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The acquisition of eternity is not only through fear of Heaven

Just as people would ask, through which path can a person merit
spiritual success through physical commandments,

so too they would ask about Torah study in its commandments
and its details,

and about the damage caused by the ox and the pit, and similar
cases,

for it appeared in their opinion,

that one would succeed more by attaining understanding in
foundational principles,

and in the essence of the celestial spheres,

and in the separate intellects.

Therefore, their opinion was that man’s success lies in attaining
these things.

And their view regarding the endurance of the soul is:

that what remains is the intellect that a person acquired in his
lifetime,

and this is what remains after death.

And you should know, that in addition to the fact that this is
complete heresy, as will be explained,

it is something that the intellect cannot grasp at all, and it is
contrary to human reason.

And this is because they say that the recipient of the intelligibles
is the imaginative faculty in the soul,

and it is that which receives the intelligibles.

And since this is only a preparation and nothing more,

if we then say that the endurance [after death] is due to the form
(i.e., the intellect) which was acquired,

then there will be no endurance for the person himself.

For there is no doubt that when the intelligibles are present in the

person,
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and in the presence of the intelligibles the preparation is not
present,

and if so, then there will be no endurance for the person himself.
And if they will say, “What of 1t? In the end, there will be
endurance for the intellect that the person acquired,”

then we must also say that the person is considered to have
remained in this world

just as his house and his other possessions have remained—

and certainly his children and grandchildren.

So why should it be considered that the person has endured,

if what remains is something that is not the person’s very
essence?

For these intelligibles are not the essence of the person,

and it would result that the person becomes divine—

that through his understanding he acquires the intellect, and
thereby he remains eternal.

Is there any greater distortion than this?

And even more than this: that eternity would be acquired by
happenstance—

for these intelligibles are acquired by a person by chance, as he
happened to acquire them—

and this is something that is by chance,

and it was possible for him to have been without any
intelligibles.

If so, then the acquisition of eternity would be by happenstance.
And this i1s something upon which it has been agreed that it is
not fitting

for existence to be the result of chance at all,

even for a temporary existence.
So how could it be that the final success—which is eternal—

would come through happenstance,
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to the point that something which is the core of everything
would be by chance?

Is there a greater distortion than this?

But these words are not only to increase the wrath of Hashem
through these matters,

which have no root of truth and no branch of uprightness.
And know that the best of their words is the heresy of
resurrection of the dead,

for according to their view, that the endurance is only for the
intellect, there would be no death,

and there is no resurrection if there is no death.

Therefore, my son, if sinners entice you with smooth-tongued
words,

to flatter men of science, to give only them name and legacy—

do not desire it, and do not listen to them, to spill the blood of
innocent and righteous souls.

My son, do not eat the bread of falsehood, and do not crave their
delicacies,

for their lips drip honey as if it were milk and honey beneath
their tongue—

but within them is the bitterness of death:

the heresy in the endurance of the soul, and in the resurrection of
the dead,

and in the World to Come, and in the Torah.

Therefore, my son, distance yourself from the entrance of their
homes,

and do not enter their gates,

for they will strip from you the true faith.

And according to their words, even if one acquires the
intelligibles,

and even if he performs acts that are not desirable to Hashem,
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he would still acquire endurance—

and through this they cast off the fear of Heaven.

And in order to uproot the root that produces gall and
wormwood, they said in the second chapter of Shabbos (31a):
Reish Lakish said: What is the meaning of that which is written
(Yeshayahu 33:6):

“And it shall be the faith of your times, a store of salvation,
wisdom and knowledge”?

Faith’—this is the Order of Zera’im;

Your times’—this is the Order of Mo’ed;

Store’—this is the Order of Nashim;

Salvation’—this is the Order of Nezikin;

Wisdom’—this is the Order of Kodashim;

And knowledge’—this is the Order of Taharos.

And even so, “the fear of Hashem is His treasure.”

It is like a parable of a man who said to his agent: Bring me a
kor of wheat up to the attic.

He brought it up for him. He said to him: Did you mix in a kab
of preservative?

He said to him: No. He said to him: It would have been better
had you not brought it up. Thus far [the parable].

Behold, the sages of blessed memory divided all of existence
into the six orders of the Mishnah.

And even if it appears to a person that they are very trivial
matters—it is not so.

Because existence in general is divided into these parts:

One part—the existence of physical things;

The second—those that are both celestial and not celestial, as if
they are a chariot.

The third—the existence that is not celestial.

And each part is divided into two: one closer than the other to
the separate gradation,

until in this way there are six parts.
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Therefore it says: ‘Faith’—this is the Order of Zera’im.

And it is known that the Order of Zera’im is the order of the
produce of the earth, and all that is related to them—

and this is the first level. And it called this ‘Faith’ because they
do not change their function:

for when one sows wheat into the earth, it grows what it is meant
to grow,

and it does not change what was planted in the earth—

like a person who is trustworthy, and what others entrust to him
he returns to its owners.

The second part is the Order of Mo’ed, which is in the heavens.
For the sun and the moon, by which we count the festivals,

they are the host of the heavens, and this is the second part.

And it is known that the earth and all that is upon it is more
material than what is considered the heavens,

and this matter requires no explanation.
And the third part is the Order of Nashim.

It is already known that man is considered heavenly with regard
to his body,
and not heavenly with regard to the Divine soul.

And it is known that the woman is more material than the man.
Therefore it said; ‘Choshen’—this is the Order of Nashim.

And it said: ‘Yeshuos’—this is the Order of Nezikin.

And behold, the order that precedes this is the Order of
Nashim—

pertaining solely to the material female.

Whereas the Order of Nezikin includes mankind in general,

the primary one being the male.

And there are many things that are relevant exclusively to males,

such as judges and testimony.
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And generally our sages, of blessed memory, said:

“The man is the one who engages in commerce, not the woman.”

Therefore, in the first chapter of Bava Kama (6a), it is necessary
to emphasize

that the woman is liable in damages.

For they said: If a man who is involved in commerce is exempt,
then a woman, who is not involved in commerce, surely so.

And even if the woman engages somewhat in commerce,
it is null compared to the man, who is fully engaged in
commerce.

And it is known that male and female are two levels,
and they are considered like the earth and the heavens,

to one who understands this.

And afterward, it said: “Chochmah” — this is the Order of
Kodashim.

It is known that Kodashim is the service to Hashem, blessed be
He.

And it called this “wisdom” — which it did not call the earlier
ones.

For it is not appropriate to be called “wise” one who knows
material matters,

just as one is not called a “wise man” if he is skilled in
leather-working,

even though it too is a form of wisdom.

Therefore, only the sage who delves into matters of sanctity —
this is called wisdom.

And that is what it meant when it said: “Chochmah” — the
Order of Kodashim,

for the entire Order of Kodashim deals with matters of sanctity,

and all sanctity is non-material,

and this is what is called wisdom.
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And so it is true, for the things in Kodashim are matters of
wisdom,

as they said (Bava Metzia 109b): “When it comes to the
slaughter of Kodashim, pause and examine.”

And the Order of Taharos is called “Da’as” (knowledge).
For we already said that something is not fitting to be called
wisdom except according to its subject.

And so, Da’as is an even higher level — for Da’as is more

abstract than Chochmah.

Therefore, they said in Berachos (33b): “Great is Da’as, for it
was given between two letters of Hashem’s Name,”

as it says (Shmuel I 2:3): “For a G-d of knowledges is Hashem.”
And their intention in this is: one who has the level of Da’as —

is one who has complete attachment to Hashem, blessed be He.
And this matter is known to one who knows the distinction
between wisdom (Chochmah) and knowledge (Da’as),

and this is not the place [to elaborate].

Nevertheless, by the name that is fitting to be called the Order of
Kodashim — “Chochmah” —

according to the level of sanctity and wisdom,
in this specifically it is fitting to be called wisdom,
not wisdom regarding something that is beneath it.

Likewise, it is fitting that it be called “Da’as” — knowledge —
the understanding of purity,

for purity is a level even higher in the scale.
And this was said in many places (Menaharin 38b):

“What do you have to do with Aggados? Go to Nega’im and
Ohalos.”

This teaches that the Order of Taharos contains deep matters.

For purity is something separate, not a matter of the physical
heavens,

and purity is complete attachment to Him, may He be blessed.
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And therefore, the knowledge in this in particular — is one who
has acquired the level of Da’as,

not one who has acquired knowledge of something of a lower
level than this.

And through this you shall know that these two things —
Chochmah and Da’as —

are also the beginning of the path.
For Da’as is more abstractly intellectual,

and this is known to one who understands these matters.

And behold, the verse rises from below upward,

until the last two are Chochmah and Da’as, both of them abstract
wisdom.

And according to this order are arranged the six orders [of the
Mishnah],

which speak of all parts of existence.

And it was said (Shabbos 31a): Even if one possesses all the
wisdoms,

the wisdoms themselves are not the essential aspect of the
endurance and existence of the soul.

Even though they are a preparation to acquire a higher level,
nevertheless, this is not the essence of eternal existence itself.

For the essence of existence is Hashem, blessed be He, alone,

Who gives existence to all through cleaving to Him, blessed be
He.

And this is what was said (ibid.): It is a parable for one who said
to his agent:

Bring me wheat up to the attic to store it in the treasury.

And he brought it up. He said to him: Did you mix into them a
kab of preservative (hamtin),

which is what sustains and preserves the grain? Good.

And if not — it would have been better had you not brought it
up.
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And so too, one who does not have fear of Heaven —

for it is through this that the existence in Him, blessed be He, is
sustained.

And not love, as this matter is known to those who are insightful.

For one who possesses fear of Heaven is completely attached to
Him,

and it is not the same with love. Even though it is a form of
attachment to Him,

one does not consider himself as though he has no existence —
rather, he connects to Him like two lovers who attach to each
other.

But fear — because the one who fears another does not consider
himself anything,

and nullifies his existence before the other.

And when one nullifies his existence before Hashem, blessed be
He,

it turns out that he has no existence of his own —

only what he has from Hashem, blessed be He.

And this is his true existence —

for created beings have no existence except through Him,
blessed be He.

And one who possesses wisdom but does not possess fear of
Heaven — he is worse.

For wisdom is a cause of loss, when one recognizes his Creator
but does not fear Him.

And this matter is clarified in many places in the words of the
Sages.

And knowledge teaches that one who has wisdom but does not
have fear of Heaven,

behold, he is separated and distanced from Hashem,

when in fact he should be cleaving to Him, for cleaving is by
way of wisdom.

But if he does not possess wisdom and follows his inclination,
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behold, he is separated from Hashem because of the distance.

But this one — who should, by virtue of wisdom, be close to
Hashem,

and he turns away from Him — this is certainly worse.
And there is no need to elaborate here.

And it was also said there (Shabbos 31a): Rav Kahana said:

One who has wisdom but does not have fear of Heaven —
to what is he compared? To a treasurer to whom were given the
inner keys,

but the outer keys were not given to him.
The explanation is: one who does not have fear of Heaven —

behold, he is separated and distanced from Hashem,

and after he is separated from Him, what inner, exalted level can
he acquire?

For wisdom is that by which one acquires inner, exalted levels,

but if he is distant from Hashem, blessed be He — what can he
acquire?

Therefore, he is compared to one who has the inner keys but not
the outer keys,

for one who lacks fear of Heaven — he is totally distanced from
Hashem,

and has no beginning through which to enter.

If so, why would he acquire an inner level that one attains
through wisdom?

Rabbi Yannai proclaimed: “Woe to the one who has no house,
yet he makes a gate for the house” (Shabbos 31b).

The explanation is: fear of Heaven makes for him a house with
Hashem,

for through fear he is with Hashem, and there is his house and
dwelling.

For Hashem, blessed be He, is the place and house for all beings
who cleave to Him, blessed be He.
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And when one has no house at all, since He is the place of all,

yet he makes a gate to the house — that is wisdom, which is
called a gate —

for through wisdom a person is elevated to his place and level
which he has with Hashem, blessed be He,

which is his house.

Therefore, he is like one who has no house, but makes a gate —
which is the preparation of the house,

for what is the value of the preparation, when the essential house
he does not have?

Behold, they clarified with their wisdom that wisdom is merely a
preparation,

and does not in itself acquire eternity.

But eternal existence is in fear of Heaven,

as it is written (Yeshayahu 33:6): “Fear of Hashem is His
treasure,”

for through fear of Heaven one cleaves to Him, blessed be He.

And this is the true understanding of Torah knowledge,

and further explanation is unnecessary.

[NOTE: Summary
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This discourse builds on a famous Talmudic statement by Rabbi Yannai (Shabbos 31b):

"2y ROP27 RYN) LR0°2 A 077 9Y 0" —

“Woe to the one who has no house, and yet makes a gate for that house.”

The analogy critiques someone who develops great intellectual accomplishments (represented by
the gate) but lacks 2¥ nX7’ (fear of Heaven, which builds the house — the foundation of divine
closeness and eternal existence). Without the house, the gate has no value.

The discourse explains that:

o Chochmah (wisdom) serves only as a preparation or gateway for spiritual connection.

e Yir'as Shamayim (fear/awe of Heaven) is the actual bond and dwelling with Hashem.
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e Hashem is called the place of the universe, and one who fears Him finds their spiritual

dwelling in Him.

Wisdom without Yir’ah leads to distance and even greater damage, because such a person
knows the Creator but remains separated from Him due to lacking reverence.

Quoting Yeshayahu 33:6: “97¥ix &7 71 nR7” — fear of God is His treasure — the
discourse concludes that eternal existence is achieved only through Yir’as Shamayim, not
by intellect alone.

Practical Takeaway

1.

4.

Prioritize Yir’as Shamayim over Chochmabh:

While Torah study and intellectual pursuits are sacred, they must be anchored in awe of
G-d. A person can be brilliant in Torah and philosophy, yet spiritually empty if their study
lacks humility and reverence.

Build the house before the gate:

Don't focus on creating "spiritual sophistication" (the gate) without ensuring you have the
foundation — Yir'as Shamayim (the house). That’s the entry point to real connection.
Measure success in divine terms:

In a world that exalts knowledge, status, and academic mastery, this teaching shifts the
lens: Do I fear Heaven? Do I feel Hashem’s presence? That’s the metric of real existence.
Yir’ah leads to D’veikus:

Fear of Hashem isn’t about fear of punishment, but nullification of ego — recognizing
our nothingness and drawing near to the ultimate Being. This cleaving is the soul’s
eternal reality.

Chassidic Story

The Alter Rebbe (R’ Shneur Zalman of Liadi) once traveled to raise funds and visited a wealthy
man known for his scholarship. The man welcomed the Rebbe with a proud tone and began to
display his vast Torah knowledge, expecting praise.

Instead, the Alter Rebbe responded gently but firmly:

13
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"You know much Torah... but tell me — do you tremble when you say a blessing? Do you feel
the King’s presence when you open a Gemara?"

The wealthy man was stunned. He admitted he had never thought in those terms.
The Alter Rebbe explained:

"Yir'as Shamayim is the vessel that holds the wine of Chochmah. Without it, the wine spills.
Torah without Yir’ah is just a gate without a house."

The man was so moved he broke down in tears. From that day forward, he didn’t just learn Torah
— he lived it with reverence. END NOTE]
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