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The talk of Shabbos Parshas Lech Lecha, the 11th of Mar-Cheshvan, 1992.

Introduction

This Maamer from the Lubavitcher Rebbe, based on Lech Lecha, opens with the Divine call to Avraham: “Go
forth from your land, from your birthplace, and from your father’s house.” The Rebbe explains that these words
are not only historical but an eternal instruction for every Jew. Each person must undergo a personal Lech

Lecha—a departure from familiar limits and ingrained habits, journeying toward the self that G-d reveals. This

movement is the foundation of spiritual growth, Torah study, and the mission of the Jewish people to transform
the world into a dwelling for the Divine.

(®)

Parshas Lech Lecha is a general and fundamental Parsha: in this
Parsha begins the era of Avraham Avinu, the first Jew, starting
with the first command of the Holy One, blessed be He, to
Avraham: “And Hashem said to Avram, Go for yourself from
your land, from your birthplace, and from your father’s house,
to the land that I will show you.”

And afterward, the Parsha continues about Avraham’s journey
and travels to the Land of Israel, and the promise of the Holy
One, blessed be He, to give Avraham and his descendants the
Land of Israel: “To your seed I will give this land,” “To you I
will give it and to your seed forever,” and the Covenant
Between the Parts—“On that day Hashem made a covenant
with Avram, saying: To your seed I have given this land,” etc.

And until the end of the Parsha—it discusses the command
regarding the mitzvah of circumcision and Avraham Avinu’s
fulfillment of this mitzvah, through which a covenant was
established between the Children of Israel and the Holy One,
blessed be He: “This is My covenant... between Me and you
and your descendants after you... My covenant shall be in your
flesh as an everlasting covenant.”

Since these matters in the Parsha—“Go for yourself from your
land...” the promise of the Holy One, blessed be He, regarding
the Land of Israel, and the mitzvah of circumcision—are the
first matters (in the Torah) in the service of Avraham Avinu, the
first Jew, from whom the entire Jewish people derive their
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source—it is understood that they express the general content of
the entire Torah and Judaism.

()
Since with Avraham Avinu began the period called “the two
thousand years of Torah,” Avraham initiated the preparation for
the Giving of the Torah. Moreover, from him there began the
very beginning of the Giving of the Torah itself, as explained in
the writings of the Arizal.
More specifically, this began with the command of Hashem to
Avraham Avinu, “Go for yourself from your land...” to the land
that I will show you.” Therefore, the Torah does not relate
(except for a few brief details) about the deeds of Avraham
Avinu before his coming to the Land of Israel. The main
narrative of his actions begins with the command “Go for
yourself from your land...” and how he came to the Land of
Israel (when Avraham was seventy-five years old), as is
explained at length in the discourses of Chassidus.
And it is necessary to understand: Every matter in the Torah
(from the word hora’ah, instruction) is an eternal directive for
all times and in all places in the service of the Jewish people.
What is the directive in the service of the Jewish people after the
Giving of the Torah from the verse “Go for yourself from your
land...”—an event that took place once, serving as preparation
for the Giving of the Torah? At first glance, “what
happened—happened”!
The answer: To say that Avraham’s service of “Go for yourself”
was only a preparation and empowerment for the service after
the Giving of the Torah is not sufficient, for that is not an active
directive in the actual service of the Jewish people after the
Giving of the Torah.
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Furthermore, every year, when we read a Parsha in the Torah,
one must live with it anew—certainly since “each day they
should be as new in your eyes,” how much more so at the
specific time in the year when we read that Parsha publicly in
the Torah with blessings before and after it. For at that time, the
very matters spoken of in the Parsha return and reoccur in the
world, in a manner similar to how they first took place.

On the contrary—with even greater intensity and strength
(following the principle that “in holiness one ascends”).
Accordingly, it follows that on Shabbos Parshas Lech Lecha,
every single year, the concept of “Go for yourself...” is renewed
as the preparation and beginning for the Giving of the Torah,
with an additional elevation compared to all previous years’
preparations.

Yet it requires explanation: what is the meaning of this
preparation for the Giving of the Torah now—when we already
stand after the Giving of the Torah? And not only after the
preparation and beginning of the Giving of the Torah, but even
after the full completion and perfection of the Giving of the
Torah!

Moreover, the concept of the Giving of the Torah exists every
single day, as we say “the Giver of the Torah” in the present
tense. And as our Sages teach, “Each day they should be as new
in your eyes,” and even more so—“new.”

Based on the above-mentioned principle that “in holiness one
ascends,” it is understood that each day’s renewal must reach a
higher level than before.

If so, after all the ascents within the matter of the Giving of the
Torah—day after day, and in addition, in a special way each year
(when we read about the Giving of the Torah in the Torah
portions of Yisro and Va’eschanan, and all the more so during
the time of “the season of the Giving of our Torah”)—

After ascents upon ascents, throughout the vast multitude of
days, years, and generations—what then is the meaning of “Go
for yourself” as a preparation for the Giving of the Torah?
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It cannot be said that the service of “Go for yourself” as
preparation for the Giving of the Torah applies only to those who
lack in their service related to the Giving of the Torah—for the
revelations and effects of the Ten Commandments at the Giving
of the Torah (at that first time, and likewise each year) were not
dependent on the spiritual level of the Jewish people.

For the revelation at the Giving of the Torah, by its very essence,
affected the entire world: “No bird chirped, no fowl flew,” and
all the more so in each and every Jew—until, with each Divine
utterance, “their souls flew from their bodies,” which shows that
they reached the ultimate perfection of their service as souls
within bodies; and therefore their souls departed.

(*
One can explain the essential point of this matter as follows:
Since the Giving of the Torah occurs anew every day and every
year on a higher level—until it becomes truly “new” relative to
the Giving of the Torah of the previous time [and this is
emphasized particularly in the idea of “Go for yourself,” the
preparation for the Giving of the Torah, which must be a true
journey, meaning incomparable to one’s previous state, as will
be explained below]—therefore, on this day and in this year,
there must be a service of “Go for yourself” as preparation and
introduction for the Giving of the Torah of this very day and this
very year.
And as is emphasized also in our Sages’ statement mentioned
above: “On every utterance [of the Ten Commandments] their
souls flew from their bodies, and after each utterance He
restored them with the dew with which He will revive the dead,”
and that dew is the dew of Torah.

After their souls flew out at the first utterance—since they
reached perfection in their service as a soul within a
body—through that dew of resurrection (Torah), their souls were
given a new and higher mission; therefore, “He revived them”
again as souls in bodies. Similarly after the second utterance,
and so on—each time rising higher and higher.
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Furthermore, this “revival” was specifically through the dew of
resurrection—the very dew that will in the future revive the
dead—indicating the higher level of Torah of the future, the
“new Torah” that will be revealed in the time to come, as will be
explained below.

(7
One can say on a deeper level that the ongoing need—even after
the Giving of the Torah—for the service of “Go for yourself” (as
preparation for the Giving of the Torah) is not only because there
must be preparation for ever-higher levels in the Giving of the
Torah (as mentioned above), but because “Go for yourself”
touches upon the very essence of the perfection of the Giving of
the Torah itself, and on every level within it.
This can be understood by first introducing a similar question
regarding what is stated in our Parsha about Avraham’s journey
and entrance into the Land of Israel—*“the land that I will show
you”—and Hashem’s promise to give it to Avraham and his
descendants.

Since the matter of Avraham’s journey and entrance into the
Land of Israel, and the giving of the Land to him and to his
descendants, recurs and increases every year when we read this
Parsha, the question arises:

After the Holy One, blessed be He, has already given the Land
of Israel to the Children of Israel—as the verse says, “To your
seed I have given this land,” using the past tense (“I have given,”
meaning it is already theirs)—how can there still be a renewed
giving each year?

And especially according to the commentators who explain that
through Avraham’s fulfilling of the command ““Arise, walk
through the land, its length and breadth,” he performed an act of
chazakah (taking possession), thereby acquiring the Land of
Israel for his descendants as an everlasting inheritance.
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And all the more so after the fact that the Jewish people already
entered and actually conquered the Land of Israel—first in the
initial conquest (the conquest under Yehoshua) and afterward in
the second conquest (the conquest under Ezra)—

what connection does there remain today to the narrative in our
Parsha about Avraham’s departure from “your land” and his
journey to “the land that I will show you,” and about Hashem
granting him the Land of Israel? These events seemingly took
place long ago and do not repeat themselves anymore.

This question becomes even stronger in the later generations of
exile: In the early generations of exile, one could answer that the
concept of “Go for yourself from your land... to the land that I
will show you” refers to the spiritual service of “Make here the
Land of Israel”—transforming the Diaspora and elevating it into
Eretz Yisrael.

However, after so many generations of such spiritual
work—transforming exile into holiness—although the overall
task has not yet been completely finished (for the proof is that
Moshiach has not yet come), we have already gone far beyond
the beginning stages of this mission of transforming the outside
world into “the Land of Israel.”

And all the more so, since we already stand far beyond the initial
stage of “leaving your land” and only then “going to the
land”—meaning the labor of transforming the place itself into
holiness and turning the world into a dwelling place for Hashem.

G))

The explanation in this is as follows: When the Holy One,
blessed be He, gave the Land of Israel to Avraham at the
Covenant Between the Parts—*“To your seed I have given this
land” (in the past tense, “I have already given”)—He in fact
gave him all ten lands, not only the seven nations (the Hittite,
etc.), but also the three—"“the Kenite, the Kenizzite, and the
Kadmonite.”
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However, in revealed actuality He only gave them the seven
nations, while the other three are destined to be inherited in the
future—in the days of the King Moshiach. Yet Hashem gave
everything at once; only in the fulfillment of this matter in the
physical world are there stages, just as even the conquest of the
seven nations did not occur immediately in Avraham’s time but
later, and not all at once, rather in gradual stages.

[Even if we would say that concerning the three lands it was
only a promise for the future, and that in practice only seven
nations were given while the three would be inherited in the
future—the idea remains that the inheritance of these three lands
relates to the completion and perfection of the conquest of the
entire Land of Israel, including the seven nations. Then the
conquest of even the seven nations themselves will reach greater
perfection, especially since they form the majority of the ten.]
From this we understand that since, even in the time of
Yehoshua, during the First Temple and in the time of Ezra, the
people held (at most) only the seven lands and not the three
(Kenite, Kenizzite, and Kadmonite)—as reflected halachically in
the laws of the Cities of Refuge (as ruled by the Rambam: there
were six cities, three that Moshe set aside across the Jordan and
three that Yehoshua set aside in the Land of Canaan, and in the
days of Moshiach three more will be added in the lands of the
Kenite, Kenizzite, and Kadmonite)—therefore, the possession of
the Land of Israel is still lacking perfection, even regarding the
seven lands.

And just as this is true regarding the Land of Israel itself, so too
concerning the people of Israel within the Land: Even after the
conquest, at no point in time were all of its inhabitants settled
upon it (which is necessary for the laws of Yovel to apply).
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Moreover, even within the term “all its inhabitants upon it”
itself, there are levels. For although, according to halacha
(regarding the laws of Yovel), “all its inhabitants upon it” refers
to all Jews of that generation (as was in the time of Yehoshua
and most of the First Temple), in the future era, when it will
truly be “all its inhabitants upon it,” this will include not only
the Ten Tribes who were exiled beyond the Sambatyon River but
all Jews from all generations.

And likewise, the perfection of the Land itself—when all ten
lands will be included—will bring about greater perfection in
“all 1ts inhabitants upon it,” meaning literally al/l.

Q)
Based on all this, we can understand how the matter in our
Parsha—*"“Go for yourself from your land... to the land that I
will show you,” and the acquisition of the Land through his
walking along its length and breadth—applies even now. Since
the three lands of the Kenite, Kenizzite, and Kadmonite have not
yet been received in actuality, and consequently, the ultimate
perfection of “all its inhabitants upon it”"—all Jews of all
generations—has not yet been attained in the complete and true
Redemption, it follows that we still stand within the essence of
the acquisition of the Land.
For at that time even the acquisition of the seven lands is not yet
in its ultimate perfection. Therefore, the call “Go for yourself
from your land...” remains—so that the Jewish people from all
places and all generations will go from the Diaspora to “the land
that I will show you,” and will acquire the Land of Israel in its
complete perfection, all ten lands.
And since we await him every day that he should come (“I await
his coming every day”), therefore the yearning of the Jewish
people throughout all generations has always been that “Go for
yourself from your land... to the land that I will show you”
should be fulfilled, and that we should merit to inherit all ten
lands.
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Furthermore, this matter is even more relevant in our own
generation and in our own time—as has been said many times:
all deadlines have passed; my father-in-law, the Rebbe, of
sainted memory, announced that the Jewish people have already
done teshuvah and “polished the buttons.” According to all the
signs, our generation is the last of exile and, consequently, the
first of Redemption.

Accordingly, it is clear that this is a matter in which “the time
has come”—to actually prepare for “Go for yourself from your
land... to the land that I will show you,” immediately and
literally, and to acquire the Land of Israel in its perfection—all
ten lands, the eternal inheritance of the Jewish people,
bequeathed to us by our forefathers since the Covenant Between
the Parts.

And the novelty now will be that these three lands will be
received peacefully and pleasantly, for in that time (in the days
of Moshiach) “nation will not lift sword against nation,” and the
nations of the world themselves will willingly hand them over to
the Jewish people.

()
In a similar way, we can also explain the concept of “Lech
Lecha” as a preparation and beginning for the Giving of the
Torah. Since the ultimate perfection of the Giving of the Torah
will be in the complete and true Redemption—when the Land of
Israel will be in full completion, all ten lands (as mentioned
earlier)—with the revelation of “a new Torah will come forth
from Me,” it follows that, relative to the perfection of the future
Giving of the Torah (for “the Torah that a person learns in this
world is vanity compared to the Torah of Moshiach,” and how
much more so compared to the “new Torah that will come forth
from Me”), we are still now within the stage of preparation for
that, the preparation of “Lech Lecha.”
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In other words, the preparation of “Lech Lecha” relates not only TI7 P RY Nyl Y777 YW naogaw ,niva
to the Giving of the Torah that takes place every day—each day ai*n i 7781 1982 o HI2 W WK 77IR 1n
on a higher level than the previous one, as mentioned NV RO — PY21 — 03 KON 27 127132 ,079P0
above—but, above all, it serves as the preparation for receiving XY ,RI2% TNYL IYTna n0ing n22R% 7202
the new Torah of the future era, which will be utterly beyond *199Y 77IR 1AR2Y NIHYT 937 a7 T XY
comparison to all previous elevations of the Giving of the Torah. hig
)

The connection between the acquisition of the ten lands and the
Giving of the Torah—and the preparation for it expressed in
“Lech Lecha”—can be understood by first explaining that “Lech
Lecha from your land...” marks the beginning of the work of
preparation for the Giving of the Torah.

The novelty of the Giving of the Torah is that at that time, the

771A 100 Y NIRRT WY IR W N
N7iy ¥ AN7NR X TR 777,792
7R 1AR7 NI,

union between the higher and lower realms was accomplished, 2% 207 DYDY LRI 7730 10 DY vITng
through the nullification of the decree that the higher should not X7 0039°%yaY 77137 2I023) 0°3iAnn) 0%y
descend below and the lower should not ascend above. Hence, L,(@3P9y% 1%y K2 0°1iAnn) 0°1iAnAR 177
Divine levels entirely beyond the world were drawn down into 023V 1 77907 07 1Y MIPhRa niaTY
the lower realms, allowing created beings to unite with the °1iP0A2 12YRI.
higher worlds.

oy TIRNT? DNIWHRI 1 DIANAT 0RIATY
D nWa 0272 NIRT avp oY ,00hy
TIRY 7Y LIYITR DY YO MW vamd Ay
inmyy? 2 7T — o1iAgRa T 2 AT
71207,

Through fulfilling the mitzvos with physical objects, the
material becomes an object of holiness, until a dwelling place
for G-d Himself is made in the lowest realm—a dwelling place
for His very Essence.

This began with the command and mission given to Avraham: .
— D3R 2W IN¥R T oy ong A T

YIRT 28 TN 0023 ART20 TEIWR 77779
T2 DI%R OPR OTOY TR VIR W
> YD 1R7TR)).

“Go forth from your land, from your birthplace, and from your
father’s house, to the land that I will show you.” Especially, it
was achieved through fulfilling the mitzvah of circumcision (as
explained later in section 10).

Even before “Lech Lecha” (when Avraham was seventy-five 12 DR 7 WRD) T ¥R 777177 0P 03
years old), Avraham already served G-d in his land, birthplace, ,XX2 IN792Y N O77AR T2y (MY A"y
and father’s house, in an exalted manner: he recognized his NX 737 RIT — 7793 198,102 N1 LInT2im
Creator, served Him, and publicized G-dliness throughout the 79Rm7,07992 NIPYR apI9Y ,awn Y T2y ,ixTia
world, even at the cost of self-sacrifice—as expressed in the test oW 19°912 03 M2 77 RAY D) WO NON
of the fiery furnace in Ur Kasdim. 732 7N UKD W2I).
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As the Rambam elaborates on the greatness of Avraham’s
service even before the command of “Lech Lecha”: “When this
mighty one was weaned, he began to reflect... until he attained
the way of truth... and began to stand and proclaim in a loud
voice to all the world that there is one G-d who created
everything, and that He alone is worthy of worship.”
Furthermore, note the precision of the term Eisan
(mighty)—from the root meaning strength and
firmness—indicating that Avraham stood with steadfast strength
against the entire world. He was called “Avraham the Ivri,” for
the entire world stood on one side and he on the other, unmoved
by them, even though he was still “Avram” and not yet
“Avraham,” father of a multitude of nations (as explained later).
Until the point that Avraham affected his place itself—that
although it was Charan, from the expression “the wrath of the
Almighty,” he transformed it (through “the souls they made in
Charan”) until it became called by his own name. In the inner
Torah it is explained that “your land,” “your birthplace,” and
“your father’s house” refer to his influence upon his father and
his household, as in the verse “you shall go to your fathers in
peace,” teaching that Terach did teshuvah.

Nevertheless, we see that the Torah does not detail Avraham’s
service until Parshas Lech Lecha. Even what is mentioned at the
end of Noach is brief—his birth and a few other details.

This is because, as explained in several places, until then his
service was such that he and the world around him remained as
two separate existences—spirituality and materiality were
distinct. His divine service was expressed in one of two ways:
either by elevating himself above the world (Avram, “exalted
father”—a level of intellect too sublime to be grasped), or, when
he acted within the world, it remained in its natural state without
uniting with holiness.
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When Avraham fulfilled Hashem’s command “Go forth from
your land, from your birthplace, and from your father’s house to
the land that I will show you,” he freed himself from all previous
limitations and habits—even those of holiness—and nullified the
barrier between the higher and lower realms.

In doing so, he removed the partition and decree separating the D°39°%¥3 12 A1 8°InT 3 a1 7Y
upper and lower realms, and thus began the connection between Jinnny 199y 2Y Mana 2nnm ,00annm
them. By fulfilling Hashem’s command and leaving “your land, R RIT-N27WTR0 N DY ARIW 70N
your birthplace, and your father’s house,” and going “to the land PIRT PR 7271 2R nvam RTinm 93N
that I will show you,” Hashem revealed to him his own true PIa%Y TNIR I7IR) RN — VIR WK
essence. Then, in the physical world, the Divine Essence itself (2°23P7R2) IR AN9ANI — (AR ANINNI)
was revealed. D°1°%y) NOANRT INMEY] NI ININROER).
()

And this is the novelty of “Go forth from your land... to the land
that I will show you”—that Avraham did not suffice with his

previous seventy-five years of divine service, even though it was
exceedingly lofty. Rather, following Hashem’s command, he left
his place, his habits, and his accustomed mode of service, and he

W PN 28 W TR 7270957 WA A
TYH3 INTI2Y2 POART X7 DI7ARY — "IN
A7I2Y ANV X ,nnTiPd MY Wam oovay

aipin Y 7 OMY 207 XPX 02 nul

: 772 REY IM>37m.
went on a journey.

At that point, his service took on the aspect of movement—true ,(779%) 12290 SV 19R32 InTiay nwTon ™)
progress that implies leaving behind every prior level, even of 12 APKRY 72°90 — AT AR 170y
holiness, and transcending all measurement and limitation. D3 AX) 07T 2% nipnen MR ReP RYIIY
Within this itself there were continued stages—journey after 711,772 77T TRvnhY 000 L (AvhTRa
journey—as the verse states, “And Avram journeyed, continually NIy O NID°H5 YW noWnT 19¥8 A0 — XOA!
traveling.” ™ yio1 7127 07AR YOI, AT MR 7307
This applied in both directions: from below to above—he rose 10 YIRAY 790 Tundn 12 — 00133137 MW
from the land of Charan to the land that Hashem would show ORI PR IR WK PRGN 7Y
him, the land of Israel, and “T will show you” means “T will ;(2°9% 12139) n¥ya IniRe wN92 — TINIR
reveal to you your own self”’; and from above to below—he 7120 79y nivy? P nnny — g n7vnn 1
began uniting the higher and lower worlds, drawing godliness MY 0233 MPYR TWna? ,001Rnn o0aihy
into the material world in a manner infinitely greater than TOR2 3 TRy 1R PRY 1IP0R 0N
before. 12 °39% mOW man (w3 PRY) 0P Agul.
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This was further emphasized later, after fulfilling the mitzvah of
circumcision, through his name being changed from Avram to
Avraham, “for I have made you the father of many nations.”
Before, he was Avram—tfather only to Aram; now he became
Avraham—father to the entire world.

That is, his “movement” in divine service was that he now
refined not only his place—Aram—but the entire world, to the
extent that he became the “father of many nations,” master over
them, even though he was but one and they were
many—surpassing even the previous level of firmness implied in
the name “Eisan.”

These two aspects depend on one another: because Avraham’s
movement in refining the lower realms was
boundless—reaching even the lowest levels—this brought about
a corresponding ascent within him, “I will show you,” meaning,
“I will reveal you to yourself.”

Conversely, it is precisely through ascending ever higher that
one can refine even the lowest and coarsest levels. Ultimately,
the higher and lower realms unite—as occurred perfectly at
Matan Torah, for which Lech Lecha served as preparation.

This also explains why Parshas Lech Lecha is the third portion
in the Torah—the “third” in the “threefold Torah.” Its theme is
preparation for Matan Torah, tied to the middle line that
connects higher and lower realms.

Bereishis, the first portion, relates to the upper worlds—it speaks
of creation by Hashem. Noach, the second, relates to the lower
realms—their refinement through Noach and the Flood. Lech
Lecha, the third, joins them together, uniting upper and lower
worlds as preparation for Matan Torah.
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)
The connection of higher and lower realms in “Lech Lecha” (as
preparation for Matan Torah) found its clearest expression in
Avraham Avinu’s fulfillment of the mitzvah of circumcision.
As explained many times, the power that enables the Jewish
people to perform mitzvos after Matan Torah, in a way that
sanctity permeates and becomes fixed within the physical
objects used for the mitzvah, originates from the mitzvos
performed by the Patriarchs before Matan Torah—*“the deeds of
the fathers are a sign for the children.”
This was especially true of Avraham’s mitzvah of circumcision,
for its sanctity remained in the physical organ even after the act,
unlike the other mitzvos of the Patriarchs which were
“fragrant”—their holiness did not endure physically.
Therefore, Avraham said to Eliezer, “Place your hand under my
thigh,” so that his oath would be made while holding a sacred
object—for before Matan Torah no other mitzvah retained its
sanctity after performance.
Since this mitzvah resembled those given after Matan Torah, it
linked all of the Patriarchs’ mitzvos to the later ones, ensuring
their actions would serve as a sign and source of power for their
descendants.

One reason Hashem chose specifically this mitzvah as the source
of power for all mitzvos after Matan Torah is because through it
a new concept was introduced: the establishment of an eternal,
physical covenant between Hashem and the Jewish body itself.

Moreover, one of the reasons for circumcision is to weaken the
physical coarseness of that organ, which requires special
vigilance. Yet its novelty is that the mitzvah does not merely
remove coarseness, but transforms the organ itself into a sacred
object.

So much so that it becomes an eternal covenant—*“a bris
olam”—Ilasting forever, and even in the sense that it is revealed
to the whole world.
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Since the sanctity and eternity of this mitzvah are drawn even
into the physical body, it reveals more deeply the infinite power
of G-dliness that penetrates even coarse material existence.
Therefore, this mitzvah empowers all mitzvos of the Patriarchs
to become signs for their descendants—giving the strength that
mitzvos after Matan Torah should infuse holiness openly and
inwardly into the material world.

Hence, it was specifically through the fulfillment of this mitzvah
that Hashem changed Avraham’s name from Avram to
Avraham—*“for | have made you the father of many nations.”
For the mitzvah of circumcision grants the power to refine even
the nations of the world, in their physicality and coarseness, until
divine light shines even in the lowest realm, culminating in
“Hashem will be King” in the true and complete redemption.

(®v)
Based on this, we can also understand the connection between
the unification of the higher and lower realms at Matan Torah
(and its preparation through “Lech Lecha” and the mitzvah of
circumcision) and the continuation of that theme—the promise
following “Lech Lecha... to the land that I will show you,”
when Hashem promised and gave the Land of Israel to Avraham
and his descendants forever, culminating in the Covenant
Between the Parts: “To your seed I have given this land.”
The gift of the Land of Israel to Avraham was given so that he
and his descendants would transform and elevate the physical
land, making from it a true “Eretz Yisrael”—a dwelling place for
the Divine within the lowest realms.

Through conquering the Land of Israel and serving Hashem
within it, the Jewish people actualized the essence of Matan
Torah—the joining of the upper and lower realms—by refining
the physical and material world and turning it into a dwelling
place for G-d.

Therefore, the full observance of the mitzvos given at Matan
Torah is achieved specifically in the Land of Israel.
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Accordingly, the promise in our Parsha, “To your seed I will
give this land forever,” grants the power for perfect fulfillment
of the practical mitzvos after Matan Torah, enabling the
refinement and purification of material things.

This, then, is the connection between “Lech Lecha... to the land
that I will show you” (and its completion in the mitzvah of
circumcision) and Avraham’s journey through the Land of Israel
and the promise of that land to him—they are one and the same
process: the empowerment and beginning of the unification of
the higher and lower realms that was fully realized at Matan
Torah.

Just as the mitzvah of circumcision expresses the perfection of
“a dwelling in the lowest realms” within the human body, so too
the Land of Israel expresses this perfection within its portion of
the physical world.

()
From this, we can also understand the meaning of the teaching
that connects the portion of “Lech Lecha” with preparation for
Matan Torah.
Since divine service must always be in a state of movement—of
“walking”—even a boundless ascent (as emphasized in the
concept of “Lech Lecha” itself), this includes also the service of
receiving the Torah.
It therefore follows that there must constantly be a “Lech
Lecha”—a continual preparation and advancement leading
toward the revelation of Matan Torah.
How much more so regarding the lofty and incomparable
revelation of the true and complete redemption. Since “Lech
Lecha” and the conquest of Eretz Yisrael are the preparation and
beginning for Matan Torah—and the completion of Matan Torah
(the full unification of higher and lower realms) depends on
this—it is understood that as long as the conquest of the land is
incomplete (as now, when we do not yet have all ten lands),
there is also a lack in the full realization of Matan Torah and the
complete fulfillment of Torah and mitzvos.
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Only when the command “Lech Lecha... to the land that I will
show you” is completed—when the acquisition of the entire
Land of Israel (all ten lands) is fulfilled—will there also be
complete fulfillment of Torah and mitzvos, “as You desire,” as it
will be in the true and complete redemption.

Therefore, as long as we are still before the redemption, the
command “Lech Lecha... to the land that I will show you,” and
the complete acquisition of Eretz Yisrael (all ten lands),
continues to apply in an actual, practical sense—as preparation
for the perfection of Torah and mitzvos and for the revelation of
“a new Torah will come forth from Me.”

This is in addition to the daily aspect of Matan Torah—*the
Giver of the Torah” (present tense)—which continues each day
in a renewed manner, and which will continue even after the
redemption; therefore, even then, the avodah of “Lech Lecha”
will still apply.

()
The explanation of this also corresponds according to the inner
dimension of the concept:
The conquest of the seven lands alludes to the work of refining
the seven emotional attributes, and the three lands—Keini,
Kenizi, and Kadmoni—correspond to the work with the three
intellectual faculties (Chokhmah, Binah, Daas).
In the present time, Israel received only the seven lands, because
now the primary work is the refinement of the emotional traits;
and the function of the three intellectual faculties is mainly to
influence and refine the emotions.
But in the future era, when all aspects of Divine service will
reach their fullest and most complete expression, the work of the
three intellects will also—and primarily—be a service in its own
right: to unite with G-dliness through the perfect union of the
human mind with the Torah (His wisdom, for He and His
wisdom are one).
Through this (for the Torah and the Holy One, blessed be He, are
entirely one), it becomes revealed that Israel, the Torah, and the
Holy One, blessed be He, are all one.
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From this it is understood that the perfection of Divine
service—including that of the seven emotional traits—comes
precisely when all ten faculties (the three intellects and the seven
emotions) are fully engaged as complete powers in themselves.
In the words of Scripture: “And you shall love the Lord your
G-d with all your heart (the seven emotions), with all your soul
(all ten faculties), and with all your might”—service beyond all
measure and limitation, corresponding to “Lech Lecha,” even
within all ten faculties of man, reaching the level of the true
“me’od.”

The preparation, empowerment, and beginning for this come
from the command in our Parsha—*“Lech Lecha from your
land... to the land that I will show you”—and the giving of the
Land of Israel, all ten lands, which include the completeness of
the Divine service and of the Torah’s revelation.

Beyond the revelation of the intellect within the Torah (as
revealed through the forty-nine gates of understanding in this
world), so too it will be with the revelation of the three intellects
themselves—the fiftieth gate and beyond, as will be revealed in
the “new Torah that shall go forth from Me” in the true and
complete redemption.

Together with this most exalted revelation of the intellect, it will
also extend throughout the entire world, even into this lowest
physical earth (hinted by the letter kuf of “Keini, Kenizi,
Kadmoni” that descends below the line, and three times kuf
signifies firmness), when “the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the sea.”

It can be explained: “Yam” (sea) in gematria is fifty,
corresponding to the revelation of the fiftieth gate; and “mayim”
(waters), in plural, refers to the “public domain” of the earth (the
world of separation), which will be “covered”—meaning it will
be revealed that the entire world is only a secondary covering for
the sea of Torah, the fiftieth gate, “waters without end,” beyond
all measure and limitation.
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(7)

One of the directives in practical terms from the above:

Every single Jew has an obligation of “Lech Lecha” in Torah
study—to expand it, to innovate within the Torah.

Even if a Jew has already learned much Torah, he must always
continue to add to it, even to the point of new insights—since
Torah is without limit: “Its measure is longer than the earth and
broader than the sea.”

Moreover, since it is the wisdom of the Holy One blessed be He,
every concept in Torah itself gives the power to “give birth” to
further new ideas without end.

This “journey” and renewal itself can take on many forms:
progress and innovation of various degrees and levels.

The lesson from “Lech Lecha... to the land that I will show you”
is that it must not be a mere advance, but a true “journey”—one
that transcends all proportion and measure, going completely
beyond his previous state and habits, even those of holiness.

This includes transcending even the former insights he
previously innovated, as well as the modes of thought he used to
think before, until he reaches “the land that I will show
you”—meaning, “I will reveal you to yourself,” your own
essence and being.

There he reveals his full potential, including his hidden powers;
and likewise, within the faculties themselves—not only
revealing the seven emotions and the intellect related to them,
but even the essential intellects.

For it is specifically in this that the true “Lech Lecha... I will
show you” innovation is expressed.

Man’s regular Divine service uses his revealed powers; there is
no novelty in that, for these are his known abilities. Naturally he
is expected to utilize them fully.
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Similarly, even the hidden powers that are close to revelation are
not considered much of an innovation.

The true novelty is when he uncovers within himself (“revealing
you to yourself”’) powers so hidden that no one—not even he
himself—ever imagined they existed, to the point that he
marvels from where such new strengths have come.

When he then utilizes these powers to innovate in Torah, this is
the true “Lech Lecha... to the land that I will show you.”

And just as this applies to one’s own Torah study, so too in the
realm of “raising many students,” including gathering
communities on Shabbos to study Torah—it must likewise be in
a manner of true progress and genuine innovation.

Meaning: beyond the simple understanding that he must
constantly increase in the number of students and not be satisfied
with what he has already accomplished—even if he has already
established many students.

As long as he still has the opportunity to reach even one more
Jew—until every circle within Israel participates in a Torah
class—he must do so, in actual deed.

And what does this come to teach us?

Especially since there are constantly new Bar Mitzvah boys and
Bas Mitzvah girls upon whom one can influence to participate in
Torah study sessions.

And similarly, regarding increasing the quality of learning—with
greater understanding, comprehension, and depth—and even
learning in a new manner, bringing the student to become a true
innovator in Torah—this too is not considered a novelty.

For upon everyone there rests the obligation to “expand it,” as
mentioned earlier.

True progress is when the student’s innovation stems from his
hidden powers—faculties that until that moment were
completely unknown to exist within him.
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And, as is understood, the true test in all of these matters is not
himself (for due to involvement in another mitzvah or self-love,
he can sometimes misjudge), but rather specifically another
person, who has no personal bias in the matter.

And with all this, there is an additional special emphasis in our
generation:

According to what was explained above, that in our generation
in particular—the last generation of exile and the first of
redemption—the service of “Lech Lecha from your land... to
the land that I will show you,” and the acquisition of all ten
lands, stands out with special force.

It is therefore understood that this must be reflected in every
aspect of a Jew’s Divine service—Dby increasing in Torah study
not only with the three intellects that relate to the emotions, but
also with the intellects in their essence.

And this is achieved particularly through increasing in the study
of the inner dimension of Torah—including the explanation of
these very matters of the service of the intellect—especially in
the topics of redemption and our righteous Moshiach.

(W)
May it be His will that through the additional effort in the
service of “Lech Lecha,” we immediately and literally merit the
fulfillment of “the King—Lech Lecha from your land,”
gathering our dispersed from the four corners of the earth, and
all going together to “the land that I will show you,” throughout
its length and breadth—including the lands of the Keini, Kenizi,
and Kadmoni (which will be received peacefully from the
nations, as mentioned above).
And together with this, there will also be the perfection of all ten
powers of the soul—the seven emotions and the three
intellects—together, and most importantly, with the revelation of
“a new Torah shall go forth from Me.”
Until this spreads throughout the entire world, that “the earth
will be filled with the knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the

2
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And even among the nations of the world—*“the occupation of
the entire world will be solely to know G-d”—*"and the kingship
will be the Lord’s.”

And likewise in every realm of creation—mineral, plant, and
animal—the power of the Creator will be revealed within the
created, until “a stone will cry out from the wall,” and similarly
in the plant and animal worlds; and all the more so, in man, the
speaker.

“Then every creation will know that You made it; every creature
will understand that You formed it; and every being with a soul
in its nostrils will declare”—that the entire world becomes a
dwelling for Him, blessed be He, in the lowest realms.

And even in the worlds of Beriah, Yetzirah, and Asiyah, there
will be revealed the light of Atzilus—the world that is “near and
attached to the Essence of the Emanator, blessed be He.”

And from “Lech Lecha,” we come immediately to “Vayeira elav
Hashem,” whose perfection will be in the true and complete
redemption—when “your eyes will see your teacher,” literally,
with bodies in ultimate health and perfection.

And further—and this is the main thing—may it be immediately
and tangibly fulfilled.

[NOTE Summary
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Avraham’s “Lech Lecha” was not a one-time journey; it is the archetype of every soul’s constant ascent.
Leaving “your land” means transcending one’s natural tendencies and emotional instincts. “Your birthplace”
signifies going beyond habitual patterns of thought, and “your father’s house” represents rising above the subtle
confines of intellect itself. The Rebbe emphasizes that every Jew is called to this journey repeatedly, with

ever-deepening awareness and devotion.

At the collective level, the Maamer connects Lech Lecha to the entire process of Torah revelation and
redemption. Each year, when we read this Parsha, the call “Lech Lecha” is renewed with greater intensity,
echoing the principle of ma ‘alin bakodesh—that holiness must always increase. The Rebbe teaches that our
generation, described as the last of exile and the first of redemption, has a special responsibility to live out Lech
Lecha with boldness and immediacy. This means not only learning Torah but doing so with inner
transformation: engaging the mind, heart, and hidden capacities of the soul so that one’s Torah study becomes

new, vibrant, and creative—"‘a student who innovates in Torah.”
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True spiritual walking (halichah amitis) is when one discovers within himself new powers he did not know
existed. The test of progress is not self-evaluation but perspective—being open to guidance from others who
see more clearly. Through this humility and renewal, one fulfills the purpose of Lech Lecha: to reveal the
infinite within the finite, turning personal advancement into a step toward universal redemption.

Ultimately, the Rebbe links this ascent to the final fulfillment: “And the King shall say, Lech Lecha.” The
personal journey merges with the cosmic one—G-d gathers the dispersed of Israel from all four corners of the
earth, and humanity together recognizes the Divine. The ten powers of the soul (the seven emotions and three
intellects) reach perfection, “a new Torah shall go forth from Me,” and the world becomes filled with
knowledge of G-d as water covers the sea. Every level of creation—from mineral to human—reveals its Divine
source until “every being with breath will proclaim: the Lord is King.”

Practical Takeaway

Every Jew, wherever they stand, is called to move forward—to leave behind the familiar and ascend to the
unknown territory of holiness. This Lech Lecha must be both inner and outer: to study Torah more deeply, to
pray with more presence, to give with more heart, and to discover one’s hidden spiritual strength. Real growth
means stepping beyond self-comfort and routine. Our generation’s task is to make this personal Lech Lecha
global—to bring G-dliness into every part of the world until it becomes a revealed dwelling for Him.

Chassidic Story

In the winter of 1987, during a farbrengen, a young man from Israel approached the Rebbe and said he was
unsure whether to leave his secure job to dedicate himself fully to teaching Torah. The Rebbe listened carefully
and answered in a few soft words: “If Avraham had waited until everything was secure before going out, there
would be no Jewish people.” The man took those words as his Lech Lecha, left his position, and began teaching
Torah in a new city. Years later, he wrote that he had built a thriving yeshivah and that the Rebbe’s brief
response continued to guide him—Lech Lecha means to move when the call comes, not when you feel ready.

END NOTE]
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