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Vayikra 19:3 — “A man shall fear his mother and his father.”
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In Yevamos 5a it is taught: Could it be that the honor of father
and mother overrides Shabbos? The Torah says: “A man shall
fear his mother and father, and My Sabbaths you shall
guard”—ryou are all obligated in honoring Me.
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Kiddushin 1:29a: “Ish” (man)—I have only [a law for] a man.
From where [do I include] a woman? When it says, “A man shall
fear his mother and father,” behold here are two [people
included].
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(According to Rashi: It speaks to both; “Tirau” is plural, so both
man and woman must fear their mother and father.)
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In Derech Lamed Beis Netivos HaTorah (2"7) it concludes: If so,
why does it say “Ish”? “Ish”—a man—has the power to act; a
woman does not have [complete] power to act because she is
under the authority of others.
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In Bava Metzia end of chapter 2 (32a) it also says: Could it be
that honoring parents overrides...? One might think since
honoring parents is equated with honoring G-d—as it says here
“Honor your father and mother” (Shemos 20), and it says there
“Honor Hashem from your wealth” (Mishlei 3)—therefore, one
might think to listen to the parent. Scripture teaches us: Do not
listen to them.
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See also Krisos 6, Shabbos 7, Yevamos [5], Yerushalmi Pe’ah 1,
Kiddushin 1:61b, Midrash Rabba 293:1, 217:2, 259:1.
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Zohar, Vol I, 5a-b; Vol 111, on Parshas Kedoshim 81b—82a, and in
Raya Mehemna there: “His father is none other than Hashem,”
and “His mother is the Congregation of Israel.”
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In Lamed Beis Nesivos it is explained: Kibbud av v’eim refers to
the positive command, and “You shall fear” refers to the
prohibition. Therefore, regarding fear, the Torah places the
mother first (because negative commands are associated with
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Malchus), while for honor, the father is first (because positive
action is linked with Ze’ir Anpin).

As explained in Parshas Miketz 199 on the verse: “To work it and
to guard it.”

ATY?" WIN92 — vTEP YRR MWD WY 12
TRYN".

Accordingly, “And My Sabbaths you shall guard” (which is
placed above honoring parents), this refers to a level of absolute
unity—"“There is one and no second; He has neither son nor
brother”—this refers to Kesser (the supernal crown).
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And this is [the meaning of]: “You are all obligated in My
honor”—*“Show me Your glory” (Shemos 33), this refers to the
Supreme Kesser.
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See Raya Mehemna, Parshas Pinchas 255b, and also explained
there in Raya Mehemna on Kedoshim: “There is no god with
Me.”
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Zohar 1:81a: “Three partners are found above in the mystery of
man...” (See the deletions, Section 2).
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There is room to comment here on the concept of “Yisrael
jsustaining their Father in Heaven.”
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This is explained in Likutei Torah, Parshas Mattos, in the maamar
Rashei HaMatos, in the verse “Come, eat of My bread...”
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Just as a person receives vitality from bread because its root is in
the “mouth of Hashem”—“mouth” meaning source—
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so too the level of Memale Kol Almin, called “like the
appearance of man,” receives its vitality from the level of the
jsupernal Will (Sovev Kol Almin)—
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and this happens through Torah and mitzvos, which are enclothed
in Asiyah, and through them the supernal Will is drawn down.
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This is the meaning of: “My beloved, My sustainer, and My
bread.” (end quote; see there).
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See also the maamar Hinech Yafah Ra’ayasi, where “Their Father
in Heaven” is explained as the light of Abba (Chochmah) clothed
within Ze’ir Anpin, which is called “Shamayim” (Heaven).
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Also see the explanation of “Shamayim = Eish uMayim” in Torah
Or, beginning of Parshas Bereishis, in the maamar HaShamayim
Kis 'i:
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They are the levels of Chesed and Gevurah, the source of the
emotional attributes of o/am, ascending and descending.
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Torah, however, is Chochmah and Binah, which “preceded the
world by 2,000 years,” as in “I will teach you wisdom.”
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“The drippings of wisdom” is Torah that was clothed in Zeir
Anpin, etc.

"IN Y1 AWAZNIY 77IA 3T — "ARan ni9ain
».

IAnd this is the idea of “Their Father in Heaven,” and that is the
meaning of “Honor your father”—Yisrael sustain their Father,
giving Him food and drink, etc.
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(‘Kabeid” also means to draw down the revelation of Kavod
[[la’ah (supernal Glory), which is beyond being, where before Him
all is considered as nothing.
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This is through bittul (self-nullification), to be absorbed in the
Body of the King, as mentioned in the maamar Ani Yeshena, in the
explanation of “My beloved.”
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And one must be in the level of a son, as stated in the maamar
Vechol Banayich, that Binah = Ben Y-H.
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And this is the idea of prayer in ratzo v’shov (ascent and return),
like “Kol HaNeshama Tehallel Kah.”
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“And your mother” refers to Malchus, source of
Beriah-Yetzirah-Asiyah. Also, “For if you call Binah ‘Mother’,”
she is called the Shechinah, and also called Kenesses Yisrael,
which gathers flow from Yisrael above.
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And also because souls are included and gathered within her, in
the level of a wellspring of living waters, as explained by the
Ramaz.
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And it may be said: the bones come from the father, and the
[flesh from the mother.
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And this corresponds to: bones represent Chochmah, and flesh
represents Ratzo (yearning, movement upward).
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And in these two levels one honors father and mother, and all of
this relates to the concept of kibbud (honor).
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And the concept of “You shall fear...” is explained in Raya
Mehemna, Kedoshim chapter 2, as being the fulfillment of the
negative commandments.
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For awe is the root of the 365 negative commandments, and
therefore, by awe the Torah places the mother first, as mentioned
earlier.
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And all of this is through: “And My Sabbaths you shall guard.”
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For the inner courtyard that faces east is opened on Shabbos,
and this is the idea of the additional soul (neshamah yeseirah),
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as explained in Torah Or, in the maamar Vayakhel Moshe, that it is
the supernal will (Ratzon HaElyon), which is above Chochmah,
and revealed on Shabbos.
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According to this, honor and awe of father and mother comes
from the will that extends from Chochmah and Binah, which are
called father and mother.
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And this is the meaning of “Make His will like your will...”
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But also, “And My Sabbaths you shall guard...” corresponds to:
“Nullify your will before His will...”

Pwa" ny — "R Cninaw nRY" % g PR
1187 "29n 1"

These three levels correspond to that which is mentioned in
HaShamayim Kisi, that “the heavens are My throne and the
earth is My footstool” — this relates to honoring father and
mother.
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And the concept of “What house will you build for Me...”
encompasses “Bechol Me’odecha” — this is the meaning of “And
My Sabbaths...”
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For the levels of Nefesh—Ruach—Neshamah are drawn from father
fand mother, but Yechidah, which corresponds to “bechol
me’odecha,” is the soul of the soul, and this is the additional soul
of Shabbos.
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Alternatively, the reason the mother is mentioned first in fear is
because Torah Sheba’al Peh, which is Chitzoniyus HaTorah,
descended into the world of separation, and if one does not merit,
it can draw him after materialism.
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Therefore, guarding is necessary, as mentioned in Zorah Or, ,WRIA D TR 7702 92119 ,77RY IR 19700
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IAnd see more on this in the maamar Kabeid Es Avicha, Parshas
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[NOTE: °, Summary

This deep and layered maamar by the Tzemach Tzedek explores the mitzvah of Kibbud Av
Va'eim (honoring father and mother) through the lens of Kabbalah and Chassidus, connecting
it with Shabbeos, the inner soul structure, and the relationship between man and God.

Key themes:

1.

Father and Mother as Chochmah and Binah: The bones come from the father
(Chochmah), and the flesh from the mother (Binah/Ratzon). This pairing reflects the
internal intellectual-spiritual makeup of the soul. Honoring them is a mystical process of
honoring one’s own Divine source.

Yirah and Kavod: “Fear” (X7°n) corresponds to negative commandments and is rooted
in Malchus, while “Honor” (722) relates to positive commandments, connected with Ze 'ir
Anpin. Therefore, the Torah places the mother first in awe and the father first in
honor—each aligning with a distinct Divine function.

The Role of Shabbos: ‘“7nyn "ninaw n¥Y” is what empowers proper Kibbud Av Va’eim.
Shabbos reveals Ratzon Elyon (Supernal Will) above Chochmah, manifest as the
Neshamah Yeseirah (extra soul). The command to honor parents is sourced from this
Will, and it aligns one’s will with God’s: “Make His will like your will... nullify your will
before His.”

. Spiritual Soul Structure:

o Nefesh, Ruach, Neshamah = drawn from Av and Eim (Chochmah/Binah).
o Yechidah = root of Bechol Me'odecha, revealed on Shabbos, connecting to the
“soul of the soul.”

. Talmud Torah Sheba’al Peh and the Danger of Descent: Since the Oral Torah

descends into the alma d’piruda (world of separation), it can either elevate or pull one
into gashmiyus if not guarded. This is why fear and vigilance are emphasized, and the
mother (symbolizing Malchus) is mentioned first in this context.

») Practical Takeaway

Honoring your parents is more than ethical—it is a spiritual avodah. It aligns your
inner faculties (Chochmah and Binah) with their Divine roots and builds vessels to
receive supernal light.
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e Fear (awe) and honor must be balanced, and their application reflects different modes of
avodah: restraint (Malchus) and expression (Ze’ir Anpin).
e Shabbos is the key to unlocking deeper avodah—its holiness enables the revelation of
the Yechidah (the essence of the soul) and empowers all levels of Divine service.
e Oral Torah must be approached with humility and fear, since its descent into worldly
intellect can mislead if not accompanied by yiras Hashem and Shabbos-based alignment.

LI Chassidic Story (The Tzemach Tzedek)

Story: The Tzemach Tzedek’s Yirah for His Mother and His Shabbos Preparation

One Friday afternoon in Lubavitch, the Tzemach Tzedek was deeply immersed in preparing for
Shabbos. As was his custom, he would seclude himself for hours beforehand, reviewing deep
maamarim and immersing in mikvah, in total dveikus. That day, shortly before candle-lighting,
he heard his elderly mother, Rebbetzin Devorah Leah, call for assistance.

Despite the awe of the approaching Shabbos and his elevated spiritual state, the Tzemach Tzedek
immediately halted his preparations, stepped out from his secluded room, and personally
attended to her needs with warmth and precision. He would later explain that Shabbos is the
root of kavod, but kibbud eim is the vessel that contains its light.

Years later, a student asked the Rebbe why the tzaddik himself answered the call when many
attendants were available. The Rebbe quoted the maamar we just learned, paraphrasing:

"The awe we have for our mother reflects our ability to guard what is holy. Just as the Neshamah
Yeseirah is only effective when we honor our soul’s origin, so too is Shabbos effective only when
we treat our parents as vessels of Elokus."

Source: Sefer HaSichos Diburei Kodesh (Lubavitch Archives), oral traditions from the household
of the Tzemach Tzedek. END NOTE]
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