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These are the accounts of the Mishkan, etc. Behold, the Torah
can be explained in several ways. And it appears to explain that
great is the act of charity. One who gives charity to the complete
righteous person, who makes a unification in the supernal
attributes.

As is known, that there are two attributes: “Tzaddik’ and
“Tzedek.” And through the righteous person who receives the
charity, he raises the final hei, which is with us in our exile, to
the attribute of Tzedek, and it becomes Tzedakah.

And then the world becomes filled and satisfied with every
good: abundance and blessing and mercy and life and children
and sustenance and peace without end or limit. All of this is
drawn down through the righteous person who receives the
charity.

And through the bringing of the influence to the entire world, to
every single individual, each according to the measure of his
lack and his need. And this is hinted in the verse: “And they
shall give, each man a ransom, etc.” (Exodus 30:12).

The word “Venatnu” spelled backwards is also “Venatnu,” as
mentioned above. For through charity, charity comes into the
world.

And behold, there are three levels of righteous individuals. There
is a righteous person who does not pay attention to consider in
his receiving of charity the benefit and enjoyment of himself.
Rather all his intention is only that through this abundance of
goodness will be drawn down to all Israel. And constantly his
soul and his good will long to see the joy of Israel, that no good
thing should be lacking to them.

But that which concerns his own needs he does not consider at
all whatsoever. And everything in his eyes is as if his house were
filled and prepared with every good thing.

And this righteous person is called by the name “male,” even
though he receives. For all his intention and request is only in
order to bestow. And this is the known union that there is a union
from itself within itself.
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And there is a righteous person who receives charity and his
intention is also for his own benefit, for his sustenance and
livelihood. And this one is called by the name “female,” because
his intention is also to receive.

And this righteous person also makes a unification of the two
attributes mentioned above through the receiving into his hand
of the charity.

And this is “And every man with whom was found blue and
purple,” meaning the righteous person who is called by the name
“male” as mentioned above, whose every need is as if everything
is already found with him prepared.

“Blue and purple” is a hint to all kinds of goodness, and his
intention is only to bestow. “They brought” means that such
righteous individuals always bring abundant flow of every good
to the world.

“And every woman” means the second righteous person who is
called by the name “female” as mentioned above, except that she
is “wise of heart,” meaning in the service of the Creator, may He
be blessed, and in His holy Torah to give pleasure to his Maker.
“With her hands she spun,” meaning through her hands, that the
righteous one receives the charity into his hand, he also draws
down influence. “And they brought spun material,” meaning
influence.

“Blue and purple” is a hint to all kinds of influences.

Third: “And all the women whose heart lifted them in wisdom,”
meaning the righteous person who has a lifting of the heart in
supernal wisdom, even though his intention is to receive and he
is also called by the name “female.”

“They spun the goats,” meaning a hint that just as wool has its
root from the goats, so this righteous person draws influence
from the root.

And this is “And these are the accounts of the Mishkan,” a hint
to the three righteous individuals mentioned above. “Accounts”
means that which the righteous person appoints for every person
through good influence.
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In them there are three levels. First: “the Mishkan,” which is
from the language of drawing down, that he draws influence
through receiving charity into his hand and makes a unification
in the two attributes mentioned above.

And this is “the Mishkan” with the letter hei. Second:
“Mishkan,” a hint to the completely perfect righteous person
mentioned above. This one is called by the name “male.”

And he is called in hidden and concealed language, because he
does not pay attention to himself as if he is not in the world, and
he makes a unification from himself within himself.

“The testimony that was appointed according to the mouth of
Moses and Aaron,” who always longed to bestow upon Israel
and their intention and attention was not on themselves.

And this is “And Hashem said to Moses: carve for yourself”
(Exodus 34:1). And our Sages expounded: the chips shall be
yours.

And it is possible to intend the explanation of the Gemara: that
the Holy One, blessed be He, said to Moses that everything that
concerns you for your sustenance and needs should be in your
eyes like the refuse of food that is rejected from the body.

That you should not pay attention to that which concerns you.
“From here Moses became wealthy,” meaning that Moses our
teacher, peace be upon him, did as the Holy One, blessed be He,
said to him.

And all his intention was that they should be filled and satisfied
with every good. And this was all his wealth, that he saw in their
wealth and their goodness.

Third: “the service of the Levites,” meaning the smaller
righteous ones who accompany Hashem in His service. They
also bestow flow of blessing and life to the world and to all
Israel.

[NOTE Summary:
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Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk explains that the verses describing the contributions for the Mishkan allude to
different types of righteous individuals through whom Divine abundance flows into the world. Charity given to

a true righteous person is not merely financial support. In the spiritual structure of the worlds it creates a
unification between the attributes called p>7% and p7%. Through this unification the final letter 77 of the Divine

Name, which represents the Divine Presence dwelling with Israel in exile, is elevated and united with its
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source. When this occurs, the result is 727%, meaning that Divine goodness flows into the world in the form of
blessing, mercy, life, sustenance, children, and peace for all people.

The Torah hints that there are three spiritual levels of righteous individuals who serve as channels for this
Divine flow. The first and highest level is the completely selfless righteous person. Although he receives
charity, he does not think about himself at all. In his mind it is as if he already possesses everything he needs.
His only intention is that the charity given to him should become a channel through which Divine abundance
spreads to all Israel. Because his intention is purely to give and not to receive, he is called X717, the “male”
aspect in the language of Kabbalah, meaning a source of influence. This level is hinted in the verse “every man
with whom was found techelet and argaman,” symbolizing that all forms of goodness are already considered
present with him.

The second level is a righteous person who receives charity partly for his own needs, such as his sustenance
and livelihood. Nevertheless, his heart is devoted to the service of the Creator and the study of Torah. Even
though he receives for himself, the act of receiving still creates a spiritual unification and draws blessing into
the world. This level is called X2p1, the “female” aspect, because it includes the element of receiving. The verse
“every woman wise of heart” hints to this type of righteous individual, whose wisdom and devotion allow him
to transform what he receives into spiritual influence.

The third level is a righteous person whose heart is elevated in supernal wisdom, yet whose primary role is to
draw influence from higher spiritual roots and transmit it downward. The verse “they spun the goats™ alludes to
this process. Just as wool originates from goats and is transformed into thread, so this righteous person draws
spiritual energy from its hidden source and brings it into the world in a form that can sustain others.

These three levels are hinted in the phrase “These are the accounts of the Mishkan.” The word 7175 refers to
the way the righteous person “appoints” or distributes Divine influence to each individual according to his
needs. One level is called 1ownn, referring to the drawing down of influence through receiving charity. Another
level is 1own without the letter 11, hinting to the completely selfless righteous person who is hidden and inward,
concerned only with giving. The third level corresponds to “the service of the Levites,” referring to the smaller
righteous individuals who attach themselves to God’s service and who also become channels of blessing for the
world.

The Torah then brings the example of Moses. When God told Moses “carve for yourself,” the sages teach that
the leftover fragments from the Tablets became Moses’ wealth. Rabbi Elimelech explains that the deeper
message is that Moses regarded anything connected to his own personal needs as insignificant, like refuse that a
person discards from the body. His true wealth was not material riches but the joy he felt when he saw the
people of Israel filled with goodness and blessing.

Thus the Mishkan symbolizes not only the physical sanctuary but also the living network of righteous
individuals through whom Divine life and abundance continually flow into the world.
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Practical Takeaway:

A person does not need to reach the level of the greatest righteous individuals to participate in this spiritual
process. Whenever someone gives charity, supports holiness, or helps sustain those who dedicate their lives to
Torah and service of God, he becomes part of the channel through which blessing flows into the world. The
teaching also reminds a person to gradually shift focus away from excessive concern for personal gain and
toward the wellbeing of others. The more a person learns to rejoice in the goodness of others and in the blessing
that spreads through the community, the more he aligns himself with the spiritual path of the righteous.

Chassidic Story:

A well-known story is told about Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk and his brother Rabbi Zusha of Anipoli during
the years when they wandered from town to town in poverty. Once they arrived in a village where they had no
money at all for food. Rabbi Zusha was distressed and said to his brother that perhaps they should pray for their
own sustenance.

Rabbi Elimelech replied that a tzaddik should not focus on his own needs. Instead they should pray that the
people of the town should be blessed with abundance, and then surely they themselves would also be sustained.

They began to pray with great devotion for the welfare of the entire town. Shortly afterward a wealthy villager
invited them into his home, saying that he had suddenly felt an urge to give charity and host guests. The
brothers were given food and lodging.

Rabbi Elimelech then said to Rabbi Zusha that when a person thinks only about his own needs, his prayer
remains narrow. But when he prays for the good of others, he connects to a much wider channel of blessing. In
that broader flow of goodness, everyone is included.

This story reflects the teaching that the greatest righteous individuals see their own wellbeing only as part of
the larger blessing meant for all of Isracl. END NOTE]
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And he made for the altar a grating, etc. And first we will
explain the verse: “And Hashem said to Moses: make for
yourself a fiery serpent,” and Moses made a copper serpent
(Numbers 21:8-9).

And behold, this requires explanation to understand why Moses
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w3 Ay WY A 77 A0y Iwn 28 1T R
nYmag" (Numbers 21:8-9)

changed it. And I will first introduce an explanation regarding DOTRRY LW MY 77 1°207 IR PPIE A7 I
what the earlier sages examined: “In the beginning G-d created,” "3 "RY2 NOWRID" ORDR WTRTY 102 W97 17
etc.
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“At first it arose in thought to create it with the attribute of
judgment,” etc. (Rashi on Genesis 1:1). And Heaven forbid for
us to think about the Holy One, blessed be He, the One true and
simple, that there should be any change with Him, Heaven
forbid.

Rather the essential explanation is as follows: truly a person
must serve the Creator in every possible way so as not to sin
before Him, Heaven forbid, in any transgression or even the
slightest trace of sin.

And even the lightest of the light should be in his eyes like the
most severe. And this righteous person could exist even through
the attribute of judgment.

And this is what the line of judgment requires, that a person
should be like this. But those who ascend spiritually are few who
can stand against the strict line of judgment.

And therefore it was necessary to associate the attribute of
mercy. And in truth, at the beginning the Holy One, blessed be
He, saw in one and the second two levels.

Meaning a righteous person from the outset and the level of a
baal teshuvah. And this is “At first it arose in thought,” etc.,
meaning from the beginning of creation it arose in thought to
create it with the attribute of judgment.

This refers to the righteous person who can exist according to
the strict line of judgment. And He saw that the world cannot
endure, because the nature of creation makes it impossible that
all should be righteous.

As I wrote elsewhere. And therefore He associated the attribute
of mercy. But in truth He considered and saw everything
together without any change, Heaven forbid.

And this is “I am Hashem your G-d, truth.” Meaning that one
who walks truthfully in the service of the Creator, may He be
blessed, so as not to sin, even the attribute of judgment is mercy
for him.

And he has nothing to fear from the attribute of judgment. And
this is “I am Hashem before a person sins and after a person
sins” (Rosh Hashanah 17b).
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For before a person sins, even judgment is mercy. And even after R ARY , 07070 XIT 770 03 RLPY O7IRT
he sins, I am Hashem of mercy. Q077 0 OIR XY
And this is “And they shall make for Me a sanctuary,” etc.
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(Exodus 25:8), that the Temple above corresponds to the Temple T 2 " (Exodus )
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below.
And when a person sanctifies himself below, he makes a 2 WIpn Ay Twn? Whxy wIpn TRy
sanctuary for Hashem, blessed be He. Rk

And this is “And they shall make for Me a sanctuary.” When?
“And I will dwell among them,” meaning when they sanctify
themselves below, then I dwell among them.

Then they make for Me a sanctuary above. T9vnR WIpn oY Py IR
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And this is “Make for yourself a fiery serpent” (Numbers 21:8),
meaning people who burn in their holiness and like flashes of
fire in their fervor. Certainly these righteous individuals, about
them it is said “You shall decree a matter and it shall be
established for you” (Job 22:28).

“And place it upon a banner,” meaning that you should place this
righteous person as a banner for the world, so that everyone will
understand that all his actions and deeds are entirely miraculous
acts.

77 77 7wy" N" (Numbers 21:8), °13 9"
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And this is “everyone who is bitten,” meaning anyone who has a
bite, that is, he lacks something, whether healing or sustenance,
life, or children.
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“And he shall look at it and live,” immediately with even the
slightest glance the righteous person mentioned above will draw
down for him everything.
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And Moses our teacher, peace be upon him, saw that those who
ascend spiritually are few, and “Moses made a copper serpent”
(Numbers 21:9).

And Rashi of blessed memory explained: a play on the language.
It can be explained as follows: “serpent” is the Satan, the evil
inclination that rises and prosecutes.
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And Moses our teacher, peace be upon him, saw to make against
it copper, that even one who is not such a great righteous person
as mentioned above, and this is hinted by copper.
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For the copper of the donations of the Mishkan atoned for the
deed of the serpent, that even such a righteous person will have
the ability in his hand to accomplish everything.
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And Moses did not change from the words of the Holy One,
blessed be He, for so was the intention of creation at the
beginning as mentioned above.
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And this is “And he made for the altar a grating of network of nYn Ny atyn 20n nar? vy an”
copper” (Exodus 38:4). “A grating” means to sift with a sieve in (Exodus 38:4), 717252 11213 w379 1290 9"
order to see the deeds of the righteous person from the outset. RIP°YRT P 780 YR DY NIRY?
And those who ascend spiritually are few. Therefore he made DAY PY93 Aty 1971,0°0397 TR oY 1
and caused that even the righteous person who is not at such a 2922 X377 03 727932 12173 70022 IPRY POTRD
great level can also accomplish everything. 997 2ivn?

And the measure of the verse should be thus: “And he made for - . .
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the altar,” meaning so that the altar should be an altar of
7792 7

atonement.

“A grating,” the necessity to see the deed of the completely
righteous person. “Copper, work of network,” meaning that since
most people are caught in the trap and net of the serpent, the evil
inclination.
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He made and caused that even the righteous person hinted by the
name copper will accomplish everything, as mentioned above,
and this is clear.

[NOTE Summary:

Rabbi Elimelech of Lizhensk explains the deeper spiritual meaning behind the verses about the fiery serpent,
the copper serpent made by Moses, and the copper grating of the altar. These verses reveal an important
principle about the different spiritual levels through which Divine influence enters the world.
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The Torah states that God told Moses: “Make for yourself a fiery serpent and place it upon a banner” (Numbers
21:8). Rabbi Elimelech interprets the word 77w not simply as a snake but as a hint to righteous individuals who
burn with holiness and fiery devotion to God. Their passion for Divine service resembles sparks of fire. Such
individuals possess extraordinary spiritual power, and about them it is said, “You shall decree a matter and it
shall be fulfilled for you” (Job 22:28). Their prayers and words carry tremendous spiritual influence.

The command to place the serpent “upon a banner” symbolizes elevating such a righteous person as a visible
sign for the world. People should recognize that the deeds and actions of such a tzaddik are themselves
miraculous. Through him, Divine blessing flows into the world. Therefore the verse continues, “Anyone who is
bitten shall look at it and live.” The “bite” represents any deficiency or suffering that a person experiences,
whether illness, lack of sustenance, or other needs such as life and children. By connecting to the righteous
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person and directing one’s gaze toward him, even with the slightest spiritual awareness, Divine blessing can be
drawn down to heal and restore what is lacking.

However, Moses understood that individuals who reach such a high level of holiness are rare. The truly
elevated souls who burn with constant spiritual fire are few. Therefore Moses made “a copper serpent.” Rashi
explains that the Torah uses a play on words between serpent (¥n1) and copper (nr1). Rabbi Elimelech
interprets this symbolically. The serpent represents the Satan or the evil inclination that rises and accuses.
Copper, on the other hand, symbolizes a lower spiritual level. Moses introduced a system through which even a
tzaddik who is not at the highest level could still serve as a channel of Divine influence.

The copper used in the Mishkan donations is connected to this idea. The sages teach that the copper of the
Mishkan atoned for the sin connected to the serpent. In the spiritual sense this means that even a righteous
person who has not reached the most elevated level can still overcome the forces of accusation and draw
blessing into the world.

This idea is further hinted in the verse describing the altar: “He made for the altar a grating of network of
copper” (Exodus 38:4). Rabbi Elimelech explains that the word 725% can mean a sieve used for sifting. The
imagery suggests examining the deeds of the highest righteous individuals and recognizing that such levels are
rare. Since most people are not able to reach such heights, God arranged that spiritual influence could still be
drawn into the world through other righteous individuals of more modest spiritual stature.

The copper network of the altar also symbolizes the reality that most people become caught in the “net” of the
serpent, meaning the traps of the evil inclination. Because humanity struggles with these spiritual obstacles,
God established a system of mercy whereby even lower levels of righteousness can serve as channels of Divine
blessing and atonement. Through such tzaddikim, influence continues to flow into the world despite the
imperfections of human beings.

Thus Moses did not truly change God’s command. Rather, he revealed the deeper intention of creation itself.
From the very beginning, the Divine plan included multiple levels of spiritual leadership so that blessing could
reach all people, even when the world does not contain many perfectly righteous individuals.

Practical Takeaway:

This teaching encourages humility and hope at the same time. On one hand, it reminds a person that the highest
spiritual levels are rare and difficult to attain. On the other hand, it teaches that Divine influence does not
depend solely on the existence of perfect saints. Even individuals who have not reached the highest level can
still serve as channels of goodness and blessing when their hearts are directed toward God.

A person should therefore strive to increase holiness within his own life while recognizing that every sincere
effort to serve God contributes to the flow of blessing in the world.
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Chassidic Story:

A well-known story illustrates Rabbi Elimelech’s outlook on spiritual leadership. Once a man came to Rabbi
Elimelech of Lizhensk complaining that he could not reach the level of the great saints he had heard about. He
felt discouraged, believing that since he was not a perfect tzaddik his efforts had little value.

Rabbi Elimelech responded with an analogy. A great palace is illuminated by many different lights. At the
center may stand a large chandelier whose brilliance fills the entire hall. But along the walls there are also
smaller lamps. If those lamps were extinguished, the palace would still become darker.

He explained that the world is similar. There are rare individuals whose holiness shines like a great chandelier.
Yet the world also depends on many smaller lights. Every person who serves God sincerely adds another light
to the palace.

The visitor left encouraged, understanding that even if one does not reach the highest spiritual level, one’s
service still contributes to bringing light and blessing into the world.

END NOTE]
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