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— To the assembly who had just returned from the “procession”
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Regarding the Festival of Shavuos, our Sages of blessed memory
say: “All agree that on Atzeres (i.e., Shavuos), it is also required

lachem™(for you). What is the reason? It is the day on which the

Torah was given.”
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[FOOT NOTE: Unlike the other Festivals, regarding which there
is a dispute whether they require being “half for yourselves”
chetzio lachem) (see Pesachim there, Beitzah 15b),
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— even according to halacha (Rambam, Hilchos Yom Tov 6:19
and sources cited there; Tur and Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim
beginning of Siman 529; Shulchan Aruch HaRav there, se’if 10),
that on all Festivals one must have chetzio lachem —
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there is still a distinction between Shavuos and the other Festivals.
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For on the other Festivals and even on Shabbos, one is permitted
to fast a “dream-fast” (taanis chalom)
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— whereas on Shavuos, it is forbidden to fast even a taanis
chalom (Shulchan Aruch HaRav, Orach Chaim 494:18),
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even though the fast brings the person pleasure (oneg) (Tur, Orach
Chaim 288; Shulchan Aruch HaRav there, se’if 3).
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See at length in Likkutei Sichos, volume 23, page 27 and onward,
where it is marked. END FOOT NOTE]
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The meaning of lachem is: that one should rejoice on this day with

food and feasting.
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And as is known, the novelty of the “day the Torah was given” is:
the unification of G-dliness with the physical body of the Jewish
people (lachem), and with the physicality of the world, so to
speak—"‘the lower realms will ascend to the higher, and the higher
will descend into the lower realms.”*
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[FOOT NOTE: And based on this, we can explain what is written
in continuation of the Gemara there (after the discussion that “on
Atzeres we require lachem™): Rav Yosef on the day of Atzeres
would say: “Prepare for me a third-grown calf.” He said: “Were it
not for this day that caused it, how many Yosefs are there in the
marketplace?”
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That is, Rav Yosef on the day of Atzeres would say to his
household: “Make for me a triple-fattened calf.” He said: “If not
for this day that caused it, how many Yosefs would there be in the
marketplace?”
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Now seemingly, if Rav Yosef’s intention in highlighting the
greatness of this day is that through it he became one who studies
Torah (as Rashi explains), this does not seem specific to this day

1.e., the day of the giving of the Torah), since Torah study existed
even before Matan Torah (on the 6th of Sivan).
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For Torah learning was also present before the Giving of the Torah

on the 6th of Sivan), as our Sages said (Yoma 28b): “In the days
of our forefathers, the yeshivah never ceased from them — in
Egypt they had a yeshivah with them ... Avraham Avinu was old
and sat in a yeshivah, etc.”
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Rather, the greatness of this day is that it is when the Torah was
drawn down and enclothed below — until “the Torah is not in
Heaven” (Devarim 30:12; see also Shabbos 88a, Bava Metzia
59b).
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And this is what Rav Yosef meant — that through this day 1
learned Torah and was elevated (as Rashi explains), meaning that
the Torah causes a transformation in the lower realms.*
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*See at length in Likkutei Sichos vol. 16, p. 211 and onward, and
in many other places.
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And therefore, Rav Yosef on the day of Atzeres would instruct his
household to prepare for him a festive meal (Rashi, Pesachim
there) —
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for this emphasizes that the Torah is drawn into and penetrates the
entire reality of the person — even into the physical body. END
I[FOOT NOTE]
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And one can add to this, based on what is brought in the Polish
seforim,* that “naami lachem” (also for you) is numerically
equivalent to “ketz” (Y).
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[FOOT NOTE:Sefer Maamar Mordechai on Tractate Pesachim,
by the righteous Rabbi, etc., Rabbi Mordechai of Nadvorna
Sighet, 5660). And these are his words:
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“All agree that on Atzeres we also require lachem...”
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On Atzeres, which is the time of the receiving of the Torah, and
our Sages of blessed memory said (see Eiruvin 54a; Avodah Zarah
5a; Shemos Rabbah, beginning of Parshas 32),
“‘Charus’—engraved—/on the Tablets] means freedom from
subjugation to kingdoms.”
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Then, it is an especially fitting time, an “eis ratzon,” to pray for
the drawing close of the ketz (the final redemption).
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And this is the meaning of “All agree that on Atzeres we also
require lachem”: that we require (ba 'inan)—as in the verse “If you
would inquire, inquire” (Yeshayahu 21:12)*—
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and that is a term of prayer and supplication®*.
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“Nami lachem” [also for you] has the same numerical value
gematria) as ketz (YR),
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meaning: this is a fitting time to pray that the ketz of the
redemption should draw near. END FOOT NOTE]
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The perfection of the revelation of G-dliness below in physicality

lachem)—which had already occurred in some measure at the
time of the Giving of the Torah!—will be in the true and complete
Redemption (at the ketz of the exile).*
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[FOOT NOTE: And the perfection of the reward in the time to
come will specifically be for the Jewish people—souls within
bodies—in this physical world.
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This is in accordance with the opinion of the Ramban in Shaar
HaGmul, at its conclusion. And this is also the ruling in the
teachings of Chassidus—
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see Likkutei Torah, Parshas Tzav 15c; Derushim for Shabbos
Shuvah, p. 65 end of column 4; Derech Mitzvosecha, mitzvah 14b;
and see Or HaTorah, Parshas Chukas, end of p. 879; ibid. vol. 5, p.
1377). END FOOT NOTE]
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And this will also be expressed in the fact that then there will
specifically be a physical meal (just as on Atzeres we require
naami lachem).*

NPRY3 77V DPNR TRY — 722 RWan 77w °93 03
027 "R 137" N3y in3) R(IT)*.

[FOOT NOTE: And based on what was explained above, we can
add (in the manner of remez) a deeper insight into the precise
wording of our Sages, of blessed memory: “Everyone agrees that
on Atzeres we also require lachem.”
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The idea is that Atzeres brings about that everything—all matters
of the world—"agree,” meaning: they recognize and admit, that
they require and are dependent (ba ‘inan)
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— on the ketz ha’galus (final end of exile), alluded to in the words
naami lachem.
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[n other words: the very reality of the world itself comes to a
recognition of the immense need and absolute necessity for the
true and complete redemption—
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for only then will the world reach its own perfection (that of the
world). END FOOT NOTE]
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And we can connect this (naami lachem = ketz) with the fact that
Shavuos is the yahrzeit (day of passing) of Dovid Malka Meshicha
David passed away on Atzeres'®).
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For, as is well known!’, on the day of passing, a person effects
salvations “within the land,” it is understood that Atzeres contains
a unique influence and effect relating to (David) Malka
Meshicha—the ketz of exile and the true and complete redemption.
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Additionally, Shavuos is also the yahrzeit of Rabbi Yisroel Baal
Shem Tov'®, who is also especially connected with (naami lachem
—) the true and complete redemption*.
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[FOOT NOTE: As in the response of King Moshiach to the Baal
Shem Tov regarding his question, “When will the Master
come?’—
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“When your teachings will be publicized and revealed in the
world, and your wellsprings will spread outward.”
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As is written in the well-known holy letter of the Baal Shem
Tov—-printed at the beginning of Kesser Shem Tov and in various
other places.)
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And note from what is known—that the revelation of the Baal
Shem Tov’s Torah is a “taste” of the revelation of the Torah of
Moshiach.
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Sefer HaMaamarim 5663 [1903], in the additions, p. 551; and see
Likkutei Sichos, vol. 9, p. 282, where this is noted.)
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And see Toras Chayim, Shemos (29, end of p. 2): “The inner awe
that the Baal Shem Tov, of blessed memory, possessed was similar
to the awe of Moshiach...” END FOOT NOTE]
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And prior to this—before Dovid and the Baal Shem
Tov—Shavuos is connected with the third shepherd of Israel:
Moshe Rabbeinu. “Moshe received the Torah from Sinai”*
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[This (the Giving of the Torah) is, after all, the reason for why “on
Atzeres we also require *lachem.”]
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“The first redeemer is the final redeemer”*—through Moshe (who
received the Torah at Sinai) the power is drawn forth for the ketz
which equals naami lachem)—in the true and complete
redemption.
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And to note and add: the initials of the names of the three
shepherds (Moshe, Yisroel, Dovid) spell out “MiYAD” (1), as
referenced above,
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which alludes to the expression of our Sages®*: “MiYAD they will
be redeemed”—
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that the true and complete redemption comes immediately,
immediately in physical time—within the physicality of the world
lachem).
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And may it be His will, that immediately and at once the naami
lachem be fulfilled in actual reality—the ketz and conclusion of
exile.
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And consequently, the conclusion of the first day of the Festival of
Shavuos will already be complete—and how much more so, the
continuation of the second day of the Festival of Shavuos, in the
year of “I will show you wonders,”
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in the true and complete Redemption in such a manner that what
was formerly a second day of Yom Tov observed in exile, becomes
immediately the day of kibbutz galiyos (ingathering of the exiles)
of all the Jewish people—“with our youth and our elders, our sons

and our daughters”?’;
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and they all go together to our holy land, to Jerusalem the Holy
City, to the Holy Mountain, and to the Third Beis HaMikdash.
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And there we will offer before You our required
offerings—temidim in their order and musafim according to their
laws—
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including also offerings of gratitude and joy, which we can
presume will be brought in connection with the ketz (naami
lachem) and the Redemption—
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and certainly and all the more so by an individual who has come
out of a house of confinement.
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And further—and this is the main point—that we continue the
gathering together right here in Eretz HaKodesh and in
Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh, and there specifically—at the
Tziyon—
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the inwardness of Jerusalem)—the Beis HaMikdash, and there
itself—in the Holy of Holies,
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the place of the Tablets—including and especially the First Tablets
that were given to Moshe Rabbeinu at the start of the forty days of
the First Days (on the day of the Giving of the Torah).

niiwRI7 NIM»3 01921 Y13 — nimva oipn
0$°2) D3IWRT o "A"D NPIN2 N2 AP NN
770 100).

And all these matters are found together with the three mentioned
above: Moshe, Yisroel Baal Shem Tov, and Dovid Malka
Meshicha—initials: MiYAD—

D°MRT AW DY TmR — 1K D03y 92 3w
KPR K72 M), 20709532 281 Ay (Y7
73?;)" nian ’Wxﬁ, ="

and immediately and truly immediately)—in the true and
complete Redemption through Moshiach Tzidkeinu.

(¥ — MW PR AR — Win TR 90
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[NOTE: ] Summary
This discourse centers around the Chazal teaching:
037 "3 1PIT NRY2 ovTin o

("All agree that on Atzeres [Shavuos] we also require /lachem—celebration with physical joy").

The Rebbe opens by explaining that Shavuos uniquely necessitates physical rejoicing, because
it commemorates not only the giving of Torah but its fusion with the physical world, elevating
and refining it. The word "a3%" (for you) signals a Divine descent into the material, and the
Gemara's phrasing "03% °n1 11°v2"” emphasizes the integration of the spiritual into the tangible.

The Rebbe then deepens this with a remez: the phrase "23% 21" has the gematria (numerical

value) of 7%, symbolizing the End of Exile and the coming

Redemption. He ties this to the fact that David HaMelech,

of the true and complete
the prototype of Moshiach, passed
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away on Shavuos, and that the Baal Shem Tov—the harbinger of Chassidus and of Moshiach’s
inner light—also passed away on Shavuos.

A key idea is that the world itself yearns for Redemption, and Shavuos—when physical joy is
mandated—brings about a universal admission (2>71% 737) that we need the v, the end of galus.

The discourse then connects all of this to Moshe Rabbeinu, who received the Torah and in
whom the power of Redemption is rooted (“the first redeemer is the final redeemer”). The initials
of Moshe, Yisroel Baal Shem Tov, and David spell 792, hinting at the teaching "377 7%
PoRa"—"Immediately they shall be redeemed."

The Rebbe concludes with a heartfelt plea that the second day of Yom Tov (a galus construct)
should become the actual day of the ingathering of the exiles, with the physical return to Eretz
Yisrael, Yerushalayim, and the rebuilding of the Third Beis HaMikdash—where we will offer
sacrifices including korban todah (thanksgiving offerings), especially appropriate for those who
have been released from spiritual confinement.

Practical Takeaway

e Celebrate Shavuos physically and joyfully, not as an afterthought but as a profound
spiritual service—eating, drinking, and rejoicing as part of connecting with Torah in the
physical world.

e Look at the physical world as a partner in Redemption: the goal is not escape but
transformation. Even “mundane” joy is sacred when it’s part of Divine service.

e Recognize that Moshiach is not a distant fantasy but the culmination of Torah’s
goal—uniting spiritual truth with physical life.

e Every mitzvah done with your body and in your surroundings helps to actualize the
“y»”, drawing the final Redemption closer—physically.

Chassidic Story: The Baal Shem Tov and Moshiach’s Answer

Source: Iggeres HaKodesh of the Baal Shem Tov, printed at the beginning of Kesser Shem
Tov.

One Rosh Hashanah, the Baal Shem Tov ascended to the Heavenly realms in a mystical vision
and encountered Moshiach. He asked, “Master, when will you come?”
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Moshiach replied:
“When your wellsprings will spread outward.”
(71X MOYR A1°X1BNWI)

The Baal Shem Tov understood this to mean that his teachings, the inner dimension of Torah,
would need to penetrate the outermost spheres of Jewish and human consciousness before
Redemption could arrive.

This story forms the backbone of the Rebbe’s entire mission—spreading Chassidus outward,
so that every Jew, regardless of background, becomes a vessel for Divine light in the physical
world. This is the modern-day manifestation of "a3% 21 j1°¥2"—that physical engagement,
when infused with Torah, brings Moshiach.

Author: The Lubavitcher Rebbe, delivered 2nd night of Shavuos, 5751 (1991)

Sources Cited: Pesachim 68b; Ramban Shaar HaGmul; Kesser Shem Tov; Likkutei Torah;
Derech Mitzvosecha; Toras Chaim; Likkutei Sichos vol. 9, 16, 23; Sefer HaMaamarim
Tof-Reish-Samech-Gimmel END NOTE]
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