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Rabbi Meir of Premishlan

Divrie Meir
Parshas Ki Tisa
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"When you take a census of the Children of Israel according to their number, then
each man shall give an atonement for his soul to Hashem when counting them,
so that there will not be a plague among them when counting them." (Exodus

30:12)

| heard from my cousin, of blessed memory, that he
said in the name [of Rabbi Meir of Premishlan]
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'"When you take a census of the Children of Israel
according to their number"
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He said: ""When you take the head'—when you appoint
a righteous person to be the head of the Children of
Israel" (The initial letters of "Head of the Children of
Israel" (7xw' 2 wixn) form "Rabbi" (a0)).
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VWhom should you appoint as your head? "According to
their number"—one who knows all their deficiencies,
as in the phrase "Not a man of us was missing"
(Numbers 31:49).
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And who can fill their deficiencies, the deficiency of
each and every one, whether in livelihood, in
spirituality, or in all that is good. This is "according to
their number"—in both matters.

7¢j |inon DAINON NX NIKMY7 7id1Y)
[D1 D092 [0 TNXI TNX 72

7V 'D'T97 D11 ,210 71 NINNA
DT YD

Furthermore, the righteous leader will do even more:
'Each man shall give an atonement for his soul"—on
behalf of Israel.
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If, Heaven forbid, something is decreed upon the
Children of Israel, whether in material matters or in
spiritual matters, the leader will sacrifice his own soul
for Israel.
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This is what it means to be the head of the Children of
Israel.
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"This they shall give—everyone who passes among the counted: half a shekel
according to the holy shekel, twenty gerahs to the shekel; half a shekel as a
donation to Hashem." (Exodus 30:13)
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The holy Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, may his merit
protect us, said
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regarding the verse: "'This they shall
give—everyone who passes among the counted™
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The word "nt" ("this") has the numerical value of
13, including the kollel, and alludes to the 13
Attributes of Mercy.
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The verse hints that those who transgress against
Hashem’s commandments, so to speak, give to
Hashem the crown of glory of the 13 Attributes of
Mercy.
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For they cause the revelation of His kindness, even
upon the lowly and the despised.
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Hashem, may He be blessed, has mercy upon
them and grants them unearned grace from the
treasury of preservation.
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"The rich shall not give more, and the poor shall not
give less."
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| heard an explanation in the name of the holy
Rabbi Meir of Premishlan:
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"The rich shall not give more"—this means that he
should not say that he is giving a lot, for he is not
giving from his own, but only from what belongs to
the Holy One, blessed be He.
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As King David, peace be upon him, said (I
Chronicles 29:14): "For everything is from You, and
from Your hand we have given to You."
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'And the poor shall not give less"—this means that
he should not say that what he gives is little.
Rather, whatever he is given, he should receive
with a pleasant demeanor.
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Rabbi Meir of Premishlan said, in Parashat
Shekalim, on the verse: "The rich shall not give
more, and the poor shall not give less than half a
shekel"
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That there is no true poverty except in Torah and
mitzvot, as the Zohar (lll, 273b) states: "This is
called poverty."

MiyAN| NIRD 0 N7 Y 'R NN 1D
Yy X172 N7 (v a"n R i)

The righteous person is the rich one, and the
wicked person is the poor one.
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This is what the verse means: "The rich"—that is,
the righteous person—should not consider himself
above half a shekel.
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Meaning, he should weigh himself not as fully
righteous, but as half-and-half.
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IAnd the wicked should not diminish himself from
half-and-half.
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Meaning, he should not consider himself fully
wicked. Rather, both the righteous and the wicked
should view themselves as "Beinoni"
(intermediate).
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He should consider himself as balancing the scale,
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and be mindful of the teaching of our Sages
(Kiddushin 40b): "Until a person does one
mitzvah..."
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"And he took [the gold] from their hand, and he fashioned it with a graving tool
and made it into a molten calf. And they said, 'This is your god, O Israel, who
brought you up from the land of Egypt." (Exodus 32:4)

'And he fashioned it with a graving tool."
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Rabbi Meir of Premishlan, of blessed memory, said:
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It is known that when a person repents, he becomes a new

creation, like a newborn child.
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This is the meaning of "And he fashioned it"—that a
formation was made.
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"With a graving tool"—meaning, through remorse and nYIN 7ava Yo 'vna
complete repentance. NN7Y NIYnI.
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