terms, it validates the possibility of finding acceptance and love even
when one feels unworthy.

6. Trauma and Redemption.

The discourse culminates in the cry for Geulah, not as a passive hope but as an urgent demand: Ad Masai?!
Psychologically, this parallels the move from resignation to agency. In trauma recovery, one learns not to silently endure
exile but to voice the demand for liberation. The act of “answering and saying before Hashem” reflects reclaiming one’s
voice, naming the pain, and insisting on change. Redemption, in therapy, is when the hidden self is revealed and the
person steps into life fully alive and free.

Story

A young woman, raised in a harsh and neglectful environment, once told her therapist: “I feel like I came into the world
already broken. Everyone else is golden, and I’m just scraps.” The therapist paused, and then asked her to imagine
bringing a rough wicker basket filled with fresh fruit to someone who loved her. “Would they care about the basket,” he
asked, “or the fruit inside?” She smiled for the first time in weeks. Slowly she came to see that her essence was not
defined by the vessel of her past or the scars she carried. She began to believe that she, too, was “first fruits”—worthy,
whole, and deeply loved.

END NOTE]

Powered By: ChassidusNow.com

26


http://chassidusnow.com/donate
http://chassidusnow.com

	TPX (Therapeutic-Psychological Integration)​This discourse can be reframed as a deep psychological map of the self. At its core, the mitzvah of Bikkurim—the offering of the first fruits—symbolizes not just an agricultural ritual but the human experience of identifying one’s essence and bringing it forward. 

