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Vayikra, Metzora, 1 ,א׳ מְצוֹרָע, וַיִּקְרָא  

 תּרל״ב (תרל"ב) 5632

In the Midrash, [it says:] "Metzora" [means] "Motzi Ra" (one 
who brings out evil), etc. 

דְרָשׁ מִּ כּוּ׳ רַע מוֹצִיא מְצוֹרָע בַּ . 

Because what the Holy One, blessed be He, gave—the evil 
inclination—also to man, 

י נָּתַן מַה כִּ ם שֶּׁ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ ן גַּם הָרַע יצֵֶר יתְִבָּ לָאָדָם כֵּ , 

as it is in its general state, it is not opposed to the service of 
Hashem, 

הוּא כְּמוֹ כְלָל שֶׁ ם לַעֲבוֹדַת מִתְנגֵּד אֵינוֹ בִּ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ יתְִבָּ , 

as it is said: "With both your inclinations," etc. ֹנֶּאֱמַר כְּמו ניֵ שֶׁ כּוּ׳ יצֵֶרֶךָ בִּשְׁ . 

Only [it is] when one brings it out of its general state. לָל מִן הַמּוֹצִיאוֹ רַק הַכְּ . 

And it is possible that the two live pure birds ר י וְאֶפְשָׁ תֵּ הַשְּׁ רִים שֶׁ טְהוֹרוֹת חַיּוֹת צִפֳּ  

allude to the two inclinations, יצְֵרִים ב׳ עַל רוֹמְזיִם , 

that just as He, blessed be He, gave them, they are pure, ֹכְּמו נְּתָנםָ שֶׁ ם שֶׁ רַךְ הַשֵּׁ טְהוֹרוֹת הֵם יתְִבָּ , 

as it is said: "The soul that You have given me is pure," etc. ֹנֶּאֱמַר כְּמו מָה שֶׁ נָּתַתָּ נשָׁ י שֶׁ כּוּ׳ טְהוֹרָה בִּ . 

If so, there is sufficient purity within man, ן אִם י ישֵׁ כֵּ הָאָדָם תּוֹךְ טָהֳרָה דַּ , 

and only that he should not bring anything out from its root, as 
mentioned above. 

לֹּא וְרַק בָר שׁוּם יוֹצִיא שֶׁ רְשׁוֹ דָּ נַּ״ל מִשָּׁ כַּ . 

[NOTE: Summary 
This discourse explains that the Yetzer Hara (evil inclination) given by Hashem is not 
inherently evil.​
In its original, general state, it does not oppose the service of G-d. Rather, it is the misuse or 
"bringing out" of the Yetzer Hara from its intended role that leads to corruption and evil.​
This idea is symbolized by the purification process of the Metzora (the one afflicted with 
tzara'at/leprosy), involving two live pure birds, which allude to the two inclinations (Yetzer 
Tov and Yetzer Hara), both created by Hashem as pure.​
The soul, as Hashem created it, is fundamentally pure, and so too the inclinations.​
Thus, man's task is not to distort his inner drives but to keep them connected to their Divine 
root, ensuring that everything remains within holiness. 
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Practical Takeaway 

●​ Do not see your impulses as bad — even strong desires, drives, or emotions are, in their 
root, holy tools given by Hashem. 

●​ The key is not to suppress your inner energies but to channel them correctly. 
●​ Before acting on any impulse — whether ambition, passion, or even anger — ask 

yourself:​
➔ Am I using this energy as it was rooted in holiness? Or am I twisting it outward? 

●​ When you stay attached to the Divine source, even the Yetzer Hara can be transformed 
into a positive force for growth, commitment, and deeper service of Hashem. 

Chassidic Story (True Story Related to the Rebbe, Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk) 

One time, a young man came to Rebbe Elimelech of Lizhensk, crying bitterly: 

"Rebbe! My heart burns with terrible passions! I feel so much evil within me... what should I 
do?" 

Rebbe Elimelech smiled gently and said: 

"Do not fear the fire within you. Hashem placed that fire there!​
If you use it to serve Hashem — to daven with fervor, to learn Torah with intensity, to pursue 
acts of kindness with zeal —​
then even the passions that seemed evil will reveal their true root: they were holy all along." 

He then added: 

"A man with no fire cannot light up the world.​
Your task is not to extinguish the fire.​
Your task is to build a holy altar within yourself, and offer that fire upwards." 

The young man left uplifted, realizing that his inner struggle was not a flaw, but an 
opportunity to rise even higher. END NOTE] 
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